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Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: Announcements; Alexander Report; Demilitarization Resolution] 
  
PRESENT: Ross VeLure Roholt (chair), Tracey Anderson, Noro Andriamanalina, Caroline 
Bender, Vincente Diaz, Miguel Fiol, Jeremy Jenkins, Josephine Lee, Anna Horning Nygren, 
Barbara Peterson, Virajita Singh, Weihong Tang, Nan Thurston, Simon Tran, Aleeya Verdi, 
Matthew Verkuilen, Stuart Yeh 
 
REGRETS: Joseph Gerteis 
 
ABSENT: Thu Danh, Veronica Fisher 
 
OTHERS: Megan Sweet, assistant to the president, Office of the President; Virajita Singh, 
associate vice provost, Office for Equity and Diversity 
 
1. Announcements 
Professor Ross VeLure Roholt, chair, called the meeting to order and announced that a 
representative from the University of Minnesota Foundation would attend the next committee 
meeting to discuss the George Floyd Scholarship. 
 
Amber Bathke, senate associate, University Senate Office, announced the Senate Committee on 
Committees was seeking nominations for the new Campus Safety Committee. In particular, she 
said, more faculty nominations were desired. She asked members to encourage colleagues who 
may be interested to apply. 
 
Vincente Diaz expressed a desire to discuss the events at the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021. He 
remarked that the events had further eroded his trust in public safety officers. Members agreed 
that writing a statement or letter on this subject was important. 
 
2. Alexander Report 
Next, VeLure Roholt opened up the floor for comments on the Cedric Alexander report, which 
had been released recently. He also presented a draft statement on the report, outlining potential 
recommendations that the committee would like to see implemented sooner rather than later. 
Members felt they needed more time to study and digest the report before writing a statement. 
Additionally, a lengthy discussion ensued about whether to incorporate concerns arising in the 
aftermath of the January 6, 2021, insurrection into a statement on the Alexander report, or 
whether to write two separate statements or letters. Members presented arguments on both sides 
of the debate. In particular, members noted that the Alexander report did not seem to address 
vetting of police officers serving in the University of Minnesota Police Department (UMPD), 
which would be one way to increase the community’s confidence in UMPD. No consensus was 

https://president.umn.edu/dr-alexander-report


reached, and the decision was made to schedule two working meetings before the next 
regularly-scheduled committee meeting. In the meantime, VeLure Roholt proposed that he 
assign sections of the Alexander report to members to study in more dept. Members agreed. 
 
3. Demilitarization Resolution 
VeLure Roholt announced that Briggs Tople, chair, Student Senate and Student Senate 
consultative committee, had asked for the committee to consider endorsing the resolution on 
demilitarizing University police, which he had presented to the committee at the previous 
meeting, and had since been revised. As the Alexander report also recommended 
demilitarization, members felt the need to further digest and understand that report and 
recommendation before addressing the Demilitarization Resolution. VeLure Roholt noted that 
Tople hoped to bring the resolution to the University Senate at its March 25, 2021 meeting, but 
agreed to move this discussion to the next meeting, on March 1, 2021. 
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