
Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) 
December 11, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: SSCC Updates; Brief Q&A on S/N Grading; Discussion and Planning for 
Spring Semester] 
  
PRESENT: Briggs Tople (chair), Gunnar Frahm (vice chair), Sydney Bauer (ranking student 
senator), Parandis Kazemi, Jack Flom, Erika Swant, Manpreet Singh, Annie Counihan, Julia 
Scovil, Myle Luong, James Farnsworth, Justin Goetz, Stephanie Huisman, Abdi Ali 
 
REGRETS: None 
 
ABSENT: None 
  
GUESTS: Deb Cran, chief of staff, Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost 
 
OTHERS: Megan Sweet, Sam Rosemark 
 
Chair Briggs Tople welcomed the committee, and members introduced themselves.  
 
1. SSCC Updates - Tople opened the floor to SSCC members for updates from their respective 
campus student associations or constituencies and the responses were as follows: 

● MyLe Luong, SSCC representative, Rochester Student Association (RSA), stated that 
RSA held a full board meeting yesterday where S/N grading was discussed. Additionally, 
the group is busy working on new budget proposals for student clubs as well as preparing 
for finals and winter break.  

● Jack Flom, SSCC representative, Minnesota Student Association (MSA), stated that at 
MSA’s December meeting the group approved a $10,000 donation to the Nutritious U 
Food Pantry to be included in their Swipe Out Hunger program.  

● Parandis Kazemi, SSCC representative, Council of Graduate Students (COGS), 
announced that she was appointed to this position at last night’s general assembly. The 
group is having ongoing discussions about the Maroon and Gold Sunrise Plan, adding 
FAQs for TAs on its website, and discussing outstanding issues related to international 
students.  

● Erika Swant, SSCC representative, Professional Student Government (PSG), said PSG 
recently passed a resolution regarding COVID-19 testing sites on campus and is working 
on a future resolution regarding discrimination against student with disabilities. 

● Annie Counihan, SSCC representative, University of Minnesota Duluth Student 
Association (UMDSA), shared that UMDSA had its last congress on December 8th and 
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have been working towards implementing a liberal education redesign committee as well 
as an honor code for academic affairs. 

● Julia Scovil, SSCC representative, Morris Campus Student Association (MCSA), 
announced that the Morris campus would not be implementing S/N grading for the fall 
semester but MCSA will continue to advocate for its use for the spring semester. 

● Justin Goetz, Senate Committee on Student Affairs (SCSA) representative, said that he 
has been attending the interviews for the three candidates for the vice president for 
student affairs.  

● Stephanie Huisman, Senate Committee on Educational Policy (SCEP) representative, 
stated that at its last meeting, SCEP discussed the possibility of changing the start date for 
the 2021-22 school year due to the fact that it falls on Rosh Hashanah. She said that the 
committee was leaning towards not taking any action on changing the date since so much 
planning has already gone into the first day of classes. SCEP has also recently been 
discussing its membership to assess if it has adequate representation across a diverse 
population.  

● James Farnsworth, Senate Committee on Finance and Planning (SCFP) representative, 
said that at a recent meeting there was discussion about cutting administrative costs.  

● Abdi Ali, Student Representatives to the Board of Regents (SRBOR) representative, 
provided an update from the most recent meeting of the Board of Regents which included 
a discussion on a policy change for the alcohol sponsorships.  

● Manpreet Singh, SSCC representative, Crookston Student Association (CSA), informed 
the committee that the administration pushing for a wet campus. 

 
2. Brief Q&A on S/N Grading - Tople stated that after receiving an administrative response to 
the Student Senate resolution on S/N Grading, he thought it would be a good idea to follow up 
with the Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost on any lingering questions. Tople 
then introduced Deb Cran, chief of staff, Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost, 
who indicated that messaging has gone out this week to Twin Cities faculty and students 
indicating the new changes to the S/N grading for the rest of the year. She reminded the 
committee that grading is in the purview of the faculty and that the choice to elect S/N grading 
for students will include the spring semester as well. Cran further noted that these decisions only 
apply to the Twin Cities undergraduate programs and that grading in graduate, professional, and 
undergraduate programs on system campuses will be made at the local level. 
 
Several committee members including Farnsworth and Flom thanked Cran and her office for the 
work they have done on this. Farnsworth emphasized that this was a monumental effort during 
an uneasy or unideal time. Cran stated that this has been a long and thoughtful process with 
many conversations but in the end it was the support of the Faculty Senate that created a catalyst 
for the decision to change the policy. 
 
Scovil and Sam Rosemark, student body president, MCSA, indicated that the Morris campus will 
not be changing its policies on S/N grading. While they were disappointed with this decision, 
they stated that the MCSA will continue to advocate for change for the spring semester.  
 
Cran stated that more information about S/N grading could be found on their website.  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K4eIHuF6xwVmbJqcDn8qjc1zvBGfu-95/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K4eIHuF6xwVmbJqcDn8qjc1zvBGfu-95/view?usp=sharing
https://provost.umn.edu/additional-grading-changes-fall-2020-and-spring-2021


 
3. Discussion and Planning for Spring Semester - Tople then led a discussion which debriefed 
the work of the fall semester and started a conversation about planning for the spring semester. 
Some highlights were as follows: 

● Counihan felt the Student Senate did some great work this semester and tackled several 
important issues. She stated that it is important to work together cooperatively and not let 
drama or petty arguments get in the way of progress. Additionally, she intends to 
continue work on a protesting resolution as well as mental health resources.  

● Bauer stated that she is always looking for additional information for the Student Senate 
newsletter. Flom agreed that short bios of student senators could be beneficial.  

● Farnsworth indicated that a pressing issue for the spring could include the pending 
elimination of several men’s programs in the athletics department. 

● Ali indicated that the SRBOR will continue to advocate for a tuition freeze for the 
2021-22 academic year. He felt that strategic partnerships and messaging with campus 
student associations would be beneficial. Rosemark agreed with this approach and added 
that housing and dining could be added to that conversation. 

● Tople said that the development of a mental health task force, which was part of the 
mental health resolution passed this semester, will be helpful for this spring. Counihan 
applauded Bauer’s effort on this front. 

● Ali thanked the SSCC for focusing issues on the system and not just the Twin Cities 
campus. It is important to continue to do so next semester.  

● Frahm stated that he might engage SCEP on the issue of back-to-back final exams. 
Huisman indicated that Law School policy currently allows for students to schedule 
exams so they are not within 24 hours of one another. Singh was willing to work on this 
issue as well. 

● Frahm, Rosemark, Ali, Farnsworth, and others stated their desire to move legislation 
related to tribal nations partnerships. 

 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Chris Kwapick 
University Senate Office 
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