
Health Sciences Student Consultative Committee (HS SCC) 
December 2, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: Updates from HS SCC Members; Proposed Letter Regarding School of 
Nursing] 
  
PRESENT: Savannah Middlestead (chair), Laesia Jimenez, Sydney Fulcher, Grace Eang, 
Seonmi Park, Jenny Fournier, Sarah Alabsi, Sruthi Shankar, Molly Palecek, Rachel Hugenroth, 
Tingyoung Ou, Cynthia Pando 
  
REGRETS: Panhia Her  
  
ABSENT: Stephany Beaulieu 
  
GUESTS: Megan Wilde, student senator, School of Nursing 
  
OTHERS: Laura Dammer Hess, Rachel Hansen 
 
Savannah Middlestead, chair, welcomed the committee and members introduced themselves. 
 
1.  Updates from HS SCC Members - Middlestead opened the floor for members to provide 
any updates which were as follows: 

● Middlestead stated that after last month’s committee vote on supporting the change for 
S/N grading, she has been working with Jessica Klitzke, student senator, College of 
Pharmacy, to further support advocacy on the issue. 

● Laura Dammer Hess, director, Center for Health Interprofessional Programs (CHIP), 
announced that the CHIP executive council will be meeting directly following this 
meeting and she would be happy to facilitate any conversations between the two groups, 
including the development of a liaison position between them. 

 
2. Proposed Letter Regarding School of Nursing - Middlestead introduced Megan Wilde, 
student senator, School of Nursing to discuss a proposed letter regarding an incident within the 
School of Nursing. The incident involved a lecture posted to Canvas which included instructors 
making inappropriate comments about their students which many deemed unprofessional and 
offensive. Wilde became interested in doing something about the situation and she decided that a 
letter to the dean was an appropriate possibility. Wilde indicated that she brought the letter to the 
Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) but that committee felt that the issue would be 
more appropriately addressed by the HS SCC.  
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Rachel Hugenroth acknowledged that the situation is awful and is unfortunately not an isolated 
incident of disrespectful comments from faculty directed towards students. Molly Palecek agreed 
and commended Wilde for drafting the letter. Rachel Hansen asked if students had discussed the 
issue with any administrators or faculty. Wilde replied that there have been discussions but not 
much action has been visibly taken, thus the need for the letter to ask for follow-up. 
 
Middlestead made a motion for the committee to support and endorse the letter addressed to 
Connie Delaney, dean, School of Nursing. A vote was taken and the motion was unanimously 
approved. 
 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Chris Kwapick 
University Senate Office 
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