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These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes represent the views of, 
nor are they binding on, the senate, the administration or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: S/N Petition] 
  
PRESENT: Thomas Chase (chair), June Carbone, Dan Delaney, Brett Heischmidt, Sara Hurley, 
Jennifer Goodnough, John LaVelle, Danya Leebaw, Robert McMaster, Robert Poch, Jennifer 
Row, Katherine Scheil, Jacob Smiley, Rayan Tejada 
 
REGRETS: Toni Abts, Stacy Doepner-Hove, Scott Lanyon, Brian Sick 
 
GUESTS: Rachel Croson, Executive Vice President and Provost; Gunnar Frahm, vice chair, 
Student Senate/Student Senate Consultative Committee; Briggs Tople, chair, Student 
Senate/Student Senate Consultative Committee 
 
OTHERS: Etty DeVeaux, chief of staff, Graduate Education; Hana Ikramuddin, reporter, 
Minnesota Daily; Brianne Keeney, assistant to the president, Office of the President; Jessica 
Kuecker Grotjohn, assistant to the vice provost, Office of Undergraduate Education; Leslie 
Schiff, associate dean, University curriculum; Karen Starry, assistant to the vice provost, 
Graduate Education; Office of Undergraduate Education; Stacey Tidball, director, Continuity 
and Compliance, Academic Support Resources; Sue Van Voorhis, associate vice provost and 
University registrar, Office of Undergraduate Education 
 
1. S/N Petition 
Chase called the meeting to order and the committee continued the discussion of a student 
petition to extend—through fall 2020 and possibly beyond—the modifications to S/N policy that 
were implemented for spring 2020. Executive Vice President and Provost Rachel Croson had 
asked SCEP to advise her on this request. Provided to the committee prior to the meeting were a 
document, put together by Academic Support Resources, outlining a number of scenarios; and a 
resolution from the Minnesota Student Association (MSA) in support of the petition. Chase 
noted that the provost preferred an informal recommendation from the committee over a formal 
motion. 

 
In order to focus the discussion, Chase conducted a number of straw polls based on discussion at 
the previous meeting: 
 

Poll 1: A SCEP recommendation for a change in grading policy should apply to (choose all 
that apply): 
Twin Cities: 100% 
Rochester: 42% 
Morris: 42% 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vkrL3Vbmfs0dW4pUUZsLpZ1u7k4JTsxi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vkrL3Vbmfs0dW4pUUZsLpZ1u7k4JTsxi/view?usp=sharing
https://provost.umn.edu/about-evpp/communications/update-sn-grading
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g2Gp9P28O40kewJXPKy708E5AyiFYrSz2Z4kcFnIgHI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nnsdWo5fq_mQj5-0CFVJTNOIV1EYI4q_/view?usp=sharing


Poll 2: A SCEP recommendation for a change in grading policy should apply to (choose all 
that apply): 
Undergrads: 100% 
Graduate students: 46% 
Professional students: 38% 
 
Poll 3: A SCEP recommendation for a change in grading policy should apply to (choose only 
one): 
Fall 2020: 15% 
Fall 2020 and Spring 2021: 31% 
All future semesters where remote learning classes are mandated by COVID-19: 54% 
All future semesters:  0% 

 
After this poll, June Carbone expressed concern about advising that the provisions apply to all 
future semesters where COVID-19 mandates remote learning, because it is open to 
interpretation. After some discussion, members decided to recommend that the provisions apply 
to fall 2020 and spring 2021, and to revisit the question for future semesters if necessary. 
Jennifer Goodnough remarked that at some time in the future, the committee should discuss at 
what point these measures need to be codified in policy. 
 
Sue Van Voorhis, associate vice provost and University registrar, Office of Undergraduate 
Education, walked the committee through a number of options, which spurred another group of 
polls: 
 

Poll 4: Should S/N credits during this time count toward the 20 allowed in policy? 
Yes: 36% 
No: 64% 
 
Poll 5: Should courses/instructors that usually do not allow S/N be required to allow it? 
Yes: 50% 
No: 50% 

 
Croson raised an additional option that had come to light, and the committee expressed the desire 
to consider this option in its deliberations:  
 

Poll 6: Should we consider the option of changing Fs to Ns after grades are posted? 
Yes: 62% 
No: 38% 

 
Poll 7: Should allowing S/N for all undergraduate courses (including where the course is not 
set up to offer an S/N option) be included in our list of choices? 
Yes: 71% 
No: 29% 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g2Gp9P28O40kewJXPKy708E5AyiFYrSz2Z4kcFnIgHI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KeMXuMafqEri_VpGnPW2AFYprcm45m475AO9X_uqS2Y/edit?usp=sharing


Poll 7 was motivated by the results of Poll 5. A discussion associated with Poll 5 raised concern 
about loss of instructor autonomy that could result by forcing instructors to offer a grading 
system for their courses which they might not choose to offer. 
 

Poll 8: What grading option should SCEP recommend for fall 2020 and spring 2021? 
Current System: 21% 
S/N option for all undergrad classes: 64% 
Replace Fs with Ns: 14% 

 
In the end, after much discussion, the committee’s official recommendation to the provost was to 
extend the S/N grading option available in spring 2020 for all undergraduate classes on the Twin 
Cities campus through spring 2021. 
 
The provost thanked committee members for their advice and Chase adjourned the meeting. 
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