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Torchlight is a companion publication of the Torch for alumni and friends of UMN Crookston. 
 
 
Greetings from your friends in Crookston! 
 
Real. Hands-on. Ready. These three words are those selected to describe what we promise to students 
who attend the University of Minnesota Crookston. It’s what we hope prospective students and families 
understand and connect to when exploring their collegiate options. We recently partnered with all five 
campuses of the University of Minnesota to create a Systemwide recruitment marketing campaign, 
“Discover the University of Minnesota for You,” which launched September 30. The ultimate goal is to 
attract the attention of high school juniors and seniors and generate awareness to all five unique 
campuses. View our new video, podcast, and System webpage(s). We’re pretty proud of it and we hope 
you enjoy and share it. 
 
The focus on our campus is recruitment. During these challenging times, we ponder how and when 
students will make decisions to select a college. It’s an ever-evolving mystery and we are determined to 
find those students who are the perfect fit for our beautiful northwestern Minnesota campus, whether 
they join us on campus or online, just as you did. 
 

 

https://system.umn.edu/myuofm#crookston


You might wonder why we continuously ask for your stories. It’s simple. When we tell your story to 
prospective students, they may relate to it in some way and see themselves in your Aggie, Trojan, or 
Golden Eagle shoes. Ultimately they just might determine, through your inspiration, Crookston is the U of 
M for them.  
 
Did you know UMN Crookston offers scholarships specifically for those who are descendants of our 
alumni? Be sure to ask your child or grandchild to give your alma mater a look. As said before, our legacy 
lives in our alumni and your trail of memories and footsteps in the physical or virtual halls of this great 
institution is something to be proud of and should be shared with the next generation. Let’s continue to 
build a lasting legacy together. Recently we featured the Baldwin (Torch Fall 2018 Issue) and 
Odegaard/Brekken families (Torch Summer 2019 Issue) who both have a rich history and legacy here. We 
want to celebrate more of these incredible testaments to family legacy at UMN Crookston. Please send 
your photos so we can feature your family in an upcoming publication.  
 
It’s mid-October and we are blessed to share a beautiful fall this year. Frankly, last year kicked our butts 
here in the upper Midwest with torrential rains which soaked our farm fields and early cold snaps had us 
feeling as though January temps arrived in November. This year I am filled with gratitude for the extended 
warmth and when speaking with alumni friends who farm in the area, this season was a literal flip from 
last year’s harvest worries and realities.  
 
With gratitude on the mind and heart, we will soon send you a video series called “Grateful Voices.” We 
wish to spread the goodness of what appreciation and generosity means to the University of Minnesota 
Crookston and to our students. If you have an interest in sharing your story of gratitude – perhaps 
regarding your time as an Aggie, Trojan, Golden Eagle, or as a donor and anything in-between -- remember, 
we’d love to hear from you. 
 
Happy fall, y’all! Wishing you a safe, healthy, and happy autumn. 
 
With warmest regards, 

 
Brandy (Lietz) Chaffee 2000 
Director and Chief Development Officer 
University and Alumni Relations 
 
#UMNproud #WingsUp #IAmCrookston 
 

 

https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/214322
https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/214322
https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/214322
https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/216632
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCqbCnuSizCs0p-8iWX1-Tm1xOaTce6wzLUHtnF6rh13P9hw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCqbCnuSizCs0p-8iWX1-Tm1xOaTce6wzLUHtnF6rh13P9hw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCqbCnuSizCs0p-8iWX1-Tm1xOaTce6wzLUHtnF6rh13P9hw/viewform


 

Shane Mendez 2013 
Law Enforcement Aviation 
Written by Lauren Wallace, Marketing and Sport & Recreation Management major 

Shane Mendez is a proud family man, a current graduate student, and a police officer in the city of 
Crookston, Minn. When he has free time he spends it with his wife and three children. He’s also a 
ferocious reader, plays the guitar and the drums, and loves taking long walks on the beach when he’s not 
in Crookston. Mendez sees every day as a success and an adventure. As someone who grew up from a 
troubled home, he is continuously grateful to be alive and to see where the adventure of life will take him 
next. 

Crookston is where Mendez grew up. As a young man, he decided to travel around the world for a whole 
decade and spent four years on the island of Crete in Greece. Some of that time traveling was spent in the 
U.S. Navy as a military police officer. Upon returning home, Mendez decided to attend UMN Crookston to 
earn his Bachelor of Science degree in law enforcement aviation. 

As a non-traditional student, Mendez had an experience that was different than most. He was older than 
other undergraduate students and was married with a full-time job. It shows that anyone, no matter the 
situation, can get their education and make some friends along the way. Mendez would like to give a 
shout out to his advisor David Seyfried, and friends Terry Bayne, Matthew Beattie, and Blaine Goering. 
Mendez said he received a great education, which was a great complement to his experience as a military 
police officer. Mendez feels the education he received from UMN Crookston has helped him become a 
well-rounded person. 

Mendez enjoys the quote, “Do what you love and you’ll never work a day in your life.” Rather than picking a 
career that seems cool or has great pay, Mendez encourages students to do research and shadow people 

 

 
I got a great education, 
which was a fantastic 

complement to my 
experience as a military 

police officer. 
 

- Shane Mendez 

 

Shane Mendez, Crookston police officer    Shane Mendez with his wife and three 
children 



who have the jobs in the field they’re looking at. In the police world they call them ride-alongs, giving 
students a chance to go along with an officer to experience a day in the life. 

As a police officer, Mendez works long hours and often nights, weekends, and holidays. It’s a tough job in 
and of itself and it’s not for the faint of heart. Mendez feels that people who go into this field need to know 
what they’re getting into, be properly educated, trained, and be passionate about the work. Mendez said 
less and less people are going into law enforcement which is unfortunate. Now more than ever, law 
enforcement needs people who are passionate about justice, their communities, and feel called to stand 
on the thin blue line. 

 

Jonathon Holland 1989 and 1995 
Equine Science and Animal Industries Management 
Written by Lauren Wallace, Marketing and Sport & Recreation Management major 

Jonathon Holland is a two-time alumnus of UMN Crookston. He first attended from 1987-89 while the 
institution was a two-year school. He chose UMN Crookston based on advice from his father, who said he 
should find a career that he loves to do so it wouldn’t feel like he was going to work every day. Holland 
loved spending time with horses, so as a Trojan he earned his associate degree in equine science. When 
UMN Crookston transitioned to a four-year program, Holland attended in fall of 1993 to the spring of 1995, 
earning his bachelor’s degree in animal industries management. 

Although the physicality of the campus changed from his first two years to his last two, Holland feels the 
atmosphere, intent, and purpose of the campus has remained the same. The important aspects of 
hands-on learning and the interpersonal relationships between students and faculty continue to exist and 
allow for student success. He would love to give a shout out to his best friends, Nicky (Demarais) 

 

 
“...the atmosphere, intent, 

and purpose of the 
campus has [always] 
remained the same.” 

 
-Jonathon Holland 

 

Jonathon Holland at a dressage 
equestrian show 

  Nicky Overgaard 1996, Jonathon 
Holland and Christy Doyea 1996 



Overgaard 1996 and Christy (Parks) Doyea 1996, who he met as a student and continues to be close with 
today. The three of them attended together and are now faculty and staff at UMN Crookston. Holland says 
it’s always a fun reunion when the three of them are back on campus together during a non-COVID year. 

After graduating in 1995, Holland went off to explore many career opportunities. He worked as an 
extension educator in South Dakota and helped students learn through 4-H. Next, he put together 
education programs for the United States Dressage Federation (USDF) while getting to know U.S. 
Olympians as an added bonus. Seeing Holland loved campus so much, he went back to UMN Crookston in 
the early 2000s to coach the equestrian team and teach in the equine department. Next, he went to a 
community college in Rochester, Minn., and taught in their equine program. He then decided he was done 
teaching and was ready for the next chapter. 

Holland now lives on a beautiful farm in Northfield, Minn. He is happily married and enjoys raising horses, 
mowing his lawn in the country, and baking loads of lefse. Not only that, he is able to work from home as 
an admissions counselor for UMN Crookston. With the transition from teaching to admissions, Holland 
still has the opportunity to impact student lives, just in a different manner. He tells students they’ll know 
which campus is right for them based on which one feels like home, similar to how UMN Crookston has 
made him feel for so long. 

All of the amazing experiences he had were not just because of his education, but because of the person 
he became as he found himself at UMN Crookston. To current students, he would say not to worry about 
selecting the perfect career, rather to “spend the time and effort to take advantage of the opportunities 
and learn from the instructors. The career will find them, they should be spending their time focusing on 
themselves, self-development, and truly enjoying every moment.” Holland is who he is today because of 
his time at UMN Crookston. 

 



 

Karen Good 1968 
Northwest School of Agriculture 
Written by Lauren Wallace, Marketing and Sport & Recreation Management major 

Karen Good was a member of the last high school class to graduate from the Northwest School of 
Agriculture (NWSA) in 1968. She was an enrolled member of the Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians and 
lived too far from the public school in the area to ride the school bus. To resolve this, the Red Lake School 
Board paid the tuition for Good to attend the NWSA. Since her time in Crookston, she graduated from 
college and spent many years working in Native schools as an educator. She wore many hats as an 
administrator, dean, teacher, and counselor while also working on the Red Lake and White Earth 
Reservations and helping with curriculum for the Minneapolis Science Department. 

During her time at UMN Crookston, Good was prepared academically and became more independent. 
Although she admits she often rebelled, she had to accept the consequences and now considers herself a 
very disciplined and mature person because of it. She had study hours and kept up with her school work, 
which helped her graduate third among her class of 43. She has fond memories of her time in Crookston, 
including the many weekends she and her sister, Patricia, would spend at school. Ma Brown and their 
dorm mother, Mrs. Braaten, would take them to church on Sundays. They went to town once a week to get 
pizza with the girls including Paula, Deanna, Barbara, Julie, and Pat, who still keep in touch to this day. 

Today, Good is retired but continues to stay busy. She is a musician and has formerly played in various 
musical groups over the span of 10 years, including America’s Landlords. Good is also the founder and 
director of Red Lake Rosie's Rescue. Through this, she provides low-cost neuter/spay clinics, rescue, 
sheltering, and rehoming of companion animals on the Red Lake Chippewa Reservation, which she is a 
member. Good works diligently to end overpopulation of companion animals on Native Reservations in 
the state and region. 

     

Karen Good, founder of 
Red Lake Rosie’s Rescue 

Karen Good with her band, 
America’s Landlords 

Karen Good with 
husband Kevin Good 



Good has received many awards for her work including Shelter Hero by The Bark magazine (National 
Contest 2016), Courage Award by Eagle Rare Life (Contest 2015), Minnesota Snap Angel Award (2013), 
Eleven Who Care Award by Kare 11 (2011), NWSA Top Aggie (2008), and the Kodiak Award by Friends of 
Flicka (2007). She is proud of her accomplishments and lives with the mindset that nothing will be handed 
to you, so you need to work hard and rely on yourself. Good says, “We all need to follow our hearts and 
dreams. Set goals and every day do something toward that goal you set. Don’t let anyone tell you that you 
can’t do something. Just do it.” 

 

Bailey Mulcahy 
Communication major from Fertile, Minn. 
Written by Lauren Wallace, Marketing and Sport & Recreation Management major 

Bailey Mulcahy is a communication major and volleyball 
player from Fertile, Minn. Mulcahy is extremely competitive 
and displays this trait in a range of hobbies including board 
games, cards, and playing sports such as volleyball, softball, 
golf, and basketball. She also loves watching movies, her 
favorite being Field of Dreams. 

She chose UMN Crookston as it’s close to home and gave 
her the opportunity to play collegiate volleyball. Her mother, 
Renee Mulcahy, is an accountant on campus. Now that she’s 
attended for herself, her favorite thing is the people. The 
students, professors, and faculty always seem to have a smile on their face and are very friendly. 

Mulcahy’s competitive spirit, argumentative nature, and ability to persuade will likely translate into her 
future career as a lawyer. She plans to go to law school after graduating and hopes to own her own law 
firm as a prosecuting attorney. 

Relating back to her passion for movies, one of Mulcahy’s favorite quotes comes from Dead Poets 
Society, “Carpe diem. Seize the day, boys. Make your lives extraordinary.” She likes the sentiment that you 
should live each day like it’s your last and make every moment count. 

 
 
 
 



Jennifer Lax 
Criminal Justice and Communication major  
from Sleepy Eye, Minn. 
Written by Lauren Wallace, Marketing and Sport & Recreation Management major 

Jennifer Lax is a senior majoring in criminal justice and 
communication. She is a member of both the cross country 
and women’s basketball teams and is in the Criminal Justice 
Club. In her free time she loves to fish, hunt, snowboard, golf, 
read, and play video games on occasion. Lax was pleasantly 
surprised by the amount of sports, clubs, and activities 
available on campus despite the small size. She feels there 
is always something to keep her busy. 

Lax is from Sleepy Eye, Minn., and chose UMN Crookston 
because the small town atmosphere was so familiar to the area where she grew up. She also knew she 
would be able to gain great experience in her future field. This has proven to be true, as she currently 
works at Tri-County Corrections and gets hands-on experience. After four years at UMN Crookston, her 
favorite part of being a student here is the small and personable class sizes. She has great relationships 
with her teachers and often has in-depth conversations between her professors and other students within 
her criminal justice courses. 

In the criminal justice field, Lax hopes to make a difference. She hopes to be a positive influence in 
people’s lives whether she ends up being a police officer, probation agent, corrections officer, or an 
investigator. Her dream would be to work for a federal law enforcement agency specializing in 
intelligence. She is passionate about changing law enforcement for the better and hopes she can make an 
impact. 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
NSIC Sports 
 
In light of the NCAA Board of Governors' decision to direct all institutions and conferences to meet 
specific requirements to conduct fall sports and the NCAA Division II Presidents Council's announcement 
that all NCAA Division II fall championships are canceled, the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
(NSIC) Board of Directors has canceled NSIC fall competition and championships and suspended all 
athletic competition through December 31, 2020. 
 
Learn more regarding the canceling of Fall 2020 sports and the suspension of athletic competition 
through December 31, 2020 
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston athletic department began their CARA (Countable Athletic Related 
Activity) hours on Monday, September 28. The Golden Eagle student-athletes are currently completing up 
to eight hours a week of non-contact drills, while complying to social distancing and universal masking 
guidelines. UMN Crookston athletics was able to begin CARA hours due to the start of asymptomatic 
testing Thursday, September 24. 

 
Trap Shooting 
 
The 2020 Minnesota Crookston trap shooting season is on as scheduled for the fall season. This is due to 
the social distance naturally provided and the nature of the sport, as the Golden Eagles do not compete 
against any of their competition live. Scores are submitted to the USA College Clay Target League after 
competition rounds at the Crookston Gun Club and ranked against the competition. The Golden Eagles are 
looking for a great sophomore season, after finishing second in their conference in their inaugural season 
as a program. 
 

Throwback 

https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2020/8/13/general-nsic-cancels-fall-competition-championships-suspends-all-sports-competition-through-december-31.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2020/8/13/general-nsic-cancels-fall-competition-championships-suspends-all-sports-competition-through-december-31.aspx


 
For our throwback this month, let’s look back at the 1985-86 Trojan men’s basketball team coached by 
Gary Senske, who the recently refurbished Lysaker Gymnasium floor is named. The team had a 
tremendous season, capturing the Minnesota Community College Conference title. The Trojans went on 
to finish as runner-up in the NJCAA Region 13 Tournament, just short of the national tournament. 
 

 
 
Members of the 1985-86 team are pictured seated from left: Matt Halverson, Ron Miller, Scott Dvorak, 
Craig Pate, Dave Taus, Carlton Williams, Brian Tangen, and Pete Landby. Standing left to right: Athletic 
Director Marv Bachmeier, Coach Gary Senske, John Ostby, Dan Elhard, Steve Kvernmo, Randy Greendahl, 
Lloyd Anderson, Andrew Michael, Shawn Naas, John "Butch" Schleicher, equipment manager Stacy 
Hanzel, trainer. The team was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 2001.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

UMN Crookston is Home to the Only Black Division II Head Coach in Minnesota 

Krayton Nash 
Head Women's Tennis and Associate Head Men's Basketball Coach 
Written by Shawn Smith, Director of Athletic Communication 

In a recent article by Marcus Fuller of the Star Tribune, he chronicled the lack of racial diversity among 
Minnesota college coaches and leaders. The article explained, the only Black head coach among 
Minnesota’s nine NCAA Division II institutions is right here at UMN Crookston. Read more 

 

This section will feature news from one of our four academic departments along with links to 
updates/letters written especially for you by the department chairs. The University of Minnesota 
Crookston has two primary academic units, encompassing four departments, Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (AgNtr); Business (Bus); Humanities, Social Sciences and Education (HSSE); and Math, 
Science, and Technology (MST). 

 

 

 
“Sometimes I don’t know 

how to feel about it,” 
Nash stated. “To me, it 

shows there is a long way 
to go.” 

 
- Krayton Nash 

 

Coach Nash advising Samantha 
Hartung during the 2020 tennis season 

  Krayton Nash 
Head Women's Tennis & Associate 

Head Men's Basketball Coach 

https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2020/10/16/womens-tennis-umn-crookston-is-home-to-the-only-black-division-ii-head-coach-in-minnesota.aspx


Feature: 
Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education 

HSSE Chair, Mark E. Huglen, Ph.D., shares exciting developments for the 
department. These focus on four primary highlights; the online expansion 
of the criminal justice program, continued development of the teacher 
education program, the establishment of an English education program 
for teaching through the high school level, and the social media emphasis 
area as part of the communication program.  

More updates and Huglen’s Full Comments 

Other Department Updates 

● Business 
● Math, Science, and Technology 
● Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 

 

     

What's Your Story 
 

We want to hear about your 
experiences at UMN Crookston 

or NWSA and how they have 
made an impact on your life. 

Then & Now Photos 
 

Send us your photos from when 
you were on campus to where 
you are at now. We'd love to 

feature you in the next 
newsletter. 

Update Your Info 
 

We'd love to stay in touch with 
you. Please help us do so by 
updating your contact info. 

Tell Us  Submit Photos  Update Now 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxXrRKADlCLE2ZMRCDf3-FLjSdUZDiXq9lMSXzY-QXvNPHwQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEvJMieJtb4IuiHEnnXKu5me5XiSa171odVORWvBPsLLd3vw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCqbCnuSizCs0p-8iWX1-Tm1xOaTce6wzLUHtnF6rh13P9hw/viewform


 

 

 

Annual Teambacker Fund Drive 

It’s that time of year, friends - the UMC Teambacker Fund Drive. Help us lift up the Golden Eagles! Your 
giving is critical to moving Golden Eagle Athletics forward. For more information and ways to give: 

Make a gift to UMC Teambackers 

Check out the latest Teambacker Brochure (PDF) 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/fund.html?id=1174&path=teambackers
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b7K2GQedR5QlMMziviRlEJhx29UlkT2U/view


First-ever University of Minnesota Systemwide Recruitment Campaign 

The University of Minnesota system has developed the 
first-ever system recruitment campaign. We’re excited to 
share a preview of the new campaign, “Discover the 
University of Minnesota for You,” which launched on 
September 30. The campaign was developed collectively 
with each of the campuses’ admissions marketing leaders.  

Be sure to check out some of the campaign elements 
below. 

● Campaign videos 
● Campaign podcasts 
● Campaign website 

>>> All UMN Crookston Events <<< 

 

  

 

The US Department of Health and Human Services Awards $500,000 to White Earth 
Tribal and Community College in Partnership with UMN Crookston for Educational 
Opportunities  
 
$500,000 Grant Awarded 

 

UMN Crookston ranked one of the best in the latest rankings from U.S.News. 
 
Ranked #1 

 

UMN Crookston boasts 52 student-athletes earning 2019-20 Division 2 Athletics 
Directors Association (D2 ADA) Academic Achievement Awards. 
 
Award Winning Athletes 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyXoez4KrIOMOOeL-5ieR27jKFXajWRA4
https://voicesofyou.libsyn.com/
https://system.dev.umn.edu/myuofm
https://events.crk.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/news/us-department-health-and-human-services-grant
https://www.crk.umn.edu/news/us-news-ranking-2020
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2020/9/10/general-minnesota-crookston-has-52-student-athletes-earn-2019-20-d2-ada-academic-achievement-award.aspx


 

Ellie Brettschneider 2017 and Jesse Jennings 2015 
Ellie: Soccer and Sport & Recreation Management with Coaching Minor 
Jesse: Criminal Justice 

Hi I’m Ellie! At UMN Crookston I was a member of the soccer team, a C.A. (community adviser), and 
student studying sport and recreation management with a minor in coaching. I can’t forget about working 
with the awesome grill crew in Evergreen at night! I miss the small campus community and being able to 
know almost everyone while walking around campus.  

My internship experiences and classes provided the realization I have a passion for helping others. After 
graduation, I ventured to Winona, Minn., and was a graduate assistant hall director at Saint Mary’s 
University (SMUMN). Following graduation from SMUMN, I moved to Mankato, Minn., and am working as 
a central registration specialist for the Mankato Area Public Schools as well as a ninth grade soccer 
coach.  

 

UMN Crookston will not consider nor review student ACT or SAT test scores for fall 
2021 admission. 
 
No ACT/SAT for Admission 

 

UMN Crookston among the inaugural cohort of First Scholars® Network institutions. 
 
We care about our First Gen Students 

   

Then: 2017  Now: 2020 

https://www.crk.umn.edu/news/umn-crookston-end-use-act-sat-test-scores-admissions
https://www.crk.umn.edu/news/first-generation


Jesse attended Mitchell Hamline School of Law after graduating from UMN Crookston in 2015. He is now 
an assistant county attorney in southern Minnesota. He continues to stay involved in baseball by playing 
Minnesota Townball. 

Jesse and I make our home together with our dog, Sugar, in Mankato, Minn. 

 

Written by Nan Thurston, Online Student Services Professional 
 

The University of Minnesota Crookston has utilized a visionary philosophy of education from the 
beginning? Today, we take for granted all students have the opportunity for at least a high school 
education. In the early 1900s only the privileged, elite typically had access to a higher education. The 
visionaries who took advantage of the Land Grant mission had more than technical education in mind 
when they developed a school in northwest Minnesota, they also wanted to develop a ‘homegrown’ 
population of educated rural residents that would be able to take leadership roles in the area. The key 
proponents of the Red River Valley encouraged funding for this goal and worked to ensure the Minnesota 
legislature appropriated $15,000 in 1905 to establish the Northwest School of Agriculture (NWSA), a 
regional residential high school with a focus on agriculture; this was a radical move for the time. 

The Northwest School of Agriculture began classes in the fall of 1905 with an enrollment of thirty-one 
students, one classroom-dormitory, a barn, and a farmhouse that had been built in 1896. From small and 
inspired beginnings to our campus today! 

See more in the Aggie Yearbooks 

     

The toboggan slide built by the student 
body. December 13, 1916 

Aggie Yearbook (pg. 75) 
 

Bede Hall, the first permanent classroom 
building, was built in 1906 at the cost of 
$15,000. The first floor served as school 

classrooms, while the second floor contained 
all dining hall facilities, the third floor became 

a dormitory for the boys. 

Northwest School views 
1915-1916 

 

https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/212314
https://www.crk.umn.edu/files/nwsa-1916-yearbookjpg
https://www.crk.umn.edu/files/nwsa-1916-yearbookjpg
https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/212829


 

1. How many buildings are on the UMN Crookston campus? 

● 16 
● 28 
● 33 
● 41 

2. The town of Crookston was named after Colonel William Crooks. Who was he?  

● Cartographer for the United States Army 
● Chief engineer of the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad 
● Captain of a United States Navy vessel 
● Medical aid in the United States Army 

3. What is the student-to-faculty ratio at UMN Crookston? 

● 19:1 
● 16:1 
● 32:1 
● 25:1 

** Answers at the bottom of the newsletter. 

 

New Digital Archives 

Dig deep into our new Crookston digital archive through the University of 
Minnesota's Digital Conservancy.  Our collection includes: Aggie, Aggie 
Yearbook, Bulletin and Catalog, Commencement Programs, 
Commentator, Fourth Estate, New Student Directory, Northwest Monthly, 
Torch Magazine, Torchlight e-Newsletter and more.  



Visit the Crookston Collection 

How To: Navigate the Digital Conservancy (Video) 

 
 

Check out our social media accounts! 
 

 
Answers to Trivia: #1 - 41, #2 - Chief engineer of the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad, #3 - 16:1 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The torch is a symbol of enlightenment used in faith, in the Olympics, and as part of our nation’s Statue of Liberty. It's a sentiment our 
campus has used as a way of passing the responsibility and pride of our beloved institution to the next generation. Specifically, the 

torch has been passed to each class during commencement since 1968, illuminating the quality of education as well as the educational 
philosophy of the University of Minnesota. 

 
 

 
 

Questions about our Torchlight e-Newsletter? 
Contact Angelika Huglen, ahuglen@crk.umn.edu  |  2900 University Ave, Crookston MN 56716 

800-862-6466  |  218-281-8401  |   crk.umn.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/212303
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tPvWYIRPrg&t=3s
https://www.crk.umn.edu/general/torch
http://click.ecommunications2.umn.edu/?qs=8129cbf655219d8793338e99428314fe6f7630afa9c277565501c8d429ae96d7038afb74b13f5d7260ed48d6e0df1b46ece4b4640b694437
https://www.facebook.com/umncrookston
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=21159
https://twitter.com/umncrookston
https://www.youtube.com/user/UofMCrookston
https://www.tiktok.com/@umncrookston
https://instagram.com/umncrookston/
https://z.umn.edu/crookstonflickr


 

 Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education Department 

 

 
Update by Mark E. Huglen, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chair 
 
Our department is among four – Humanities, Social Sciences and Education 
(HSSE); Business (Bus); Math, Science, and Technology (MST); and Agriculture 
and Natural Resources (AgNtr). These four departments operate under two units, 
and the chairs of the departments are myself (HSSE), Kara Bowen (Bus), Venu 
Mukku (MST), and Kristie Walker (AgNtr). 
 
Fall semester 2020 has been underway for several weeks now. Staff, students, and faculty appear to be doing 
their part to ensure the environment is safe and professional. Masks, social distancing, personal hygiene care, 
and space cleaning are among the frequently recurring, and required or enhanced aspects of the “new” 
environment along with lectures, tests, and discussions. Some of our classes meet at the campus, some of our 
classes meet online, and some of our classes are some kind of blend among campus and online modalities. 
 
When thinking about the teaching and learning environment during these times, I find myself referring back to 
the scholarship of Joseph Walther about online interactions that meaning can be equally achievable via online or 
face-to-face.1 The name of Walther’s theory is Social Information Processing (SIP). The acronym for the theory 
is SIP, with the play on words idea that online communication meaning develops slower like a “sip” than the 
quicker developing meaning of face-to-face. Face-to-face is more like a “gulp.” The scholarship supports the 
understanding that these two diverse ways of communicating can achieve the same or similar result. 
 
Exciting developments for our department and hence the University of Minnesota Crookston as a whole are to 
add the online delivery option for the criminal justice program along with our traditional campus delivery of the 
program, the continued development of the teacher education program through grant funding, the establishment 
of an English education program for teaching through the high school level, and the establishment of a social 
media emphasis area as part of the communication program. 
 
Criminal Justice:  
Update by Mathew Loeslie,  
director of the criminal justice program  
 

The University of Minnesota Board of Regents approved the criminal 
justice degree to be offered online at the University of Minnesota 
Crookston starting Fall 2020. The online criminal justice curriculum is 
similar to the criminal justice degree offered on campus. 
 
The Minnesota Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) Board has 
approved UMN Crookston’s program for certification, meaning graduates 
from UMN Crookson are eligible to become licensed police officers in 
Minnesota. This program is the only POST-certified criminal justice 
program in the University of Minnesota System. 
 
With this online degree program, UMN Crookston will be able to reach a wider audience of individuals 
who work full-time or live too far from campus to commute. 



 
In addition, with recent events, it is clear some of our nation’s fear, sadness, and anger surround the 
criminal justice system. By having our criminal justice degree approved for online delivery, we now 
have the opportunity to equip more students to influence change and lead in the field of criminal justice. 
 
The highly publicized difficulties related to criminal justice have served to underscore the ongoing 
commitment of UMN Crookston’s criminal justice program to enhance learning including required 
coursework in ethics, communication, and diversity. 

 
Teacher Education:  
Update by Soo-Yin Lim-Thompson, Ph.D. 
Morse Distinguished Teaching Professor  
 

On behalf of the Teacher Education Unit, the faculty hope all of you are 
well, safe, and healthy during these extraordinary challenging times. The 
Teacher Education Unit has grown since its inception in 2007 from a one 
teacher license program, early childhood education (birth–3rd grade), to 
currently serving five teacher licensure programs, providing teacher 
candidates a full range of licensing scope from birth through 12th grade. 
The new additions are 1) elementary education (k–6) in 2011; 2) 
agricultural education (grades 5–12) in 2015; 3) work-based learning (grades 9–12); and 4) English 
education (grades 5–12) in 2020. 
 
The Teacher Education Unit is committed and strives to find ways to recruit, mentor, and retain 
indigenous teacher candidates and candidates of color that reflect the demographics of ethnically diverse 
populations of students in our surrounding communities of Crookston and at-large. Since 2016, along 
with the recent successful grant funding from the Administration from Children and Families (ACF), the 
White Earth Tribal and Community College has partnered with UMN Crookston to offer early childhood 
and elementary education baccalaureate degrees. The ACF grant makes it possible to increase the 
number of qualified early childhood teachers to teach in American Indian Head Start and Early Head 
Start programs and to meet the unique needs of the Native American communities. The cohort program 
will provide flexible course delivery using the HyFlex model in a culturally and linguistically responsive 
setting, provide strong support and mentorship for the teacher candidates, offer remedial instruction, and 
assistance such as tuition, books, and computers.  
 
The Teacher Education Unit would like to recognize and congratulate some recent retirements: Marsha 
Odom, Ph.D., (2018) in elementary education, Marilyn Grave, associate professor (2020) in early 
childhood, and Lyle Westrom, Ph.D., (2020) in agricultural education. We also have new faculty added 
to our elementary education program. Here are introductory biographies from James Foss, Ph.D., and 
Shari Daniels, Ph.D. 
  

James Foss, Ph.D., is an assistant professor who teaches methods courses for mathematics, social 
studies, and sciences in elementary grades. He also teaches education foundation courses. Foss 
“engages in research centered on elementary teaching candidates’ appreciation and ability to 
enact innovative methods for teaching.” Since joining the faculty in 2018, his efforts have 
focused on preparing students to consider learning based on what it means to know something 
(personal epistemology), and what realistic actions teacher candidates can plan for as a result of 
this type of thinking. Teaching methods courses for math and science have students consider 
perspectives about knowledge and the processes that have been demonstrated as useful for 
critical thought and reasoning. Within a model of teacher guided inquiry, this work takes place 
alongside the ever-practical matter of how children learn and can share what they know. A 



unique strength of this approach allows space to surface issues of equity and considerations of 
social justice issues that affect Minnesota school children. Through January 2020, a fellowship 
grant allowed Foss to collaborate with professionals across the state to enhance emphasis on 
practice-based teaching through inquiry. This entails candidates to interrogate and rehearse 
specific "teaching moves" in a low risk setting before working directly with children. The 
overarching goal of Foss's research and teaching is to help UMN Crookston teacher candidates to 
identify and disrupt common teaching patterns that reproduce inequities and increase all 
elementary students' access to a robust program of learning. 
 
Shari Daniels, Ph.D., is an assistant professor teaching reading and language arts and writing and 
language arts for the elementary grades and also teaches education foundation courses. Her 
research on teachers as writers, and her own journey and passion for writing, inspired her to start 
a First Year Teacher Writing/Mentoring Group with recent graduates that meets once a month 
via Zoom during this unprecedented time. Daniels says, “sharing stories and seeking support 
from one another are goals for this group, along with spending time writing together and 
exploring poetry as a life support for the challenges and celebrations of our days. The writing 
and reading poetry together has been a balm to their weary souls and seeing familiar faces has 
brought connection to UMC friends who are going through similar experiences.” 

 
Despite the multiple challenges we all might be facing personally and professionally during this 
COVID-19 pandemic, reach out and connect with your teacher education faculty and friends to support 
one another.  

 
English and English Education:  
Update by Rachel McCoppin, Ph.D. 
Morse Distinguished Teaching Professor 
 

UMN Crookston’s English online degree has now been offered for over two 
years, and it is doing quite well. With 40 required credits in both literature 
and writing courses, students gain expertise that prepares them for a wide 
variety of English-related careers. As one of the only online English degrees 
in the state of Minnesota, we are proud to serve online students both 
nationally and internationally. 
 
UMN Crookston’s English program is also pleased to announce our brand new English education 
degree. This new English education degree allows one to be an English teacher in grades 5-12. The 
English education degree incorporates literature, writing, communication, and education courses.  
 
Students majoring in English education will be required to take writing-intensive courses and will be 
displaying the applied English skills of writing, editing, and research; thus, students will be able to gain 
an understanding and appreciation of the English language. English education majors will also be able to 
obtain skills unique to the humanities, as a large portion of the degree focuses on the field of literature. 
The study of literature allows students to form and articulate aesthetic judgments on creative works; 
analyze personal, philosophical, and global issues; and learn about diverse cultural practices. This 
English education degree also consists of some communication courses to allow students to gain the 
applied skills of speaking, writing, listening, and communicating with others. The degree requires 30 
credits of both English (literature and writing) and communication courses, 25.5 credits of education 
courses, and 13 credits of specifically English education coursework.  
 
Teaching English in grades 5-12 allows one to have a career in a field that carries a great deal of 
meaning and joy; therefore, UMN Crookston’s English faculty are proud to now be helping our students 
enter into this rewarding career. 

 



Communication:  
Update by Megan Bell, Ph.D., assistant professor  
 

The communication program has added a new social media track, providing 
three options for students: communication studies, organizational 
communication and public relations, and social media.  
 
Also, we hosted a virtual graduation celebration this spring for our 
graduates and celebrated our seniors via Zoom with remarks from program 
faculty and our professional advisor. We celebrated our first graduates from 
the agricultural communication major, a program offered jointly with agriculture.  

 
 
Notes 
 
1. See Walther, Joseph. “Interpersonal Effects in Computer-Mediated Interaction: A Relational Perspective.” 
Communication Research, vol. 19, no. 1, 1992, pp. 52-90. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Business Department 

 

Happy fall!  The Business Department has been very busy since our last summer update.  
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston, received a $100,000, one-year grant from the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development (RD) agency to fund the Mano Amiga program of the Veden Center for Rural 
Economic Development. 
 

The Vedan Center works to increase employment and entrepreneurship opportunities among the growing Latino 
community in Crookston and Polk County areas surrounding the university. UMN Crookston officials said the university 
plans to expand the Mano Amiga program into additional geographic areas as the project takes root and grows.  

 
UMN Crookston is a pioneer in utilizing resources of the state’s large university system to benefit marginalized 
Minnesota communities in a culturally relevant manner. 
 

Read the news release about the Mano Amiga Rural Program and the USDA grant funds. 
 
Faculty volunteer:  

● Barry Stephens serves as president for the Humane Society of Polk County. 
● Rutherford Johnson, Ph.D., chairs the organization conference held annually at the Harvard Faculty Club. 

 

Faculty continue to educate themselves: 
● Rutherford Johnson completed a masters of liberal arts in sustainability at Harvard University Extension 

School. 

● Barry Stephens completed 40 hours of continuing education to maintain his CPA license. 
● Vicki Gustafson attended the Association of University Programs in Health Administration Annual 

Conference. 

 
Faculty present at conference and publish articles: 

● Rachel Lundbohm, DBA, and Rutherford Johnson, Ph.D., presented at the 2020 ACBSP Virtual 

Conference in June. Title: Factors Influencing Perceptions of Student Learning in Hybrid Courses. 
Presenters: Rachel Lundbohm & Rutherford Johnson 

● Johnson’s credit card balance transfers article was published on Wallet Hub. 

https://wallethub.com/credit-cards/balance-transfer/#expert=Rutherford_Cd._Johnson 
 
Faculty continue to improve curriculum: 

● Vicki Gustafson implemented an applied leadership course that includes five weeks of soft leadership 
skills.  The course has been popular with students.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/veden-center
https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/veden-center
https://www.crk.umn.edu/news/mano-amiga


 

 Math, Science and Technology Department 

 

Greetings from the Faculty and Staff of the Math, Science and Technology (MST) Department.  

We hope all of you are doing well in these tough times and all your family and friends are doing well. Below you’ll find an 

update on the happenings in our department.  

1. With the administrative changes of 2020-2021, the health management program moved to the Business 
Department. However, you are always welcome to reach out to your favorite advisor anytime.  

2. On Friday, September 25, UMN Crookston Faculty Assembly voted to approve a new minor in sustainability. Katy 
Chapman, Ph.D., associate professor of biology and environmental sciences led a group of faculty across multiple 
departments to develop the minor which is open to students from all system campuses. We will start offering 

the minor from fall 2021 pending approval by the Board of Regents.  
3. As you know sustainability is dear to the students of Crookston. Under the leadership of Chapman, the 

University of Minnesota Crookston received two grants to further the cause. The first grant is from CERTS (Clean 

Energy Resource Team) for a study on upgrading the lighting in Dowell Hall to LED and adding occupancy 
sensors.  Otter Tail Energy provided another grant to do a geothermal feasibility study for our campus. 

4. The labs in Dowell Hall, where some of you spent four years perfecting the techniques in biology, chemistry, and 
physics, are being redesigned to provide even better educational experiences.  

5. Research capacity at UMN Crookston is being tripled with the renovation of unused space in Owen Hall.  
6. Faculty in the department continue their quest for research dollars and submitted two grants (in 2019 and 2020) 

to the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources. One was recommended for funding pending 

legislative approval and the other was shortlisted.  
7. Mr. Karl Anderson was appointed to the American Society of Microbiology’s Young Leaders Circle which is the 

governing body of their global ambassador program.  

8. Sameer Abufardeh, Ph.D., has moved to pursue other opportunities. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 Agriculture and Natural Resources Department 

 

 

Morgan Pyles 

Equine Science Lecturer  

The UMN Crookston Agriculture and Natural Resources Department welcomes Morgan Pyles as a new equine 
science lecturer. Pyles grew up in Florida and moved to Wyoming to complete her associate in applied science 
degree in horse management from Central Wyoming College. For the past eight years, she has been in 
Lexington, Ky., where she completed a bachelor of science degree in equine science and management and a 
master’s degree in animal science at the University of Kentucky. Pyles is in the process of completing her Ph.D. 
in animal science and her graduate research focused on "Factors influencing mare milk composition and yield 
and foal digestive health". She plans to continue pursuing research efforts in equine nutrition and introduce 
students to the world of equine science research. Involvement in undergraduate research is what started Pyles 
on her research journey and she plans to provide similar opportunities for her students at UMN Crookston. 
Pyles got her start in the equine industry at a very young age, competing in barrel racing and roping, and has 
participated in a few reined cow horse shows.  

When asked what she's enjoyed so far, Pyles says, "The faculty and staff have been so helpful, friendly, and 
welcoming which has really helped us feel welcomed into the new community. The equine facility and horses 
in this program are quite impressive! I am really enjoying getting to know the students and the horses." She is 
teaching a variety of equine courses and hopes to develop some courses that will complement the equine 
program. When asked about her teaching responsibilities, Pyles stated “I am really excited to have the horses 
and barn right here on campus. We can talk about a concept in class then go to the barn and apply what we 
have learned in a practical scenario.”  


