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FROM THE PROGRAM COORDINATOR
DR. NJOKI KAMAU

As the academic year comes to a close, WGSS faculty, staff and 
students have a lot to celebrate. We celebrate our colleagues in the 
other components of the Anthropology, Sociology, and Criminology 
Department (ASC) for welcoming WGSS with open arms and respect
ing the integrity of our work.

We celebrate our new hire, Dr. Devaleena Das, who will join us in Fall 
2018 and as such the WGSS component will be strengthened. We 
celebrate the continued collaborations with feminist organizations in the Twin Ports. We celebrate 
our scholarship recipients and the donors who have made these scholarship awards possible! Most 
fitting this time of year, we celebrate our graduating students from whom we have learned so 
much.
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Congratulations to our students. You have worked so hard and now it is the time to step into the world and actualize the skills, 
knowledge, and virtues you have attained and now embody. In many of our classrooms meetings, we explored the complicat
ed nature of our various identities, the multiple and conflicting interpretations given to works of equality, equity, justice, and 
inclusion. In the words of Nobel Laureate 2004 professor Wangari Maathai we agreed “there comes a time when 
humanity is called to shift to a new level of consciousness ... that time is now!” We release you into the world as 
courageous subjects that name and define your destinies. You are well prepared, committed and ready to do the hard work of 
social transformation in all the places you may find yourselves. Embrace diversity of perspectives, listen with radical empathy, 
stand in that tragic gap and make a difference. You are committed and well prepared to be and become local, regional, nation
al and global leaders. You are our future and we trust in you! Be the excellent ambassadors of WGSS in all that you might be 
called to do in your lifetimes. Always remember: you are not alone, you are standing on the shoulders of a long line of femi
nists women and men that gave so much and now it is your turn to give.

And when you speak in a liberatory voice and threaten even those who may initially claim to want your works and words, do 
not give up. Resist, persist and insist! Always re
member this excerpt from Marianne Williamson 
Poem- Our Deepest Fear:

Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.
It is our light, not our darkness 
That frightens us.

Thank you.
your mwalimu (swhaili word for teacher).
Dr. Njoki Kamau Senior Seminar Class of 2018
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SENIOR SEMINAR 2018

Ashley Grunewald

Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies has chal
lenged me and enabled me to see the world with 
more depth and more color. It has made me aware 
of the unique challenges and complex experiences 
of individuals and communities. Women’s Studies 
has and will continue to challenge me to seek jus
tice, to value mercy, and to embody courage and 
compassion every day. My experience in Women’s 
Studies classrooms has invited me to love better 
and to live freer.

Tasha Tart
The WGSS Department and major is one of the few 
programs left at UMD that doubles as a safe haven for 
minority students as well as teaches students the 
reality of human beings’ impact on each other and on 
the earth. My WGSS professors are also my best 
friends and are more dedicated than any other profes
sors I’ve had to teaching me how to think. I can’t de
scribe in words how my WGSS major has affected/ 
changed my life, but it can be seen through my dedi
cation and participation in international grassroots 
organizations who are dedicated to standing in solidar
ity with humans across borders. It can be seen in my 
everyday actions and feelings towards others. WGSS 
is not just a major, it enables an entirely new way of 
thinking. I would suggest that every student coming to 
UMD take a WGSS course. There’s no possible way 
you could regret it.

Will McGraw
I am a Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies and 
Social Work double major with a minor in 
LGBTQ Studies. I became a WGSS student be
cause I was hyper-aware of all the injustices in our 
world, but not knowledgeable about what I could 
do to make change in my community. Thanks to 
the department, I feel I now have the tools to ana
lyze various axes of oppression and then turn my 
energy into inclusive revolutionary praxis.
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 2018

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:

The Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies Advisory Board and 
the Women’s Resource and Action Center (WRAC) worked 
together to host a March calendar full of fantastic Women’s 
History Month speakers, events, and screenings. Ellen Kenne
dy, the founder and Executive Director of World Without 
Genocide, spoke about the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women; students gathered 
with WGSS faculty Chloe Diamond-Lenow to read and discuss 
the Combahee River Collective statement; the CLA Change 
team organized a #MeToo Speak Out; we gathered to watch 
and be inspired by the films “Free CeCe” and “Dolores”; we 
recognized International Women’s Day with dinner and a per
formance; faculty held a panel discussion on the feminist past, 
present and futures of UMD; keynote speaker Karen Diver 
spoke about “the Recognition of Women of Color in Today’s 
Feminism”; and we wrapped up the month with a Meet Your 
Mayor session with Emily Larson!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2018 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!
Audrey Baumgartner was awarded the Legacy Scholarship for her “excellent record of scholarship and activism”.

Audrey is a junior from New Brighton, MN and is double-majoring in WGSS and Political Science with a minor in 
Communication. She is actively involved with PAVSA as well as WRAC, and enjoys reading memoirs in her free-time. 
After graduation she hopes to go on to law school to pursue a career as a county or state prosecutor.

Lexi Finnegan and Sara Minder were awarded the Jane Maddy Scholarship for their commitment to WGSS.

Lexi, a sophomore from Savage, MN, is majoring in WGSS and International Studies. She is actively involved in the 
community and enjoys having a cup of coffee in her spare time. After graduation she hopes to go on to law school to 
become a human rights lawyer.

Sara, a junior from Robbinsdale, MN, is majoring in Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies and Political Science with 
a certificate in Business Administration. She is actively involved with NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota, Student Advo
cates for Choice at LIMD, the Women's Resource and Action Center, and the UMD marching and pep bands. After 
graduation she hopes to pursue a career working for a non-profit or feminist organization. She also hopes to run for 
office someday.

Featured in the photo to the right is the Panel Discussion titled 
“Feminist Pasts and Futures at UMD”. Pictured from front to back are 
Dr. Bilin Tsai (Professor Emeritus, Chemistry & Biochemistry), Dr. 
Beth Bartlett (Professor Emeritus, WGSS), Chloe Diamond Lenow 
(Faculty, WGSS), Susana Pelayo Woodward (Director, Office of Di
versity & Inclusion), Janet Pribyl (Assistant Director, Career & In
ternship Services), and Mags David (Assistant Librarian and Panel
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Return Service Request

Jodi Carlson-Grebinoski
274 Library

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING UMD’S DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN, GENDER & SEXUALITY STUDIES
I/We would like to make a gift to the WGSS department: $
Name:Address:
Phone: E-mail:
Graduation year if alumna/alumnus:
_ My/our employer will match this gift. Enclosed is the company’s matching gift form.

Payment Options: __Check enclosed (Payable to UMD)
Credit Card:__Visa __  American Express __MasterCard __ Disc
Account # Exp. Date:
Name on Card:_____________________________________________
Signature:_________________________________________________

Gifts to UMD/WGSS are tax deductible.

Mail pledge form to:
CLA Development Office 
Bohannon Hall 116 
1201 Ordean Court 
Duluth, MN 55812

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
The University of Minnesota Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization soliciting tax-deductible private contributions for the University of Minnesota. Financial 
and other information about University of Minnesota Foundation’s purpose, programs and activities can be obtained by contacting the Chief Financial Officer at 200 Oak 

Street SE, Suite 500, Minneapolis, MN 55455 (612) 624- 3333, or for residents of the following states, as stated below. Maryland: For the cost of postage and copying, from the Secre
tary of State. Michigan: MICS No. 50198. New Jersey: INFORMATION FILED WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PER
CENTAGE OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE OB

TAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973) 504-6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT http:// 
wvvw.njconsumeraffairs.gov/charities. New York: Upon request, from the Attorney General Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. Pennsylvania: The official 

registration and financial information of University of Minnesota Foundation may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732- 
0999. Virginia: From the State Office of Consumer Affairs in the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs, P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. Washington: From the Secretary of 

State at 1-800-352-4483 . The registration required by the state charitable solicitation act is on file with the Secretary of State's office. West Virginia: West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of 
the registration and financial documents from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAW. REGISTRATION IN A STATE DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF UNIVERSITY OF MIN

NESOTA FOUNDATION BY THE STATE.
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