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Michele Norris and The Grace ofMichele Norris and The Grace of
SilenceSilence
NPR'sNPR's Michele Norris Michele Norris (http://www.npr.org/people/2100974/michele-norris) (http://www.npr.org/people/2100974/michele-norris) talked about her new talked about her new

book, book, The Grace of Silence,The Grace of Silence, with Minnesota Public Radio's  with Minnesota Public Radio's Tom CrannTom Crann

(http://minnesota.publicradio.org/about/people/mpr_people_display.php?aut_id=13)(http://minnesota.publicradio.org/about/people/mpr_people_display.php?aut_id=13)..

ABOUT THE BOOKABOUT THE BOOK

In the wake of talk of a "postracial" America upon Barack Obama’s ascension as president ofIn the wake of talk of a "postracial" America upon Barack Obama’s ascension as president of

the United States, Michele Norris, cohost of National Public Radio’s flagship program Allthe United States, Michele Norris, cohost of National Public Radio’s flagship program All

Things Considered, set out to write, through original reporting, a book about "the hiddenThings Considered, set out to write, through original reporting, a book about "the hidden

conversation" on race that is unfolding nationwide. She would, she thought, base her book onconversation" on race that is unfolding nationwide. She would, she thought, base her book on

the frank disclosures of others on the subject, but she was soon disabused of her presumptionthe frank disclosures of others on the subject, but she was soon disabused of her presumption

when forced to confront the fact that “the conversation” in her own family had not beenwhen forced to confront the fact that “the conversation” in her own family had not been

forthright.forthright.

In what became a profoundly personal and bracing journey into her family’s past, NorrisIn what became a profoundly personal and bracing journey into her family’s past, Norris

traveled from her childhood home in Minneapolis to her ancestral roots in the Deep South totraveled from her childhood home in Minneapolis to her ancestral roots in the Deep South to

explore the reasons for the “things left unsaid” by her father and mother when she was growingexplore the reasons for the “things left unsaid” by her father and mother when she was growing

up, the better to come to terms with her own identity. Along the way she discovered how herup, the better to come to terms with her own identity. Along the way she discovered how her

character was forged by both revelation and silence.character was forged by both revelation and silence.

(HTTP://WWW.NPR.ORG/PEOPLE/2100974/MICHELE-NORRIS)(HTTP://WWW.NPR.ORG/PEOPLE/2100974/MICHELE-NORRIS)MICHELEMICHELE

NORRISNORRIS

Michele Norris hosts NPR's news magazine Michele Norris hosts NPR's news magazine All Things ConsideredAll Things Considered,,

public radio's longest-running national program, with Robert Siegel andpublic radio's longest-running national program, with Robert Siegel and

Melissa Block. Before coming to NPR in 2002, Norris was aMelissa Block. Before coming to NPR in 2002, Norris was a

correspondent for ABC News, from 1993 to 2002. As a contributingcorrespondent for ABC News, from 1993 to 2002. As a contributing

correspondent for the "Closer Look" segments oncorrespondent for the "Closer Look" segments on World News Tonight World News Tonight
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with Peter Jenningswith Peter Jennings, Norris reported extensively on education, inner city issues, the nation's, Norris reported extensively on education, inner city issues, the nation's

drug problem, and poverty.drug problem, and poverty.

In 2009, Norris was named "Journalist of the Year" by the National Association of BlackIn 2009, Norris was named "Journalist of the Year" by the National Association of Black

Journalists. A four-time Pulitzer Price entrant, Norris has also been honored with NABJ's 2006Journalists. A four-time Pulitzer Price entrant, Norris has also been honored with NABJ's 2006

Salute to Excellence Award, the University of Minnesota's Outstanding Achievement Award, andSalute to Excellence Award, the University of Minnesota's Outstanding Achievement Award, and

the 1990 Livingston Award. Norris attended the University of Wisconsin, where she majored inthe 1990 Livingston Award. Norris attended the University of Wisconsin, where she majored in

electrical engineering, and graduated from the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, whereelectrical engineering, and graduated from the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, where

she studied journalism.she studied journalism.

TOM CRANNTOM CRANN

Tom Crann has been the host of “All Things Considered” forTom Crann has been the host of “All Things Considered” for

Minnesota Public Radio News since 2005. He has interviewed aMinnesota Public Radio News since 2005. He has interviewed a

wide range of public figures, including every member ofwide range of public figures, including every member of

Minnesota's congressional delegation, as well as politicians,Minnesota's congressional delegation, as well as politicians,

experts, writers, and artists. He has been a host, producer, andexperts, writers, and artists. He has been a host, producer, and

interviewer for Minnesota Public Radio since 1995.interviewer for Minnesota Public Radio since 1995.

Parking + DirectionsParking + Directions (/contact/parking.html) (/contact/parking.html)

More InformationMore Information

For more information and disability accommodations, please call (612) 625-5340 or For more information and disability accommodations, please call (612) 625-5340 or   

e-mail e-mail cspg@umn.educspg@umn.edu (mailto:cspg@umn.edu) (mailto:cspg@umn.edu)..

Cohosted by Minnesota Public Radio and the Center for the Study of Politics and GovernanceCohosted by Minnesota Public Radio and the Center for the Study of Politics and Governance
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