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Happy New Year!

It is hard to believe we have turned the calendar to 
welcome 2020. A new year is like a clean slate and a 
chance to reflect on the year past but look forward to 
what is ahead. 

One of the highlights of the past year was the 
inauguration of the 17th president in University of 
Minnesota history. It was a grand day and I am confident 
President Joan Gabel will lead the University in the 
best way possible. Read more about her and her visit to 
Crookston in this issue of the Torch.

On the other hand, harvest in fall 2019 was extremely difficult for farmers, and the area will 
continue to feel its impact in the months and years ahead. Significant rainfall, frost, and field 
conditions made harvest in some spots impossible. Agriculture is the cornerstone of our economy and 
our culture in northwest Minnesota, and we need to be sensitive to what all this means to our students 
and our community going forward.  

On the academic side, take a moment to congratulate two of our outstanding faculty. John 
Loegering, professor of natural resources was recognized as a Fellow of The Wildlife Society Fellows 
Award (TWS). With the award, Loegering joins a prestigious and distinctive group of professionals 
with a legacy of service and a wealth of contributions to the wildlife ecology and management field. 

Associate Professor Venugopal Mukku, received the 2019 Award for Global Engagement (AGE) for 
his work on internationalization and global awareness at the University of Minnesota Crookston. The 
award is given to those faculty and staff whose achievements and contributions to global education, 
research, and engagement are exceptional.

In athletics, we are excited to bring hockey back to campus. If you haven’t heard, coming in the fall 
we will have a club hockey team and play games in the Crookston Sports Center. Hockey has a great 
history on this campus, and students are looking forward to cheering on Golden Eagle Hockey come 
fall. Along with hockey, we have added a trapshooting club and they had a great season finishing 
second in the conference. Last fall was also the inaugural season for our new cross country team. They 
competed in their first-ever NSIC Cross Country Championship in October.

You may be aware, our institution made the difficult decision to discontinue the football program. 
See page 5 for detailed information. 

With spring semester underway, we are thinking once again about commencement. If you are in the 
area, join us for the celebration of our graduates and don’t hesitate to stop and introduce yourself, I am 
always interested in meeting alumni! 

Maroon and Gold Forever,
Mary Holz-Clause
Chancellor 

From the
C H A N C E L L O R
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campus HEADLINES

Professor John Loegering 
Recognized as Fellow of TWS

John Loegering, professor 
of natural resources at the 
University of Minnesota 
Crookston, was recognized as 
a Fellow of The Wildlife Society 
Fellows Award (TWS). With 
the award, Loegering joins 
a prestigious and distinctive 
group of professionals with a 
legacy of service and a wealth 
of contributions to the wildlife ecology and management 
field. A certified wildlife biologist, Loegering serves 
as an advisor to the Student Chapter of The Wildlife 
Society, a group he helped organize when he arrived on 
the Crookston campus in 2000. 

Grant Funding Awarded
A project to increase participation by women and 

minorities from rural areas in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) as well as the 
areas of food, agriculture, natural resources, and 
human (FANH) sciences has been funded by the USDA. 
The $92,000 grant award will help foster mentoring 
relationships between high-school students, college 
students, and researchers at the University of Minnesota 
Crookston.

Associate Professor Venu Mukku 
Receives AGE Award

Associate Professor 
Venugopal Mukku, received 
the 2019 Award for Global 
Engagement (AGE) for his 
work on internationalization 
and global awareness at 
the University of Minnesota 
Crookston. The award is given 
to those faculty and staff whose 
achievements and contributions 
to global education, research, and engagement are 
exceptional. This honor recognizes Mukku’s many years 
of outstanding international contributions.

Golden Eagle Football Program 
Discontinued 

The 2019 football season was the last for Golden Eagle 
Football following a decision by campus leadership to 
discontinue the program.

“As an institution, the decision to discontinue any 
program is extremely difficult,” says Mary Holz-Clause, 
chancellor at UMN Crookston. “Ensuring a balanced, 
financially stable profile across our athletics department 
demands careful analysis, planning, and thoughtful 
consideration, all of which played a role in making this 
challenging decision and will continue to play a role in 
how we approach this work every day. Going forward, 
we will invest more in other programs to support the 
diverse demands and interests of our students, taking 
into account facility needs, departmental balance, 
budget and competitive opportunities. 

“We deeply value the hard work of our student-
athletes, coaches, athletic administration, and 
everyone associated with this program. They dedicated 
themselves to representing our campus community in a 
positive way and I want to thank them for that,” noted 
the Chancellor.

The program has historically faced serious challenges 
from lack of available funding, challenges that have 
grown in recent years. Without substantial and ongoing 
financial investment in facilities, student-athlete 
development, scholarships, and staffing, the football 
program cannot be maintained, let alone improve 
competitively. 

Lacking the ability to make these investments, either 
now or in the future, Crookston will reallocate football-
related expenditures into other areas of its athletics 
department to enhance and strengthen its other 12 
NCAA Division II athletic programs, 11 of which compete 
in the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(NSIC). These resources will provide more flexibility in 
roster sizes, scholarship offerings, and staffing across 
all Golden Eagle programs, while also creating new 
opportunities to invest in maintaining and improving 
athletic facilities.

“Discontinuing the football program was not an option 
we wanted to pursue, but as we worked through the 
process, it became evident that it was the right decision 
for the long-term health of our athletics department,” 
said Stephanie Helgeson, director of athletics. “This 
will move Golden Eagle Athletics into its strongest 
possible future, one in which we can better support all 
of our athletics programs and provide an outstanding 
collegiate experience to each of our student-athletes.” 

https://www.crk.umn.edu/
http://www.umcrookston.edu
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On July 1, 2019, Joan T.A. Gabel became the University of Minnesota’s 
17th president and the first woman in history to hold the title. A number 
of campus representatives attended her inauguration celebration and came 
back with stories of how much they enjoyed being at the festivities. 

President Gabel spent time on campus in October as part of her 
inauguration tour. While she was here, she met with students, faculty, staff, 
and the community where she addressed questions and spent time getting 
to know the Crookston campus. It was an honor to host her. 

President Gabel took time in 
the arena to meet Max. 

Welcoming
T H E  1 7 T H P R E S I D E N T
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About President Gabel
President Joan T.A. Gabel leads the University’s 

mission by honoring its legacy as a place of discovery 
and opportunity, while emphasizing solutions inspired by 
Minnesotans that serve our state and change the world.

Gabel most recently served as executive vice president 
and the provost at the University of South Carolina (UofSC), 
where she revitalized scholarly enterprise and launched 
dynamic programs, increasing enrollment, and alternative 
revenue streams. 

Under her leadership, UofSC emerged as a national 
leader through the creation of “arenas of excellence,” 
which promote opportunities for students to experience 
interdisciplinary study, research, and pathways to 
career opportunities in information technology and the 
health sciences. She expanded the university’s global 
footprint and impact; championed experiential learning, 
entrepreneurialism and service learning; and worked to incentivize and support faculty. She also 
expanded campus diversity and inclusion efforts, which included the recruitment and support of 
underrepresented students, faculty and staff, as well as the creation of inclusive programs and forums 
to measurably improve the campus climate.

Previously, Gabel held faculty appointments at Georgia State University and served as the 
DeSantis Professor and chair of the Department of Risk Management/Insurance, Real Estate and 
Legal Studies at Florida State University. She also served as dean of the University of Missouri’s 
Robert J. Trulaske, Sr. College of Business, where she established nationally recognized distributed 

learning opportunities and was recognized 
as a shining star in business school 
administration by the Wall Street Journal. 

Gabel’s early academic interests include 
legal and ethical issues in business, 
including governance. In recent years, 
she has turned her scholarly focus to the 
public higher education mission, ethical 
governance, and women’s leadership. 
Gabel has also served as editor in chief 
of the American Business Law Journal 
and the Journal of Legal Studies in 
Business, and as a board member of the 
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools 
of Business. She has been recognized with 
numerous research, service, and teaching 
awards, including a Fulbright Scholarship.

To learn more, visit  
president.umn.edu/about

Welcoming

Mascots from each campus joined in the inauguration 
celebration.

President Joan T.A. Gabel

https://www.crk.umn.edu/
http://www.umcrookston.edu
http://president.umn.edu/about
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University of Minnesota Crookston senior Paige Pitlick truly embodies the 
University of Minnesota system tagline “Driven to Discover.” Pitlick’s passion 
for science and ongoing absorption of knowledge has molded her path and taken 
her on to become a future student of the College of Pharmacy at the University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities.  

Pitlick, a UMN Crookston senior from Jordan, Minn., is a semester away 
from graduating with a degree in health sciences alongside two minors, one in 
chemistry and another in biology with an emphasis in pre-pharmacy. For Pitlick, 
pre-pharmacy lines up perfectly with her passion, chemistry. 

Nonetheless, Pitlick did not know from a young age that chemistry and 
pharmacy were her passion. She grew up on a goat farm and spent years 
partaking in 4-H activities. Given her connection to livestock and agricultural 
education, Pitlick automatically connected it to animal science and thought that 
could be something she would love to pursue. However, after taking chemistry 
classes in high school, Pitlick knew she had found her calling. 

UMN Crookston Senior Paige Pitlick Bonds 
Chemistry with Pharmaceutical Care 
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Pitlick recalls being recruited to play softball 
at UMN Crookston and how because of that, 
her journey to become a pharmacy student, 
started. During her time at UMN Crookston, 
Pilick kept herself motivated with one of her 
favorite quotes, “be where your feet are.” 

“It is easy to get stressed with homework, 
sports, other obligations, and looking forward 
to the end of the week, so I remind myself to 
make sure I enjoy where I am right now” says 
Pitlick.

Aside from being a two sport athlete, 
including softball and cross country, and being 
a top student, Pitlick has job shadowed in 
the realm of pharmacy she hopes to one day 
work in. Pitlick loves the rush and the stakes 
of being in the emergency room working 
during ER rotations or being a clinical 
pharmacist. These pharmacists work one-on-
one with patients by giving them their day-
to-day medicines, checking that the medicine 
doesn’t cause a certain reaction, working with 
emergency medical technicians (EMT’s) as 
they arrive to the hospital to see what they 
have already given the patient and how to 
further stabilize them, and much more. 

“This type of pharmacist is more hands on 
and works in a higher risk environment. It 
involves functioning in a more stressful and 

high pressure situation which I work well in,” 
Pitlick explains. 

Pitlick knows she will encounter challenges 
and has much to learn before heading into the 
field. One of the aspects she is nervous about is 
having to know all of the facts and information 
regarding medicines, chemical components, 
and specific information right from memory. 
Pitlick finds reassurance in the fact that the 
University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy 
is #2 in the nation and she will get the training 
she needs while having access to all of the 
right resources and a collaborative community 
of pharmacists, students, and faculty around 
her always willing to help. 

Pitlick mentioned, “It is definitely nerve-
wracking, but I am thrilled to always be 
learning and growing.” 

Pitlick will be attending the University of 
Minnesota College of Pharmacy in fall 2020. 
As she looks forward to her bright future, she 
takes a moment to let students know to take 
advantage of all of the opportunities offered 
because all of the hard work will pay off and 
help in any career path. 

Pitlick is grateful for all of the people who 
helped her along the way. She made lifelong 
friends through softball and became close 
with athletes on other teams as well. Everyone 

she met and all of the 
experiences Pitlick 
went through rounded 
out her experience at 
UMN Crookston.

Pitlick will soon be 
leaving the University 
of Minnesota 
Crookston as a graduate 
to continue her path of 
learning and growing, 
and with her she will 
take all the memories 
she made and the 
knowledge she gained. 

https://www.crk.umn.edu/
http://www.umcrookston.edu
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By Senior Randi Eriksen, communication intern in University and Alumni Relations

Alumni were honored during the 2019 Alumni Awards Celebration at the University of Minnesota 
Crookston. Honorees included Abbey Award recipient Justin McMechan 2009; Outstanding Alumni 
Victoria Ramirez 2002, Perry Schermerhorn 1979 and 2017, and Paul Carrier 1987 and 1997; and 
Athletic Hall of Fame inductees Jessica Forsline 2002, Tom Andrades 2000, Christie (Chappell) 
Kopietz 2006, and Gary Warren, coach and assistant athletic director.  

The Abbey Award (Young Alumni) recognizes alumni who have distinguished themselves in 
their professional field and/or volunteer activities. The award highlights the tremendous talents and 
contributions young alumni make to their profession, to their community, and to the University.

The Outstanding Alumni Award is the highest honor bestowed on UMN Crookston alumni by the 
alumni association. This award recognizes alumni who have displayed exemplary commitment and 
service to community, education, family, or in their occupational field. 

The Athletic Hall of Fame inductees are UMN Crookston athletes who, during their time here, had 
high character for personal conduct in sports, personal contributions to the ideal of sports, as well as 
academic performance. Furthermore, they earned two letters in one sport or one letter in two or more 
sports. 

Abbey Award (Young Alumni)
The 2019 Abbey Award recipient is Justin McMechan 

2009, agronomy graduate from the University of Minnesota 
Crookston. After graduating from UMN Crookston, 
McMechan continued his education to obtain a masters 
degree in entomology from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. He later became a Doctor of Plant Health with a 
Ph.D. in entomology from Nebraska-Lincoln, studying the 
oversummering ecology of the wheat curl mite. 

Currently, McMechan is an assistant professor for 
crop protection and cropping systems at the University 
of Nebraska-Eastern Nebraska Research and Extension 
Center. Previously, he worked as a graduate research 
assistant in his field.  

In 2016 McMechan received the John Henry Comstock 
Award from the Entomology Society of America’s North 
Central Branch. He has authored and co-authored a 
number of publications in the field of entomology, an area 
of interest he has held since he was a student at UMN 
Crookston. 

Homecoming
ALUMNI COME HOME FOR

Abbey Award recipient Justin McMechan 2009
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Outstanding Alumni 
Paul Carrier 1987 and 1997 is a long-

standing member of the restaurant institutional 
food service industry. Throughout his culinary 
career he has held multiple industry positions 
such as; dishwasher, prep cook, line cook, 
chef, and more. Currently, Carrier works at the 
Milwaukee Area Technical College where he is 
a faculty member/coordinator in the college’s 
School of Pre-College Education Division 
in the area of Culinary Arts Career Pathways 
Program. Carrier teaches, manages, and 
coordinates a “state of the art” culinary lab. 

Carrier fondly recalls his time at UMN 
Crookston. “UMN Crookston provided an 
opportunity for not only an excellent and 
quality educational experience, but acted as 
a backbone for life skills and work processes 
for developing personal and professional 
relationships that last a life-time,” Carrier says. 
Furthermore, he spoke highly of mentors he 
had at UMN Crookston including: Ken Myers, 
Sharon Stewart, Keith Ramberg, Lynn Mullins, 
and Gary Willhite; all of whom provided him 

with guidance throughout his years at UMN 
Crookston. 

As part of his culinary career, Carrier enjoys 
being involved in community service projects 
such as Milwaukee Empty Bowls and Guest 
House of Milwaukee Sandwich Project.

Perry Schermerhorn 1979 and 2017 found 
his passion in agricultural aviation and 
communication during his time as a student. 
Schermerhorn works with an air tanker crew 
at M+M Air Services in Beaumont, Texas and 
is responsible for delivering fire retardant in 
support of wildland firefighters. Prior to his 
current position, Schermerhorn retired from 
his thirty year position as a B-737 captain for 
Alaska Airlines. 

Before becoming an airline pilot, 
Schermerhorn worked in agricultural aviation 
and continued to do so while he was an airline 
pilot. 

He celebrated graduating for a second time 
with his son, Calvin, in 2017. The two shared 
graduation day, but they didn’t share majors. 

Outstanding Alumni award recipients were, left to right, Perry Schermerhorn 1979 and 2017, Victoria Ramirez 2002, and Paul 
Carrier 1987 and 1997

https://www.crk.umn.edu/
http://www.umcrookston.edu
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Perry, who studied online, is an applied studies graduate and Calvin majored in 
aviation.

Victoria Ramirez  2002, a business management graduate of the University of 
Minnesota Crookston, uses her voice in the community to advocate for others.  

She recalls experiencing a feeling of comfort and belonging at the university. 
“The University of Minnesota Crookston saved me,” Ramirez says. She explains 
the comfort of seeing a diverse population of students, feeling at ease in the 
welcoming environment, and the support that she felt from all of the faculty and 
staff. Ramirez had previously experienced a cultural shock and direct racism 
when she moved to the area in 1993, but the Crookston campus felt like a 
safe haven to her. Not only did Ramirez feel safe, she also mentioned that the 
university gave her the tools she needed to reach her goals. 

Currently, Ramirez is a social services supervisor for Polk County Social 
Services where she has been supervising the disability programs for the past 
sixteen years. She was the recipient of the 2018 Spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Award. This award recognizes a Red River Valley native or resident who has 
actively impacted their community by promoting diversity, multiculturalism, 
equality, and human rights through demonstrated leadership, service, and 
advocacy on behalf of underrepresented populations and diverse individuals. 

Athletic Hall of Fame 
Tom Andrades 2000 is an information technology project manager at Michigan 

State University. In his spare time he enjoys modeling and acting, but he left a 
legacy at the University of Minnesota Crookston in athletics. He attended UMN 
Crookston from 1997-2000 majoring in information networking management. 

Above: Athletic Hall of 
Fame inductees included, 
left to right, Gary Warren, 

coach and assistant 
athletic director, Tom 

Andrades 2000, Jessica 
Forsline 2002, and Christie 

(Chappell) Kopietz 2006.
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During his time as a student-athlete at UMN 
Crookston, Andrades earned Men’s Basketball 
All-American and was named All-Region in 
1997-98. 

Andrades was a two-time All-NDCAC pick 
in 1997-98 and again in 1998-99 and led the 
NDCAC in scoring in 1998-99 with 22.2 
points per game. He was third in the league 
in rebounding with 7.3 RPG and shot 43.9 
percent from beyond the arc during the 1998-
99 season. Furthermore, Andrades was part of 
the first UMN Crookston team to record wins 
against Minnesota State University Moorhead 
and other universities. 

Christie (Chappell) Kopietz 2006 is 
a business management graduate of the 
University of Minnesota Crookston. Her 
outstanding achievements as a student-athlete 
laid the groundwork for her current career as 
head soccer coach for the Minnesota State 
University Moorhead Dragons.

Kopietz is one of the most highly decorated 
soccer players in Golden Eagle history. She 
helped the team reach their first conference 
tournament bid in 2003 and again in 2004.

In 2003 Kopietz was named Student Athlete 
of the Year. She was named to the National 
Soccer Collegiate Athletic Association Central 
All-Region third team (one of only two in 
program history to earn the honor.) She holds 
soccer program records for most career goals 
(25) and most career total points (62). She also 
holds records for most career starts (78) and 
most game winning goals (5). An outstanding 
soccer player, Kopietz also played tennis for 
the Golden Eagles. Serving as president of the 
organization, she was a four-year member of 
Student Athlete Advisory Council. 

Gary Warren was an athletics staple at 
the University of Minnesota Crookston 
for 16 seasons; originally serving as head 
men’s hockey coach from 2001-2009, was 
then named assistant athletic director for 
facilities and operations in 2009. Warren 

spent 37 years as a coach or administrator in 
collegiate athletics including his stops at UMN 
Crookston, North Dakota State University-
Bottineau, and the United States Air Force 
Academy.

Warren led the UMN Crookston men’s 
hockey program to two Midwest Hockey 
Association Championships in 2003 and 
2004; was named a finalist for the NCAA 
Division III Eddie Jeremiah Coach of the Year 
Award in 2003 and 2004; and was selected 
MCHA Coach of the Year in 2003 and 2005. 
In his eight seasons as head coach at UMN 
Crookston, Warren coached five players to ten 
All-MCHA honors. 

He was named assistant athletic director in 
2009, a role he held for eight years. During this 
time he was an integral part of the leadership 
team for athletics at UMN Crookston and his 
main responsibilities included leading game 
management for all eleven intercollegiate 
athletic programs. 

Jessica Forsline 2002 is an animal science 
graduate of the University of Minnesota 
Crookston. As a Golden Eagle women’s 
basketball player, Forsline was named All-
NSIC First Team in 2000-01 and again in 
2001-02. She was 2000-01 NSIC Newcomer of 
the Year and 2001-02 Player of the Year. In her 
two years at UMN Crookston she scored 1,040 
points.  

Forsline is number three all-time in points 
per game (20), number one in rebounds per 
game (23), and is the record holder in blocks 
(8). Her field goal percentage for a season was 
.636 in 2001-02; she holds the top spot for 
field goals made (238) in a season from that 
same year.  

After UMN Crookston, Forsline went on to 
St. Cloud State University to earn a degree in 
early childhood education. She is currently 
a basketball and track coach for Mesabi East 
High School in Aurora, Minn., along with 
being a stay-at-home mom, teacher, and 
farmer. 

http://www.umcrookston.edu
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It is certain Bryan 1990 and Angela (Cost) Malone 1990 and 1997 cannot talk 
about their history without remembering a chance meeting at the University of 
Minnesota Crookston on only their second day on campus, but after only dating 
for a short time they went their separate ways, not knowing the journey would 
eventually bring them back to one another.  

After UMN Crookston, Bryan went on to graduate from the University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities earning a bachelor’s degree in forest resources. Following 
graduation he spent time working with the Carver Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) and the Northwestern Minnesota Joint Powers Board before 
taking a position as district manager for the Pennington SWCD in Thief River 
Falls, Minn., where he has been for the past 21 years. 

Bryan had a series of internships and summer jobs that helped him determine 
where he wanted his career. He interned in Hackensack, Minn., at the Deep 
Portage Learning Center, a non-profit residential environmental education/
outdoor recreation center, and following that internship he had summer jobs 
with the Forest Service in Idaho and Wyoming and finally with the Iron Range 
Resources & Rehabilitation Board in Chisholm, Minn. 

“Those experiences really helped me decide what kind of a career path 
I wanted to follow,” Bryan says. “I love my job as district manager in the 
Pennington County SWCD. I enjoy the variety of job duties as well as developing 
personal relationships with landowners and gaining their trust to incorporate 

Standing on the banks of the 
Red Lake River, contemplating 

the solution to a streambank 
failure downstream of the 

Greenwood Street bridge in 
Thief River Falls. The SWCD 

received funding from the 
Clean Water, Land and Legacy 

Amendment to solve this 
erosion problem.  

Photo Credit: Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources

Care of Land  
and People 
Shape Lives  
of the Malones
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conservation practices on their land.”
“I knew I wanted to work in natural 

resources and along the way, I had different 
ideas about what I wanted to do, but the 
SWCD has been the perfect fit,” Bryan says. 
That perfect fit was much like his decision to 
attend the University of Minnesota Crookston 
in the 1980s. 

“I was on the fence about where to go 
to school, but a call from Professor Dan 
Svedarsky tipped my decision to Crookston,” 
Bryan recalls. 

Making that decision allowed for Bryan to 
cross paths with Angela on the second day of 
orientation in September of 1988.

Angela played on the 1989-1990 women’s 
basketball team inducted into the Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 2008. She talks fondly of the travel 
and opportunities playing basketball afforded 
her. 

Following her graduation, she worked as 
a certified nursing assistant. In 1996, she 
returned to the University of Minnesota 
Crookston to earn her bachelor’s degree in 
health care administration. 

“I was a member of the second class to 
graduate from the program,” she says. “And 
I have been in the healthcare industry ever 
since.”

She interned at the Roseau Hospital and 
the Greenbush Nursing Home before landing 
a job as office manager at Oakland Park in 
Thief River Falls, Minn. Two months after she 
took the job, her supervisor recommended her 
for the administrator position. “From 1998 to 
2013, I was at Oakland Park,” she continues. “I 
moved to Valley Home assisted living facility 

in Thief River in 2013.”
Both Bryan and Angela agree the best 

memories they have of those early years in 
college (besides meeting one another) were the 
friendships they made through classes, living 
on campus, and athletics. Although they took 
separate paths in order to reach individual 
goals, they reconnected and were married in 
1993. Now, after 26 years of marriage, they 
admit without any hesitation that meeting was 
meant to be.  

Bryan and Angela are the parents of two 
adopted girls. The oldest is at the University 
of Minnesota Duluth and the younger is still in 
high school. In 2017, they took their daughters 
to China on what is known as a heritage tour 
to show their youngest daughter, who they 
adopted when she was a one year old, her 
roots. 

Angela (far right) held “happy hour” with the residents last fall as she does once a month and invited those who were willing 
to take a photo with her. 

Malone family during their visit to the Great Wall during 
their Heritage Tour in 2017.

http://www.umcrookston.edu
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Torch & Shield Recognition was held Wednesday, November 6, 
2019, in Kiehle Auditorium. It was an evening dedicated to honoring 
individuals and organizations who have provided leadership and 
who have aided in the development of the University of Minnesota 
Crookston, the Northwest Research and Outreach Center, and 
Extension. This year two individuals received the prestigious award: 
Dr. Kari Torkelson and Theresia Gillie.

Hosting the evening’s event were Mary Holz-Clause, chancellor of 
the University of Minnesota Crookston, and Tim Menard, director of 
counseling services at UMN Crookston. Greetings were brought from 
University of Minnesota President Joan Gabel. UMN Crookston senior 
from Sebeka, Minn., Amber Johnson, majoring in communication 
and agricultural communication, presented Theresia Gillie with her 
Torch & Shield Award. Zach Zimmer, also a UMN Crookston senior 
from Cottage Grove, Minn., majoring in information technology 
management, presented Dr. Kari Torkelson with her Torch & Shield 
award. 

Scholarship recipient, Christopher Lang, senior from Kenyon, Minn., 
majoring in software engineering, spoke about his journey at UMN 
Crookston and recent internship at NASA. A musical selection by a 
women’s ensemble accompanied by associate professor George French 
and a video by the visual communication class rounded out the awards 
portion of the evening.

Following the awards program guests were escorted to Bede 
Ballroom to enjoy “Roots of the Red River Valley: photographs from 
the 1937 sugar beet harvest,” brought together by UMN Crookston 
staff Ken Mendez, Megan Beck Peterson, and student Lauren Wallace. 
The evening rounded out with a wonderful gourmet meal provided by 
Sodexo and Dining Services staff. 

TORCH & SHIELD RECIPIENT BIOGRAPHIES

Dr. Kari Torkelson
Dr. Kari Torkelson 1991, an optometrist in Grand Forks, N.D., 

has a long and special relationship with University of Minnesota 
Crookston. While attending UMN Crookston, she played basketball 
and volleyball—her basketball team (1989-90) was inducted into the 
UMC Athletic Hall of Fame in 2008. She also participated in choir 
and campus ministry and was a residential advisor during her time on 
campus. 

She transferred to North Dakota State University, Fargo N.D., 
to complete her bachelor’s degree, and then to Indiana University, 
Bloomington, to earn her Doctorate of Optometry. She returned to 
the Crookston area and reconnected with the University of Minnesota 

UMN Crookston Hosts Torch & Shield  
to Honor Generosity and Support

Pictured top to bottom: Ken Mendez 
2011; Zach Zimmer, UMN Crookston 
senior; Amber Johnson, UMN Crookston 
senior; and Allan Dragseth 1957.



Crookston, serving on the Teambacker Board, Campus Advisory & Advancement Board, the Alumni 
Association board, and the Athletic Hall of Fame committee. 

In 2001, Torkelson was named an Outstanding Alumni at the University of Minnesota Crookston, 
and in 2011, she was awarded the prestigious University of Minnesota Alumni Association Service 
Award. 

In addition to her strong presence on campus, Torkelson is equally committed to her community 
and the world by serving on the boards of the North Dakota School for the Blind Foundation and 
Habitat for Humanity in Grand Forks. Her efforts have been recognized by the St. Hilaire Lions Club 
with the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank Helen Keller Sight Award for her volunteer work with mission 
trips to Tanzania, Jamaica, and Ecuador to using her skills as an eye doctor to address the needs of 
people. She is currently an optometrist at Lifetime Vision Center in Grand Forks, N.D.

Theresia Gillie
Theresia Gillie, a successful business owner in Hallock, Minn., sets the bar for women in 

agriculture. A graduate earning her associate degree in accounting from the University of Minnesota 
Crookston in 1983 and Class II graduate of Minnesota Agriculture and Rural Leadership Program 
(MARL), she serves as Kittson County commissioner and is the state director of the Minnesota Wheat 
and Soybean Associations.

She has held many positions with the Soybean Growers Association in addition to president 
including vice president, state director, secretary, chair of industry affairs, chair of advocacy, chair of 
membership, and co-chair of corporate relations. She also served as treasurer of the Kittson County 
Fair Board, Kittson County Soybean Growers, and Kittson County Farm Bureau. 

The death of Gillie’s husband, Keith 1983, in 2017, has served as a driving force for the work she 
does in her community. She has rallied for farmers and rural Americans in Washington, D.C., by 
helping elected officials with a farm disaster bill and going before an ag panel to acquire funding for 
mental health services in rural areas. 

Although Gillie holds seats on multiple boards and committees, perhaps the most important one is 
the seat of her combine, farming 950 acres in northwest Minnesota on the Gillie Grain farm. She and 
two neighbors act as a cooperative, sharing labor and equipment to farm their respective acreage. 

www.umcrookston.edu      17

Theresia Gillie, Chancellor Mary Holz-Clause, and Dr. Kari Torkelson at Torch & Shield.
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 Kendall (left), Kylie (far right) and Jack with 
their mom, Carrie who currently works at  
Altru Health System in Crookston. 
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Carrie Bergquist graduated in 
2011. Her two young daughters 
were an integral part of 
her journey to earning her 
bachelor’s degree. 

It’s about (Time) Management
For the past nineteen years, Carrie 
Bergquist 2011 has been with 
Altru Health System a healthcare 

provider with headquarters in Grand Forks, 
N.D. She has taken on many roles since 
she was first hired, from medical records to 
the transcription department insurance to 
administration and retention, and serving as a 
regional healthcare preparedness coordinator. 
Bergquist works closely with the marketing 
department at Altru: setting up shadowing 
with physicians, onboarding new staff, and 
immersing herself and other Altru employees 
in community engagement activities. 

Although it may seem going back to school 
was an obvious decision in furthering her 
career, the greater motivations were her two 
daughters and a desire to provide a better life 
for her family. A visit with former faculty 
member, Kenneth Johnson from the Business 
Department at the University of Minnesota 
Crookston found the right combination of 
online and on-campus classes to make college 
a reality for a full-time employee and mother 
of two at the time. 

Bergquist enjoyed her online classes as 
much as her on-campus classes. “We learned 
a lot from each other,” she explains. “Through 
online group-chats, we would solve problems 
together no matter where we were located 
across the country and we each brought 
something different to the conversations.”

She found her major coursework in 
business management to be invaluable; with 
classes such as leadership, psychology, and 
management; although if she had a favorite 
class, one of the top contenders certainly 
would be instructor Chuck Lariviere’s 
Entrepreneurship class. “I came away with 
a better understanding of my employees and 
how I could help them work to their best 
potential,” Bergquist continues. “In marketing 
I learned to pay attention to how businesses 
are set up and how they could be changed to 
better serve their customers.”

Going back to school was not an easy 
choice for Bergquist. Balancing a career and 

motherhood with school was challenging and 
required perseverance in finding the time to 
do homework after she had worked a full shift 
and cared for her children. “I would focus on 
my children’s homework and give them my 
time when I came home in the evening and 
study as soon as they were tucked in bed,” 
Bergquist says. “I was fortunate to have 
the support of Altru. Workplace support for 
education was vital and helped me continue to 
support my family while working toward my 
degree.”  

It goes without 
saying, there were 
times when she wanted 
to throw in the towel, 
but it seemed someone 
or something always 
seemed to be there 
to keep her going, 
including important 
encouragement from 
her advisor. Bergquist’s 
hope is that her children 
will remember how 
important a college 
degree was to their 
mother and choose to 
go to college when they 
finish high school. “I 
have my diploma on 
display in my office,” 
she says. “It reminds me 
of those years and what 
they meant to our future 
as a family.”

When Bergquist 
graduated in 2011, she and her girls went to 
Disney to celebrate, a plan they had hatched 
together two years before she finished. “You 
make a decision, you push through, and you 
always keep the end in sight.”

Edited for publication by senior Randi Eriksen, online 
communication intern in University and Alumni 
Relations

https://www.crk.umn.edu/
http://www.umcrookston.edu
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When Paul Kubista 1999 and 2001 neared graduation, he was already on the 
fast track toward a future in agriculture. Paul’s father, Ron, also a University of 
Minnesota alumnus, worked for Pioneer for 30 years, and Paul found himself 
learning a great deal and wanting to emulate Ron. After several summer 
internships working in agronomy, he felt ready for a career following in his 
father’s footsteps. But, life throws in the occasional speedbump, and for Kubista, 
working with Pioneer, where he had interned during college, became unlikely, 
and he found himself needing to reassess. 

The University of Minnesota Crookston began offering a degree in turf 
management while Paul was a student there, and it provided him an opportunity 
he couldn’t pass up. “I love golf and combining my agronomy degree with a 
degree in golf and turf management seemed the perfect solution,” Kubista says. 
“I stayed on campus to complete my second bachelor’s degree.” 

Prior to his graduation, Kubista took his spring break and traveled from 
Minnesota to Michigan to visit golf courses and apply for internships. It led to 
a shared internship with two golf courses in Michigan where he learned a great 
deal about the industry. 

His first job after college was as assistant superintendent at the prestigious 
Woodhill Country Club in Wayzata, Minn., where he worked for four years. 
Over that time, Kubista built valuable relationships and enjoyed the golf world. 
“I knew I would always enjoy golf, but after four years, I was curious about my 
other interest—agronomy.”

Kubista took a job with a seed company, but after a few months, the company 
changed hands, and he was once again wondering what would be next. A call 

Kubista sees a great 
future for hemp.

Seeds of Success
PAUL KUBISTA 1999, 2001
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from a recruiter landed him a job with Twin City Seed in 
Edina, Minn. “To this day, I do not know how the recruiter got 
my name or how it all came together but working at Twin City 
Seed was perfect for me,” he says. 

The seed company, which sells everything but corn 
and soybeans, was a great fit. “They were heavily into 
turfgrass sales and perfectly incorporated all my agronomic 
experience,” he explains. In February 2016, Kubista took 
over as owner of Twin City Seed, the company which proudly 
supplies seed to the Minnesota Twins, Minnesota Vikings, St. 
Paul Saints, and Minnesota United Professional Soccer. 

Always on the lookout for what’s new in the field, Kubista 
has recently been licensed to sell industrial hemp seed and 
took advantage of several Farm Journal sponsored “hemp 
colleges” to learn more. “The strong fibers in hemp make it 
a great building material, and it could be a game changer for 
farmers,” Kubista reflects. 

“I chose to attend the University of Minnesota Crookston 
because I could play basketball,” he says. “It was the right 
choice because I did get to play basketball and I played golf, 
but my choice of Crookston set the course for a future where I 
combined what I loved into the perfect career.” 

Paul Kubista 1999 and 2001, Orono, Minn., is the owner and president of Twin City Seed Company in Edina, Minn. In his free 
time, Paul proudly serves as a member of the Long Lake Fire Department. He and his wife, Amy, have lived in the Orono area 
for the past 12 years and are looking forward to many more with their three daughters, Maggie (9), Molly (7), and Meredith (2).

https://www.crk.umn.edu/
http://www.umcrookston.edu
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Senior Nicki Mazour has always been interested in a career in 
healthcare. The senior from Moorhead, Minn., was able to find the 
perfect degree for her at the University of Minnesota Crookston.  

The decision to come to UMN Crookston was based upon the fact that other 
schools did not have a health science degree. Instead they had more specific 
degrees and that was not the path Mazour wanted to take.

“By pursuing a health science degree, I would be able to have the option 
to change my mind and that’s something that was unique to both the degree 
and UMN Crookston. I really wanted to challenge myself and study a broader 

amount of areas in the medical field.”
One of the aspects of UMN Crookston that Mazour appreciates is the small class size as it allows 

the students to really be able to get to know the professors. She found this be especially valuable in 
the more challenging science classes.

Throughout her coursework at UMN Crookston, Mazour has found Assistant Professor Tony 
Schroeder to be one of her favorites. She has also enjoyed being able to do research on campus.

“I’ve enjoyed having classes with Assistant Professor Schroeder because he really cares 
about teaching and brings a lot of personality to the class. He makes sure that everyone is really 
understanding the material,” stated Mazour.

Mazour has also found value in the many opportunities that are available on campus to get involved. 
Her involvement at UMN Crookston includes having two on campus jobs, being a CA in Centennial 
Hall, playing intramurals, and she is also in some clubs. Mazour noted that she feels she can better 
balance all of her activities and school work on a small campus.

Mazour is also helping to start a pre-health club with a few other students. She is one of the 
founding members and she is proud of her involvement in the project.

“I think that involvement in this project will be an important thing for me to complete my senior 
year. It will be nice to know that even though I am leaving the campus, I was able to have a positive 
impact on it.”

Mazour recently had an interview at the Mayo Clinic for graduate school. The interview consisted 
of four questions and there were 500 applications. Of those 500 only 28 people will be accepted. 
She applied through the physical therapy school website system. The application required letters of 
recommendation, a personal statement, and her documentation of observation hours.

Mazour chose to interview for the physical therapy component because she’s been interested in 
healthcare for a long time, loves to help others, and she doesn’t want a desk job. Both her sister and 
father have received physical therapy and that also worked to influence her decision.

Mazour’s advice for incoming students includes to get connected with faculty in the Math, Science 
and Technology Department because they can help direct you and answer questions, find your 
interests, and to be sure to find ways to get involved in areas that you like.

Senior Nicki Mazour Sets Her 
Sights on the Mayo Clinic 



www.umcrookston.edu      25

Siblings Amanda and Luke Trandem are doubly connected to the Northwest 
School of Agriculture. 

Alumnus John Weiland is Amanda and Luke’s grandfather on their 
mother’s side. Weiland was raised in the Euclid area, graduated from the 
Northwest School in 1959, and farmed his entire life. 

On the other side of the family tree is Edwin Trandem who graduated in 
1928 and is the great grandfather of Amanda and Luke on their father’s side. He was a 
member of a successful basketball team winning every conference game in 1929. 

Often, family ties are not always apparent to those who follow. Amanda and Luke 
weren’t aware of the connection to their great grandfather until they chose to attend 
the University of Minnesota Crookston. 

The connection becomes even more important when the generations who follow 
become recipients of alumni heritage scholarships. For Crookston High School 
graduates Luke and Amanda, the reason for choosing the University of Minnesota 
Crookston included its proximity to home. 

“I can go home for family gatherings, but I still feel I’m away at college because I 
live on campus,” Amanda says. 

Amanda, a junior majoring in exercise science, hopes to work as an athletic trainer. 
“I have been a work study for Steve Krause, our athletic trainer, for two years,” she 
says. “I enjoy the work and it influenced my decision to major in exercise science.” 
Her favorite class thus far has  been prevention and care of athletic injuries taught by 
athletic trainer Dani Schroeder.

Active in Newman Club, Amanda also enjoys intramural volleyball and soccer. 
Her brother, also in Newman Club, is part of Ag Arama. Luke is a sophomore and 
majoring in agronomy. He works for Rob Proulx, lecturer in Agriculture and Natural 
Resources. 

“As a work study for Rob, I help with grading, organizing things like renumbering seed sets and 
preparing seed sets for the crops contest, as well as cleaning in the greenhouse,” Luke explains. “Rob 
is one of the reasons I chose agronomy.”

Proulx’s class in weed and crop identification ranks among Luke’s favorites. Like his sister, Luke 
enjoys being close to home to spend time with family and to enjoy trips to the hunting cabin. 

The Trandem legacy doesn’t stop with Luke and Amanda either. Their cousin Brooke Cymbaluk, a 
junior majoring in accounting, is also the grandchild of John Weiland. 

Edwin Trandem is the 
great grandfather of 
Amanda and Luke 
Trandem and a 1929 
graduate of the 
Northwest School of 
Agriculture. 

John Weiland

Trandems in Tandem
ALUMNI LEGACY
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alumni news

Bob Kresl 1953, Crookston, Minn., 
received the Experienced American 
Award from the Golden Link Senior 
Center in Crookston, Minn. Bob is 
a lifetime member of the Knights of 
Columbus, American Legion, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, Disabled American 
Veterans, the American Sniper 
Association, and was a 2018 Honor Flight 
participant. In 1979, he purchased a 
franchise and established Happy Joe’s in 
Crookston. Kresl was also a Polk County 
Historical Society board member for over 
30 years, a member of the Crookston 
Planning Commission. 

Ed Grove 1955, Yorba Linda, Calif., spent 
seven days in August cruising the 
Rhine River from Basel Switzerland to 
Amsterdam Netherlands with four days 
being spent there. The highlight of the 
trip was a river boat ride in the canal in 
Amsterdam as all of the city lights came 
on. He is pictured having a beer in a 
whiskey bar in Amsterdam.

Pat and Karen (Manner) Brodeen 1975 
& 1980, Cook, Minn., were named the 
2019 St. Louis County Farm Family of the 
Year through the University of Minnesota 

Farm Family Recognition program. After 
breeding a heard of registered Holsteins 
for 30 years, they sold the herd in 2010 
and currently run a 100 head commercial 
Red Angus cow calf operation. Pat and 
Karen celebrated their 39th wedding 
anniversary in August 2019.

Avis (Kroulik) Dolan 1976, Fargo, 
N.D., continues to get together with 
roommates and friends from the 
University of Minnesota Crookston.

1970s

1950s

We Want to Hear From You!
To submit an item for the Alumni  
News Section, send information to: 
UMC Alumni Relations 
115 Kiehle Building 
2900 University Avenue 
Crookston, MN 56716 
e-mail: rose445@umn.edu or  
complete the form on line at:  
www.umcrookston.edu/alumni- 
donors and click “keep in touch.”
Please include your name, address, 
phone number, e-mail, year of 
graduation/attendance and  
information or news you wish to 
share (new job, career, family, or 
achievements, etc.)

Pictured from left at commencement in 1976 
are Avis (Kroulik) Dolan, Dina (Carnegie) 
Endersbe, and Carolyn (Teggatz) Meyer.

Dina (Carnegie) Endersbe 1976, Detroit Lakes, 
Minn., Deb Curry 1976, Thief River Falls, 
Minn., Avis (Kroulik) Dolan 1976, Fargo, N.D., 
Mary (Housman) Meyer 1976, St. Augusta, 
Minn., and Cindy (Swanson) Kasperson 1976, 
Wendell, Minn., gathered in October 2018 in 
Fargo, N.D.

mailto:rose445@umn.edu
http://www.umcrookston.edu/alumni-


www.umcrookston.edu      27

Kim Shol 1988, Crookston, Minn., recently 
retired from his position of accounting 
technician and computer programmer. He 
wants to thank the UMN Crookston staff 
and faculty, particularly Mr. Don MacGregor 
and Mr. Don Medal for teaching the core 
skills necessary to work in an ever-changing 
field such as computer programming. He is 
proud to say that the skills learned made it 
possible to stay in the same field for almost 
27 years. His daughters, Heather Shol 2017 
and Heidi (Shol) Reitmeier 2018, are also 
alumni of the UMN Crookston

Dana (Lien) Boen 1990, Olivia, Minn., is a 
patient coordinator for Health Enhancement. 
She and Troy Wittenburg 1990, Edmund, 
Okla., are in the planning stages of a 30 
year reunion for the class of 1990 to be 
held at Homecoming 2020. Watch for more 
information regarding Homecoming and be 
sure to check their Facebook page, UMC 
1990 Reunion.

Nicole Bernd 1996, Crookston, Minn., is 
the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources 2019 Outstanding Soil and Water 
Conservation District Employee. She was 
honored during the annual meeting of the 
Minnesota Association of Soil and Water 
Conservation District. Bernd has played 
an essential role in two One Watershed, 
One Plan (1W1P) planning efforts and 
acted as facilitator for the Wild Rice/
Marsh Watershed 1W1P and has been a 
major contributor to the Red Lake River 
1W1P process. In addition to her work on 

1W1P, she completed a multimillion-dollar 
water quality and habitat project in 2018 on 
the Sand Hill River, coordinating multiple 
agencies and acting as a grant fiscal 
agent and project manager. The project 
was completed under budget with greater 
impact than anticipated thanks to Nicole’s 
sound fiscal and project management. She 
also coordinated the Minnesota Geological 
Survey Polk County Atlas project and serves 
as president of the Northwest Association of 
Conservation District Employees.

Sara “Sunny” (Haglund) Bowman 1998, 
Crookston, Minn., is 
the head coach for the 
Crookston Pirate softball 
team and is employed 
at REM North Star as 
a quality improvement 
specialist. She is one of 
the top volleyball officials 
in northwest Minnesota 
and has been officiating for over 15 years 
and has been an official at four state 
volleyball tournaments.

Nancy Capistran 1971, 1992, 2001, Crookston, 
Minn., and her family are members of the 
Minnesota Crop Improvement Association 
and are involved in wheat, soybean, and 
corn grower associations. The Capistran 
family farm was named Polk County’s 2019 
Farm Family of the year by the University 
of Minnesota. They raise wheat, barley, 
and soybeans for foundation, registered 
or certified seed, as well as sunflowers 
and sugar beets. The seed is all processed 
on site in the family’s seed plant and then 
marketed.

Bill Friedrichs 2002, 
Sauk Centre, Minn., and 
his business partner, 
Shawn Olson, are the 
owners of Friedrichs 
Tire and Oil. Along with 
this business, he is a 
volunteer firefighter and 
coaches baseball and hockey. Bill and his 
wife, Sara, have two children, Andrew (9) 
and Elizabeth (7).  

Melissa (Martin) Vit 2005, 
Mound, Minn., serves 
as human resources 
director for Schwan’s 
Consumer Brands. She 
was the recipient of 
the Marvin Schwan 
Excellence Award, 
the most prestigious 
honor bestowed by the 
company. Melissa was 
nominated for the award 
when she was leading 
the corporate recruiting 
team. During that time, she strived to 
grow in her career by taking on additional 
responsibilities with Consumer Brands 
human resources team.

Stephen Funk 2010, Park 
Rapids, Minn., started a 
new position this year 
as career and technical 
education (CTE) teacher 
at Park Rapids Area 
High School. He and his 
wife, Heather (Herrig) 
Funk 2010, live at Itasca State Park where 
Heather is a park ranger and campground 
supervisor.

Ken Mendez 2011, Crookston, Minn., is 
employed at the University of Minnesota 
Crookston as the mailroom supervisor and 
was one of the 
contributors to a 
grant proposal for 
STEM (science, 
technology, 
engineering, and 
mathematics) 
education. The 
UMN Crookston 
received a $92,000 
grant that will help 
foster mentoring 
relationships 
between high school students, college 
students, and researchers at the University 
and is targeted toward women and 
underrepresented populations in the 
Crookston area with a focus on STEM 
education. 

1980s

2000s

Alumni and friends gather for Brad 1976 and Dina 
(Carnegie) Endersbe’s 1976, 40th anniversary. 
Pictured from left: Jim Fournier 1975 and Marie 
(Skogstad) Fournier 1975, 1976, 1979, and 1995 of 
Moorhead, Minn., Avis (Kroulik) Dolan 1976 and 
Tom Dolan of Fargo, N.D., Rick Kasperson 1976 
and Cindy (Swanson) Kasperson, 1976 of Wendell, 
Minn., Dina (Carnegie) Endersbe 1976 and Brad 
Endersbe 1976 of Detroit Lakes, Minn.

1990s

2010s

https://www.crk.umn.edu/
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Brian Oachs Bryar Klopp

Cole Zimmerman

 Alysia Osowski 
2012, Grafton, N.D., 
is employed by 
American Crystal 
Sugar Company 
as an agriculturist 
providing expertise 
to growers in the 
production of 
high-quality beet crop and an increase 
in the recoverable sugar per acre. Prior 
to this position, she worked as the office 
coordinator at the Drayton Factory. 

Steven Hoemberg with the Minnesota 
State Transportation Center of 
Excellence, at left, and Tiffany Hulinsky 
2014, Burtrum, Minn., who is with 
AgCentric (MS North Agricultural Center 
of Excellence) presented Stephen Funk 
with 14 engines for his students to work 
on (see previous page).

New faces at CHS Cooperative include: 
Brian Oachs 2014, Herman, Minn., who 
is an experienced agronomist and has 
worked five years at two CHS business 
units; CHS Prairie Lakes and CHS 
Herman. Bryar Klopp 2016, Karlstad, 
Minn., has been appointed as a sales 
agronomist in Greenbush, Minn. Brianna 
Bly 2019, Waubun, Minn., works as an 
office assistant at the Mahnomen, Minn., 
elevator. Matthew Howell 2019, Badger, 
Minn., is employed at CHS Northland 
Grain’s Greenbush elevator and will 
transition to grain origination working 
with growers on marketing plans and 
strategies to market their grains. Cole 
Zimmerman 2019, Cannon Falls, Minn., is 
a sales agronomist at CHS Ag Services in 
Warren, Minn.

Marta Dean 2019, St. Paul, Minn., is an 
account representative in agronomy 
based out of the CHS headquarters office 
in Inver Grove Heights, Minn.

Blake Held 2014, Belle Plaine, Minn., is 
the assistant director of security services 
and emergency management at Carleton 
College in Northfield, Minn.

Marcus Campbell 2016, St. Croix Falls, 
Wis., is the director of grounds for the St. 
Paul Saints, St. Paul, Minn. In the photo, 
he is shown with the Miles Wolff trophy 
won by the Saints.

Samantha Kramer 2015, Folsom, La., is a 
barn manager for High Hope Farm and is 
currently working toward her teachers 
certification at Southeastern Louisiana 
University.

Kalli Peterson 2016, Hallock, Minn., is 
a kindergarten teacher for the Kittson 
Central School in Hallock, Minn.. Prior to 
this position, she taught kindergarten at 
Tri-County School in Karlstad, Minn. 

Rikki Roscoe 2016, Big Stone City, S.D., 
is a first-year graduate student studying 
health and crisis communication at 
the University 
of Missouri and 
is interested in 
researching topics 
related to health, 
stigma, and military 
communication. 
Rikki previously 
examined how 
stigma is communicated about and 
managed by veterans with PTSD and 
how PTSD-related stigma affects health 
outcomes for veterans. She is beginning 
her Ph.D. journey at Mizzou after 
graduating with her master’s degree from 
South Dakota State University last May. 
She had the opportunity to work for the 
Office of Chronic Disease Control and 
Health Promotion within the Department 
of Health at the South Dakota State 
Capitol and worked to advance health 
equity initiatives and learn more about 
health communication campaigns, 
public health grants, state and tribal 
relations, the opioid epidemic, violent 
death reporting, adverse childhood 
experiences, and other public health 
issues.

Amanda Monson 2018, Fordville, N.D., is 
a crop scout for Prairie Ag Services.

Tiffany Rask-Hollmon 2018, Minneapolis, 
Minn., is an accounts receivable billing 
coordinator for PreferredOne.

Lindsay Louters 
2019, Crookston, 
Minn., has joined 
the Crookston Times 
and Valley Shopper 
in the front office 
and is a classified 
advertising 
manager. She 
is also an ISSA 
certified trainer and is employed at 
AnyTime Fitness in Crookston. 

Brianna Bly Matthew Howell

Marta Dean
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ALUMNI 

Hazel (Noyes) Perras 
1931
Red Lake Falls, Minn.
November 23, 2019

Ferdinand “Ferdie” 
Mandt 1940
Bird Island, Minn.
June 15, 2019

Irene (Kliner) Miska 1940
Menagha, Minn., formerly 
of Tabor, Minn.
January 1, 2020

Arlene (Knutson) Grage 
1942
Fergus Falls, Minn.
September 7, 2019

Marvin “Bud” 
Michaelson 1944
Euclid, Minn.
November 27, 2019

Harris Mortenson 1944
Hallock, Minn. 
November 24, 2019

Carroll Swenson 1946
Fertile, Minn. 
July 31, 2019

Verdie Pederson  
1948 Adv
East Grand Forks, Minn. 
August 27, 2019

Glen Torkelson 1948 Adv 
& 1973 UMC
Crookston, Minn. 
September 18, 2019

Marjorie (Ophus) Mjelde 
1949 Adv
Alhambra, Calif. 
July 30, 2019

Deloris (Jackson) 
Lorenson 1950 Adv
Thief River Falls, Minn.
August 11, 2019

Charles Balstad 1950
Fosston, Minn. 
September 24, 2019

Murray Goodwin 1950
Warren, Minn.
January 14, 2020

Kenneth Szymanski 1951
Thief River Falls, Minn. 
August 12, 2019

Richard “Dick” Driscoll 
1953
East Grand Forks, Minn.
January 1, 2020

Dean Viker 1954
Santa Maria, Calif. 
March 11, 2019

Adelle (Larson) Phillips 
1954
Saint Paul, Minn. 
October 8, 2019

William “Bill” Ziegler 
1958
Moorhead, Minn., 
formerly of
Georgetown, Minn. 
December 22, 2019

Dale Myerchin 1958
Crookston, Minn. 
January 18, 2020

Lorraine (Schultz) Geditz 
1962
Port Orchard, Wash.
January 3, 2019

Robert Osowski 1963
Stephen, Minn. 
October 14, 2019

Michael Rindahl 1974
Burlington, N.C., formerly 
of Crookston, Minn. 
January 10, 2020

Kevin Simonson 1979
Glencoe, Minn. 
November 10, 2019

Kathy (Koebensky) 
Gauthier 1980
Cary, N.C.
October 13, 2019

Michael Eidenschink 
1984
Park River, N.D.
March 23, 2019

Robin Baril 1985
Austin, Texas, formerly of 
Crookston, Minn.
October 4, 2019

Mark Bigger 1985
Fertile, Minn.
November 25, 2019

Gail Berg 1990
Grand Forks, N.D. 
August 16, 2019

Kirk Rongen 1990
Jerome, Idaho., formerly 
of Crookston, Minn
January 15, 2020

Kristin (Hunter) Erickson 
1991
Fargo, N.D.
December 29, 2019

Matthew “Matt” Avery 
1996 
Fargo, N.D., formerly of 
Pelican Rapids, Minn. 
August 27, 2019

Lonnie (Fontaine) 
Sullivan 2000
Crookston, Minn.
September 13, 2019

Mary Tiedemann 2003
Walker, Minn., formerly of
Crookston, Minn.
January 8, 2020

FACULTY/STAFF

John “Mitch” Mitchell
Grand Forks, N.D.
November 11, 2019
Admissions staff and head 
softball coach 1993
Athletics Compliance 
Director from 1998-2004
Assistant women’s 
basketball coach and ran 
clock for football 
and scorebook for 
basketball through 2017

JoAnn Palmer
Crookston, Minn.
September 29, 2019
Former secretary who 
retired in 1978

Owen Williams 
Crookston, Minn.
January 22, 2020
Director of Library Services 
1983-2018

Victoria “Vicky” 
Williams 
St. Cloud, Minn.
October 12, 2019
Former instructor

IN MEMORY
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A Note from the Editor

Dear Alumni and Friends, 
It is with mixed feelings I write this letter as this issue will be my final one as editor of the Torch. 

When I started working on alumni magazines in 2000, I was focused on the Aggie and alumni from 
the Northwest School of Agriculture. It was bittersweet when the two alumni publications merged, 
but the effort led to a higher quality magazine and a chance to share our unique stories as a high 
school, two-year technical college, and a four-year university with all alumni. 

Graduating from the University of Minnesota Crookston is one of my life’s proudest 
accomplishments. It also helped me bring to the magazine a shared experience with alumni from 
all eras. I continued to work on the Torch because I love this campus. It was exciting to be a part of 
telling the story of alumni from across the country and around the world. 

The highlight of every single issue for me was meeting and interviewing alumni and students. I 
have shared laughter and sadness with countless alumni over the years. Together, we reminisced 

about all the experiences and people who changed 
our lives and about the passion we still feel for the 
University of Minnesota Crookston. It has been 
nothing short of amazing. 

It is time for me to step away and let someone 
else take the magazine forward. I have to admit I 
am sad to leave, but it will be exciting to watch the 
magazine develop under new leadership. Over the 
years, I have enjoyed working with so many people 
and would like to say thank you to Amy Chandler, 
Kathy Leingang, Del Roelofs, Brandy Chaffee, 
Rose Ulseth, Sue Dwyer, Ardis Thompson, campus 
leadership, and everyone who helped me along 
the way. And, I would be remiss if I did not mention 
the many students who helped write and edit 
while working in our office. I am grateful to you all 
because every issue takes a village. 

In closing, I would like to say thank you to all 
of you for reading the magazine and supporting it 

through your gifts. It has been a labor of love, and I am sure the next editor will feel as I do because 
our campus has a history and a future filled with remarkable people and powerful stories. 

I will cherish the memories of those I had the chance to meet, and leave knowing there are a 
great many stories left to tell. 

Thank you,
Elizabeth Tollefson, Editor
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Find us on Facebook™
facebook.com/umncrookston

Follow us on Twitter™
twitter.com/umncrookston

Watch us on YouTube™
youtube.com/uofmcrookston

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Arizona Social, Mesa, Ariz.  ................. Feb. 21, 2020
Brew Bash, Gilbert, Ariz.  ....................Feb. 22, 2020
Teambacker Fun Nite ..........................April 24, 2020
Commencement .......................................May 9, 2020
Olsonawski Scholarship Golf  
Tournament, Hallock, Minn.  ............... June 11, 2020

Northwest School of Agriculture  
Alumni Reunion ..................................... June 26, 2020

30th Annual Teambacker Golf Classic,  
Crookston, Minn.  .....................................July 17, 2020

Farm to Table ........................................... Aug. 13, 2020
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