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Join your fellow forestry graduates of the 
1970s, along with family and friends, for a 
reunion on October 14-16, 2016 that starts 
on the St Paul campus and moves to the 
Cloquet Forestry Center. Atend some of all 
of the weekend activities as you renew your U of M and Cloquet 
connection. The event is open to all alumni who are interested in 
attending, but space is limited. The weekend will begin on the St 
Paul campus for a tour, a lecture mini-series from current faculty, and 
a chance to meet current students. Saturday’s events will take place 
at the Cloquet Forestry Center, where lodging and most meals will 
be provided. You will get to tour the research sites at the Center, 
try your hand at timbersports events, compete in a dendrology 
bowl, and dance at a Stump Jumpers Ball on Saturday evening. 

Visit z.umn.edu/ForestryReunion to register.
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WHAT'S INSIDE

After over 40 years of  
graduate study and tenure, 
Alan Ek has stepped down 
as Professor and Head in 
the Department of Forest 
Resources. Here he offers 
reflections on his career in 
forestry and at the U. 

Can you describe how you came to love the outdoors?  
I grew up half in the Twin Cities and half on a farm.  As 
a kid, I was outdoors all the time, and I slowly came 
to realize that where I liked to be was outdoors in 
forested settings. As my interest grew, I started to read 
everything about forests that I could get my hands on. 
I was very job- and career-oriented, and a number of 
part-time jobs, both good and bad, taught me what 
I didn’t want to do. As I look back, I am indebted to 
fellow students and faculty who greatly broadened my 
understanding of the possibilities in my studies and 
career.

Can you describe a standout experience 
from your years working in the field?  
Early in my career, the experience of working 
for what is now the Canadian Forestry Service in 
Ontario greatly expanded my interest in forest 
resources and their history and development 
globally. That experience was a start on a new 
direction beyond my specialization in biometrics 
and measurement toward a focus on analyzing 
forest resource dynamics broadly. Touring forests 

and forestry research centers in Europe and the 
Nordic countries several years later further broadened 
my horizons. In the 1990s, while working on industry 
woodshed feasibility studies and environmental 
reviews, I learned about how society views and how 
governments process issues around forest resources. 
Ever since then I have tried to incorporate these 
career-shaping experiences as stories in my classes. 

You have worked in forestry across the US and the 
world. Could you give an overview of where and 
when you worked in some of these faraway forests? 
I’ve worked in a number of states, mostly in 
the Midwest, West, and in Washington D.C. 
from measuring forest resources to trying to 
measure congressional support for our programs.  
This career has also taken me from Canada to 
Central America and to nearly every continent; from 
North Africa to Russia; and from democracies with 
rich economies to poverty behind the Iron Curtain.  
 CONTINUED INSIDE



Forests turned out to be important in all of these places. 
Of course, as a student, I really had no idea where the 
subject of forest science and practice would take me.  
Early on I had no such travel and study plans.

When you look back at the history of forestry at the 
U, what is most impressive to you? Describe some 
achievements in the Department of Forest Resources of 
which you are especially proud.  
I have always felt our strength was the commitment of 
faculty, staff and stakeholders to the program for over a 
century. In doing so, we have always been oriented toward 
outreach and bringing key knowledge and assistance 
to the general public, landowners, professionals, 
industry and forest management organizations and to 
the government at all levels. In recent years we have 
continued to be successful in maintaining our stature 
as among the strongest programs nationally. I am quite 
proud of the subject matter breadth and depth of our 
instruction as well as our well-educated graduates. 
There are few schools nationally, and perhaps globally, 
that cover as much and as deep as we are able to 
accomplish.  That is due to our staffing, commitment, 
and the breadth and depth provided by the College and 
University overall.

    

A department head wears many “hats.” Describe one 
of your responsibilities as head that readers might not 
know about.  
A department head leads in developing and transmitting 
the vision and capability of the program to faculty, 
staff, students and stakeholders.  At different times the 
department head serves to facilitate, to protect, and to 
be an example. The hat?  It can vary depending upon 
whether you are working with faculty, staff, students, 
stakeholders or the administration of the University.  The 
role is more than about 
forests; it is about people 
and forests.

With less time spent at 
Green Hall, where do 
you look forward to 
spending your time? 
I look forward to being 
at the family cabin near 
Aitkin.

Mike Kilgore has been 
named as the interim 
department head. Can 
you describe your work 
to date with Mike? 
Mike has incredible experience in the area of natural 
resource economics and policy, from field work to 
working for governors and the legislature to designing 
and implementing major programs.  His knowledge of 
process is widely known, and he is a natural leader.   I 
once worked for Mike as part of the contract to conduct 
Minnesota’s Generic Environmental Impact Statement 
on Forestry and the Forest Resource Base in the early 
1990s. He then worked for me when we later hired him 
as a faculty member.  Now as a professor emeritus, I am 
going back to working for him. 

What do you see ahead for the department’s programs 
at and beyond the University?

I foresee that healthy and productive 
forests will continue to be 

fundamentally important to society in 
our region and globally. 

With increasing urbanization, education about the 
management of forests will become more and more 
difficult. The challenge will be to find the ways and 
means of reaching society so that it may benefit and 
prosper with the aid of our forest resources.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Southern India National Science Foundation Project Review, 1994

Ruffed grouse habitat tour for grand-
daughters in northern MN, 2010

Measurement instruction, Cloquet Forestry Center, 1980



    Highlights from the 
80th Annual Forester’s Day 

Student Spotlight: 
Michael Shearen

By the time you read this story, Michael will have 
completed his undergraduate career at the U of M. 
The recent graduate walked in commencement in May 
after completing a Bachelor of Science degree in FNRM 
with a specialization in Forest Ecosystem Management 
and Conservation. Michael calls Talmoon, Minnesota 
home, where he grew up exploring the outdoors in the 
Chippewa National Forest. Before transfering to the U, 
he completed four years at Itasca Community College 
in Grand Rapids, earning an Associate degree. Michael 
chose the U of M because of the well-rounded experience 
he anticipated receiving at a Big Ten University. The 
transition was made easier by living in a dormitory at 
Bailey Hall on the St Paul campus and joining the Forestry 
Club. He served as the club president for two semesters, 
managing the logistics of the annual Christmas tree sale, 
buying the trees and renting the trailer to keep warm 
at the tree lot, and organizing activities for the annual 
Forester’s Day celebration. “It’s a lot of work and a lot 
of time management, but it’s really rewarding,” says 
the former president. He enjoyed facilitating leadership 
and career development opportunities for other club 
members, especially the club’s trip to the 2015 Society 
of American Foresters National Convention in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. 

Michael looks back at Forest Ecology, Silviculture, and 
Managing Recreational Lands as his favorite classes in 
the FNRM program. His coursework as well as three 

summers of internship experience with the MN DNR 
ResourceAssessment Office have prepared him to enter 
the field. In his first summer with the DNR, he helped 
assess fire danger around homes, followed by a summer 
as a Geographic Information Systems technician and 
a third summer as a forestry intern in the Deer River 
Area. Michael is eagerly anticipating news about several 
natural resource positions in the Midwest, but a job as a 
Minnesota forester is his top choice. We have our fingers 
crossed for him!
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    Highlights from the 
80th Annual Forester’s Day 

    

Every April, we celebrate Forester’s Day with a 
pancake breakfast prepared by faculty and staff, 
followed by timbersports led by the Forestry Club. 
This year, the Tree Ascension Club invited first-time 
climbers to learn how to ascend trees safely using rope 
systems. Students from Great River School joined us 
for the festivities and even tried out climbing. The 
day concluded with a banquet hosted by the Forestry 
Club and with a keynote speech from Alan Ek. 
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Thank you 2015 Donors

Welcome Kyle Gill, Forest Manager 

Dorothy Anderson, Paul Anderson, Rodney Anttila, 
Brian Asmus, Denis & Phyllis Bakke Family Foundation - 
St Paul Foundation, Warren Banks, Fred Batson, Marvin 
Bauer, Betty Brendemuehl, Kenneth & Pamela Brooks, 
Gerald & Susan Caraher, Peter Caraher, Robert Casler, 
Frederick Cubbage, Emily Debano, Karlyn Eckman, Alan 
& Carolyn Ek, Kay & Arthur Emmons, Blaine Fenstad, Mary  
Ffolliott, Garry Frits, Paul Fuchs, Corinne & Rodney 
Goodell, Suzanne & Michael Graves, Jan Hacker, Patricia 
Halpin & Timothy Fleury, Brenda & Mark Hansen, Roy 
Hawks, Russell Henly, Suzanne Johnson, Eric Jokela, 
Josephine & Waldemore Mohl - InFaith Community  
Foundation, Darrel Kenops, David & Patricia King, Amy 
Jean Knorr, Fredrick Koepp, Debra Larson Harrison, 
Terrence & Karyl Lejcher, David & Marcia Lothner, 
Louanne S Brooks Fund - Schwab Charitable Gift Fund, 

Allen & Barbara Lundgren, Donald Mecklenburg, 
Iris Mielke, Minnesota Pesticide Information and 
Education, Minnesota Turf and Grounds Foundation,  
Lawrence Mirkes, Charles Nelson, Arnold Ostrom, Sally 
Palm, William Patterson III, Philip Perry, Plantra, Helen 
Purvey, Shirley & George Rimmell, Tom & Janelle 
Schnadt, Kenneth Skok, Richard & Pauline Skok, Daniel 
Sorenson, Philip & Patricia Splett, Franklin E Star CPRP, 
Gerald Thiede, Jerrilyn Thompson, John Thurmes, 
Richard Trochlil, Joseph Uliman, Jianyuan Wang, Allan 
Wolter, David Zumeta

Interested in making a gift?
 

forestry.umn.edu/alumni/ways-give

 

“My goal is to be an active manager of the landscape’s 
ecological communities,” says the new forest 
manager of the Cloquet Forestry Center (CFC). 
Kyle Gill started his new position in November 
2015, but his history in the Department of Forest  
Resources, where he earned both his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees dates back to 2004. In his previous 
work, Kyle conducted research on silvicultural options 
for Great Lakes region black ash forest management. 
His background in applied forest ecology and forest 
management research has prepared him to be a liaison 
between various stakeholders and to manage diverse 
interests at the CFC.

Kyle brings an active approach to forest management 
at the Center. He believes that there is considerable 
wood that can be harvested, and that economic and 
ecological interests can be well met when considering 
each stand as a part of a larger landscape. He looks 
forward to taking advantage of new crops of trees that 
establish by natural regeneration. 

“A good silviculturist is supposed to 
be tinkering a little bit all the time…
It can be play in a way; playing with 
spacing, what you plant, or what you 
encourage for natural regeneration.” 

In addition to forest management, Kyle gets to be 
engaged in education, outreach, and research. He 
has taught the past two editions of Field Silviculture 
to undergraduates in the Forest and Natural Resource 
Management program as part of the advanced 
field session at the CFC. A highlight of the course 
for students this year was working with Fond du Lac 
Tribal and Community College to create a Forest 
Stewardship Plan for the school’s forest. Kyle also 
looks forward to hosting silviculturists for the National 
Advanced Silviculture Program in July and working with 
researchers from the US Forest Service, University of 
Minnesota Duluth, and the Minnesota DNR, studying 
long-eared bats and forest management. We wish 
him the best as he enters his first summer as Forest 
Manager.

Your continued generosity supports research, teaching, 

and scholarships for students now and in the future!


