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and International Cooperation



Commitment to International 
Cooperation
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The U.S. should do its
share to solve

international problems
together with other

countries

The U.S. should withdraw
from most efforts to solve

international problems

As the sole remainng
superpower, the U.S.

should continue to be the
preeminent world leader in

solving international
problems



Positive attitudes towards WHO and UN 

Average rating given international organizations
Scale = 0-100, with 0 meaning a very cold, 

unfavorable feeling, and 50 meaning not particularly 
warm or cold



Percent who agree or disagree with the following statement: When dealing with 
international problems, the U.S. should be more willing to make decisions 

within the UN even if this means the U.S. will sometimes have to go along with 
a policy that is not its first choice

Strong commitment to working through the UN 



….and for steps to strengthen the UN 

Percent who agree or disagree with the following 

Percent who favor or oppose the following steps that could be taken to strengthen the UN



High support for UNSC having the right to intervene to 
stop human rights abuses
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Favor using U.S. troops to be part of an
international peacekeeping force in Darfur

Favor using U.S. troops to stop a government
from committing genocide

The UN Security Council should have the
authority to go into countries to investigate

violations of human rights

The UN Security Council should have the right to
authorize military force to prevent severe human

rights violations like genocide



Strong support for accepting WTO decisions 

Percent who agree or disagree that the U.S. in general should or should not comply if 
another country files a complaint with the WTO and it rules against the U.S. 



Strong support for participation in international treaties 
Percent who think the U.S. should or should not participate in the following treaties or 

agreements



High support of troop use for humanitarian purposes 
Percent who favor or oppose the use of U.S. troops in the following situations



Support for using U.S. troops increases when 
multilateral context is stated

65%
45%

Favor the U.S. contributing
military forces, together with

other countries, to a UN effort
to reverse the aggression (if
North Korea invaded South

Korea)

Favor using U.S. troops if
North Korea invades South

Korea
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Americans favor sanctions and diplomacy to resolve Iran 
situation    

If Iran continues to enrich uranium do you think the UN Security Council should 



…and are willing to undertake a military strike only with UN approval and 
the participation of allies

In regard to the possibility of the U.S. undertaking a military strike against Iran’s nuclear facilities, do you think 
the U.S. should:



Americans reject using nukes except in response to an 
nuclear attack    

58%

20% 20%

The U.S. should only use
nuclear weapons in

response to a nuclear
attack

The U.S. should never use
nuclear weapons under any

circumstances

In certain circumstances
the U.S. should use nuclea
weapons even if it has no
suffered a nuclear attack
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Americans reject use of torture
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Terrorists pose such an extreme threat
that governments should be allowed to
use torture if they may gain information

that saves lives

Rules against torture should be
maintained because torture is morally

wrong and weakening these rules may
lead to the torture of American soldiers

who are held prisoner abroad


