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The Broken Branch: A Look at the ContemporaryThe Broken Branch: A Look at the Contemporary
CongressCongress
In their new book, In their new book, The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on TrackThe Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track, nationally, nationally

renowned congressional experts renowned congressional experts Thomas MannThomas Mann (https://www.brookings.edu/experts/thomas-e-mann/) (https://www.brookings.edu/experts/thomas-e-mann/) and  and Norman OrnsteinNorman Ornstein

(http://www.aei.org/scholar/norman-j-ornstein/)(http://www.aei.org/scholar/norman-j-ornstein/) offer a diagnosis of the cause of Congressional decline and suggest a blueprint for offer a diagnosis of the cause of Congressional decline and suggest a blueprint for

positive change.positive change.

Professor Professor Lawrence JacobsLawrence Jacobs (/people/ljacobs/) (/people/ljacobs/), director of the Center for the Study of Politics and Governance, intrduced the, director of the Center for the Study of Politics and Governance, intrduced the

discussion.discussion.Star TribuneStar Tribune columnist and editorial writer  columnist and editorial writer Lori SturdevantLori Sturdevant

(http://www.startribune.com/bios/10646066.html)(http://www.startribune.com/bios/10646066.html) moderated. moderated.

THOMAS MANNTHOMAS MANN (HTTPS://WWW.BROOKINGS.EDU/EXPERTS/THOMAS-E-MANN/) (HTTPS://WWW.BROOKINGS.EDU/EXPERTS/THOMAS-E-MANN/)

Thomas E. Mann is the W. Averell Harriman Chair and Senior Fellow in Governance Studies at theThomas E. Mann is the W. Averell Harriman Chair and Senior Fellow in Governance Studies at the

Brookings Institution. Between 1987 and 1999, he was director of governmental studies at Brookings, andBrookings Institution. Between 1987 and 1999, he was director of governmental studies at Brookings, and

before that he served as executive director of the American Political Science Association.before that he served as executive director of the American Political Science Association.

Mann has taught at Princeton, Johns Hopkins and Georgetown universities; conducted polls forMann has taught at Princeton, Johns Hopkins and Georgetown universities; conducted polls for

congressional candidates; worked as a consultant to IBM and the Public Broadcasting Service; chaired the Board of Overseers ofcongressional candidates; worked as a consultant to IBM and the Public Broadcasting Service; chaired the Board of Overseers of

the National Election Studies; and served as an expert witness in the constitutional defense of the McCain-Feingold campaignthe National Election Studies; and served as an expert witness in the constitutional defense of the McCain-Feingold campaign
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finance law. He lectures frequently in the United States and abroad on American politics and public policy and is a regularfinance law. He lectures frequently in the United States and abroad on American politics and public policy and is a regular

contributor to newspaper stories and television and radio programs on politics and governance.contributor to newspaper stories and television and radio programs on politics and governance.

He is currently working on projects dealing with redistricting, election reform, and party polarization.He is currently working on projects dealing with redistricting, election reform, and party polarization.

NORMAN ORNSTEINNORMAN ORNSTEIN (HTTP://WWW.AEI.ORG/SCHOLAR/48) (HTTP://WWW.AEI.ORG/SCHOLAR/48)

Norman J. Ornstein is a resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research. HeNorman J. Ornstein is a resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research. He

also serves as an election analyst for CBS News and writes a weekly column called "Congress Inside Out" foralso serves as an election analyst for CBS News and writes a weekly column called "Congress Inside Out" for

Roll Call newspaper. He has written for the Roll Call newspaper. He has written for the New York TimesNew York Times, , Washington PostWashington Post, , Wall StreetWall Street

JournalJournal, , Foreign AffairsForeign Affairs, and other major publications, and regularly appears on television programs like, and other major publications, and regularly appears on television programs like

The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, Nightline, and Charlie Rose.The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, Nightline, and Charlie Rose.

Ornstein serves as senior counselor to the Continuity of Government Commission, working to ensure thatOrnstein serves as senior counselor to the Continuity of Government Commission, working to ensure that

our institutions of government can be maintained in the event of a terrorist attack on Washington. His campaign financeour institutions of government can be maintained in the event of a terrorist attack on Washington. His campaign finance

working group of scholars and practitioners helped shape the major law, known as McCain-Feingold, that reformed theworking group of scholars and practitioners helped shape the major law, known as McCain-Feingold, that reformed the

campaign financing system. He is also co-directing a multi-year effort, called the Transition to Governing Project, to create acampaign financing system. He is also co-directing a multi-year effort, called the Transition to Governing Project, to create a

better climate for governing in the era of the permanent campaign.better climate for governing in the era of the permanent campaign.

Parking + DirectionsParking + Directions (/contact/parking.html) (/contact/parking.html)

More InformationMore Information

For more information and disability accommodations, please call (612) 625-5340 or For more information and disability accommodations, please call (612) 625-5340 or 

e-mail e-mail cspg@umn.educspg@umn.edu (mailto:cspg@umn.edu) (mailto:cspg@umn.edu)..
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