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From the Director

Biedermann and the Arsonists

It is almost impossible to put into words how heartbreaking and grim these past days
have been, as we watched in horror and distress the footage of Minneapolis police
officers murdering George Floyd. The outrage and pain that followed have shaken
the foundations of our communities to their very core. The magnitude of this moment
cannot be minimized, as protesters have taken to the streets. Young and old alike
have cried out for justice.  

When I was a youngster back in high school in Madrid I was deeply moved by a
drama I read called Biedermann and the Arsonists, by  Max Frisch. It is about a citizen
who invites two arsonists into his house, even though they signal from the start that
they will set fire to it.  

Penned in the 1950s, Frisch’s play has been read as a parable about the
complacency and cowardice of the common man that stood by during the rise of
Nazism, ignored the crimes of Stalinism in Europe, or buried his head in the sand
during the nuclear arms race. What has this to do with our current crisis? Biedermann
is a stand-in for the German average citizen who indulges the good life, a contented
member of the middle class detached from the reality that surrounds him. Most of us
have a bit of Biedermann housed within us. Our beautiful Twin Cities is one of the most
livable places in the country… for White citizens, but that wealth, prosperity, and
acceptance have never been fully accessible to African American and indigenous
neighbors.

My friend and colleague  Joachim Savelsberg wrote these compelling lines in a letter
to the New York Times last week:

"Expressions of disgust come easily in response to killings of unarmed black men by
police. So does upset about lacking judicial responses. Yet, both are only possible in a
context in which society and its political representatives tolerate and promote
massive structural inequalities and segregation of the disadvantaged in
neighborhoods and prisons, delegating to specialized forces the dirty work of
keeping these populations in check. Such conditions generate high rates of killing in
poverty neighborhoods, police brutality and police impunity. We must fight these evils
by eliminating the roots."

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Max-Frisch
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Max-Frisch
https://cla.umn.edu/about/directory/profile/savel001
https://cla.umn.edu/about/directory/profile/savel001


In other words, the problem will not simply fizzle out because the fires are momentarily
quelled. Max Frisch’s ominous subtitle for his play was also a warning: "A lesson
without a lesson". For us, unless we become more attentive to the needs of our
communities and work actively in the fight against discrimination, each from our
respective positions, dismantling the visible and invisible barriers that fan the flames of
racial inequality, we will continue to be burned like Biedermann.

Alejandro Baer
Stephen C. Feinstein Chair and Director

Upcoming Program:
Bridges of Memory: Connecting Communities & Classrooms

June 22, 23, 29, & 30
7:00 PM
Followed by educator workshops on July 6, 7, & 8
Learn more and register here

Join us for a series of community dialogues and virtual
educator workshops to learn about genocides from the
experiences and perspectives of local survivors and
survivor communities. Topics will include the Armenian

Genocide, Holodomor, Holocaust, and Cambodian Genocide, as well as a focus on
how individuals and communities share stories of loss and survival, navigate trauma,
memorialize victims, preserve and celebrate culture, and educate younger
generations. Each of the four sessions, offered in partnership with a community
organization, will feature a moderated conversation with a member of a survivor
community followed by a question and answer session with participants.

Preview of Fall Events

We are pleased to share a preview of our upcoming fall programs and events:

August 25:August 25: "Education as Reparative Justice: Rethinking Indigenous Representation in
Curriculum and Museum Exhibits" part of the Human Rights Lab project, in conjunction
with the Canadian Museum of Human Rights

October 6:October 6: "Spaniards in Mauthausen: Representations of a Concentration Camp",
Sarah Brenneis (U. Amherst). Presented with the Center for Austrian Studies, the
Centro Sefarad-Israel (Madrid), & the Ray Wolpow Institute for the Study of the
Holocaust, Genocide, and Crimes Against Humanity

November 9:November 9: Annual "Kristallnacht" Commemorative Lecture "The Forgotten Mass
Destruction of Jewish Homes during ‘Kristallnacht" with Wolf Gruner (Founding Director
of the Center for Advanced Genocide Research at the University of Southern
California Shoah Foundation) presented with the JCRC of Minnesota and the
Dakotas & the Minnesotan Consortium for Holocaust and Genocide Education &
Research

New Badzin Fellow Named

https://cla.umn.edu/chgs/news-events/announcement/bridges-memory-connecting-communities-and-classrooms
https://www.law.umn.edu/human-rights-center/human-rights-lab/lab-projects


Congratulations, Jillian!Congratulations, Jillian!

We're excited to announce Jillian LaBranche is the recipient
of the 2020-21 Bernard and Fern Badzin Graduate Fellowship
in Holocaust & Genocide Studies. Jillian's work examines how
naming of large scale political violence by the United
Nations Security Council impacts the construction of national
narratives, focusing her work on Sierra Leone and Rwanda.

Learn more about Jillian's work

Welcome, Dr. Sheer Ganor

CHGS welcomes Dr. Sheer Ganor to the University of
Minnesota. Sheer completed her doctoral work at the
University of California in 2019 with a dissertation examining
the German-Jewish communities that were spread across
the world following the Nazi rise to power. Her areas of
expertise include the Holocaust, human rights and public

history. Sheer will join the University's History Department and CHGS as an affiliated
faculty member.

Other Center News

Congratulations, St. Sahag Armenian ChurchCongratulations, St. Sahag Armenian Church
St. Sahag was recently awarded the College of Liberal Arts' Civitas Community
Partner Award. The award recognizes community organizations whose mission aligns
with the college's goal of betterment for society. We were honored to nominate St.
Sahag for their years of partnership with CHGS, the Arsham and Charlotte Ohanessian
Chair and continued support of students across the University community.

CHGS Receives Support for Digital CollectionsCHGS Receives Support for Digital Collections
CHGS was recently awarded a Summer RA for 2020 to work in our digital repository
(https://chgs.elevator.umn.edu) to present our collections to UMN and CLA faculty
for potential integration into digital coursework for Fall 2020. Funding for the RA-ship
as well as project management support will come from the CLA Liberal Arts
Technologies and Innovation Services unit (LATIS). 

Featured Resource Upcoming Community Event

Open Season: Legalized Genocide ofOpen Season: Legalized Genocide of
Colored PeopleColored People

"The Lynchings in Duluth" with Michael"The Lynchings in Duluth" with Michael
Fedo and William D. GreenFedo and William D. Green

Wednesday, June 10
7:00 - 7:30 PM
Online

On the evening of June 15, 1920, in
Duluth, Minnesota, three young black
men, accused of the rape of a white
woman, were pulled from their jail cells
and lynched by a mob numbering in the

https://thesocietypages.org/holocaust-genocide/student-spotlight-jillian-labranche/
https://cla.umn.edu/news-events/press-release/college-liberal-arts-announces-2020-civitas-award-winners
https://chgs.elevator.umn.edu
https://www.mnhs.org/event/8486


By Ben Crump

Available here

thousands. Yet for years the incident was
nearly forgotten. The authors will
illuminate the history of African
Americans in Minnesota and how racism
has played out in the state over time.

Y

Support Our Neighboring Communities

There are a number of organizations
working towards advancing racial and
social justice in the Twin Cities, as well as
a number of organizations supporting
local business rebuild in the aftermath of
the protests.

Please consider giving your time or
contributing to these organizations today

Fall 2020 Courses

The University of Minnesota offers a
number of courses on the Holocaust and
other episodes of genocide.

Browse Fall 2020 courses

The Genocide Education OutreachThe Genocide Education Outreach
ProjectProject
The Center's GEO program, Genocide
Education Outreach, is taking
knowledge and expertise directly to
classrooms across the state.

CHGS Annual ReportCHGS Annual Report
The CHGS Annual Report features our
Dakota Narratives Research project and
a review of last year's public lectures,
partnerships, faculty accomplishments,
and opportunities for graduate students
and educators.

Center for Holocaust & Genocide StudiesCenter for Holocaust & Genocide Studies
(612) 626-2617
chgs@umn.edu
cla.umn.edu/chgs
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