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UMN Sustainable Forests Education Cooperative
Highlights for 2011 Fiscal Year (July 1, 2010-June 30, 2011)

•Had another exceptional year for number and quality of education programs and 

increased numbers of participants with increased revenues

•SFEC membership increased by 8 new members in FY 2011 to a record 48 members 

These members include:

- Chisago Soil & Water Conservation District

- Minnesota Power

- UMN Forestry Extension

- Vermillion Community College

- MN DNR Division of Ecological Resources

- Wisconsin DNR St. Croix Area Forestry  

- Itasca Community College

- Forest Capital Ventures LLC                         

•Hosted 24 programs in fiscal year 2011 (17 in FY 2010) with a potential record of 1,226    

participants  

•Highlighted programs include:

- Jack Pine Symposium

- 8th Annual Research Review 

- Intermediate Stand Treatments

- Forest Products Utilization and Marketing

- Early Successional Habitat Management for Birds (2 programs)

- Ecological Classification System Certificate Revised Series (4 programs)

- Restoration of Permanent Openings

- Forest Recreational Trail Design

- Forests and Climate Change: Part II

- Advanced GPS Training

- Forest Management Guidelines Training

•Continued Webinar Series

- Planned 10, hosted 8 webinars in fiscal year 2011 with 241 participants

- DNR Division of Forestry provided support for DNR staff to attend webinars

•Received two grants: DNR Stewardship Plan Writer Tracking Grant and Blandin

Foundation ‘Building Capacity’ grant

•Completed an SFEC Membership Survey



 Mike Kroenke –

Program Director

 Anna McQuade –

Temporary Program Assistant 



Executive

Committee

Education Advisory 
Committee

Cloquet Forestry Center
Director, Ron Severs

(L to R front row:) Greg Bernu-Carlton Co. Land 
Dept., Beth Jacqmain-Aitkin Co. Land Dept., Dave 
Schipper-DNR Grand Rapids, Lisa Breuer-SFEC 
Admin. Asst. (L to R back row) Mike Kroenke-SFEC 
Coordinator, Jim Sanders-USDA FS, Ron Severs-
Cloquet Forestry Center Director, Jim Marshall-
UPM Kymmene, Adrew Arends-MN DNR-St. Paul, 
Kelly Smith-Carlton Co. SWCD, Steve Olson-Fond 
du Lac Reservation 

(L to R front row) Mike Kroenke, Coordinator, SFEC; 
Lisa Breuer, Program Assistant, SFEC; Rob Slesak, MN 
Forest Resources Council; Rick Klevorn, MN DNR; Kelly 
Smith, Carlton County SWCD (L to R back row) David 
Chura, MN Logger Education Program; Adam 
Sutherland, UPM-Kymmene; Eli Sagor, University of 
MN; Paul Dickson, Dickson Forestry; Robert Krepps, St. 
Louis County Land Dept. (Not Pictured: Tony D'Amato, 
University of MN; George Host, NRRI; Jeff Lightfoot, 
MN DNR; Robert Lintelmann, Bureau of Indian Affairs; 
Kathleen Preece, MN Forest Research Partnership; 
Carrie Pike, MN Tree Improvement Coop.; Mary Shedd, 
USDA FS, Superior NF)

Intermediate Stand 
Treatment Committee

(Left to Right) Grant Domke, University of MN; Tony 
D’Amato, University of MN; Cheryl Adams, UPM 
Kymmene; Mike Kroenke, Coordinator SFEC; Rick Klevorn, 
MN DNR; Eli Sagor University of MN MN; David Chura, MN 
Logger Education Program



 By Act of Minnesota State 
Legislature

 Sustainable Forest 
Resources Act of 1995

 This Act Formed:

- MN Forest Resources 
Council (MFRC) to advise 
the Governor

- Sustainable Forests 
Education Cooperative 
(SFEC)

- MN Logger Education 
Partnership (MLEP)



 Oldest continuing university forestry 
research facility in the United States 
(100+ years)

 3-Pronged Mission of CFC UMN

- Research

- Undergraduate educational field 
camp

- Continuing education outreach

 Home of Two Cooperatives

- Sustainable Forests Education 
Cooperative

- Minnesota Tree Improvement 
Cooperative



 SFEC was organized in 1998 through the 
University of Minnesota, College of Natural 
Resources, Center for Continuing Education

 Presently under the College of Food, 
Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences 
and under the supervision of the Cloquet
Forestry Center Director

 The Sustainable Forest Education 
Cooperative was fashioned after other 
successful University of Minnesota research 
cooperatives  

 SFEC may have been the first and only 
forestry and natural resource continuing 
education cooperative in the United States.

 Very similar to UM Extension in it’s mission 
and how it works



 SFEC began in 1998 with 
approximately 25 member 
organizations

 Currently at 48 members including 
county, state, federal, non-profit 
and private agencies including:  
Superior and Chippewa National 
Forests, MN DNR, Divisions of 
Forestry and Wildlife, County 
Forestry Commissioners, County 
SWCD, Tribal Offices, Blandin 
Foundation, UPM-Kymmene-
Blandin, Sappi, Boise, Potlach
Paper Mills and MN Power



Sustainable Forests Education Cooperative

SFEC Members 2011

•MN Association of County Land Commissioners 
•Boise Cascade 
•County Land Departments 

Aitkin; Beltrami; Carlton;Cass; Clearwater; Crow Wing; Hubbard; 
Koochiching;Lake; St. Louis

•Forest Capital Partners, LLC 
•Itasca Community College 
•Minnesota Chippewa Tribes - Tribal DNRs 

Fond du Lac; Grand Portage; Leech Lake; White Earth
•Minnesota DNR 

Division of Ecological & Water Resources 
Division of Forestry 
Wildlife Management Section

•MN Forest Resources Council 
•MN Forest Stewardship Program 
•MN Power 
•The Nature Conservancy,Minnesota Chapter 
•Potlatch Corporation 
•Red Lake Tribal DNR 
•Sappi Fine Paper 
•Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

Aitkin County; Carlton County; Chisago County; Crow Wing County; 
Itasca County; South St. Louis County (CCLNS Joint Powers Board #3); 
Wadena County

•St. John's University Arboretum 
•University of Minnesota 

College of Food, Ag.& Natural Resource Sciences 
Department of Forest Resources 
Extension Forestry Program 
Natural Resources Research Institute

•UPM Blandin Paper Mill 
•USDA FS National Forests 

Superior; Chippewa
•Vermilion Community College 
•Wisconsin DNR - St. Croix Area Forestry Program

For more information or to begin membership, contact 
Mike Kroenke – Program Director at the UMN Cloquet
Forestry Center (218-726-6404 or 
mkroenke@umn.edu).



 SFEC is funded by the University of 
MN, membership dues and program 
revenues at approximately ¼, ¼ and 
40% with the remaining 10% income 
generated from grants

 $145,000 annual budget with 1.75 
FTE including a Program Director and 
Program Assistant. Increased demand 
and workload necessitated increasing 
the Program Assistant position from 
.50 to .75 FTE for Fiscal Year 2011

 A grant from the DNR Division of 
Forestry helps to offset program 
initiatives including a DNR 
Stewardship Plan Writer Tracking 
Grant renewed annually and a 
webinar grant 



SFEC provides for interdisciplinary 
and interagency learning.  Member 
organizations contribute annually 
with a dues structure of $125 per 
participating member, to support 

program development, 
administration and overhead.  In 
return, members receive reduced 

rates on registration fees ($65 
member rate vs. $135 non-member 

rate). Members help to identify 
continuing education programs that 
meet their professional development 

needs



 SFEC has developed a broad base 
of programs during its 13 years of 
existence and has received 
continued support from the 
University of Minnesota and base 
organization members, serving 
approximately 2000+ professional 
natural resource land managers in 
MN

 During the 2011 fiscal year (July 1, 
2010-June 30, 2011) SFEC 
developed and delivered 24 
programs to its members (17 in 
fiscal year 2010) to 1,226 
participants

 Eight of these programs were 
webinars



Examples of successful SFEC 

programs in FY 2011 include:

Annual Research Review

Jack Pine Symposium

Early Successional Habitat for Birds

Forest Products Utilization and Marketing

Intermediate Stand Treatments Series

Climate Change: Part II 

Advanced GPS

Forest Recreational Trail Design

Ecological Classification Silviculture

Course Series

Forest Management Guidelines Training 

Series of Successful Webinars











Dr. Lee Frelich

Nationally 
renowned 

climate change 
expert

B4WARMED 
Global Warming

Research Site





Sharp-Tailed 
Grouse, American 

Woodcock and 
Golden-Winged 

Warblers









Monthly Webinars
Online interactive 

educational seminars 
that reach our 

intended audience 
without having to 
leave their desks! 
Featuring content 

specialists 
from the lake 
states -

Dick Rossman

Tim Quincer

Dr. Tony 
D’Amato

Dr. Lowell 
Klessig

And many more…



Dr. Hans Schabel

Dr. Hermann Rodenkirchen



 A need for continuing education by professional 
foresters and natural resource land managers in 
Minnesota

 A recognition by members that cross-programming 
and interdisciplinary programming is beneficial to all of 
them for learning and networking

 A connection with University faculty/research 
associates to stay abreast in the field and have input 
into cutting edge research and new knowledge transfer

 Access to professional UM staff who understand and 
deliver on educational needs, identification, program 
design, marketing, delivery and evaluation for the 
continuing education needs of the professional natural 
resource land managers in Minnesota

 A 13 year history of successful program delivery and 
positive relationships with member partners

 Programs offered at a very reasonable cost ($65 per 
day or $35 per ½ day)



Some Challenges

 Increasing numbers of professional 
natural resource programs being 
developed by other organizations 
in Minnesota

 Need for continued close 
communication with member 
partners and other entities offering 
programs

 Need for continued professional 
program delivery formats to meet 
partner needs

 Continued funding during times of 
fiscal restraint

 Professional staff support for an 
expanding program with increased 
technical computer and people 
skills required



Future Directions/Programs

 Continue to improve 
professional education 
programs by engaging 
leading specialists and land 
managers in Minnesota, the 
Midwest and Canada

 Search for and engage 
other potential professional 
natural resource partners 
(i.e. US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Natural Resource 
Conservation Service and 
National Park Service



A few SFEC programs of 
interest in 2012

February 21, 
Adaptive 

Management in 
the Face of 

Climate Change, 
Cloquet Forestry 

Center

January 11 

Annual Forestry, 
Wildlife and Natural 
Resources Research 

Review, Cloquet
Forestry Center



A few SFEC programs of 
interest in 2012 (continued)

March 18-28 

Sustainable Forestry and 
Natural Resource 

Management in Costa 
Rica, an International 

Tour

June 13-14 

Oak Symposium, a single 
species workshop, St. 

John’s University 
Arboretum



In Conclusion

 SFEC continues to be valued and 
needed and continues to 
experience strong support from 
its members

 SFEC has a positive future and 
direction, and will continue to 
work toward meeting members’ 
professional education needs

 SFEC has demonstrated that an 
‘entrepreneurial’ partnership 
between a university and partner 
organizations through base 
university funding, membership 
fees and program revenues and 
grants can be successful during 
times of budgetary restraints



A quote from an SFEC 
member:

“As we continue to try to do 
more with fewer staff, we have 

come to rely on the Cooperative.  
The Sustainable Forests 
Education Cooperative is 

efficient in providing continuing 
education services to a large 

number of professionals from a 
diversity of organizations, and 
exposes our staff to the world 
beyond our routine contacts.”



Sustainable Forests 
Education Cooperative

University of Minnesota

Michael Kroenke-Program Director

mkroenke@umn.edu

218-726-6404

http://sfec.cfans.umn.edu


