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So many changes to report. Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies (WGSS) is now a pro-
gram in the Anthropology, Sociology,& Criminology Department (ASC).  While change 
is often difficult and painful, it can also be an opportunity for a new beginning and a 
chance to rethink, reimagine and recreate ourselves. We were well received by our new 
Department Head Dr. Scott Vollum, and in fact, by the whole faculty of ASC. Together, 
we are exploring what we can create together, beginning with finding a name that would 
capture the work that all the components in this department do. We hope to have that in 
place for next year. 
 As a program, nothing has changed. Our BA and two minors remain intact and 
we will work extremely hard to ensure that the changes we face now translate into new 
opportunities for students. We have a history of resiliency that we draw on now.  
 In addition to this change, we must also announce that Dr. Tineke Ritmeester is 
retiring from UMD and we would like to extend our thanks to her for all she has done 
with and for WGSS.  
 When I got hired in August 1997, I was received at the airport by one indomita-
ble, resilient, and unapologetic feminist. That was, and is, Tineke Ritmeester. Tineke 
started  at UMD in 1987 and for 30 years, she and Professor Beth Bartlett have been the 
heart and soul of the department. 
 Tineke is a renowned feminist activist in the Twin Ports and is deeply embedded 

in Feminist organizations in the community. She co-founded the first Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Diversity Commission around 
1995; in 2007 she received the Breaking the Silence Award for her activism; and she is credited with bringing many famous and 
engaged intellectuals to campus, such as Angela Davis and Paulo Freire.  
 So Tineke, we will miss your courage, determination, and commitment to the resistance. 
We draw our strength from you and those who came before you: “Never doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever 
has.” (Margaret Mead, 1979). We thank and honor both you and professor Beth Barlett for your 
dedication to Women’s Studies as a discipline, program, and as a department.             
 Another big change for this year is our new term faculty, Chloe Diamond-Lenow. She is 
full of energy and enthusiasm and will be teaching exciting courses such a Sex, Love, and Romance 
and Queer Media. I will also teach a new course on Inequalities in Education in AY2019.   
 We are happy to say we are in the process of hiring a new WGSS tenure track faculty for 
academic year 2019 (Fall 2018 start). We are holding listening meetings with our students and 
planning on meeting with faculty from across the campus to deliberate on how to strengthen 
WGSS. Given the prevailing racial, gender, religious and sexual violence of our time, I cannot 
think of a better moment to collaborate across campus  and community to create change.  
Education as an act of freedom, and educating for social transformation is at the heart of what we 
do and we want to continue to build and grow a robust, culturally diverse, globally minded, and all
-inclusive intellectual space.                       
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Farewell from   

Dear Friends: 
 It is difficult to write this letter of farewell. My emotions are mixed and 
have been pulling me in opposing directions. There is so much to reflect on, and I 
worry about inadvertently leaving out so much: an event… a person… friends. 
 While I am thrilled to be moving back to Amsterdam after having spent fifty 
years in the USA, leaving Duluth and my closest friends behind is bittersweet.  
 As I look back at thirty fantastic years in the UMD WS department, I realize 
my work has been a dream-come-true from beginning to end. Women’s Studies 
(students, staff, faculty) became a place that allowed the intellectual, political, and 
emotional aspects of my being to come together: a home. It gave me the freedom to 
always be myself, and to grow. WS became the best thing that ever happened to me. 
 

 And why? 
 

 It is no secret: WS students are phenomenal. They are intellectually bold, 
demanding, activist minded, and absolutely passionate about their studies. They build 
community. They work with the poor and homeless; organize against racism, homo-
phobia, transphobia, xenophobia, and rape culture. They become best of friends and 
show that a better world is indeed possible. 
 Heartfelt thanks, especially, to all my fabulous friends in the WS/WGSS 
department (I could not possibly list them all, but need to acknowledge Beth Bartlett, 
Njoki Kamau, Susana  
Pelayo-Woodward,  

Deborah Plechner, Cindy Christian, Andrea Sande, Geraldine Hughes, 
and Laura Hesselton), for all you have done for WGSS, and for me. You 
are the best! 
 I fondly think back on my collaborations with a number of grass-
roots groups at UMD, including the Women’s Resource and Action  
Center, QSU, and the former Commission on Human Diversity. They 
are among the highlights of these thirty years. I especially want to 
acknowledge my friend Susana Pelayo-Woodward. Together, we orga-
nized many thought and action provoking events on campus, such as the 
keynote speakers for our annual International Women’s History Month 
Celebrations: Angela Davis, Margaret Randall, Byllye Avery, Leslie Fein-
berg, Paula Gunn Allen, Urvashi Vaid, Maria Suarez Toro, and Kate 
Bornstein, to mention just a few. 
 As a faculty member and former department chair, I have 
seen and lived through the endless challenges, reconfigurations, and 
devastating cuts that the UMD higher administration imposed dispro-
portionately upon our small but vital WS department. Since its  
inception, WGSS has been thoroughly diverse. We modeled intersec-
tional inclusivity, internationalism, and community activism before 
“diversity” and “community engagement” became buzzwords. Through 
all these years we have been steadfastly supported by our awesome 
staff, students, an active and loyal Women’s Studies Advisory Board, 
the Women’s Resource and Action Center, and the Duluth feminist 
community. 
 Early on, I got deeply involved with the Duluth Domestic 
Abuse Intervention Project and Praxis International. Patriarchal and 
capitalist violence against women and children fuels my passion as a 
  

                      continued on page 3... 
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...Continued from page 2 
socialist feminist activist. Men are still beating, raping, trafficking, and killing women and children in staggering numbers all over 
the world. On the positive side, we keep fighting back, as feminists everywhere are joining the movement in rapidly growing num-
bers. This, I find heartening. 
 I have memories of my 20 years at Chester Creek House, the unique local lesbian housing cooperative that practically be-
came a women’s studies extension and women’s center. We organized numerous community events in that beautiful Victorian-
style old home: monthly intergenerational potluck luncheons, extended family dinners, community events with WS keynote speak-
ers, annual solstice gatherings, all the WS classes and graduation parties, wild women’s poker nights, book group nights, movie 
nights, poetry nights, the many guests, the house tours… and of course the many housemates we saw coming and going. 
Goodbye Twin-Ports communities of resistance! I have come to respect your union culture as well as the vibrant grassroots femi-
nist, queer, social justice, peace, anti-racism, and anti-poverty groups I joined. I remember participating in the community teach-in 
organized by “faculty against the war in Iraq”  in 2003, and all those solidarity marches and demonstrations on the steps of City Hall, 
be it against militarism, poverty, homelessness, or actions in solidarity with Cuba and Palestine. Solidarity! 
 In 1987, before I sent my application to the UMD WS search committee, I had to look up Duluth on the map as I had nev-
er heard of it before. While it is true that I probably would have gone anywhere for a job in a WS department, Duluth proved to be 
an extra bonus. If initially, and arrogantly, I held the notion that the best part about Duluth was the Twin Cities, I soon came to 
realize that I was wrong. I have come to love Duluth and would not have wanted to live and work anywhere else in the USA. 
 Now part of the Anthropology, Sociology, & Criminology Department, I am confident that the WGSS program will con-
tinue to deliver and grow, under the capable and passionate leadership of Njoki Kamau, Chloe Diamond-Lenow, Andrea Sande, the 
Women’s Studies Advisory Board and student activists. Best of luck, and be well my friends! I shall miss you. 
 

With love, Tineke #savewgss. 

Tineke Ritmeester 



Welcome to Chloe Diamond Lenow! 
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The Program is excited to have Chloe Diamond-Lenow with us this year as an Assis-
tant Professor. Chloe brings with her a passion for social justice, an excitement for 
critical thinking, a love of pop culture and investment in growing queer, feminist 
and anti-racist futures.  She specializes in LGBTQ studies, queer theory, feminist 
theory, transnational sexuality studies, critical popular culture studies and animal 
studies.  She is deeply committed to Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies as a 
discipline—the focus of her Bachelor’s, Master’s and PhD. Chloe has received mul-
tiple awards for her research and teaching, including the UCSB Resource Center for 
Sexual and Gender Diversity’s 2015-2016 Outstanding LBTQ Graduate Student 
Mentor Award and the 2015-2016 UCSB  Outstanding Teaching Associate Award.  
She is excited to bring her interest in social justice, pop culture and queer resistance 
to her teaching and research at UMD. 
 

Chloe is teaching a variety of core and elective classes for our Program. This Spring, 
she will be teaching Introduction to Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies; 
Transnational Feminisms; Queer Media; and a Special Topics class, Sex, Love and 
Romance, which explores sex, love, romance, desire and intimate relationships 
from intersectional, transnational, and historical perspectives.  The class will cover, 
for example, slut-shaming; hookup culture; online dating; the state regulation of 

sexuality and love; sex work in transnational contexts; sex tourism; the transnational circulation of LGBTQ identities; global mar-
riage politics; and transgender identities and intimate lives. 
 

Chloe’s current project, “Boundary Affects: Race, Sex and Species in US Militarism,” brings animal studies together with feminist, 
queer and critical race theory to consider how dogs are used to negotiate boundaries of nation, sex, species, economies of violence, 
and imaginations of domesticity and home in discourses surrounding US wars in Iraq and Afghanistan from 2001-2016.  Her work 
has been featured in Humanimalia: A Journal of Human-Animal Interface Studies.  She will present two papers based on her research at 
this year’s National Women’s Studies Association: “‘Ain’t I a Woman’:  A Black Feminist Posthumanist Analysis of ‘Say Her Name’ 
and ‘Je Suis Chien,’” and “Orange-Washing Queer Loss: Trump’s Homonationalism.” 
 

Outside (and inside!) of the office and classroom, Chloe enjoys doing yoga, playing with dogs, cuddling with her kitten and watching 
reality television (always with a queer optic). She is excited to bring her passion for social justice, her love of critical thinking and 
pop culture, and deep investment in Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies to UMD. 
 

WGSS Student act as Coordinators for Witness for Peace 

Caiti Marks and Tasha Tart, both WGSS majors, travelled to Honduras last summer with Witness For Peace. Their time there 
was spent focused on nonviolent resistance. As young activists, they were inspired and motivated by the young leaders they met 
and the work they are doing to create social change in their communities. They were so inspired, they decided to organize their 
own delegation to Honduras with a focus on youth leadership and activism. They are working hard to raise funding, educate, and 
inspire others to join them on this journey.  
 

Caiti is a senior at UMD preparing to graduate in December. She is a double major in WGSS and Philosophy and she spends 
much of her time out in the community working for social justice. She is inspired and moved by solidarity across borders. 
Tasha is also a senior double majoring in WGSS and Cell & Molecular Biology. She is active both on and off campus with groups 
focused on social justice and community housing rights. She hopes to go on to become an MD working with economically under-
privileged women. 
 

If you are interested in learning more or signing up to take this amazing trip, you can contact Caiti Marks at 
marks081@d.umn.edu or Tasha Tart at tartx010@d.umn.edu. 



THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING UMD’S WOMEN, GENDER, & SEXUALITY STUDIES PROGRAM 
 

I/We would like to make a gift to WGSS/LGBTQ: $__________   

Name: _______________________________________________________     Email: _______________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________                               

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________     Phone:_________________        

__ My/our employer will match this gift. Enclosed is the company’s matching  gift  form.          

Payment Options:  __ Check enclosed (Payable to UMD)     
Credit Card: __ Visa   __  American Express  __ MasterCard  __ Discover Card   

Account # _________________________  Exp. Date: ____________ 

Name on Card: ___________________________________________ 

Signature: _______________________________________________                               UM18DLAWGSSA   

 
Gifts to UMD/WGSS are tax deductible. 

Mail pledge form to:CLA Development Office, Bohannon Hall 116, 1201 Ordean Court, Duluth, MN 55812 
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DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The University of Minnesota Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization soliciting tax-deductible private contributions for the University of Minneso-
ta. Financial and other information about University of Minnesota Foundation’s purpose, programs and activities can be obtained by contacting the Chief 

Financial Officer at 200 Oak Street SE, Suite 500, Minneapolis, MN 55455 (612) 624-3333, or for residents of the following states, as stated below.  Maryland: For 
the cost of postage and copying, from the Secretary of State.  Michigan: MICS No. 50198.  New Jersey: INFORMATION FILED WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERN-
ING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT 
WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973) 504-

6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/charities.  New York: Upon request, from the Attorney General Charities Bureau, 
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.   Pennsylvania: The official registration and financial information of University of Minnesota Foundation may be obtained from the Pennsyl-
vania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  Virginia: From the State Office of Consumer Affairs in the Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Affairs, P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218.  Washington: From the Secretary of State at 1-800-332-4483. The registration required by the state charitable solicitation act is 
on file with the Secretary of State’s office. West Virginia: West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents from the Secretary of State, State 

Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305.   CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE 
LAW.  REGISTRATION IN A STATE DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA FOUNDA-

TION BY THE STATE.  

Pictured above: Student Coordinators for the trip to Honduras. 

https://www.dms.umn.edu/pls/app/APPEAL_CODE_MAINT.paint_results?external_call=N&flag_wf=N&id_appeal=&code_appeal_campaign=&code_appeal_fy=&code_appeal_drive=&appeal_audience=&code_clg=&nbr_fund=5783&flag_active=#
tel:%28612%29%20624-3333
tel:%28973%29%20504-6215
tel:%28973%29%20504-6215
http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/charities
tel:%28800%29%20732-0999
tel:%28800%29%20332-4483
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