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Torchlight is a companion publication of the Torch for alumni and friends of UMN Crookston. 
 

The torch is a symbol of enlightenment used in faith, in the Olympics, and as part of our nation’s 
Statue of Liberty. It's a sentiment our campus has used as a way of passing the responsibility and 

pride of our beloved institution to the next generation. Specifically, the torch has been passed to each 
class during commencement since 1968, illuminating the quality of education as well as the 

educational philosophy of the University of Minnesota. 
Learn more about this long treasured tradition. 

 
 
 

Greetings from the University of Minnesota Crookston 
 
Your University and Alumni Relations team is thrilled to bring you a new, refreshed alumni and friends 
e-newsletter - Torchlight.  Our hope is this publication will complement our bi-annual Torch magazine. Much 
like a bonfire, we hope Torchlight becomes a gathering of sorts, your seat around the circle, to keep tabs on 
your University, classmates, and friends more regularly.  We hope you’ll participate and shed some light on 



your story. Share personal photos of yesteryear, updates on jobs and family, and provide insights to recent 
moves and grooves along your journey since your time at UMN Crookston or the Northwest School of 
Agriculture. 
 
It’s my privilege to take this opportunity to say we are so very proud of our three distinct eras of alumni: 
Northwest School of Agriculture - Aggies (1906-1968), University of Minnesota Technical Institute – Trojans 
(1966-1995), University of Minnesota Crookston – Golden Eagles (1995-present). 
 
Our legacy lives in our alumni.  After more than 115 years of maroon and gold pride and tradition, your 
footprint is still here. Your stories from the past and present, and those describing successes, aspirations, 
adversity, or recovery keep the torchlight of this University burning. You invigorate faculty and staff to continue 
the work they do to educate the workforce of tomorrow because you have proven over and over that education 
matters - the work they do matters.  You inspire today’s generation to forge ahead, to do impactful things, and 
to leave their own positive footprint in the physical or virtual halls of this campus, because yours were the 
footsteps to follow - a strong and steady legacy leading the way.  
 
You are remembered, appreciated, and celebrated. Thank you for your unwavering commitment and 
allegiance to the University of Minnesota Crookston. 
 
Now, without further ado, please enjoy our first issue of Torchlight. Don’t be shy. Reach out to us with feedback 
and suggestions. Join us on campus or online when you can. Proudly lift up and celebrate this place we all 
share. 
 
With warmest regards, 

 
Brandy (Lietz) Chaffee 2000, Director and Chief Development Officer 
University and Alumni Relations 
 
#UMNproud #WingsUp #IAmCrookston 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Experiential learning 

prepared him for success 
in his current career as a 
technical sales manager. 

 

Richard and DeAndra (O'Connell) 
Navrátil on their wedding day. 

 Richard Navrátil, Technical Sales 
Manager for United Grinding North 

America, Inc. 

 

Richard Navrátil 2014 and 2015 
Sport and Recreation Management and Management 
 
Richard Navrátil is part of a proud Golden Eagle tradition.  As a student-athlete, he contributed to the 
excitement of our athletics program and excellence of our student body. His story begins in the Czech Republic 
though he came to the United States as an exchange student in Halstad, Minn. He shared his journey from 
then to now, which is full of friendships and adventures. 
 
Navrátil continues to add to his story, and it’s stories like his that bring our campus the richness of diversity and 
connections that can impact lives forever. 
 
When he describes the impact UMN Crookston had on his life, the value of being a student-athlete shines 
through, “At Crookston, I really learned how to balance my studies, work, and intercollegiate baseball, which 
taught me the true value of hard work and finding a way to get things done.” During his junior year he held 
three jobs, tackled 21 credits in the classroom, and committed to baseball workouts. “Although sleep and rest 
were rare, thanks to caffeine becoming my best friend, it truly set me up for success later on. It allowed me to 
get through school loan-free, taught me valuable job skills, and a lesson in how to manage one's time. I 
wouldn't be able to do that without UMC, the jobs I was able to get, and help from professors and staff there.” 
 
Navrátil enjoyed his time at UMN Crookston and found high value in the academic offerings which provided the 
background and knowledge for him to seek a Master of Business Administration (MBA) following graduation. 
He states, “The smaller number of students per instructor/faculty member helped ensure each student had an 
opportunity to connect with their professors and advisers one-on-one.” Experiential learning prepared him for 
success in his current career as a technical sales manager, “Meaningful internships and job experience during 
the course of my studies was extremely important for me to learn to manage my time properly as well as to 
prove to future employers I can perform under pressure.” 
After leaving UMN Crookston, he enrolled in the MBA program at Columbus State University in Columbus, Ga., 
and worked as a graduate assistant in multiple departments. “I've landed a great opportunity with United 



Grinding North America, a computerized numerical control grinding machine manufacturer. I moved near 
Cincinnati and Dayton, Ohio and started my current position in June 2017.” 
 
“I was lucky to have been selected to lead a Black Belt project and obtain Lean Six Sigma certifications just 
one year into my new role. My success with this project then elevated me within two years into a manager 
position responsible for project management and inside sales departments. My responsibilities include taking 
care of the entire sales process from order intake, processing, project management, production-related 
support, all the way to delivery and invoicing.” 
 
Navrátil also reserves time to play. He feels most people probably know he is from the Czech Republic and 
has been in the United States for several years, however some may not know about his baseball history. “I had 
the honor of representing my home country on the Czech National team a few times in Europe and in the 
World Championship in Canada prior to my enrollment at UMC. Currently, I continue to play baseball (albeit at 
an amateur level) as I don't want to break my 22+ year streak of playing baseball.” 
 
When asked about those who were special to him at UMN Crookston, Navrátil was clear on his priorities, “The 
number one person from UMC who should be mentioned is my wife, UMC alumna DeAndra (O’Connell) 
Navrátil, class of 2014. We were married just outside of Prague in a historic castle in 2017. Since then we have 
been an inseparable team, moving across the country multiple times until settling with jobs in Ohio.” 
 
Speaking to current students on success, Navrátil would recommend trying to get as much work experience 
during school as possible. It may seem like a tough sacrifice to make at the time, but it will set you up for 
success down the road and give you a broad spectrum of experience to build on professionally. 
 
Written by Nan Thurston 2015 - Online Student Services Professional on Thursday, June 18, 2020 
 
 

 

 

 
“Seek mentorship from 

those who have 
expertise. Get a life 

coach. We don’t know 
everything and you can 

learn a lot about life from 
people.” 

 
-Luther Huggins  

Luther Huggins, Jessica Edison 
(daughter), Lucy Orozco-Huggins 
1984, and Kenneth Huggins (son) 

 Dan Svedarsky presents Huggins a 
plaque during his induction into the 

Athletic Hall of Fame in 2011 

 
 



Luther Huggins 1984 
General Studies 
 
Luther Huggins, a football player for the Trojans in 1983 and 1984, heard about UMN Crookston through his 
friends and was excited about an opportunity to play collegiate football. Huggins, being a top performer for the 
Trojans, was inducted into the UMN Crookston Athletic Hall of Fame in 2011 after compiling accolades such as 
All-Conference, All-Region, and Offensive Player of the Year. 
 
He considered the campus an open and compassionate space. He felt comfortable and accepted by the 
people there -- so much so, he stayed on campus during holidays. Huggins would like to thank retired 
professor, Dan Svedarsky, for being his father away from home. Their friendship began when Svedarsky 
reached out to Huggins to help train his son in football, as Huggins was a high-performing athlete. Though he 
didn’t have Huggins in class, Svedarsky took Huggins under his wing and treated him like his own son. 
 
While in Crookston, Huggins met his wife, Lucy. The couple currently reside in Frisco, Texas and are owners of 
several businesses including L & L Huggins Real Estate Investments Inc., and Save One Pay One, where they 
pay cash for houses from homeowners facing foreclosure, bankruptcy, and other financial hardships. His son, 
Kenneth, owns a real estate brokerage, Huggins Realty, which he helps manage. 
 
In his free time, Huggins loves to golf and spend time with his family. He mentioned the NCAA Division I 
Football Championship is held at Toyota Stadium in Frisco, Texas, which he and some of his former 
teammates and roommates will attend and take the opportunity to reconnect. 
 
To the students at UMN Crookston, Huggins encourages them to stay focused, commit to their dreams, and 
stay true to themselves. He also states, “Seek mentorship from those who have expertise. Get a life coach. We 
don’t know everything and you can learn a lot about life from people.” 
 
Written by Lauren Wallace - Senior majoring in Marketing and Sport and Recreation Management on Thursday, June 18, 2020 
 
 

 

 

 
“The footprint you create 
at UMN Crookston will 
guide the footprints you 

leave behind as you 
journey through life. 

Make the most of your 
experience here.” 

  
- Willie Huot  

Chancellor Mary Holz-Clause 
and Willie Huot 

 Willie Huot received the Top Aggie 
Award from the NWSA in 2013 



Willie Huot 1963 
Northwest School of Agriculture 
 
Willie Huot grew up near Crookston, Minn., and graduated from the Northwest School of Agriculture (NWSA) in 
1963. Looking back on his time here, he stated, “My experience at NWSA was a great springboard for the rest 
of my life.” Huot says Crookston gave him the confidence to go on to new adventures, explore life, take risks, 
and accept responsibility for his own actions. It showed him that education is a lifelong process which he has 
learned to appreciate. 
 
Huot has always been driven by his passion for people. When he arrived on campus, he was shy and 
everything felt new. It was big in his eyes, but he always felt safe. As time went on, he began noticing how 
involved the faculty were. They went beyond the classroom and helped shape student lives, including his own, 
by investing in them and helping with school clubs and athletics. Huot played football and served as co-captain 
of the wrestling team his senior year. He joined cross country his sophomore year and quickly learned it wasn’t 
his thing. 
 
After his time at the NWSA, Huot went to trade school to learn welding. He graduated from the University of 
Minnesota with a bachelor’s degree in forestry in 1972. He was in the Peace Corps from 1972 to 1975, 
spending his time in Morocco. This was an incredible experience that opened his eyes to a lot of things and 
instilled a love for travel. He spent a year traveling around the globe, visiting 23 different countries. His favorite 
place to visit was Nepal because of the beautiful people and breathtaking scenery. There were about 140 miles 
of road in the country at that time, which meant he did a lot of backpacking. He met amazing people and heard 
their stories. After this, he knew he wanted to work with people and decided to get his master’s degree in adult 
education from the University of Minnesota in 1977. He spent 40 years in cooperative extension services, 15 
years in Montana and 25 years in North Dakota. Huot retired in 2016 and quickly became restless and began a 
new job. 
 
Today he is a shuttle driver for the disabled and elderly citizens in Grand Forks, N.D., serves on the board for 
the International Crop Expo, and is the NWSA Alumni Board president. He enjoys the connection to the school 
and learning how it has shaped the lives of those who attended. He is a grandfather of nine, great-grandfather 
of two, and loves spending time at Maple Lake with his family and friends. Additionally, he goes back to 
Montana every year to go downhill skiing and visit the mountains. 
 
Huot would like to give a shout out to his classmates of 1963. “I hope you’re all enjoying retirement. Try to 
attend reunions if possible. It’s a great way to reunite, connect, and share stories. They’re like a family 
reunion.” Huot also urges people to consider contributing to the NWSA Heritage & Preservation Fund in order 
to preserve the history of the Aggies as time goes on. He believes the experience students have on campus 
today could be greatly enriched by providing opportunities to learn about the Northwest School of Agriculture. 
He hopes students will develop an appreciation for the way the NWSA shaped the lives of students from that 
era and how it evolved into the premier university it is today. To incoming students, Huot says, “The footprint 
you create at UMN Crookston will guide the footprints you leave behind as you journey through life. Make the 
most of your experience here.” 
 
Written by Lauren Wallace - Senior majoring in Marketing and Sport and Recreation Management on Thursday, June 18, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

Lauren Wallace, senior 
Golden Eagle volleyball 

Lauren Wallace Lauren Wallace (left) 
and Callie Schapekahm 2019 

 

Lauren Wallace 
Marketing and Sport and Recreation Management 
 
Lauren Wallace is a senior, double majoring in marketing and sport and recreation management. She is on the 
volleyball team, a member of the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC), a student representative for the 
Campus Advancement Advisory Board (CAAB), works in the Wellness Center, and as a student assistant for 
the University and Alumni Relations office. Additionally, Wallace often collaborates with Ken Mendez in the 
mailroom, completing many projects including the Roots of the Red River Valley gallery, theatrical plays, and 
bringing speakers to campus. 
 
Her favorite thing about UMN Crookston is the people. Right from the start, a current student encouraged her 
to join a club on campus. One act of involvement started a ripple effect, leading her to a new network of 
people. From there, she met Ken Mendez, who has become a huge supporter of hers and provides many 
opportunities for event planning and marketing. He introduced her to stakeholders on campus such as Kevin 
Thompson, Ph.D., Unit Head, Business and Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Departments, Brandy 
Chaffee, Director, University and Alumni Relations, and a few others who have provided her with more 
experience. As she enters her fourth year, she has no doubt UMN Crookston will continue to stimulate her 
growth through hands-on experiences. The strong, close-knit community of faculty and staff have worked in a 
cohesive way to make this possible. 
 
As she expressed her favorite college memories so far, three categories come to mind. First, there are the 
obvious exciting memories like the volleyball team’s trip to Costa Rica, her guest star appearance on a local 
radio station, and participating in on-campus events like Trunk or Treat and the Amazing Race. Second, there 
are the infamous memories such as early morning conditioning, pool workouts, walking to Brown Dining Hall in 
a huge snowstorm, hearing about her roommate’s most recent parking ticket, getting a noise complaint in the 
dorms, and everything else that comes with the drama of college life. However, some of her favorite memories 
are the more ‘mundane’ moments -- smaller things like watching a docuseries and late night chats with her 
roomies, getting chippers from Widman’s, studying in the Eagle’s Nest, “half-off” stops at Caribou, and 
frequenting a coffee shop in Grand Forks, N.D. 



Wallace continues to fully embrace her time at UMN Crookston, whether it be through engaging with the 
community or making memories that will last a lifetime. She would like to extend a huge thank you to all of the 
welcoming staff and faculty at UMN Crookston who have contributed greatly to her positive experience. She is 
excited to see what the time remaining on campus has in store. 
 
Written by Lauren Wallace on Thursday, June 18, 2020 
 
 

 
 
A determined competitor, UMN Crookston boasted several stand-out team and individual accomplishments 
during the 2019-20 season. A few highlights include: 
 

Record Setting Year in the Classroom 
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston athletic teams continue to make strides on and off their respective 
fields. In fact, the Golden Eagles had a record setting year in the classroom with 86 student-athletes earning 
UMN Crookston All-Academic honors. Many sports posted their best-ever team GPAs during the 2019-20 
season, while 38 student-athletes were named to the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) 
All-Academic Team of Excellence with GPAs exceeding 3.6. 

● Minnesota Crookston has 28 Student-Athletes Named to 2020 NSIC Spring All-Academic Team 
● Minnesota Crookston has 12 Student-Athletes Named to 2019-20 NSIC Winter All-Academic Team 

 

Men's Basketball 

● Men's basketball had their best three-year stretch of the era as they have posted 38 wins. 
● Harrison Cleary, from Oak Creek, Wis. who graduated in May with a degree in Sport and Recreation 

Management, set the NSIC all-time scoring mark in men’s basketball. He ended his career 16th all-time 
scoring in NCAA Division II history, three-time All-NSIC pick, and a D2CCA All-America Third Team 
pick. Cleary is also the program's first-ever player to earn All-America honors on the court and in the 
classroom - named CoSIDA Academic All-America Second Team. He has since signed with an agent 
and is pursuing a basketball career overseas. 

Equestrian 

● Equestrian team member, Kayley Melton, a sophomore from Yuma, Ariz. majoring in Agricultural 
Business earned the Cacchione Cap, as the top open fences and flat rider in the region. 

● The hunt seat equestrian team claimed a regional championship for the second-straight season. The 
Western team also had a great season, qualifying four riders for the Intercollegiate Horse Show 
Association (IHSA) Semi Finals. 

● In 2020-21, the equestrian teams will compete in the National Collegiate Equestrian Association 
(NCEA) and will maintain membership in the IHSA. 

Trap Shooting 

https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2020/4/21/baseball-minnesota-crookston-has-28-student-athletes-named-to-2020-nsic-spring-all-academic-team.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2020/3/19/mens-basketball-minnesota-crookston-has-12-student-athletes-named-to-2019-20-nsic-winter-all-academic-team.aspx
https://z.umn.edu/5mjd
https://z.umn.edu/5mjd
https://z.umn.edu/5mjd
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/equestrianhunt/roster/kayley-melton/3312
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/equestrianhunt/roster/kayley-melton/3312
https://z.umn.edu/5mjc
https://z.umn.edu/5mjc


● The trap shooting program made an instant impact in their first season finishing second in the USA 
College Clay Target League. 

Men's Hockey 

● UMN Crookston announced the return of men's hockey in 2020-21. The Golden Eagles will compete in 
American Collegiate Hockey Association (ACHA) Division II and will be led by junior hockey coaching 
legend, Steve Johnson. 

Facility Upgrades 

● Lysaker Gymnasium received a significant refresh within the past 12 months. New maroon and gold 
bleachers, along with a quality sound system, Keemotion live stream and instant replay system, and a 
beautifully refinished floor are all part of a fundraising effort to renew Lysaker Gymnasium, a facility 
which opened in 1981.  Next up, as continued donor support makes it possible, we will add portable 
basketball hoops, a digital screen and media table, providing a high-tech fan and player experience. 

● In recent years, due to generous alumni and community partners, a team room with a press box and 
new bleachers were added to the baseball facility, and the renovation of one racquetball court in the 
Sports Center allowed for a state-of-the-art men’s and women’s golf indoor practice facility.  The 
women’s soccer field will also see a new scoreboard and new camera system, slated for the 2020 
season.  

 

 
1993-94 

NJCAA National Championship hockey team  

Throwback 
 
We are thrilled to welcome back hockey in 2020-21 
and decided it was a good time to throw it back to 
our 1993-94 NJCAA National Championship 
hockey squad. The Trojans were coached by Scott 
Oliver and went 26-0-1 on the season, defeating Erie 
Community College, Hibbing Community College, 
and NDSU Bottineau for the second-straight national 
title. They outscored their opponents 36 to 5 in the 
round-robin NJCAA tournament to win the title. 
Nathan Pitt, Bill Trew, Jeff Malawski, and Ken Essay 
were all named NJCAA All-Americans after great 
seasons for the Trojans.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://z.umn.edu/5mjb
https://z.umn.edu/5mjb
https://z.umn.edu/5mja
https://z.umn.edu/5mja
https://z.umn.edu/5mja
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/2013/8/30/GEN_0830133932.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/2013/8/30/BB_0830135913.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/2013/8/30/BB_0830135913.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/2013/8/30/BB_0830135913.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/2019/7/17/indoor-golf-facility.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/2019/7/17/indoor-golf-facility.aspx


 

 

 
"...the high level of 
excitement and the 

opportunistic mindset the 
students bring to campus 
every day is contagious." 

 
- Stacey Grunewald 

 

Stacey Grunewald, RN 
Student Health Services 

Coordinator 

 Stacey Grunewald and Rose Ulseth 
participate in the photo booth during 

Homecoming 

 

Stacey Grunewald, R.N. 
Student Health Services Coordinator 
 
Stacey Grunewald graduated from the University of North Dakota in 1987 with a bachelor of science degree in 
nursing (BSN). Many of you may remember her positive attitude, smiling face, and the genuine care she has 
for students at UMN Crookston.  She has been the Nursing Professional RN on campus for 25 years. 
 
When this position opened, she was employed in acute care at RiverView Health in Crookston. The full-time 
day job aspect of this position was appealing from a nurse’s perspective. She is grateful for that part of her job 
but has come to love one thing even more: the students. Nurse Stacey, as she’s commonly referred to, says 
the most rewarding part of her job is watching the growth and transformation of students as they progress 
through their academic career at UMN Crookston. She states, “the high level of excitement and the 
opportunistic mindset the students bring to campus every day is contagious,” which she says enhances her 
own level of positivity and excitement to be at work 
 
Grunewald has many fond memories of students who have graduated from UMN Crookston. Although it can be 
sad to watch students graduate knowing they won’t be returning to campus in the fall, one of her favorite things 
is to read about former students and see what they’ve accomplished. “It’s always exciting to see what they’re 
up to, whether they’re going on a new adventure, starting a family, moving somewhere, or starting a new job,” 
Grunewald stated, while sharing she finds a lot of these updates through the Torch and stays connected on 
Facebook. 
 
One of the students she mentioned was Brandy Chaffee 2000. That’s right, the chief development officer and 
director of University and Alumni Relations! Nurse Stacey was in the early stages of her career while Brandy 
was a student at UMN Crookston. She mentioned how fun it is to see Brandy back on campus, fulfilling her 
role, and continuing to make UMN Crookston a great place to be. 
 



Grunewald loves living in a small town and her favorite restaurant in Crookston is the Irishman’s Shanty, 
owned by UMN Crookston alum, Paul Gregg 1977. When looking back on old traditions, she enjoyed campus 
holiday and spring fling events, being part of the UMC Women’s Association, and  -- she also has quite a few 
funny student stories, but as a nurse she was compelled not to share. We can respect that, Stacey! She also 
enjoys the holiday potlucks with her friends in Student Affairs as well as coffee on Fridays. Most of all, Nurse 
Stacey loves working with students and thrives on the refreshing perspective young people continue to bring 
into the workplace. 
 
Written by Lauren Wallace - Senior majoring in Marketing and Sport and Recreation Management on Thursday, June 18, 2020 
 
 

 
 
This section will feature news from one of our four academic departments along with links to updates/letters 
written especially for you by the department chairs. The University of Minnesota Crookston has two primary 
academic units, encompassing four departments. Depending on when you graduated from the campus, the 
names or descriptions of these academic areas may have changed. To help understand the structure of our 
departments and degree programs more clearly, we’ve attached a link to an Enrollment Management 
(Admissions) recruitment flyer, which includes a listing of degree programs and informative tips describing who 
we are as a campus today.  
 
 

 

FEATURE 
Business Department Accreditation  
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston’s Business Department recently 
received the Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs 
(ACBSP) official accreditation. UMN Crookston is now one of the 1,200 
member campuses across the country and the world. In addition to attaining 
regular accreditation for the eight business degree programs, the university 
also received separate accreditation for the Accounting degree program, which 
makes UMN Crookston one of only two universities in the state of Minnesota 
with this separate accreditation.  
 
Kevin Thompson, Associate Professor and Unit Head for the Business and 
Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education Departments, recognized the 
great achievement of receiving the ACBSP accreditation, “Our department and 
campus have always had a strong focus on quality and continuous 
improvement to benefit our students, in preparing them for their future careers. 
Being a part of ACBSP will bolster those efforts and bring us to a new level of 
teaching and learning excellence. With access to all that ACBSP has to offer in 
regards to resources, best practices, and member colleagues in which to 
connect with, we are excited about the years ahead and what we’ll be able to 
achieve.” 

 
 

https://issuu.com/umcrookston/docs/digital_copy_of_travel_piece_spread_a14fc6c4b6fa3e
https://issuu.com/umcrookston/docs/digital_copy_of_travel_piece_spread_a14fc6c4b6fa3e


ADDITIONAL DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

● Business 
● Math, Science, and Technology 
● Agriculture and Natural Resources 
● Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education (formerly Liberal Arts and Education) 

 

 

1. How many countries are currently represented at UMN Crookston? 

● 6 
● 12 
● 29 
● 22 

2. What was the second level of Kiehle Building used for prior to being an auditorium?  

● Classroom 
● Gymnasium 
● Laboratory 
● Agricultural Museum 

3. When was UMN Crookston accepted into the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) for Division II 
athletics? 

● 1967 
● 1985 
● 1999 
● 2004 

** Answers at the bottom of the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   

1968 
Passing the Torch of Education 

2002              2009 2019 
Tradition of passing the Torch at 

commencement continues 

 
The Torch 
 
The name Torch holds significant meaning with three different torches playing a role in the history of the 
campus. The original “torch of education” was passed between the Northwest School of Agriculture (NWSA) 
and the University of Minnesota Technical Institute during the final commencement exercises for graduates of 
the NWSA in 1968 as shown in the photo above left.  NWSA representative David Bohnsack passes the torch 
to Technical Institute student, Ron Tobkin, as Director Stanley Sahlstrom looks on. This torch is on display in 
the Alumni Room in Kiehle Building. 
 
In 2002, regional artist David Badman, designed and handcrafted a new academic torch as a gift to the 
campus in recognition of its new academic mission as a baccalaureate university. This torch has been present 
at all commencement ceremonies and other special campus events since that time. In 2009, a new Century 
Torch was created to commemorate the 100th anniversary of graduation ceremonies on the Crookston 
campus. Inscribed on the handle of this torch are the five core values of the UMN Crookston: Integrity, 
Excellence, Diversity, Innovation, and Learner Centeredness. During the commencement ceremony, the 
Century Torch is passed to the incoming president of the Crookston Student Association (CSA), maintaining 
the tradition that began in 1968 and acknowledging the history of the campus from its roots of the NWSA to the 
present. 
 
Throughout these changes one thing remains the same, the campus carries on the proud legacy of three 
institutions—all a part of the University of Minnesota and its land grant mission. 
 
 



 

  

Then: Aviation student, Karl Syverson, on his first day 
of flight school. 

Now: Karl Syverson flying B737 to Jamaica for Sun 
Country Airlines  

 

Karl Syverson 2011 
Business Management, emphases Management and Business Aviation 
 
Immediately following graduation in 2011 with a bachelor’s degree in business management with emphases in 
management and business aviation, Syverson taught at UMN Crookston in the aviation program before moving 
on to a two-year teaching appointment with the University of North Dakota Aerospace program. 
 
Syverson later moved to North Carolina, working for a small aviation company based in Charlotte and was 
given an opportunity to start his own aviation company with one of his clients as an investor/partner. For three 
years he built and expanded the operation into a successful executive flight training, aircraft management, 
sales and charter service specializing in serving NASCAR drivers/team owners, local business executives, and 
politicians. In a decision to make a change, Syverson acquired a position flying for the airlines, first for 
Compass Airlines based in Los Angeles, Calif., and most recently for Sun Country Airlines. Syverson travels all 
over the world and has been to 20 countries and counting, flying a Boeing 737. 
 
Written by Angelika Huglen on Thursday, June 18, 2020 
 

 
 

We want to feature your Then & Now 
 
If you have then and now photos to share from your Crookston days and today, please send them our way. We 
may feature you in one of our upcoming newsletters! Submit using the form link below. 
 
Submit your Then & Now photos 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEvJMieJtb4IuiHEnnXKu5me5XiSa%20171odVORWvBPsLLd3vw/viewform


 

We want to hear from you 
 
Submit your contact information using the form link below so we have the most updated email addresses for 
our alumni and donors. 
 
Submit your updated information 
 
 
 

 

   

First Day of Classes 
 

August 25, 2020 
UMN Crookston 

UMC Teambacker Golf Classic 
presented by 

Altru Health System 
 

August 28, 2020 
Minakwa Golf Course 

 

Homecoming 2020 
 

November 6-8, 2020 
(Tentative) 

>>> All UMN Crookston Events <<< 
 

 
 

Check out our social media accounts! 
 

       
 
Answers to Trivia: #1 - 29, #2 - Gymnasium, #3 - 1999 

http://docs.google.com/a/umn.edu/forms/d/1AJ4_l2i4G9hJ4EUWjrZHVXPD800AWOSvAuwxvOXEjL8/viewform
https://events.crk.umn.edu/event/first_day_of_classes_3446#.XvTicGhKiUl
https://events.crk.umn.edu/event/teambacker_golf_classic#.XvTj9mhKiUk
https://events.crk.umn.edu/event/homecoming_2020#.XvTkCmhKiUk
https://events.crk.umn.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/umncrookston
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=21159
https://twitter.com/umncrookston
https://www.youtube.com/user/UofMCrookston
https://www.tiktok.com/@umncrookston
https://instagram.com/umncrookston/
https://z.umn.edu/crookstonflickr


 

 

Agriculture & Natural Resources Department
 

June  2020 

 

Greetings from the Agriculture & Natural Resources Department, 

We hope you and your family are well and adjusting to the “new normal.” It was challenging for us to adapt to online 
teaching and learning for the final six weeks of the semester. We pride ourselves on providing hands-on learning 
experiences to our students and met this challenge head on by being innovative in our online delivery of courses and 
labs.  

Even though some events were cancelled due to COVID-19, most notably NACTA, many of our students, faculty, and 
staff have been recognized for their achievements this year.  

▪ Congratulations to all Agriculture & Natural Resources recent graduates!  
▪ HailtoThee2020 #UMNproud https://twitter.com/UMNMorris/status/1261696326758207488  
▪ Agriculture & Natural Resources Activities Day (ANRAD) celebrated its 50th anniversary with over 1,000 

students from 45 schools competing in 16 contests. 
▪ Ag-Arama celebrated its 45th anniversary and was dedicated to retiring professor Lyle Westrom, Ph.D.  The 

True Grit Award was presented to Emma Bliss, senior, majoring in animal science. Paul Hendrickx, an 
agriculture education major, was crowned king and Lydia Hansen, an animal science and agricultural 
business major, was crowned queen. The prince and princess were Samuel McGregor, a natural resources 
law enforcement major and Veronica Schwartz, an agricultural education major. The winner of the alumni 
round robin was returning victor, Samantha Lahman 2012, UMN Extension Educator. 

▪ The new equine business management major was approved by the Board of Regents.  
▪ Rotary Students of the Month included: Raelynn Wildman, senior, animal science pre-vet (September); 

Eleora DeMuth, senior, agriculture education and communication (January); and Quincy Luedeke, senior, 
natural resources - ecological restoration (May) 

▪ Britton Fuglseth, agriculture education, served as the Minnesota FFA Association State Reporter. 
▪ Madelyn Drayna, agriculture business, was selected for the Ag Country Fellows Program.  
▪ Kennedy Resendiz 2018, animal science alumna, was selected to the Veterinary Research Scholars Program 

at the University of Missouri. 
▪ Many of our students were recognized during the UMN Crookston Virtual Student Awards Ceremony on 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/UMNCrookston). 
▪ Nicky (Demarais) Overgaard 1996 was awarded the Distinguished Teaching Award. 
▪ Leslie Lekatz, Ph.D., received the Outstanding Educator Award from Crookston Student Association. 
▪ Nate Purrington received the Most Supportive of Students Award from the Crookston Student Association. 
▪ Theresa (Sutton) Helgeson 1996 and Nicky (Demarais) Overgaard 1996 received the Region 1 FFA Honorary 

Degree. 
▪ Lyle Westrom, Ph.D., officially retired after 30 years of service. 
▪ Lindsey McNeill is off to West Texas A&M University to coach and work towards her Ph.D.  
▪ John Loegering, Ph.D., served as department chair this year and was recognized as a Fellow by The Wildlife 

Society. 
 

As we look forward to fall semester, our hope is to be back on campus doing what we do best, building relationships 
with students to last a lifetime and providing experiential learning opportunities that prepare our graduates for a 
sustainable career in their industry. As valued graduates of the Agriculture & Natural Resources Department, please let 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/HailtoThee2020?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/UMNproud?src=hash
https://twitter.com/UMNMorris/status/1261696326758207488
https://twitter.com/UMNCrookston


us know about your successes and accomplishments by emailing stroot@crk.umn.edu. We love to hear from our 
alumni and are so very proud of you all! 

Take care and stay safe, 

 

Kristina S. Walker, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor and Department Chair 
Agriculture & Natural Resources Department 
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Business Department
 

June 2020 
 
 
Greetings from the Business Department!  
 
I hope you and your loved ones are safe and healthy.  Although the “new normal” has been challenging, it has 
provided us opportunities to grow personally and professionally.  I hope you are able to glean at least one positive 
thing from the challenging times we are experiencing. 
 
Congratulations to the Class of 2020! Faculty and staff are looking forward to celebrating commencement with you in 
person as soon as possible and we’ll have a huge celebration when we can gather for the live version of 
commencement!  The virtual commencement was awesome, was well done, and is something graduates can enjoy 
again and again.  
 
The Business Department is excited to be accredited by the Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs 
(ACBSP).  The entire department worked hard over the past few years to accomplish this goal.  One of the great 
things about ACBSP accreditation is it is focused on continuous improvement.  We reached the goal of accreditation 
and will continue to review and assess each program to make sure the curriculum is topnotch for our students.  
 
Part of our review process includes updates from graduates throughout their lives.  Please keep us updated on 
how/what you are doing in industry, continuing education, or just to say “hello” to one of your favorite faculty or 
staff. We would love to hear from you! 
 
 
Kara Bowen, MBA 
Lecturer and Department Chair 
Business Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Math, Science & Technology Department
 

June 2020 

 

On behalf of the Math, Science & Technology Department at the University of Minnesota Crookston, we hope you and 
your family are safe in these trying times. We would love to hear from you about your studies, work, family, and 
wellbeing. Please drop a line to mukku002@umn.edu.  

Since you graduated, a number of changes have occurred on your campus. It goes without saying your hard work in 
the classrooms, laboratories, and in research labs contributed to the growth of your campus. Our students continue to 
be accepted into various professional programs around the country and abroad.  

Highlighted below are a few recent achievements by UMN Crookston faculty from the last couple of years. 

1. Dr. Anthony Schroeder, Assistant Professor of Biology, became the first ever faculty member from the Crookston 
campus to receive the prestigious McKnight Land Grant Professorship in 2020.  

2. Three of our students, Paige Pitlick, Nicole Mazour, and Paige Weakley were accepted into professional schools. 
(pending their approval to be included in the newsletter) 

3. Drs. Katy Chapman and Venu Mukku were elected to the Council on Undergraduate Research and will serve 
three year terms in the Biology and Chemistry divisions respectively.  

4. Dr. Venu Mukku hosted two Fulbright scholars, one each from Cameroon and Mali in 2019-2020.  
5. The Center for Collaborative Research was dedicated in August 2018 and is fully operational. 
6. The University of Minnesota Crookston is offering the following two new majors:  

a. Exercise Science and Wellness 
b. Medical Laboratory Science (in collaboration with University of North Dakota) 

7. Crookston has gone test optional. See Start your application at UMN Crookston! 
 

The Math, Science & Technology and Agricultural & Natural Resources Departments come under one administrative 
unit although each department continues to function as it did so far. All advisors are available (unless they retired) to 
be your cheerleaders as you progress in your life and career.  

With best wishes, 

 

Venu Mukku, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor and Department Chair 
Math, Science & Technology Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mukku002@umn.edu
https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/apply


 

 

Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education Department
 

June 2020 
 
 
Dear Alumni, 
 
One thing I like about the University of Minnesota Crookston is that each year shows evidence of 
continuous improvement – whether it’s a new building or something in a building; an academic program; or 
other student, faculty/staff related contribution. Improvements are continuously occurring at UMN 
Crookston, and our department and alumni are contributors to that progress. 
 
Our department and institution are in the process of completing the name change from Liberal Arts & 
Education to Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education (HSSE). This change reflects departmental growth. 
 
Majors in this department include applied studies, communication, criminal justice, early childhood 
education, elementary education, and English. Applied studies, communication, and English are offered 
both at the campus and online. Our department also shares two majors with the Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Department: agricultural communication and agricultural education. 
 
The University of Minnesota Board of Regents has approved offering our criminal justice program online, a 
new major in English education, and a new emphasis area in communication – social media. All of these will 
commence fall 2020. Let your family and friends know about these exciting new educational opportunities. 
Start your application at UMN Crookston! 
 
Our HSSE minors are communication, criminal justice, English, humanities, music, and writing. Students 
from all areas of the campus have been completing a minor in one or more of these areas to enrich their 
education. All of the courses within these minors are offered at the campus, and many are offered online. 
 
COVID-19 necessitated the shift from offering courses at the campus to offering all courses online. Because 
many courses in our HSSE department had already been offered online – with some offered online for 
many years – the shift to offering all courses online went relatively smoothly for the department. This was 
enabled by our technology infrastructure, talented and dedicated faculty and staff, and academic review 
processes. Our department is among the leaders at the campus in successful online delivery. 
 
We are proud to congratulate University of Minnesota Crookston spring 2020 student award recipients 
from our department: 
 
Communication 

Outstanding Communication Major -- Olivia Puttin 
Outstanding Communication Minor -- Jacqueline Burke 

 
English 

Outstanding Student -- Bailey Bradford 
Outstanding Online Student -- Adam Arrays 

 
Music and Theater 

Outstanding Student -- Bailey Bradford 

https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/apply


Outstanding Student -- Hannah Krueger 
Outstanding Student -- Christopher Lang 
Outstanding Student -- Quincy Luedeke 

 
Spring Essay Contest 

Morgan Ehnert, 3rd 
Tristan Robbins, 2nd 
Jennifer Marcus, 1st 

 
In closing, we always love hearing from you! Your time, presence, and influence here at UMN Crookston 
continues to resonate through our buildings, programs, and social spaces. 
 
Thank you for being with us back then, and thank you for being with us now and into the future! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mark E. Huglen, Ph.D. 
Professor and Department Chair 
Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education 


