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F I R S T  T E R M  CLOSES. 

Good Spirit Shown. 
The fall term o f  the Northwest 

School of Agr ic l ture  closed on Decem- 
ber 22 for the holiday vacation. The 
winter term will open on January 9 t h  
with prospects for a greatly increased 
attendance although it is not expected 
that last year’s high attendance rec- 
ord will be brokwn. Poor crop condi- 
tions will likely prevent the making of 
a new attendance record this year. 

The fall term was marked with a 
spirit of earnestness arid willingness 
to work on the  part of the students 
that has been commented on by  all 
who are  in close touch  with the school. 
Several important irnprovements have 
been inaugurated which will tend to 
make the work more practical and the 
results attained by the students of 
more value to rhem. The school enters 
upon the winter term with increased 
vigor of attack and an intensified pur- 
pose of the part of the  members of the 
faculty and students to make use of 
every moment each day, 

The students in attendance during 
the fall term came from the following 
counties listed in order of the number 
of students from each : Polk, Mar 
shall, Kittson, Roseau, Norman, Red 
Lake, Clay, Pennington, Clearwater 
Goodhue. (’ass, Kandiyohi, Wright 
Beltrami. Stearns, Hennepin, St. Louis 
and Otter Tail, wit h three students 
from North Dakota. 

PROSPECTS FOR T H E  SECOND 
S E M E S T E R .  

Advanced regristration and numerous 
letters of inquiry indicate tha t  there 
will be a great me rease in the enroll 
ment tor the second semester A large 
number of boys a n d  girls, who were 
unable to come during the fall, will 
begin the regular courses which a r e  sc 
arranged that this is possible without 
inconvenience or hardship to the s tud  
ents. The various short courses such 
as Gas Engineering, Blac ksmithing and 
Carpentry, Business English and As- 

nts, Livestock, and Field Crops for 
nd Dressmaking or girls con 
have a popular appeal to those 
e the desire lor training along 
ecial lines without the oppor 

take the f u l l  two or three 
rse These short course sub 

elves and can be finished in 
months Another short  course 

e added to t h e  list this year. I 
phasizes the business side of agri 

including suc h subjects as 
Bookkeeping and Business 

Spelling and Penmanship 
s English. Commercial and 
aw, and Farm Market ing 

planned to be complet e united 

”SCHOOL L I F E . ”  

Illustrated Booket Reviewed. 

During the last few years, the peo- 
ple of this section o f  the s ta te  have 
earned to know the Northwest School 
o f A g  r i e ul  t n re an d to be come fam iliar 
with its work. Some have sent their 
children. others have themselves at- 
ended. while still others have had oc- 
casion to visits There a r e  some people 
iving within our territory who have 
not had this opportunity of intimate 
acquaintance. I t  is to every  one in 
general but  to the last named in par- 
ticular, that  me wish to call attention 
to an illustrated booklet “School 
Life” issued by the school. 

This small booklet, containing pic- 
tures of buildings, class room work 
and activities o f  students has recently 
been published and is now ready for 
distribution. Those, who are not fa- 
miliar with our work, will find this 
little booklet of photographs very in- 
teresting. Here a re  portrayed, by 
actual pictures. t h e  different buildings, 
the barns and the livestock. Students 
are shown judging live stock, testing 
milk, and studying soils. I n  other 
places we find them taking levels and 
laying tile for drainage. The forestry 
class arid class in cement work are  
shown learning valuable information 
by actually doing the work themselves 
The blacksmithing class looks so nat- 
ural that one can almost hear the ham- 
mers ring on the anvils. The scene 
of the b o y s  with the tractor is not a 
pleasure ride but an  expe r imnt  i n  
road building. The girls in uniform 
are cooking and canning. Others are 
making their own garments. The book- 
let would not be complete if it did not 
show the band. orchestra, debating 
clubs.  arid drill teams along with the 
basket hall team. Then, lastly, i t  
shown the toboggan slide and the 
students enjoying their period of 
recreation. 

The entire booklet is intended to 
give an account of actual work done at 
the school. and i t  shows us at both 
work arid play. We would like to have 
you visit us, but  whether you can or 
not. get acquainted wi th  us by asking 
for our “Photo Album” on School Life 

N O R T H W E S T  S T A T I O N  R E P O R T  

his report, its it contains the results 
of investigations during the past six 
years, as well as a breif summary of 
lie work accomplished since the 
station was organized in 1895. The 
edit ion printed will be large enough to 
reach all interested. but i t  will be 
necessary for each one to send re- 
quest for a copy in order to be sure 
of receiving one. Send request to 
he Northwest Experiment Station, 
Crooks t o n. 

A T H L E T I C  SPORTS D U R I N G  F A L L  
T E R M .  

Distinct progress has been made in  
athletics at the N. W. S. A. this fall. 
The addition of football to school ath- 
etics has done much to give special 
.raining to the larger number of stud- 
ents. Football as a game was new to 
he majority of the students. but they 
gave the games loyal and enthusiastic 
support The students arid faculty feel 
that with the knowledge o f  the game 
obtained this year and the wealth of 
good material here a winning tram can 
be had next year. Four regular games 
were played this season wit  h the fo l -  
lowing teams:  Moorl iead,  Red Lake 
Falls, Stephen, and Crookston. The 
home team lost t h e  first three games, 
but gained enough experience and 
training to  win the last game easily. 

The following men composed the 
football tram of 1916 : Lester Garceau, 
captain and fullback; Ole Flaat. I t .  H.; 
Harold McMilan. L. H.; Walter Sheri- 
dan, Q.;  Albert Bjorsness. Q. ; Edwin 
Hammer, C.; King Scherfenberg, I t .  
E. Magnus Spjut, R. T.; Clarence Lee, 
L. T.; Peter Ness, L. T.; Ra 
berg, Thorval Tunheim, O 
heim, Harold Sirjord, and C 
son. 

A late start was made in basket hall, 
due to  the absence of the coach, Mr. 
Stenseth; however, practive began 
a b o u t  Thanksgiving. time wit h Mr. T. 
M. McCall acting its coach and Walter 
Sheridan as assistant. The team made 
great progress in practice and won 

against East Grand 
ve score of 37 to 15. 
ar is made u p  o f  all 

new men, and as  is to be expected, 
lack the t eam work and finish dis-  
played by til(’ team of last year. 

The class basket ball teams will be 
chosen at the beginning of next semes- 
ter. There is a great wealth of  good 

The eligibility rule has done much to 
elevate the athletic sports o f  the 
school, for by  this rule only those stud- 
ents above grade in all subjects arc: 
permitted to play or practice on class 
or school teams. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 

FULL PAGE S U P P L E M E N T .  

With this issue of the Northwest 
Monthly a full page supplement is 
mailed to each reader. This supple 
ment gives a graphic story of the 
work of Agricultural Schools in i t s  re 
lation to  the welfare of the state. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING.  

Two of the most  practical and bene 
ficial courses presented to our agri 
cultural students are those in public 
speaking and deba ting. The classes in 
these subjects put on public programs 
in the auditorium every two weeks 
during the school year. The pro 
grams this term have been exceptional 
Iy ititoresting and instructive. Each 
class presented one or two during the 
three months’ term which closed a 
Christmas time. A debate on some up 
to-date question of interest. generally 
forms one number. A class newspaper 
to which each member has contributed 
an editorial or new item gives the 
students an  opportunity to  develop 
their original ideas and to discuss 
articles of interest in current per iod 
cals. A student acts as presiding of 
ficer at each program, not only an 
nouncing each number, but explanin 

readings o f  famous 

entertainments we have en joyed. 

W O R K  OF S T U D E N T  SOCIETIES.  

Enthusiastic Debating Work. 
In developing farmers, t he North 

School of Agriculture is trying 
the students lor life on the farm 
of the most important duties of 

the farmer is his social obligation to 
his community. There are farmers 
clubs, co- operative associations and 
other organizations asking his help. 

To meet this situation. organizations 
conducted according l o  universa 
standard, meet every other Monday 
evening There are t w o  societies for 
lie men, the Pioneer and the Lincoln 

and the Home Economics Club for the 
girls. Magnus Spjut, Rasmus Heirberg 
and Palmer Erickson have been presi 
dents Cor the Pioneer Club, Clarence 

political campaign, for instance, the 
relative value o f  the candidates was 
debated At, other times relat ive value 

is ways of farming arc 

arc d is eus si n g t h e i 
are taking u p  ques 

tions dealing with the home and othe 
questions of interest, to them. Thi 
l a  s t  term much emphasis mas placed 
on  M y t h s  of Greece, Rome and Nor 
way. Stories connected with pictures 
a n d  stars h a v e  been considered Here 
also. is studied parliamentary law and 
different girls conduct the meetings 
each t i m e  Another  girl acts  as  hos- 

and secures practice in making 
every one “feel a t  home.” 

A s  a result of  these meetings, i t  i 
hoped that  greater enthusiasm. more 
co- operation. and much real benefi 
may be transmitted to our rura 
communit ies. 

R E G E N T S  E X P R E S S  A P P R E C A  
T I O N .  

Officially Accept Scholarships. 

Superintendent Selvig is in receip 
of‘ t h o  following letter from Presiden 
George E. Vincent of the University o 
M in n e s o t a ,  rega a r d i  ng t h e sc h o l a r sh i p 
and prizes provided for the Northwes 
School; “The Agricultural Committee 
a t  i ts  meeting November Sth voted to 
accept scholarships and prizes give! 
by individuals and organizations fo  
the Northwest School and Station a 
Crookston, and to express offically ap 
preciation of the generosity of these 
friends of the school.” 

The Northwest School ‘joins in thi 
expression of appreciation. 

SP E L L I  N G CONTEST.  

The first, Spelling Contest held in 
connection with the Farm Crops Show 
was i n  February 1914. A similar con- 
est has been held each year since, and 
plans are being perfected for one in 
February, 1917. 

Each county is entitled to  two repre- 
sentatives They are to be chosen by 
he County Superintendent in what- 
ever way lie find most satisfaclory lo r  
his county. The contestants must he 
from a one room rural school or from 
a grade below the eighth of a graded 
or consolidated school. 

The first year, a list o f  several hun- 
dred words were sen! out, for the 
pupils to study, and the words for the 
contest were selected from this list. 
After the first year, the boys and girls 
have h a d  no definite list to study and 
the contest words have been selected 
from any source. 

The contest consists o f  an oral t 
a written tes t .  and a public “Spe 

f ina l  average the writ- 
one- half. the oral test 
the “Spell Down” one- 

fourth. 
The Farm Crops Show 

paps the railroad fare of t he 
ants. and last, year they wer 
tertainment the pupils of the 
Crookston High School Undoubtedly 
similar a r r a n g m e n t s  wil l  he made this 
year. 

Each year  thirty dollars has been 
given as prizes. Five prizes are given 
for written work. and four for the oral. 
The first prize for t he one doing 
best written spelling is ten dollar 
the first proze for the one doin 
best oral spelling is five dollars. Be- 
sides, these individual priz 
is given lo  the county that makes the 
highest average. 

Polk County has been suc 
each year in winning the bann 
the individual prizes have been 
boys and girls in all the ten e 
represented. 

An effort has been made t o  raise the 
standard each year, and each year a 
marked improvement has been noticed 

of the work done. 
g Contest is one of the 

most interesting features of the Farm 
Crops Show, and arouses much inter- 
est, not only on the part of the chil- 
dren of the Ret1 River Valley but of 
all the “Grown Ups.” 

SCHOOL B U D G E T  R E C O M M E N D E D .  

Northwest School’s Needs Recognized. 
The Board of Regents a t  their meet- 

ing on December 7th made u p  the bud- 
get for  the Northwest. School and  Sta- 
tion which is to be presented l o  the  
legislature a t  its coming session. Sup- 
erintendent Selvig was i n  attendance 
a t  the meeting with a request for a 
new building to provide quarter:: for 
the dining hall and kitchen. A separ- 
ate service building is planned in con- 
nection with this building. I n  the ser- 
vice building separate  isolated con- 
tagious ward hospital rooms will be 
included. The new building will also 
provide room for the library which is 
located very unfavorably at the pres- 
ent time underneath the school gym- 
masium. making i t  impossible to pur- 
sue interrupted study, either during 
the day o r  evening, at times when the  
gymnasium is in use. An item provid- 



ing for  a permanent roadway between 
the school and the city of’ Crookston is 
also included. The school feels highly 
gratified a t  the action by the Board o!‘ 
Regents as these Improvement s are 
necessary for the health of the s t u d -  
ents and the maintenance and growth 
of the school. 

I N T E R E S T  T A K E N  ‘ I N  S C H O L A R .  

SHIPS.  

Students En l i s t  t o  Win. 
Since the announcement of scholar- 

ships offered by individuals and tirms 
in Crookston, there has been a great 
deal of interest shown by the students 
in attendance at the Northwest School 
and also by prospective students. 
These scholarships will be awarded in 
recognition of the best progress made 
in various lines o f  school work. The 
scholarships are in the amount of 
$125.00 each, although the donor re- 
serves the right t o  divide the scholar- 
ship offered, into two part:; of’ $75.00 
and $50.00, res pec t ive ly so t h h a ! 
awards may be made t o  two student 

T h e  following scholarships hav 
been provided. Cor worthy 

one o f  $100.00 by fri 
west School o f  Agric 
n the same amount by 

of the University o f  Minn 
ing in Crookston. Scholarships of 
$125.00 each will 
student who mak 
gress during the 
student, investiga 
fibre culture, to  the student who makes 
the most progress in live stock 
courses. in farm management courses 
in public speaking and debating, and 
in Home Economics work. I n  addi- 
tion, there are four 
able i n  1917 lor suc 

N O R T H W E S T  S C H O O L  E S S A Y  

CONTESTS.  

Rural Schools t o  Compete. 
Three prizes of $10.00 each have 

been provided lor essays not t o  excee 
three thousand words on the subje 
given below. The prizes will 
awarded on Commencement Day, 1917 

1. “The Advantages of Country Life 
in the Red River Valley.” Open to 
students of the Northwest School o 
Agriculture. Given b y  W. A. Marin 
Crookston. 2. “The Advantages o f  an 
Agricultural Education.” Open only 
to boys regularly enrolled in a one o 
two-room rural school during the term 
of 1916-1917. Offered by friends of the 
Northwest School of Agriculture. 3 
’The Advantages of Securing School 
Training in Home Making.” Open 
only to girls regu la r l y  enrolled in a 
one or two-room rural school during 
1916-1517. Provided by A. A .  Miller. o 
Crookston. 

The county superintendents of th 
counties of Northwestern Minnesota 
will be asked l o  suggest a plan fo 
awarding the prizes for the last tw 
essays. It is hoped that a definite at 
nouncement regarding this will be sen 
out to the teachers in  the variou 
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IMPORTANT MEETINGS 
~~- 

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
Student  Associat ions Enter ta in .  

Saturday evening, October 14th, the 
Y. W. C. A. and Y. M. C. A. gave a re- 
ception to  the new students. the 
beginning of the evening a delightful 
program was given. The presidents o f  
he Y. W. and Y. M. C. A. gave ad- 
dresses of welcome, Miss J lollitlay 
sang two  groups of 
Bengtson ended the 
ing his annual solo. Games were 
played afterward until about  ten 
o’ clock. Refreshments con 
loughnuts and cider. were 

might reflect credit on a Ringing 
performance. 

Mr. Byrn ’s  Departure. 
Our st udents, and particularly band 

members were very sorry some t ime 
ago when they heard that Mr. Bryn in- 
tended to leave for Detroit, Michigan, 
where it bet ter position has been of- 
fered him. Mr. Byrn, in  addition t o  
being a master musician, has a 
personalit y which makes him well 
liked wherever he goes. On Wednes- 



teresting number was a debate on the  
subject, "Resolved that. the  Republican 
ticket should be elected on Novem- 
ber 7." 

On the evening of Saturday, October 
‘27, instruction was given in folk 
games in the gymnasium. The stud- 
ents had a good time taking part. in  
this revival of the quaint old English 
games. 

Hallowe'en. 
Halloween was 

p a r t  given to the  
faculty. A ghost walk and stunts of 
weird and strange variety took place, 
after which the  crowd was entertained 
by a shadow play in  two acts. The 
stage h a d  been transformed to a 
ghostly place inhabited by  skulls and 
bones. but behind this fearful array 
was discovered the good old American 
delicacy, pumpkin pic, which was 
handed out to the  audicnce in  gener- 
ous pieces by the spectures. 

Prepared ness. 
Mr. Selvig is  a firm believer in pre- 

paredness. This is  proven by the fact 
that two cannons are being mounted 
on the campus. 

Community Thanksgiving. 
For the  last  few years Thanksgiving 

Day has been the occasion for a com- 
munity gatliering at, the Agricultural 
School. On t h a t  d a y  a number of 
towns people and families from the 
neighboring farms. join with the stud 
ents and faculty for an afternoon and 
evening of good fellowship and enjoy 

which is engrossing the attention of a 
great many  farmers in the Red River 
Valley a t  the present time. The last 
day will be devoted to  consideration o f  
the problems affecting fanning as a 
business. including rural  credits. farm 
market ing. farmers' organizations, and 
the like. 

The list of speakers includes men 
and women of note not only from Min- 
nestoa. but from adjoining states.  
President Vincent has promised to at- 
tend one day. and to deliver the  eve- 
n ing a d d r e s s 

A new feature will be the first an- 
nual live stock exhibit to he held in 
conn ection w i ll h the farm crops exh I i b- 
it. This live stork exhibit will include 
only the  best animal of each sex from 
each of the  farms exhb i t ing  The 
Northern Minnesota Poultry Associa- 
tion will hold i ts  annual show during 

Mr. T. M. McCall gave a report of 
the work being done in Horticulture at 
the Experiment Station. The necessity 
of planting trees, ornamental and 
hardy fruits w a s  urged. The planting 
of  a fruit plot and a greater variety of 
garden crops was urged in tha t  the 
success of' such crops was assured 
from the excellent results obtained. 

Mr. C. E. Brown, in speaking o f  the 
work in poultry at, the  Experiment Sta- 
tion. told how the  Experiment Station 
had been of service to  the poultrymen. 

Mr. T. R. Sewall. in charge of Farm 
Engineering, stated that plans, specifi- 
cations and assistance in the making 
of plans for farm buildings have been 
given to a large number. 

Mr. J. P. Bengston closed the pro- 
gram for the evening by explaining the 

' courses  of study and the scope of 
work offered at. the Northwest School. 


