KIEHlE U£RMY

UNtVM3HY OF MINNESOTA

The Winter ShrJWr~~16

1910-1985
Crookston, Minnesota
B.E. Y0'1rgquist
Professor Emeritus
Former President - Red River Valley Winter Shows
Board of Managers. Inc.
President. Red River Valley Development Association

Preface
Writing the history of the 75-year old Red River Valley Winter Shows proved to be much more than a mere
chronological recording of dates and events . How does one do justice to recording the dreams. efforts,
successes, and failures of people on the land of northwestern Minnesota, of the institutions that were born to
service that rich agricultural scene? A complete compilation of all events and happenings at the shows for 75
years, including the thousands of people in the Red River Basin who planned and helped, would require several
volumes rather than one .
The need for a one-volume historical publication aimed at recording significant events and preserving a
celebration became a reality in the spring of 1983. Needless to say, a very busy several months ensued with
communications via letter, telephone, personal interviews, and digging into volumes of premium books, program
booklets and other publications dating back to 1910. Finally, pictures with cut lines, appendices material and
twelve chapters sampling that glorious 75 years were delivered to the printer on August 2, 1984. Time was too
short to eliminate all inadvertent errors. Your indulgence as a reader to the misspelled name or other mishap is
begged.
One strives to record happenings as best understood. The historically close relationship between the University
and the Winter Shows proved to be very helpful. Certainly the scene has changed from that first Winter Shows in
1910 to the 75th anniversary show in 1985. The reader is cautioned that only a sampling of events and
documentation could be recorded for that period. The writer drew on 27 years of experience as president of the
board of managers and upon the rich resource of hundreds of first-hand experiences with the volunteer doers and
shakers who have already written the 75 years history with their lives carried out in the Red River Basin .
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Another useful task involving the Winter Shows has been accomplished because people in the Red River
Valley listened and cared enough to do something . Thank you.

Bernie Youngquist
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The Board of Managers Says Thank You

The Red River Valley Winter Shows Board of Managers publishes this seventy-five year history as one of
several features during the 1985 anniversary celebration. The desire of the board is to preserve significant
happenings and to record the depth of spirit and dedicated efforts of hundreds of citizens up and down the Valley.
Many people engage in planning that useful midwinter break for their neighbors to enjoy.
The Board is delighted that Dr. B. E. Youngquist (the short Swede) consented to take on the writing project and
we realize the time was short. Again, volunteer efforts have accomplished useful goals. Thanks to him and forthe
time and talent of the many other willing hands who pitched in as needed. God bless you all.
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George P. Nornes, President
Red River Valley Winter Shows
Board of Managers, Inc .
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CHAPTER I

The Nelsons - Pioneer Sodbusters
A hardy, Scandinavian family, the
Olaf Nelsons, homesteaded shortly
after 1900 on a site of land six miles
southeast of Hallock along the south
branch of the Two Rivers waterway.
The earliest settlers at that time had
learned to select the near-river locations for water supply and a source
of wood for building and heat. Previously, Olaf had made a trip to this
great prairie where the grass grew
waist-high. He saw a few farms with
big wheat fields, many men and
horses, and found only a few families.
Roads were nothing but trails. He
made contact with a federal land agent
and staked out a claim which had a
river running across one corner. He
couldn 't wait to get back to St. Paul to
tell Mary about the homesite, what it
looked like, and where they could
build a home and raise a family. There
were no roads, yet, but the steamboat
on the Red River was helping bring
supplies, and there was a rumor that
the railroad would be pushing further
into the Valley.
-

Olaf and Mary Nelson worked in the
sawmills at St Paul to earn and save
money. Then, with lots of faith in the
future, they loaded tools, supplies, two
children and household items into a
canvas-covered
prairie
schooner,
hitched up the horses and joined a
wagon train headed for the big prairie
country of 'northwestern Minnesota.
After about two months of hard travel.
they arrived, sunburned and mosquitobitten, but in good spirits. Though not
an easy task, with the help of neighbors, two temporary sod buildings
were built to shelter the horses and
' people until more permanent log
buildings could be constructed . Two
milking shorthorn heifers came to Fargo by train and up the river on a
flatboat the next spring .
Olaf was a jack-of-all-trades. He
could work iron, build with wood, lay
'/P rock walls . Mary carded wool for
spinning yarn, milked the shorthorns ,
picked wild berries, launched a gardening project, sewed their clothing,
made sauerkraut, canned vegetables,
wiped the runny noses of children, and
found time to be a loving wife. Books
were hard to come by. The preacher

came through from time to time for
church services, which were held in
Nelson's home. With the preacher's
help, some books, and once in a while
a magazine, showed up in the household. Both Olaf and Mary couldn 't wait
to read these books, especially those
which had stories about farming and
homemaking in other places.
The children were seven and eight
years old when the country school was
built. A cute little school-mom came
part way by train, part by steamboat,
and Olaf met her on the Red River with
horse and wagon . A flurry of activity
had been going on at the Nelson 's
home during that summer before the
school opened. They built another
room on the house so that the teacher
would have a place to stay. This was
more work for Mary, but she had a way
of dividing all the jobs among the
family; thus the household somehow
kept operating. Of course there were
times when she blew her stack, and
Olaf knew for sure then that he'd been
spending too much time working and
not enough being a husband.
The school of eleven children was
an immediate success and became the
center of community life. Christmas
programs , basket socials, school picnics, and annual meetings were the
center of neighborhood life, building
friendships and community spirit. A
county superintendent of schools was
a popular visitor at the country school.
He brought news from the outside.
He'd always tell a story to the children
each time he visited .
Olaf and Mary learned that a rich
man named Jim Hill had given land to
the University of Minnesota to set up
an experiment farm located near
Crookston .
" Maybe we'll learn how to handle
this wet sod better" said Mary.
" Ya, and I read in one of those
magazines the preacher brought that
new kinds of wheat are being made by
wheat breeders . Ever heard of a wheat
breeder, Mary? I wonder how that
works", mused Olaf.
" Why don 't you ask that railroad
agent? He seems to know a lot about
the University and about what he calls
new ideas in farming, " suggested
Mary.
Time moved along . The children
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were "easy-to-Iearn", as the phrase
went in those pioneer neighborhoods.
The school-mom married one of the
Spence boys and a new teacher had to
be found. It was against the rules to
hire a married teacher. Mary didn't
quite see why such a rule made any
sense.
The experiment farm was in business but was having trouble with
water like anyone who was working on
the flat farm land. This they learned
one evening when the railroad agent
had supper with the Nelsons.
"I doubt whether those professors
will ever find a way to handle this wet
land," said Olaf.
" Well, I don't know. They just
might. They got a guy by the name of
Stewart to find out how to drain the
water off of the land, so you can get on
earlier in the spring and sooner after it
rains in the summer," replied the
railroad agent. "And you know that
piece of land that Jim Hill gave to the
University isn't really too good a piece
of land. It is kind of swampy. I suppose
Mr. Hill figures if the professors can
make that produce, the ' rest of the
Valley ought to be able to manage
water once we learn how.
Olaf, have you ever heard of a county
agent?" inquired the agent. "I hear you
might get one in your county sometime soon ."
"Ya, I read about the idea. We sure
could use help, but who's going to pay
for it?" questioned Olaf.
"I heard that the University pays
part of the cost, the federal government pays some, and that we pay
some. I like that idea because I think
that maybe then we'll have something
to say about what the county agent
does," said Mary. "Too, I heard a
school of agriculture is being built
right now and that our kids could go
there six months a year for learning
about farming, homemaking, and also
they can take general subjects like
arithmetic, writing, public speaking,
music and history," continued Mary.
" There goes my help with farmwork" , wailed Olaf.
" Yes, but I've been thinking about it
too, Olaf. The kids could go to school
during the six months of winter and be
here for the crop season, " interrupted
Mary.

" How will we ever be able to afford
it?" questioned Olaf.
"I don 't know, but I want to know
more about that new school. It sounds
like exactly what we need out here
where there is no school beyond the
grade school within reasonable distance. If the kids are home in the
growing season, you could take on
that additional eighty acres of good
fieldland that our neighbor wants to
rent out on shares," said Mary, almost
all in one breath. She had an unusual
tone of excitement when she thought
of the welfare and future of the children and the family working together
as a team.
The railroads pushed northward .
One could get on the train and go all
the way to Minneapolis and beyond . A
county agent was coming within the
next year if the county board of commissioners could agree on the idea.
Some farmers weren't sure it would be
worthwhile. Others couldn't wait. The
new school of agriculture sounded
good. Boys and girls had to stay there ,
and most of them stayed for the full six
months, coming home only at Christmas time. The teachers stayed right
with them at the school. There were
some rumors of the boys and girls
running wild, but those rumors were
found to be untrue. A number of the
teachers were these new agriculturists
who did research as well as teaching .
Those who were worried about spiritual life were encouraged to learn that
there were chapel services every Sun day evening. It all sounded like a good
home away from home and a chance to
get some additional schooling.
It was the spring of 1910. The
oldest Nelson child, Paul, had returned
from the six-month term at the school
of agriculture . He had been home only
at Christmas during the six months.
Olaf and Mary met Paul at the railroad
station , loaded up the trunk in the
buggy, bought a few supplies at the
general store, and headed back to the
farm . The road by th is time had been
improved south of Hallock so the trip
could be made under most weather
conditions except when there were
blizzards or in the spring when the
frost went out and the surface was
soft.
Paul was just full of talk. He told his
parents that the new superintendent
of the School and Experiment Station
was a real doer.
" He even comes to visit our classes
and teaches a class in leadership ."
He said there was going to be a
Short Course, the teachers called it, for
men and women from farms,that it
would go on for about three or fou r

days, and there would be something
called a Crops Show where farmers
could bring in a sample of the grain
they had grown. A judge would decide
which was the best sample, and the
grower of the championship grains
would be awarded a new silo.
This Crops Show idea was almost
too much for Olaf. He wondered about
it all, but yet he knew Mary would want
to go. Paul said he' d come home and
take care of the cattle while they went
to the Short Course .
" How much is it going to cost?"
asked Olaf.
" I don't know," answered Paul.
" I've saved a little money so we
could take a trip some day, " confessed
Mary. " That could be our trip. When 's
it going to be?"
"They are talking about December,
after the students go home for
Christmas vacation so there would be
room for people to stay in the students'
rooms. And you know, Dad, Mr. Selvig
said that the men had to bring their
wives.
" Looks like we'll be going, money or
not, " said Olaf. "I'm sure glad that
Mom saved a few nickels in a sock
somewhere. "
The summer of 1910 was a bountiful crop year in the region . Carloads of
grain were being shipped to the new
markets. The bank was paid off for the
new grain binder. Anne, the daughter,
started at the Aggie School. as it was
called, in the fall. Too, some mail came
from the School and Experiment
Station inviting Olaf and Mary to the
Short Course and Farm Crops Show to
be held in the new Kiehle building
with its shiny auditorium , gymnasium,
and seating space . Of all things, it had
up-to-date moving picture equipment!!
The Short Course and Crops Show
became the talk of the neighborhood,
and when the time came just before
Christmas in 1910, Olaf and Mary and
a few other neighbors got together
with teams and sleigh and traveled to
town . They left the horses in the livery
barn and took the train to Crookston
from Hallock. A neighbor who didn 't
go looked in on Paul and Anne , for they
were taking care of the livestock while
Dad and Mom were away at that first
Farm Crops Show and Short Course .
About 250 people showed up, including the Nelsons, from as far away
as Roseau, Staples , Ada, Moorhead,
and Warren . The Nelsons stayed in
Paul 's room at the school. They ate the
good food , listened and talked , and
talked and talked . They sang songs .
The staff of the Northwest School
provided some instrumental music . It
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was really all too exciting to waste very
much time sleeping . They heard some
agricultural and home economics
speakers from the Department of
Agriculture at St. Paul. Their state
senator spoke to them . The railroad
agent brought them news of additional
railroad land being available for farm ing at very attractive prices . From the
research at the experiment farm, they
learned some new ideas about how to
drain land. Several varieties of crops
had been tried, and these ideas were
shared with visiting farmers .
Tired, they boarded the train for
home on the Friday before Christmas,
having made many new friends. They
picked up more ideas than their heads
could hold, and they had a lot of good
wholesome fun.- They - returned re-freshed and ready to do battle with
making a living on that Kittson County
farm. Not only that, Olaf was given
honorable mention on his sample of
wheat. The judge said all it needed to
be a champion sample was to be
cleaned up a bit. The quality of grain
was as good as the championship
sample, and Olaf learned that samples
had to be prepared for show.
The writer of this book chooses to
leave the saga of the pioneer Nelson
family establishing themselves here in
the Red River Basin and joining the
enthusiastic visitors to the first Red
River Valley Winter Shows, entitled
then the Short Course and Farm Crops
Show. The people at the first Short
Course didn 't like the holiday season
schedule because of the interference
with family and church celebrations .
The date was changed immediately,
and the next Short Course was
scheduled well into January. Olaf,
Mary and family didn't miss a Winter
Show during their lives in the Red
River Basin . Olaf served on the board
of managers and on the Livestock
Assoc iation for many years. Mary
assisted with women 's activities . The
third generation of Nelsons now join
nearly 40,000 people attending the
midw inter show.

CHAPTER II

National Setting and Local Evolution
of the Winter Shows
The Morrill Act, signed into law by
Abraham Lincoln in 1862, approximately 50 years before the first Farm
Crops Show, was perhaps the most
significant event in the history of
American higher education . Going to
college had been only for the wealthy
and influential famil ies . Few would
dispute the importance of the access
to higher education by the general
public which the Land Grant University
idea brought to the working people in
each state. The commitment of service
to all citizens of an entire state by such
universities was what was different
from private colleges . The close ties
between the people of the state and its
Land Grant University were developments that might not have been
foreseen by Justin Morrill, the farsighted author of the Morrill Act . This
Land Grant idea was especially acceptable in the great Midwest. Farm ers were quick to find the availability of
highly trained researchers and edu cators on the staffs of the Land Grant
Colleges.
The single most significant factor in
the initial meeting of the farmers '
Short Course was that the Land Grant
University of the State of Minnesota
was reaching out to the pioneering
farmers in northwestern Minnesota.
An Experiment Station and a School of
Agriculture had been established to

provide outreach education for those
who were living on the farm and for
those who were servicing farmers, and
to engage in research which would
assist those on the land with their
production problems . This reaching
out was part of the philosophical
mission of the Land Grant University.
The superintendent and staff of the
Northwest School and Experiment
Station provided leadership and expertise to launch the educational
service of the Short Course and Farm
Crops Show and to continue to provide ongoing stability and leadership
for this new arm of the Land Grant
College. They attempted to encourage
and enliven organizations and create
interest in the launching and the
continuation of the Winter Shows.
This leadership has varied through the
years from too much University influence and effort to a leadership
organized in a nonprofit service corporation representative of all major
organizations, groups, and institutions
in northwestern Minnesota. The service function of the University at
Crookston continues and has been
augmented greatly by another sector
of the University, the agricultural
extension service and homemaking
education in each county.
Several names have been used as
this midwinter exposition has traveled

through the 75-year history. It began ,
patterned somewhat after .the farm
institutes that were being held in
individual communities of southern
Minnesota and North Dakota . The first
show was called the Short Course and
Farm Crops Show, and this title con tinued for some time. In 1918, the
combined premium and program book
was entitled " The Red River Valley
Farm Crops Show and Northwestern
Minnesota Farmers Week Meetings."
In 1925, the program book and premium book was entitled " The Red
River Valley Classic - The Red River
Valley Winter Show." In 1928, the
official program and premium book
was called " The Northwest School
Farmer's Week and the Red River
Valley Winter Shows." This title lasted
until 1969 when the name ofthe event
became " The Red River Valley Winter
Show and the Northwest Farm and
Home Week," and this is the title used
today.

-

Probaby the changes are largely the
result of University leadership through
the years. In fact, up until the late
1940's the premium book as well as
the program book were published by
the Northwest School and Experiment
Station as part of their service to the
Red River Valley Winter Shows. In the
late 1940's the board of managers

Site of the Winter Shows Buildings on Broadway, Crookston . Extreme left is the Armory which was rented annually. The
"Chevrolet" sign is on the livestock pavilion of the Winter Shows and was rented between shows to the auto dealer. The taller
building at the very extreme right down the street is the Industrial Building of the Winter Shows.
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took over publication of the premium
book, and the University continued
publishing the program book until the
early 1980's when it, too, was assumed by the Winter Shows board of
managers.
While service and outreach educational concerns of the University
were certainly paramount in launching
the Winter Shows in northwestern
Minnesota, yet in actuality, the University could not have accomplished
that task by itself. The citizen leaders
from the city of Crookston, from
surrounding communit ies, and from
the commodity organ izations which
were in the early history of their
formation, all responded to the invitation of University leadership in the
planning and operations each 'lear. by
planning and operations each year. By
the time the Winter Shows was ten
years old, the Red River Valley Livestock Association, the Red River
Valley Development Association, the
Red River Valley Dairymen's Association, the Northern Minnesota Poultry
Association. and the Crookston Commercial Club were substantial and
strong cooperators with the leadership provided by the School of Agriculture and Experiment Station superintendent and staff.
Recorded history reads that Supt.
Conrad Selvig recognized that leadership in each of the many counties was
needed. There were very few county

The main entrance to the Livestock Pavilion on a mild winter, mid-afternoon day
in 1928.
agents in the early years . The Red
River Valley Development Association
and the Red River Valley Livestock
Breeders Association were organized
in 1914. These two organizations
have provided a steady force of county
level grassroots citizen leadership
since 1914. Their involvement has
included financial support and government of the show. It is interesting to
note that Experiment Station staff

personnel or the superintendent ofthe
Experiment Station have always been
among the officers of the Red River
Valley Livestock Association, the Red
River Valley Development Association, and the Winter Shows arrange- .
ments committee (the board of
managers today) . In fact, it wasn't
unusual to find the superintendent and
staff members of the Extension Service or Experiment Station providing
I
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Red Lake Falls

Thief River Falls
Roseau
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Gully
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Crookston
Lake Bronson
Climax
Drayton, N.D.

four board memberships on the board
of ten . Too, there were times when the
superintendent of the School and
Experiment Station served as president of all three of the leading boards
named. The neutral nature of the
University resulted in automatic election of the superintendent as president of the show. This custom continued for 73 years until 1982.
This early group of organizations
were primary in leading the show for
about 45 years . There were a number
of related groups like the County
Agent Association , Boys and Girls
Clubs, Crops and Soil Association, and
farm clubs who became satellite cooperators with varying degrees of
involvement. Today there are 21 different Valley-wide organizations represented on the board of managers.
Each one is a cooperator in planning
and executing the annual Winter
Shows. A list of these and what they
represent is found in the appendix.
This group of cooperating organizations, in addition to a number of
volunteer arrangements committees
throughout the counties, is the greatest single substantive influence which
has kept the Winter Shows alive in the
past, maintains it in the present, and
will in the future. Newly formed organizations serving farming across thp.
region may well join the Winter Shows
board in the future .
A list of committees established by
the board of managers for 1984 is
recorded in the appendix. Too, there
are several committees existing in
each county which are not listed.
Adding up the total number of people
who provide from a few minutes of
planning to many, many days and
weeks of time, the total number of
volunteers in the 14-county area
exceeds 300 people . If the Winter
Shows ever loses this volunteer
characteristic it may well lose its
effectiveness as a unique educational
arm of the grassroots leadership in the
Red River Basin, an arm which harnesses the expertise ofthe Land Grant
College to the energy and effort of all
major organizations related to agriculture in northwestern Minnesota.
Life hasn't been always smooth and
easy for the Red River Valley Winter
Shows . The government of the show
has gone through the stress and
anxiety of cooperating organizations
vying for an upper hand. The heavy
volunteer nature of the organization
even today presents problems to the
management. Throughout the 75
years, however, the sincerity and
purpose ofthe Red River Valley Winter
Shows exposition has been proved. It

These boys and girls represented their home schools and counties at the annual
Red River Valley Spelling Contest held Friday in connection with the Winter
Shows at Crookston . LaVerne Balme of Gully, Polk County was named winner of
the trophy. Other contestants were: Allan Daslund of Perley; Lorraine Hietala of
Sebeka; Ruth Stenslund of Drayton, ND; Twila Nygaard of Grygla; Opal Walsh of
Arago; Alice Davis of Graceton; Charles Swanson of Red Lake Falls; Delores
Lehman of Breckenridge; Julia Lundmark of Bagley; Arnold Engelstad of Thief
River Falls; Elaine Aasland of Warroad; and Bill Klinke of Lengby. Date unknown,
probably in 1930s.
was once upheld in the courts when
the lack of information on the part of
well-meaning but uninformed citizens
involved the board of managers in a
law suit where the Winter Shows had
to fight for its life. The law suit went all
the way through the Minnesota Supreme Court. The decision was made in
favor of the ongoing Winter Shows .
The lesson learned here was that
the Winter Shows had grown up, and
relationships out in the 14-county area
had become more complicated. A
stronger organization was needed.
Consequently in the early 50's, the
Red River Valley Winter Shows board

of managers was officially incorporated. A strong membership, nonprofit,
tax exempt corporation was organized
under Minnesota law. By and large,
except for updating brought about by
the changing scene, these articles of
incorporation and by-laws are essentially the same today as they were in the
early 1950's.
Bill Strickler of Euclid relates an
interesting sidelight to the law suit
experience. Four members of the
board of managers were requested by
the legal counsel forthe Winter Shows
to be at the hearing by the Minnesota
Supreme Court in St. Paul. The court
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chambers were in the State Capitol
building at that time. These board
members traveled to the big city and
arrived at what they thought was the
Capitol. The building was impressive!
Strickler, P.M. Finkenbinder, Crookston; Paul Engelstad , Thief River Falls;
and J.H. Sargent, Crookston, climbed
the expanse of steps and entered
through the gigantic doors. It was
quiet inside. A smiling person noted
their entry and inquired.
"May I help you?".
"Yes" said Mr. Sargent, " Can you
show us the room where the Supreme
Court is located?"
The smile broadened on the face of
the young Catholic priest, " You 're in
the St. Paul Cathedral. I' ll go out with
you and point out the capitol building. "
On the way down the steps Paul
Engelstad remarked, "Well, maybe
that was the place to start anyhow! "
After a good chuckle by all and a
short walk, they found the hearing
room a short distance away, with
Leonard Erickson , legal counsel to the
board, awaiting them .
A major change in the Winter
Shows operations came in 1960 when
the Red River Valley Livestock Association, one of the cooperating organizations and an early and continuing
supporter of the Winter Shows idea
since 1914, gave the title to the
buildings which the Winter Shows

used in downtown Crookston . These
buildings were turned over to the
board of managers . Of course, that
meant the Red River Valley Winter
Shows board of managers could use
this property as they campaigned for
funds and as they acquired land and
built new facilities on the site currently
used north of the city of Crookston .
Along with that change, a number of
farm-related organizations and groups
were interested in being a part of the
new move from downtown Crookston .
The Winter Shows has an interesting relationship to the National Guard
of the State of Minnesota. Back in
1914 it became clear that a National
Guard armory would be built on Main
Street in downtown Crookston . It was
then that the Winter Shows committee went to work acquiring property right next door to the armory and
building buildings with the understanding that the Winter Shows could
rent the armory every year when the
show was scheduled , and this good
working relationship on Main Street,
Crookston , continued year after year.
Shortly after the Winter Shows built
new buildings north of Crookston in
1961, the National Guard was looking
for another location and needed a site
on the outskirts of the city. The W inter
Shows board of managers offered to
sell five acres for that purpose . The
National Guard selected that site after
considering three different locations.

Here again for the second time in the
history of the Winter Shows , a cooperative arrangement was established where the National Guard Armory
would be available for use by the
Winter Shows each year as scheduled .
The Red River Valley Winter Shows
has operated at four different locations. In the very early years it was
conducted at the Northwest School
and Experiment Station . Immediately
it was seen that this site was inconvenient because the visitors wanted
the show sometime in February and
that was when the campus was
crowded with students. The Short
Course and Crops Show was moved
downtown in 1914 into a rented garage for the Crops Show and into the
Grand Opera House and the Commerc ial Hotel for meetings. Show space
was hard to find . As the Livestock
Show developed, other garages and
livery barns were found. The building
of the new armory provided space for
over a thousand people at a meeting
and thus provided the third and more
permanent location. Land was acquired and buildings were built in
close proximity to the armory. The
handy locations of the Presbyterian /
Methodist churches along with the
Grand Theatre and the public school
buildings set up this third location, an
arrangement which lasted from about
1920 to 1962. Today the Winter

Red River Valley Potato Growers Ass'n.
BOX 301, EAST GRAND FORKS, MN 56721
Telephone (218) 773-3633
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The flags are out and decorative pylons at the intersections on Broadway Street, Crookston, looking northwards from Second
Street. The Commercial Hotel served well as a place to stay, to eat, and to have meetings.
Shows finds itself in its fourth home on
the northern edge of the city of Crookston on Highway 2 and 75, located on
25 acres of land with buildings and
facilities worth in excess of three
million dollars.
A very useful relationship was established in the late 1970's. The light
horse management training program
at the University of Minnesota Technical College in Crookston needed an
up-to-date modern stable for housing
and care of recreational horses. Here
the Winter Shows board of managers
and the University worked out an
arrangement. The board of managers
built a stabling facility for long-time
lease by the college and also an
additional arena for Winter Shows
concession space which they also
leased to the Technical College as a
riding laboratory and teaching facility
in light horse management. This is
another example of the " do it yourself
spirit" of people in northwestern Minnesota. These facilities would have
cost the taxpayers over a million dollars, and here they 've been provided
by the cooperative relationship of the
Winter Shows and the University at no
capital building expense to the taxpayers of Minnesota.
There will probably never be
enough money available to do all of
the things that the Winter Shows
board of managers would like to do.
Maybe that is good. It keeps the
volunteer planners and managers on
their toes. There have been times
when the financial outlook was a bit

bleak but when you realize that the 75year history includes two major world
wars, a major depression, a fire, and
75 years of volunteer planning and
leadership, the present several million
dollar facility has to be an unusual
accomplishment by citizens of the 14
counties. The board of managers has
handled its money well over th'e years.
Certainly the record is not clear of
errors in jUdgment, but prudent management by the leadership may be
best expressed by noting that some 20
banks carry the mortgage capital debt
owed on the facilities . Details can be
found in the appendix. Certainly hardnosed bankers aren 't going to set up

long-term mortgage paper if past
operations do not merit appropriate
faith and trust.
The Winter Shows is a midwinter
break. It is a time when people are
ready to get out of the house and get
away for visiting, for learning, and for
having a little fun . Modern roads,
automobiles, snowplows and communication media make this winter
activity quite easy today compared
with the efforts necessary by the
pioneers. The balance ofthis book will
attempt to gather in one volume a
sampling of the human spirit and
energetic dedication associated with
the 75 year Red River Valley Winter
Shows .
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CHAPTER III

Leadership, Planning and Management
The farming scene at the first Farm
Crops Show in 1910 was at best
hazardous. The muscle of man and
the oxen and the horse provided
power to till the land.
It was up before dawn to feed the
horses and after the day's field work
was done, which was usually after the
sun had set, the tired draft animals
were unharnessed, fed and curried .
Mechanical power was yet the cumbersome steam engine and oil pull
combustion engine. Farming was
mostly a do-it-yourself operation. Services were just beginning to come on
the scene, such as health care, local
government, better roads, mail routes,
telephones, and equipment dealers.
Farms were far apart! Schools beyond
the county school were also far apart,
and there were no school buses. Lack
of technical information and communication in an area with great
farming potential was in the mind of
James J. Hill when he gave land to the
University of Minnesota to found an
experiment station and to establish a
school of agriculture to teach what
was learned on that experiment
station. Agricultural scientists were
just beginning to settle in the Midwest. The new school of agriculture
was founded in 1905 to teach the
isolated farm children at a boarding
school during the six months of the
late fall, winter and early spring season . Ag research and teaching personnel were hired, who brought in
new ideas as well as conducted
research on problems related to the
Red River Basin's agriculture.
The new experiment station was
learning how to handle the rich lakelaid soils and the soils up on the
shorelines of old glacial Lake Agassiz.
This new information was getting out
by word of mouth. The situation was
ripe for a new input of farming knowhow into the lives of those out on the
land.
William Robertson was the first
superintendent of this new school of
agriculture and it was an immediate
success. He passed away enroute on
the train to the Twin Cities after a very
short service of barely five years . C.G.
Selvig, an educator interested in farming and in rural life development, was

superintendent of schools at Glencoe,
Minnesota. He was a young visionary
who had already caught the eye of the
State governmental and University
leadership for his aggressive and
effective leadership. Selvig was appointed as superintendent of the 15year-old Agricultural Experiment Station and .the 5-year-old School of
Agriculture. He brought the Farm
Institute idea to northwest Minnesota,
an adult education activity carried on
by the University of Minnesota in
southern Minnesota . Besides providing leadership for the School of
Agriculture and the Experiment Station, he launched the first Annual
Short Course in December of 1910.
The Kiehle Building on the N.W.
School campus was built in 1909, and
it included an auditorium and a gymnasium. The Short Course and Farm
Crops Show was held in this modern,
exciting facility. This first Short Course
laid the foundation for what became
Jbe Red River Valley Winter Shows.
A few counties had county agents
when the first Annual Short Course
was held, but even before the Winter
Shows was ten years old nearly every
county had one, providing leadership
for extension education. This county
representative of the University of
Minnesota became a local leader for
selected Winter Shows activity. He
not only harnessed up his office staff
but involved other citizen leaders in
each county. Vo-Ag instructors began
to be hired increasingly after World
War I, and they liked the opportunities
at the Winter Shows.
Too, the county board of commissioners became interested. Each
county board granted modest funds
after legislation was passed by the
State legislature which enabled the
count ies in northwestern Minnesota
to appropriate tax funds to be expended by the new association known
as the Red River Valley Development
Assoc iation. This was really the first
organization specifically formed for
the purpose of assisting with the
planning and undergirding of operations of the Red River Valley Winter
Shows . The nature and operations of
the Development Association are explained in Chapter 6 of this book . The
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livestock and poultry organizations
became cooperating organ izations
alongside the Red River Valley Development Association.
The number of organizations, institutions and groups cooperating to
produce the Winter Shows has grown
during the 75 years. Today there are
several volunteer committees in each
county which change individual
makeup from time to time, but for the
most part come under the leadership
of the county extension director. The
Valley Farmer and Homemaker Committee is made up of the presidents of
the major farm organizations in the
county, plus someone from the Vo-Ag
teacher ranks plus the director of the
Agricultural Stabilization Conservation Service, the county director of the
Red River Valley Development Association, and the chairman of the
county board of commissioners. The
County Extension Director convenes
this committee which selects the
Valley Farmer and Homemaker couple
to be honored at the Red River Valley
Winter Shows.
The County King Agassiz Committee is a revolving committee
chaired each year by the.County King
of the previous year. He calls together
a committee of three to five previous
county kings. He may consult with VoAg instructors, the county extension
director, and citizen leaders to select a
young person coming up the ladder of
leadership as the county king for the
current year and as the candidate for
King Agassiz at the Winter Shows to
follow. This selection is made in the
late winter or spring of each year.
The honored Dairymen Committee,
headed by the County Extension Director plus previously honored dairymen, meets to select the dairyman to
be honored at the banquet at the time
of the Red River Valley Winter Shows.
Located over the broad region are
several general committees having
specific duties, like the Women's
Division . These are covered in another
section of this history.
Citizen leadership in the early days
was found close to Crookston because
communication for the planning process needed people located close to
the Experiment Station and School of

Agriculture. Consequently, business
leaders from banks, farm machinery
companies, abstracting companies,
the medical and law professions and
farmers were the first cooperating
volunteers to assist Superintendent
Selvig and the staff in those early
years . The story of such cooperation is
well told in C.G . Selvig 's book entitled,
"The Tale of Two Valleys " and will not
be detailed in this historical writing.
Citizen leaders were generous with
their time and with their money to get
this learning experience operating
each year; particularly they supported
the Crops Show, the Livestock Show,
and a late.r Farm Service Show.
The first big change in planning was
to move those dates to early February.
About 400 people came the second
year, more than the campus could
handle with school classes of ag
students also on the scene. The
railroad furnished sleeping cars on the
sidings in Crookston and on the
campus so people could stay there
during the Crops Show. The City of
Crookston came through in grand
style . They o!fered to help organize
meeting 'space and places to stay in
downtown Crookston . The new armory was completed as were the Livestock Association buildings next door.
. The City of Crookston and its surrounding area, though, has always
been ready to support the Winter
Shows. For instance, when the fund
drive was held for the buildings that
were dedicated north of Crookston in
1962, nearly half of the $320,000 that
was pledged to support this building
effort was raised in the West Polk
County area . The rest was raised in
counties beyond and in the Twin
Cities. The area Chamber of Commerce in Crookston has one person on
the board of managers today. The city
also welcomes visitors with special
sales of merchandise, put out their
"welcome" flags , have a special booth
at the Show with give away packets
and coupons good at shopping establishments. In addition, they provide
bus service throughout the Show from
downtown to the Show and back.
The State of Minnesota expressed
an early interest in the Red River Valley
Winter Shows . Already mentioned is
the fact that the State legislature
passed enabling legislation so the
counties could appropriate tax dollars
for selected activities at the Show.
Since the early 1920's, the State
Department of Agriculture has always
had educational booths at the Show
and the State Highway Department
has had a booth at the Show for the

last two decades. The State Department of Education has always encouraged youth activities there by
recognizing that the FFA attendance
was part of their youth training. During
his tenure in office, the governor
always attends a Show.
While the University of Minnesota
Experiment Station and School of
Agriculture and each County Extension Office were really the key people
who organized the idea of the annual
Short Course and Farm Crops Show
(today known as the Red River Valley
Winter Shows), it didn 't take very
long - even back in 1910 and 1911 for existing commodity organizations
to give strong support and leadership
to for Winter Shows activities. The
Dairymen's Association, founded in
1 902, was in the forefront when the
Livestock Show activities began. The
Red River Valley Livestock Breeders
Association, founded in 1914, was
especially active in finding space so a
Livestock Show could begin . They
incorporated themselves in 1919 with
a legal constitution and byl-aws under
Minnesota incorporation laws.
Consequently, the first ofthe Winter
Show organization to take title to
property utilized by the Winter Shows
was the Red River Valley Livestock
Association.
Another early organization was the
Northern Minnesota Poultry Associa-.
tion. This actually was a small association of active f(!rmers growing
poultry for eggs and meat and of
poultry fanciers showing exotic
breeds . These other poultry farmers
and fanciers held a modest show each
year. Later they joined the Winter
Shows ranks with their show and
became part of the scene by 1915.
rhe Crops and Soils Association
organized about 1916 for the purpose
of getting behind the Crops Show as
well as for other matters of interest
relating to growing crops in northwestern Minnesota. This group was
influential in matters of new crop
variety development until the 1960s.
The Red River Valley Development
Association, not a commodity organization, organized as a group of citizens representing each of the 14
counties . Their responsibility at the
outset and still today is to expend a
certain amount of money appropriated
by each of the counties for specified
activities at each Winter Show. The
two large counties have two representatives each. All other counties
have one representative.
There were a number of women's
clubs in the Crookston vicinity which
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provided leadership for those early
women's activities .
These organizations just named and
briefly described joined hands in the
second decade (1910-1920) and
really cooperated through the decades
up to the 1940s and 1950s. Ideas
about a new location and facilities
surfaced in the late 1.950s and the
board of managers recognized there
were several agricultural and related
organizations in the region who might
wish to be part of the Winter Shows
activity: Several of these petitioned to
have a representative on the board of
managers, and ~he number of org~ni
zations grew from a halJ dozen to 18
quickly. Another chapter.identifies the
current organizations in the Red River
Basin who have membership on the
Red River Valley Winter Shows Board
of Ma~agers Incorporated, as well as a
description of their fu-;:;-ctions and
organization.
The Red River Valley Winter Shows
board of managers has been very
sensitive of the interest-and thinking
of the public before they have embarked on major fundraising compaigns. Three compaigns for Duilding
funds have been conducted in the 75year history, and each one had enough
success to accomplish the building
mission for which the campaign Was
designed. An unusual feature of these
volunteer capital investments by individuals and organizations of the 14county area is the near one hundred
percent payment of pledges made to
each campaign .
There isn't any question but that
raising funds has become a mighty
effort on the part of many varied
organizations throughout society. Any
future fundraising by the board of
managers is going to have to be done
carefully. Before proceeding, the
wishes and support of the public must
be sounded out very caref'u lly,not only
by the board of managers themselves,
but by consultation with those who
have expertise. Unless there is support
for an idea before the campaign, a
major fund-raiser for Winter Shows
will not succeed.
Publicity for the Show activities and
the early years was entirely handled by
the superintendent and staff of the
Northwest School and Experiment
Station. Limited publicity was done by
some of the commodity organizations .
The women's activity committee
usually handled their own publicity.
This loosely planned situation existed
right up through the 1960s. In fact,
preshow publicity was handled by the

Northwest Experiment Station superintendent and staff until about 1981.
The board of managers did provide a
publicity office and engage volunteers
and some part-time paid people beginning in the 1960s when the new
building was built north of Crookston .
This system has continued to grow in
capability. The most exciting thing
happening with publicity is that the
rural communications department of
the Division of Agriculture of the
Technical College has provided media
service as an "on the job training"
laboratory exercise for the rural communication classes, another example
of a unique educational experience
available because there is a Winter
Shows. Also this group has begun to
take on some preshow planning for
advertising the show. Pres how publicity now is handled by the Winter
Shows board of managers through the
. growing strength of the Winter Shows
office.
When the new building was in the
"talking" stage in the late 1950s and
the decision was made to move ahead,
there was just more frontline leadership needed than the superintendent
and staff of the Northwest School and
Experiment Station had available.
Consequently, a full-time Winter
Shows manager by the name of Victor
Hodgson, former City Clerk from the
City of Crookston , was hired to take
over follow-up and coordination and
management of activities, beginning
with the financial campaign and the
building process, and for some time
thereafter. Hope was that enough
income could be generated so this
full-time manager could be on the
scene permanently. However, about
two years after the building was built,
ifbecame quite clearto the board that
they' d have to let this capable person
go to another job . Mr. Hodgson carried
the Red River Valley Winter Shows
management through one of its difficult periods . The board was sold on
trying again with a full-time manager;
however, this , too, didn't ge~erate th,:
projected earnings - -because the
second full-time manager had to be
released to other job opportunities .

section of this book. The building
payments were met each year. In fact,
when Mr. Brekken resigned , the
managers were several years ahead on
the remaining mortgage, with very
little left to payoff. A nephew of Paul
Brekken, Larry Brekken, was hired in
1979 to provide the same kind of parttime managership until July, 1983.
Previous to that time the board had
again been evaluating the need for a
full-time manager for several months .
With Mr. Brekken 's resignation, they
hired such a manager, commencing
July 1, 1983, Phil Miller. While a fulltime manager is hired to coordinate
and generally manage day to day
affairs under the policies ofthe shows
board, the Winter Shows is still a
volunteer operation. This is one of the
major strengths of the institution
known as the Winter Shows. The
board of managers are elected because they are the kind of people who
will give of their time and energy and
substance in planning and managing
this exposition for northwestern
Minnesota.
The concept of volunteerism in the
planning and management is a very
important part of the history ofthe Red
River Valley Winter Shows . The appendix section of this history has a
complete listing of all the committees
which now are active in planning and
managing show affairs each year.
There are many committees out in the
counties which aren 't listed. Among
these volunteers is a committee of
financial consultants from banks and
savings and loan associations . This
group is called upon whenever any

unusual capital improvement is being
considered or when refinancing of
capital debt becomes an option . This
committee has been very helpful to
busy members of the board of managers, as they have managed fiscal matters through the past 30 years.
The full-time manager is on a salary.
The board members , continue, however, to serve without pay. They may
collect expenses for mileage and
meals while on Winter Shows work. In
a society where one can see the
concept of volunteerism dying out in
the country, one has to raise the
question of how long volunteerism
will be a viable force in the Red River
Valley Shows? Without doubt, volunteer committees and ideas from the
14-county area in northwestern
Minnesota have built, maintained, and
strengthened the Winter Shows decade after decade. The idea is still alive
and important in this part of the U.S.A.
Finally, it appears that with all the
ongoing details, a combination of
good strong volunteerism with a modest amount of paid management and a
lean but capable clerical staff will be
needed to maintain the thrust of the
Winter Shows mission in the decades
ahead.
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A part-time manager was then hired
in 1966. Paul Brekken, though a fulltime farmer, was willing to provide
leadership for the Winter Shows beginning in November of each year and
continuing through March. Under
Brekken's management the board of
managers was able to turn things
around financially . The payments on
the building were refinanced, details
of which are mentioned in another
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CHAPTER IV

Educational, Promotional, and Social
The Red River Valley Winter Shows
began and largely remains as a
"people-on-the-Iand" idea . From the
very beginning, in 1910, the idea
concerned those who made a living
from the land. In that first decade of
this century the venture was a pioneering effort by a people who believed that this open prairie land and
the transition land between the heavy
forests of northern Minnesota and the
prairie was a resource with a future.
They believed one could earn an
acceptable standard of living for
themselves and produce food and
fiber for themselves and for others,
The adult educational opportunities
for those who were on the land and for
those who were beginning to service
the farming industry were nearly nonexistent. The situation needed educational service and agricultural research. The University was nudged to
move ahead with educational service
through the efforts of farseeing legislators and industrialists like James J.
Hill. By 1910 the Experiment Station
had gone through its birthing pains
and had developed enough know-how
so there was a modest list of farm
practices which could be shared with
the farming public. The School of
Agriculture was established in 1905
and began teaching in 1906 with a
staff which included professional agriculturists. People wanted to know
these teachers.
Into this situation C.G. Selvig was
appointed superintendent in 1910,
and he didn 't take very long to organize his staff and interested leaders
to step into that adult educational
vacuum . Selvig and his staff put
together the first extension meetings
for farmers. People came, they visited,
they met new friends, they learned,
and came away enthusiastic and
wanting more. The feedback from
farmers served to set the pace for the
Agricultural Experiment Station . Re searchers heard firsthand about problems out on the farm . Numbers of
livestock increased immediately on
the Station . The scientists went to
work in horticulture, on soils research,
on improved varieties, on looking at
better procedures to manage the
difficult soils and the water. The

Winter Shows had been going about
five or six years when the county agent
system took a quantum leap forward in
northwestern Minnesota. By the middle 20's most of the counties had a
full-time county agent providing a
much-needed adult education leader
locally in each county. The presence of
a top level adult education service in
each county began to change the kind
of meetings and seminars that were
held at the Winter Shows. It didn't
make sense to talk overthe same ideas
at the Winter Shows that were talked
about and taught at the meetings of
the county agents and of the home
economists . The natural development
in the adult education at the Winter
Shows was to talk about topics which
weren't covered at the county level. In
the early 20's, too, the vocational
agricultural departments in the high
schools increased. Here was another
support for adult education for the
farming public. This group, too,
teamed up with the Red River Valley
Winter Shows and integrated it as an
extension of and as a partner to their
educational work.
Learning also took place at the
attractive displays of machinery and
other farm service needs. Ideas came
from visiting with others from the
region. New ideas from agricultural
experts were brought in from outside
and beyond. Every farmer and his wife ,
as they farmed and raised their family ,
encountered difficulties along the
way. An opportunity to visit with other
farmers helped understand these difficulties and was in itself therapeutic,
inspirational. and educational. The
Winter Shows has been educational,
promotional , and social throughout
the 75 years. While it actually began
as a pioneer educational function serving those who were launching the
farming industry in northwestern Minnesota, the show has been , in more
recent times, careful to complement
and strengthen the other educational
agencies: extension and vocational
agriculture.
Travel to the educational meetings
in the early years was difficult. Few
cars were in use , and the roads available were not usable the year around.
People would travel from their farms to
15

town by horse-drawn sleigh. After
leaving the horses in the livery barn for
care and feeding, the visitors, bound
for the meetings, boarded the train for
Crookston . They" d stay for a day or
more. The railroad cooperated by providing a half fare for a round trip.
During that period there was a daily
train from Noyes to Crookston and
return, allowing people to attend the
daytime meetings. A daily train from
Warroad to Crookston and return was
scheduled and several from Moorhead
would be arranged, as was one from
Staples to Crookston.
People who wanted to attend the
very popular evening meetings had to
ask neighbors to look after their
livestock. Some came for the entire
Show, therefore a housing bureau
provided rooms in Crookston . The
railroad also furnished special sleeping cars on the track, with a steam
engine hooked up for heat. Even with
those helpful arrangements, it was
quite a project just to travel back and
forth to the Winter Shows each year.
The early formal educational programs were planned around topics of
the time . The technical meetings for
men and for women were immediately
popular and , for a number of years,
were very much like the extension
meetings held out in the counties. Of
course, though lacking the tremendous visual aids of today, the show,
without a doubt, used the up-to-date
communication devices of that day.
The evening programs
included
speakers who usually came from the
University of Minnesota, from state
government or from outside of the
state . The lecturers were very popular.
Attendance ran from a few hundred to
crowds of 1 ,500 or more . Occasionally
the new armory, which held 1,800
seats, was filled, and the overflow
would be housed in the Methodist and
Presbyterian churches . Very popular
speakers addressed all three audiences. In later years the addresses were
piped in by loudspeaker. People were
more patient in those days with
outside lecturers. They came to listen
and to learn . The evening lecture idea
was well received into the 1940's; in
fact. the last topnotch lectures were
scheduled until the middle 1950·s. By
that time radio, television, news-

papers , and other forms of media were
reaching nearly every rural home in
northwestern Minnesota .
.
Currently, the pol icy of the Board of
Managers relating to the seminar
series sets the following pattern . The
superintendent of the Experiment
Station is coordinator of the general
agricultural and related seminar series
at the Winter Shows . Each scheduled
seminar has its own chairperson who
sets up a committee to coordinate
plann ing , arrangements , and followthrough .
The philosophy of what should be
talked about has a threefold criteria .
First, a real effort is made to avoid what
is treated by county extension service
or vo ag departments. Secondly, the
topics that are talked about at Winter
Shows are of general regional concern . Thirdly, high priority is given to
natural resource conservation and
planning , and new technology. For
instance, the current International
Sugarbeet Seminar and sunflower
culture were first part of a Winter
Shows seminar.
The Crops and Soils Seminar, as it is
called today, is among the oldest
continuous formal educational meeting at the Red River Valley Winter
Shows. Today it draws one of the
largest crowds to hear the frontline,
cutting-edge ideas. A noon luncheon
provides a chance for informal talk.

The children's farmyard is sponsored by the FFA Chapters of Climax and
Crookston. Seeing and touching farm animals by the children, as well as
experiencing a pony ride, is a popular event.
Winter Shows reported that the
Time is taken to recognize winners at
women 's meetings were attended by
the Crops Show competition also .
large groups both forenoon and
Partner to the Crops and Soils
afternoon . Speakers included W.C.
Seminars are the women 's tneetings.
Coffey, dean of the College of AgriEarly in its history the School of
culture, former governor of Illinois
Agriculture developed a course of
Frank O. Lowdon; Anna Swenson,
study called the Domestic Economy
State Department of Education; Miss
Studies for farm girls. The domestic
Muriel Boe, University of Minnesota;
economy faculty provided for the
and Fanny 8. Lippit, Northwest School
earliest women 's meetings . For exof Agriculture. P~ogram topics inample, a news story for the 1926
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cluded color schemes in the home ,
batik dyeing 6f garments, and trends
in forms of dress, home decoration,
and text iles. The entire gamut of activities for the housewife and partner in
the farming enterprise can be found in
the programs for women's meetings
throughout the 75-year history.
An interesting development during
the last 30 years, however, is that the
women's programs are planned by the
women 's division of the Winter Shows
with an ongoing committee of several
women from the region and chaired by
someone elected by the committee .
The elected person serves on the
board of managers. The Agricultural
Extension Service home economics
professionals of the county have always provided stable, modern, uninterrupted leadership to the committees as they planned and developed
their annual presentations. Their program is far-reaching, including those
topics which aren't necessarily covered in quite the same way out in the
county meetings. Each year the women's meetings now draw the largest

single crowd of all of the seminars.
Early in the history of the women's
meetings, some of the local clubs
provided leadership. The Fairfax-Andover Social Circle, as they were
called in the second decade of the
20th century, served as hostesses for
women 's programs for many years. A
very popular meeting place was the
Methodist and Presbyterian Churches
located in Crookston . Social groups of
this nature, while they were active
cooperators in the early history of the
Winter Shows, are now part of the
women 's division planning committee.
Educational sessions about livestock were much a part of the study in
the 1920's and 1930's but these were
discontinued in the 1950's due to low
attendance. This is understandable
when one considers that livestock
producers at the Winter Shows are
always busy with their full docket of
show competition and of purebred
livestock sales. There isn't time during
the show for the educational activities.
Youth activities were emphasized

beginning about the time of World
War I, and these have continued to
grow in importance. The youth work of
the board of managers includes farm
youth and youth from the cities and
villages. Most interesting to us today
were the earlier educational contests,
including spelling, declamation, essay
writing, and posture competition . The
prominence of the country schools
produced such an emphasis . Crops
judging by FFA. 4-H, and regional
schools of agriculture teams began in
the early 1920's. Today nearly 1,000
youngsters are involved from FFA and
4-H judging in the Red River Basin.
Educational programming in Extension and FFA uses the Winter Shows
as an additional opportunity for competition.
For approximately 30 years, a Boys
and Girls Club conference was held, at
which some of the planning and
coordination of the district 4-H work
was conducted. This was first led by
A.J. Kittleson and after him by H.H.
Pflughoeft. These extension leaders
were located at the Northwest Experiment Station shortly after 1910

The purebred livestock sale days filled the livestock showring to the hilt with buyers and spectators . It was an exciting setting
for the seller and buyer of top quality purebred livestock. This was the 1941 Sale.
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and until 1940 when the 4-H distri ct
office was moved to St . Paul. Today
there 's a full gamut of crop judg ing ,
livestock teams, and dairy teams , as
well as a grain clinic emphasiz ing
clean grain production and storage , An
arts-in extravaganza for 4-H youth is
an exciting , recent development. A
talent festival has been conducted for
over 25 years, with rather attractive
cash prizes for those who are judged
winners , The Minnesota da iry princess
is involved , and a youth horse husbandry clinic and judging contest are
on the scene . In add ition there are a
cow clipping contest, a dog show, a
futurity livestock show, and pony rides
and a children's barnyard for the tiny
children.
The great American i nstitution--the
banquet for entertainment , for fun and
fellowship--was an earl y item among
Winter Shows events . In the past
history of the W i nter Shows these
banquets tended to be held early in the
even ing, followed by lectures in the
evening program . Today there are
midday banquets as well as evening
banquets. Banquet speakers are not as
popular today. Even ing lectures have

practically d isappeared .
Food , of course, is important to
those who come to see the Show . The
restaurants and private clubs in
Crookston have always been good
hosts. For nearly forty years the ladies
of the Methodist and of the Trinity
Lutheran Churc h provided coffee , pie ,
and grill foods at the old winter shows
buildings downtown . The story is told
that these hard-working ladies paid off
a su bstantial portion of the mortgage
on the new Tr inity Church with proceeds from their annual feeding of the
crowds at the Farm Crop Show . At
present, the food concess ion in the
new buildings is under the control of
the W inter Shows board of managers .
Beginning about World War I a
trend fo r various organizational meetings during Winter Shows began and
grew for nearly a 30-year period , The
various commodity groups , the new
Northwest School Alumn i Association , the purebred livestock associat ions , the board of managers, Crops
and Soils Associat ion, for example,
would use the Winter Shows as a time
to meet, for fellowship and business
discussion . A few annual meetings

were scheduled for that time of year.
As an example, the program of one
of the early 1920 Winter Shows
included the following meetings : Red
River Valley Guernsey Breeders , Red
River Valley Holstein Breeders, Crookston Association of Public Affairs, Red
River Valley Livestock Association ,
Red River Valley Dairymen 's Association , Crops and Soils Association,
Boys ' and Girls ' Club Conference, Red
River Valley Development Association, Northwest School of Agriculture
Alumni, the Seventh District Women 's
Clubs , the Northwest Minnesota Press
Association and the Northwest annual
meetings at the Winter Shows,
Today there is so much other activ ity of a general nature that the organizations tend to have their annual
meetings at less busy t imes of the
year. While they might get togetherfor
a banquet or some social event,
meet ings at the time of the Winter
Shows by commodity or breed-related
groups aren 't scheduled ,
The Red River Valley Development
Association , however, still holds its
annual meeting , where it merely reorganizes for the year ahead. The

The Northwest Singers and the Special Winter Shows Orchestra gathered together over a three decade span of time, The
singers and musicians came from surrounding communities . After a two -hour or so rehearsal. they'd put on an evening concert
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Winter Shows board of managers will
schedule a full meeting during the
latter part of the show to evaluate and
record observations and make corrections as they look ahead to another
year. Most other planning groups tend
to meet at other times . For instance, in
the women·s division, very shortly
after the show was closed, the
women's division committee will meet
to evaluate and begin planning for
another year. The women 's committee
has established a system of committee membership which rotates . They
plan well, with experienced committee persons, and bring in new members regularly.
Governmental Involvement - The
Winter Shows became an early focal
point for discussion of governmental
affairs. This idea began at the time of
World War I with a group known as the
Crookston Association of Public Affairs, which really carried on for nearly
a 30-year period . This was the group
that invited legislators, congressmen,
governors, the secretary of agriculture
and other notable leaders to visit the
Winter Shows. As local leadership

changed, the invitation and sponsoring of public affairs events became
part of the managing and arrangements by the Winter Shows board of
managers, beginning about the mid
1950's. The Experiment Station, the
School of Agriculture, and now the
college have assisted. Today a noon
luncheon is held to which Chambers of
Commerce ag committees in the area
and top state and federal government
officials are invited, not only to be at
the luncheon and share observations
and concerns with the people and
react to questions from the audience,
but also to see the Show and visit with
people informally.This opportunity for
dialogue is valued by those in
government and those who live here
locally. The senators, representatives,
and legislators would prefer to come
and be quite free to visit at the Show
and talk informally, rather than meet
with particular pressure groups waiting to make specific requests.
The board of managers has a
challenge here, and a great opportunity to invite legislators from outside
of the Valley and expose them to the
agriculture and way of life in this great

northwest section of the State.
Music and song were missed by the
pioneers out on the land . Sing-a longs
were introduced before the lectures to
satisfy this need. These were an
inspiring part of every program. The
Department of Music at the Northwest
School of Agriculture provided great
choral and sing-along leadership.
Lucile Holiday, Ann Simley and A.H .
Larson are among those who are dear
to the hearts of people wholived in the
1920·s and 1930's. Newspaper reports suggest that " the rafters rocked·'
with the singing of the audience as
they joined in the national anthem,
popular ballads, and the famous Red
River Valley song. In fact, there was a
special song created called "The Farm
Crop Show", which was sung with a
great deal of gusto.
Another feature of several shows
was the pageant where historical
developments would be acted on the
stage. C.G. Selvig was a great writer of
pageants, assisted by other members
ofthe community and of the staff ofthe
Northwest School of Agriculture. The
pageants were then produced by 4-H
groups or by groups organized at

as well as sing for events including celebrity speakers. The late T.W. Thors on directed this group for nearly twenty years--the
last concert celebrated the dedication of the new facility north of Crookston in 1962.
•

19

large, with representation from each
county . These pageants were used to
emphasize the progress made with
new farm practices and new ideas that
provided assistance to the farmwife as
she struggled to be a mother, a
partner, and a community leader. The
assistance of AJ. Kittleson, who was
the district4-H club leader, and laterof
H.H . Pflughoeft, and of county agents
really made the pageant idea successful. The organization, practice,
and production were great experience
for those who participated . Fun and
learning took place . Lifelong friends
were developed.
While this kind of approach was
very much needed in those early days,
the radio, television, hi-fi, and you
name it, are an entirely d ifferent form
of entertainment today, and it just may
well be that a sing-along may not be
appreciated at the 75th annual educational seminars of the Winter
Shows.
A regional musical effort of longtime duration was the formation of a
group called the Northwest Singers .
This group evolved in 1918 when
a number of small choral groups from
the 12-county area gathered for a
couple hours of practice in the
afternoon to prepare a choral concert
for the evening. This unit became
quite famous , and at peak there were
over 200 singers who met annually to
sing the fa~ous Farm Crop ~ows
ballad and more formal and classical
mus ic for the enjoyment of those who
attended the shows . The Crookston
municipal band, the Fertile orchestra,
the Northwest School musical groups,
among qthers, provided music for

Fun at the Winter Shows--Barrel racing is keen competition.

many events . Many barbershop
groups performed individually or as
part of the Northwest Singers program. A rather active group was the
Ross Brothers quartet, including Ferd,
Henry, Otto and August Ross, from the
Fisher area. The Ross Brothers traveled by sleigh from Fisher to Crookston to perform . A Ross quartet also
sang with the Northwest Singers . Ferd
Ross will be remembered as the father
of Walter Ross, who lives in the Fisher
area . The Northwest Singers continued for many years under the
leadership of a number of people . The
longest, most influential leader was
T.W. Thorson of the Crookston Public
Schools. The last time this group assembled with about 120 singers was
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at the ded ication of the new arena and
facilities built in 1961. T.W. Thorson
conducted this choral group and they
received a standing ovation. It was a
moment when the human family of the
Valley seemed to speak and hear a
language dear to the hearts of all.
An enriching and continuing source
of educational leadership for the
Winter Shows , beginning in the 20's
and lasting until 1960's. was provided
by agricultural development agents for
the railroads . John Haw, Paul Wagner,
AJ . Dexter and Tony Meisen provided
a great deal of leg work and frontline
leadership. Through the years they
were able to assist with getting
special train schedules for the Winter
Shows , with bringing in topnotch
agricultural speakers, with arranging
for sleeping cars on sidings, with
helping entertain VI P guests, and
providing technical leadership in the
conduct of the Crop Show and the
livestock shows . These men were the
front-line, technical advisors for pioneer farmers who purchased railroad
land. Of course, other farmers benefited too .
To summarize, the Winter Shows
started out as the first organized adult
education activity for the pioneer farm
families in the Red River Basin. The
women 's programs, seminars, lectures , demonstrations, crops show,
youth activities, livestock show and
sale, the poultry and pet show, the
farm service show, and added special
events have changed with the changing methods and life styles of making a
living in the Red River Basin. People
stil l come 40,000 strong for fellowship, for learning and for fun in the
middle of a long winter.

CHAPTER V

Government and Sponsorship
of the Winter Shows
Webster's dictionary defines the
word govern "to guide or to direct or to
decide." Further. the word government is defined as "t he act or process
of managing. especially referring to a
governing body or organization ."
Certa inly. in 1910 the guiding force
and directing body or organization of
the first annual Short Course and Farm
Crop Show was Superintendent C.G.
Selvig and the staff of the Northwest
School and Experiment Station . By the
time the second year rolled around.
citizen-leaders in business and in the
professions in Crookston joined the
University staff.
The history of the guiding and
governing organization which planned and operated the Winter Shows
each year is a story of vision for the
future. of courage to try something
new. There were voices among the
agricultural leaders which suggested
that a strong agriculture could not
develop in the Red River Basin unless
there were livestock. Consequently.
the Dairymen's Association. the
Poultrymen's Association and the Red
River Valley Livestock Breeders were
among the earliest commodity groups
to become associated with the Show.
Even though a livestock show in
midwinter was a question mark.
livestock farmers needed every help
available to successfully raise livestock in the rugged winters out on the
prairie. The Crops Show generated
wide interest. As a result. a special
organization. the Red River Valley
Development Association. was set up
in 1914. This group had representatives from each of the ten counties
and was the first association to give
financial aid. They adopted the Farm
Crops Show and built wide regional
support. They scoured the countryside
and secured top-level premiums. Until
1920 it was this Red River Valley
Development Association which was
the guiding and governing body of the
Winter Shows. Other commodity
groups were cooperating but weren 't
providing governing service to the
annual Short Course and Farm Crop
Show. The building of the new buildings in downtown Crookston brough!

on new problems. The nature of the
Red River Valley Development Association did not provide for owning
buildings nor could the mod~
Propriations provided by each county
be used for constructing buildings.
The Red River Valley Livestock
Association was beginning to come
alive through the efforts of agricultural
leaders who realized the importance
of livestock as part of the future
farming scene. County breeding associations had been formed in the
early part of the decade. and a Red
River Valley Livestock Breeders Association was organized in 1914 at the
short course. In 1917 this group
reorganized at a Development Association meeting in Warren and were
formally incorporated in 1918 under
the laws of the State of Minnesota as
the Red River Valley Livestock Association. Inc. It became the only
organization cooperating with the
Winter Shows which could own property. When the push came to erect
buildings and facilities in the immediate area of the new armory.
therefore. the Red River Valley Livestock Association took on that task.
The leadership of the Livestock
Association and of the Development

Association included many of the
same people. For nearly four decades.
20's, 30's and 40's and even extending into the 50's. there was a
strong cross-linking of directorships
between the Winter Shows board of
managers and the government of the
Red River Valley Livestock Association. A quick look at the old premium
books for those decades will show the
name of a University staff member as
president of both organizations. The
livestock association became the
leading cooperator in the fund drive for
the first two buildings: the livestock
pavilion in 1918 and the big livestock
barn in 1919. The third building.
which was built in 1920. met with
some internal differences among the
cooperating groups and with the postWorld War I recession. It began to
dawn upon leaders of the Winter
Shows that the title to the Red River
Valley Winter Shows facilities bY 'a
single commodity group might well be
providing the shows with some problems.
Consequently. the government of
the Winter Shows took on a new name
in 1 920. the Winter Shows Board of
Managers. and from that time the
government of the exposition repre-
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sented Valley-wide commodity and
farm-related organizations . Except for
a few years in the late 1940's, this
rather loosely organized board of
managers has planned and operated
the Red River Valley Winter Shows
annually, even though the title to the
buildings belonged to the Red River
Valley Livestock Association.
In the 1940's, problems developed
within the governing body of the
Winter Shows. The board of managers
was an organization of commodity
groups and agricultural agencies joined informally for the common welfare
of the Winter Shows . They succeeded
in organizing grass roots volunteer
committees in the original ten counties and swelling the number to 14
counties by the 1930's. The Northwest School and Experiment Station
grew greatly in influ ence and respect,
especially in the Red River Basin and
even across the State and was noted
for its top-level professional people
and the caliber of leadership each one
brought to a particular area of expertise , as in soils, agronomy, livestock, or horticu Iture. These leaders
then became the " government in
being " behind the scenes for the
annual Winter Shows.
As sometimes happens in loosely
knit organizations, it's easier to do the
job of planning and leadership yourself than to go out and maintain that
v~ry important level of volunteer
leadership out at the grass roots. That
kind of situation nearly resulted in the
demise of the Red River Valley Winter
Shows. In 1948 the 30-year charter of
the livestock group expired, and a
move was made to declare the Red
River Valley Livestock Association,
Inc. as illegal with no state charter.

While the Show kept rolling each year,
it took a protracted lawsuit to settle
the issue, which finally ended up in the
State Supreme Court, which ruled in
favor of the Red River Valley Winter
Shows Board of Managers.
Before the lawsuit, some explanation is helpful. The last of the three
buildings built after World War I was
built in 1920. The Livestock Association raised some serious questions as
to whether they ought to be involved
in building a building for an industrial
show. The fund raising fizzled. The
banks loaned money to build the major
portion of the industrial building, and
it wasn't paid off until 1940. The
Livestock Association was liable for
paying the debts, as they had title to
the buildings even though all organizations had helped raise the money.
Income to the Livestock Association
from renting the structures didn't
make full payments on the principal.
The board of managers handled the
modest income from tickets and concession booths which barely paid
expenses of the show. Thus , there was
a situation where misunderstandings
could and did develop . Further detail
on the lawsuit is noted in Chapter 11 .
With the lawsuit settled, the board
of managers went to work forthwith
and officially incorporated under
Minnesota nonprofit laws with appropriate articles of incorporation and
bylaws. Generally the articles called
for carrying on the work of the Show
and related activities with a broad
enough charge to meet the changing
scene in agricultural production. The
articles did place additional emphasis
on the participation of any Valley-wide
commodity organization or other related farm institutions who wished to

have a person on the board of managers by making application. Such application was considered on its merits
and voted upon. The original articles
of incorporation have been amended
officially and the amendments lodged
with the Secretary of State on two
occasions since that time.
In 1960 the articles were adjusted
to include additional agricultural organizations. This action provided for a
membership of no fewer than nine on
the board, a number divisible by three,
and one-third to be elected each year.
The amendment was necessary when
the new building program was being
funded and when a great deal of
interest on the part of several Valleywide organizations expressed interest
in the government of the Show.
Organizations at that time which were
expressing an interest were the Vo Ag
Teachers Association, the Soil Conservation Districts, the Farm Bureau ,
Farmers Union, NFO, Potato Growers
Association, the Sugarbeet Growers
Association , and the Minnesota Crop
Improvement Association .
Again, in 1972 the official articles
were amended, adding appropriate
language to the articles needed by the
Bureau of Internal Revenue so that
anyone giving funds to the Red River
Valley Winter Shows could fit under
the new laws which regulated charitable and educational giving. Further,
the amendment provided that if the
Winter Shows as an organization is
ever dissolved the assets shall pass on
to an organization providing similar
charitable and educational service to
society.
Since the first set was drawn up in
1953, the bylaws have been changed
several times to fit the changing scene

Summer meeting of the Crops and Soils Association in 1924. A picnic, a look at crop variety plots. and some planning for the
next crop show were on the agenda.
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of governmental needs on governing
the Winter Shows . One of the first
official listings of the organizations
that were cooperating to plan and
guide the Show each year was announced about 1916. This group
included the Crookston Commercial
Club, the Farm Bureau, the Red River
Valley Livestock Breeders Association, the Northern Minnesota Poultry
Association, the Red River Valley
Dairymen's Association, and the Red
River Valley Development As~ocia
tion . While the Crookston Commercial
Club is now called the Crookston Area
Chamber of Commerce , all these organizations, while differing in character, still are among the cooperating
organizations today among a total of
21 different groups.
The strength of the volunteerism
effort began to wane with the emerging of the World War II and the
recovery period that followed. Unfortunately, a lot of the planning and
directing was done by very few
people, most of whom were on the
staff and administration of the Northwest School and Experiment Station.
This is one of the factors that may have
led to the misunderstanding resulting
in the lawsuit. The downtrend of grass

roots volunteerism seemed to reach a
low point after the lawsuit was settled
and after the Winter Shows board of
managers became officially incorporated.
The associate dean of the Institute
of Agriculture, Forestry and Home
Economics, T.H. Fenske, requested
that a good look be taken at the
relationship between the Northwest
School and Experiment Station and
the Winter Shows . His observation
was "The Winter Shows is a very good
institution in northwest Minnesota but
it is too heavy a drag on the superintendent and staff of the University.
This needs adjusting ."
The board took a good look in 195657. They found serious parking problems, public safety hazards in the
buildings, not enough space for concessioners and University personnel
more involved than appropriate for a
14-county regional activity. The board
members held meetings out in the
counties. They were surprised at the
solid encouragement to do something
about the Red River Valley Winter
Shows. The theme of the new effort,
which surfaced in 1957 and grew to a
rather loud clamor in 1958, was to
" Grow or Die ." After a lot of dis-

cussion, the idea surfaced to dispose
of the property in downtown Crookston and use the proceeds, along with
conducting a regional-wide fund drive,
to purchase land and build a facility
adjacent to the City of Crookston .
The big stumbling block was that
the board of managers really had no
title to the buildings. They had no
debts but also very modest funds in
the bank. They had a responsible
credit reputation but little or no physical assets. Other organizations supporting the Show at that time had even
less money in the banks. The Red
River Valley Livestock Association had
title to the buildin9s .
At a meeting in the fall of 1957 the
president of the Red River Valley
Winter Shows reported to the Red
River Valley Livestock Association
directors and advisory members on
the findings of the board of managers.
He said relocation was essential if the
Show was to continue. He pointed out
that the Livestock Association owned
these buildings and could build the
needed facilities if they wished. He
reported that the Winter Shows board
of managers was now incorporated
and could own real estate. On motion
by Arlan Stangeland and duly sec-
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onded, the Livestock Association
moved to study the building needs.
At their annual meeting on February
24, 1958, the committee report was
presented and discussed. Upon motion by Bob Schafer and duly seconded, a unanimous decision by the
Red River Valley Livestock Association was made to turn over title to their
downtown show buildings to the Red
River Valley Winter Shows Board of
Managers, Inc . The motion required
that should the Winter Shows ever
cease, the title to such buildings
would revert to the Livestock Association. The latter stipulation was rescinded at a later meeting.
Additionally, the Red River Valley
Livestock Association asked to have
four members on the board of managers--each represent ing a separate
class of livestock. The legal counsel of

C. G. Selvig
1910 - 1927

T. A. Hoverstad
1895 - 1905

A. A. Dowell
1928 - 1937

William Robertson
1905 - 1910

T. M. McCall
1938 - 1956

B. E. Youngquist
1956 - 1982

J. R. Lofgren
1982 - 1984

G. P. Nornes
1984 -

The Superintendents of the Northwest Experiment Station were among the frontline volunteers and four of them served as
president of the Winter Shows for 72 years. The bylaws were adjusted in 1981 to encourage a change in this practice. The four
superintendents who served are pictured here along with the two presidents who served most recently.
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the Winter Shows studied the actions
taken by the Livestock Association,
and the board of managers were advised they could legally move on accepting custody of the buildings and
land. Four places on the new board of
managers from the Livestock Association were duly elected at a subsequent
meeting.
Action went ahead immediately to
enlarge the board of managers to
include additional organizations . Currently, there are 24 members authorized by the bylaws representing 21
different organizations . Some organizations, of course, are more active
than others. It is interesting to note,
however, that the three original strong
leadership organizations which really
provided the key governing minds and
guides for the Winter Shows are
largely the same : the Red River Valley
Livestock Association, the Red River
Valley Development Association and
the University of Minnesota , now including the Technical College, the
Northwest Experiment Station and the
Extension Service out in the 14
counties. These three have now been
joined by 16 other farm orfarm-related
organizations. The trend of too much
involvement
by
University-based
leadership was thereby reversed. This
may well be the most significant
governance change in the history of
the shows.
The board has been reorganized
into a strong regional committee
structure and the idea of the managership responsibility of each board
member is stronger than ever at this
time in history. With attendance
growth from a few thousand people to
nearly 40,000 and ownership of property in excess of three million dollars,
however, the details of accounting and
leg work in between board meetings
are such that full-time help is needed
for accomplishing details in an orderly
manner. An interesting note is that the
superintendents of the Agricultural
Experiment Station have been president of the board of managers for 72
years! President Youngquist began
working on the change in that format
about three years before retirement,
and one year prior to his retirement the
presidency of the board of managers
changed after appropriate revision of
the bylaws. Currently, the president
can serve two years and must come up
through the ranks of vice presidency
and have the personal qualifications of
leadership and experience. A full-time
manager was hired July 1, 1983. A
complete I ist of the board of managers

members , with organizations they
represent, is found in the appendix,
together with the officers at the time
this history was written .
In summary, the government of the
Winter Shows has gone from a very
loose kind of grass roots cooperative
effort to a more sophisticated nonprofit, tax- exempt corporation, incorporated under the laws of the State of
Minnesota and broadly represented by
the maior aqricultural organizations in
northwestern Minnesota. The corporation is a nonprofit charitable and
educational organization formed for
the purpose of enhancing the quality
of life as lived on the land and on the
urban scene in northwestern Minnesota. It engages in educational activities which today complement but
not duplicate those carried on by other
organizations, agencies, and individuals here in the Red River Basin . It is a
membership corporation and operates
under rather strict articles and bylaws.
If any organization ceases to provide
any real ongoing usefulness in northwestern Minnesota or fails to do its
part in the governing leadership it can
be dropped from a membership role.
Of course, it's impossible for a board
of managers of 24 members to be part
of the everyday management. A strong
executive committee has been formed
of members of rather longtime tenure
who are able to handle the details of
planning that go with each show.
Every board member is included on
one or more committees and has
responsibility for his or her particular
sector.
At best, it's still a rather loose
aggregation for planning the exposition looked forward to by a lot of
people in the middle of a long winter.
The Winter Shows hasn 't lost one year
in a 75-year span . Partial concellation
took place at the time of the flu
epidemic in 1919 and during the war
effort in 1939. Meetings were called
off both times, but the crops , livestock,
and industrial show were held.
Selected lists of officers, board
members and committees are included in the appendix . There is a set of
closely guarded bound volumes of all
of the premium books and program
books since 1910 in safe storage.
These volumes include the list of
directors and committees for any year
about which the reader might have a
question.
Someone raised the question,
"What's the secret of the Red River
Valley Winter Shows?" It's a grass
roots organization . It has never asked
for a cent of Uncle Sam 's government

25

money to build new buildings and buy
land. How can they keep going 75
years and stay afloat when one sees
volunteer organizations start and stop
several times during even one lifetime? Other parts of this historical
writing have made reference to the
volunteer board of managers who plan
and operate the Show each year.
These volunteers represent the frontline organizations and institutions in
northw.est Minnesota. This group of
24 people is undergirded by about 300
additional volunteers organized into
committees out in the 14 counties.
New board members are added as new
organizations petition for and are
granted membership.
An interesting development currently is the growth of a new organization known as the County King
Agassiz Association. Again , it's a
loosely organized aSSOCiatIOn of
young couples who have been elected
as county kings and gone through the
King Agassiz coronation ceremony.
Because they have developed a sense
of belonging to each other, of having a
common interest, they like to get
together. That doesn 't mean that every
county king is gung-ho and active, but
enough of them are so that it's a
growing organization, and it may well
be that some day as a group they'll
take on other interests besides the
Red River Valley Winter Shows King
Agassiz activity.
The land grant University of Minnesota leadership for service and education, of course, is the ongoing
stabilizing leadership, always there to
provide expertise as needed.
In the years ahead, the government
ofthe Winter Shows will be especially
challenged to maintain the kind of
membership that is responsive to
what's happening among organizations in northwestern Minnesota .
Special attention will need to be given
to the maintenance of a strong
volu'nteer corps of planners, doers,
and participants in this mid-winter
agricultural exposition . The process of
new membership election to the board
of managers must always be a careful
procedure of communication . No organization should have a membership
on the board of managers if it can't
meet the commitments for the cooperative undertaking each year. Also,
no person should be a member of the
board of managers unless there is a
commitment of time, energy, and
substance to the ongoing effort. They
must be people respected in their
communities .

Community farm clubs created production booths demonstrating what was happening in their section of the Valley--1915 to
1930.

"Crookston's Only Independent
Community Bank"

"You Know Us, We Know You"
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1226 University Avenue AUTO BANK
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CHAPTER VI

Origin of the Winter Shows,
Who Kept it Going,
and Who Is Active Today
Farming in the Red River Basin was
in its infancy at the time the Winter
Shows came on the scene. Farmers
were having a lot of difficulty raising
crops on what was largely soggy sod.
Management of crop and livestock
production required long hours of hard
labor in all kinds of weather. Farm
locations were few and far between.
Often the closest neighbor might live
half a day's travel away . Roads were
nothing but trails on the prairie.
Railroads were beginning to provide useful service to major sections of
the region. Mail service was in the
early stages of formation . Newspapers
and magazines were rare in the usual
farm home. There were practically no
county agents and Vo-Ag teachers in
northwestern Minnesota at the time
the Winter Shows became a reality.
The only professional agriculture
agents were the railroad agriculture
development officers.
People out on the land were hungry
for information. They wanted to know
more about how to manage this rich,
black soil. In the late 1800's, farmers
began to form organizations for the
purpose of promoting their interests
and especially for exchanging experiences. Agricultural research was
about 40 years old in the United
States, and most of the research effort
going on was far east of the Mississippi River. The Northwest Experiment Station was a new idea in the
Valley and experiencing very sharp
growing pains. Farmers wanted to
hear about the happenings at this
"state experiment farm".
It is not surprising that the Farm
Crops Show (the Winter Shows today)
began at the Northwest School and
Agricultural
Experiment
Station.
Superintendent Conrad Selvig, the
staff of the school and station, and
citizens from Crookston and surrounding area, saw a need for service and
education for these pioneer farm families. An Annual Short Course was
launched in 1910, and the man on the
street dubbed it the Farm Crops Show.
The official title in the early days was

the Annual Short Course and Farm
Crops Show. While the University provided the educational leadership and
much ofthe organizational planning at
the outset, Crookston community
leaders, including bankers, machinery
dealers, legislators and farmers,
joined in to lend a hand in the development of this educational and social
event.
People were especially anxious to
talk because there weren 't any telephones, radios, or electrical power.
Successful short courses were being
conducted by University agriculture
and home economics specialists beginning in the 1880's in southern
Minnesota. These were largely a
community affair, however. Superintendent Selvig and his staff envisioned
a larger field of service for northwestern Minnesota -- all counties
needed service now. Everybody cooperated to give the new vision life
and form . A few neighborhood clubs,
including women's groups, expressed
immediate interest. The early Farm
Crops Shows sparked new organizations of farmers and farmers' wives,
who I~d forward to the midwinter
break. People from all over the Red
River Basin came on trains to spend
several days learning, making new
friends, and just getting away from
home for a break, for even as little as a
day or more was most welcome in the
long, lonesome winters .
The following is a list of the various
organizations who have been associated with the Winter Shows, along
with a brief history of each organization. An asterisk indicates the organization, group or institution that
belonged in the early years and is still
active today. Otherwise an approximate date is given for those which
became supporting cooperators with
the Red River Valley Winter Shows
Board of Managers, Inc.
• Northwest School, Experiment
Station and Agricultural Extension
Service -- All three ofthese arms ofthe
University were located here by 1910
or shortly thereafter on the land given
by James J . Hill for the purpose of
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starting an experiment station and
then building a school of agriculture to
teach what was learned on the "state
experiment farm. " About the middle of
the second decade of this century, the
Agricultural Extension Service became part of the local government
scene in northwestern Minnesota.
These three educational. research,
and service arms of the University
have provided the major stabilizing
force for leadership and direction
during the 75-year history.
Minnesota Vocational Agricultural
Instructors Association (1958) -Several individual vocational agriculture teachers participated annually in
show activities from the 1920's onward. The Vo-Ag Teachers Association voted to request membership on
the Winter Shows Board in the late
1950's. Their students, the blue
jacketed FFA members, are a familiar
sight at the Winter Shows and make
up a substantial part of the annual
youth participation in the various
judging contests and other educational events. The Winter Shows
provides a unique opportunity for the
teachers of vocational agriculture in
their educational and training programs. The Minnesota Vocational
Agricultural Teachers Association
has provided ongoing expert leadership as a cooperating organization for
nearly 30 years.
·The Red River Valley Dairymen's
Association -- This association is one
ofthe very oldest commodity groups in
the Red River 8'asin and has one of the
longest records of working with
Winter Shows. The Dairymen's Association was organ ized under the
leadership of Torger Hoverstad, the
first superintendent of the Northwest
Experiment
Station.
Cooperative
creameries were just beginning to be
formed in the different communities,
and the time was ripe for an organization of processors as well as producers of dairy products to promote
interests of the dairy industry. The Red
River Valley Dairymen 's Association
continues today and is active in
helping plan and sponsor the Honored
Dairymen 's Banquet and the Dairy

Show and related dairy production
activities at the annual Winter Show. It
was the first livestock association to
step up as a serious cooperator.
*Minnesota Red River Valley Development Association -- Providing
Crops Show premiums , recogn ition
plaques and the like soon became a
problem for the first organizers and
leaders of the Farm Crops Show .
While business, banks, newspapers
and othe r industry were very generous
in the first two or three years of the
show, such an annual provision became a burden on a few individuals.
Conrad Selvig , superintendent of
the station, was the kind of person that
thrived on getting the job done
despite the problems along the way.
He envisioned the Winter Shows as a
northwestern Minnesota educational
and agricultural developmental force.
Through his efforts , county governments became interested i n the Red
River Valley Winter Shows , and after
some enabling legislation , the counties were authorized to appropriate
monies to help with selected operational needs . No county funds, however, could be used for constructing
new buildings.
In these early years there wasn't any
legal organization to receive such
monies . Consequently a Red River
Valley Development Association was
established; its purpose was to promote and develop the industry of

agriculture through the efforts of the
Winter Shows . A constitution and bylaws were developed which called for
each county board to appoint a citizen
in the county to the membership board
of the Development Association . The
responsibilit ies of the board were and
still are to expend the appropriations
by each of the 14 counties for those
projects at the Winter Shows which
are sponsored by the Red River Valley
Development Associatio il:-i'he superintendent of the AgriclIltural Experiment Station has always been a director-at-Iarge.
In the 1920's and 30's, the Red
River Valley Development Association
was also active in matters of general
public
concern to
northwestern
Minnesota . For instance, in matters of
drainage, soil conservation , water
management, and Red River Valley
Winter Shows management , the board
of the Development Association could
make recommendations and forward
resolutions to appropriate agencies .
Today that kind of action does surface
from time to time; however, the major
effort of the board of directors is
confined to the several projects which
they underwrite at the Winter Shows.
The Association was officially incorporated as a nonprofit agricultural rural
life development association in the
1950's when Dr. Olaf Soine was
president. The new name adopted was
M innesota Red River Valley Develop-

ment Association , Inc .
Today the board is organized with
an executive committee and a project
committee to carry out the policies of
the full board. Each of the counties in
northwestern Minnesota has one person on the board who serves for a
period of three years . One-third of the
board members are re-elected or
replaced in accordance with the
w ishes of the county commissioners
each year. The officers are elected at
the annual meeting held each year
during the Winter Shows schedule .
Currently, they are expending a budget
of about $13,000 annually, provided
jointly by each of the 16 county units
in northwestern Minnesota. The Development Association now concerns
itself with four human resource recognition and development projects
as well as with the Crops Show section
of the Winter Shows . The Red River
Valley Development Association has
adopted a philosophy of recognizing
c ivic leadership at the grassroots
level. These people are recognized as
the real builders of life in the Red River
Basin .
The Valley Farmer and Homemaker
Honors Banquet is 46 years old and
still a top event of each show. Here a
farm couple is honored, usually a man
and his wife , who have largely made it
in the business of farming. They are
selected by a committee of their peers

The competition among crops, livestock, and other judging contests began about 1913 . Above includes teams from
Minnesota, North Dakota, and Manitoba . FFA, 4-H, Schools of Agriculture, and Farmers clubs are represented with
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out in the county, aided by the county
extension director. They are chosen
for stable management of their farming enterprise, for solid family capabilities, for their service to community
and government, for their service to
their church , and for their stewardship
over the soil and water resources. The
Agricultural Extension Service is the
key cooperating organization which
facilitates this project at a high level
year after year.
The King Agassiz project was
started by the Development Association 24 years ago. This was a project in
which the Winter Shows wished to
recognize the young couples or single
individuals here in northwest Minnesota who are coming up the ladder of
leadership and civic responsibility.
Here again, the county kings are
selected by their peers in each county
and are recognized as a County King
Agassiz during the county fairs or
other events . These county kings and
their spouses come to the Red River
Valley Winter Shows where they
compete for the title of King Agassiz of
the Winter Shows . The king is then the
representative of the Winter Shows for
the year ahead in various affairs and
events in the region . The project has
succeeded well, with the emerging
leadership rising to the top each year.
They have now formed their own
association for fellowship and service
purposes to Winter Shows .

The most recent human resource
effort is the Builder of the Valley
Award. Here the Development Association recognizes the quiet but yet
substantive grassroots citizen who
shows personal growth in the region .
The judging group is interested in the
kind of people who provide unusual
and extended leadership in their
sector of the Valley. The committee
looks for a person who has made a
substantial contribution to the community, the state and the nation as
well as who has the ability to make a
living for himself and his family . Two
such awards have been given to date
and may not be presented each year. A
committee from the board studies the
candidates carefully in terms of the
criteria which have been established.
The fourth human resource program
is that of supporting youth programs,
including expenses for plaques and
premiums for demonstrations and
contests.
Another major effort of the Development Association is furnishing
premium monies for Crop Show
. winners each year. The Association
continues to provide continuing and
dependable cooperative support to
the Red River Valley Winter Shows .

• Red River Valley Livestock Association -- This group was formed in
the second decade around the time of
World War I when livestock raising

their coaches and judges-1929.
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became a more prominent part of the
Winter Shows. The livestock scientists of the Northwest Experiment
Station provided the leadership for the
organization of livestock breeders of
the region and have actually been part
of the association in one form or
another continuously. The Livestock
Association was incorporated under
Minnesota Laws in 1918 and began to
assume responsibilityforthe livestock
show section of the Winter Shows .
There was strong feeling among agricultural leaders that livestock had to
be part of the developing farming
scene here.
The armory was in the process of
being planned and built in downtown
Crookston beginning in 1914. It was
natural for people up and down the
Valley to envision that some facilities
for Winter Shows next to the armory
would be useful to the fast-growing
Winter Shows: At that time the Winter
Shows was planned and operations
were handled by an informal committee, the strongest cooperators
being the Red River Valley Development Association, the University, and
the businessmen from Crookston.
About 1916 there wasn't sufficient
room any place in downtown Crookston for holding the fast-growing
Livestock Show, including sheep, beef
and horses. Then in addition, there
was the Dairy Show encouraged and

sponsored by the Dairymen 's Association . In addition, the Poultry Show had
been invited to join forces with the
Winter Shows . It had been operating
by itself.
The effort came on fast to build a
building . Let's get along! But the war
effort delayed the action stage. The
Red River Valley Livestock Association was very young and st ill groping
for identity. Yet, with completion of
incorporation , it was the only group
which could take title to the property;
however, it really didn 't want to plan
and operate the W inter Shows each
year. So , rather loosely, the big drive
for funds developed. Shares were sold
up and down the Red River Basin to
build the first set of buildings and
details on this are well recorded in
Selvig 's book entitled "The Tale of
Two Valleys ".
The Livestock Association continued. The show grew fast and filled the
facilities year after year. For 40 years,
the Livestock Association owned the
buildings. They had a building committee to look after repairs . There was
always a hassle over who was to pay
for what as the Winter Shows board of
managers planned and operated the
show each year. By 1957 it became
apparent to the board that the facilities
downtown, while they were tremendous in 1920, were no longer useful to
the burgeoning needs of the Winter
Shows.
As a first step, the Livestock Association moved to turn over their title
to the facilities in downtown Crookston to the Winter Shows board of
managers, with the proviso that the
new facilities be built and the ~ive-
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stock Association
maintain four
people on the board . David Hoff,
farmer and member of the teaching
staff of the University of M innesota,
Crookston, is the current president of
the Livestock Association . The cooperative spirit and service of the Red
River Valley Livestock Association as a
major foundation block of the Red
River Valley Winter Shows is indeed a
story of faith and trust working together that can get the job done despite
problems.
Northwest Minnesota Crops and
Soils Association (1922) -- This
group of crop farmers was loosely
organized by Otto Bergh ,an agronomist at the Northwest Agricultural Experiment Station. It continued as an
informal organization of farmers and
seedsmen until the 1920' s, at which
time it developed its own constitution
and by-laws which lasted until the
Minnesota Crop Improvement Association began to have county associations in northwestern Minnesota. Ray
Dunham, former agronomist, was a
frontline leader for about 20 years . At
the time the Minnesota Crops and
Soils Association reorganized, with' a
member of each of the several County
Crop Improvement Associations providing membership for the new
Northwestern Minnesota Crops and
Soils Association. The association became the leader in planning the Crops
Show activities at the Red River Valley
Winter Shows , replacing somewhat
the detailed planning of the RRV De velopment Association.
In addition , they were helpful in
sending some of the new foundation
seed increases to southern locations

Minnesota Farm Bureau (1961)
The Minnesota Farm Bureau is an
organization of farm families organized for the purpose of developing and
working on matters of mutual interest .
The Farm Bureau became a continuing
supporter of the Red River Valley Winter Shows very early in Winter Shows
history. They were a primary group
who helped to launch the county
agent system in each county. The
group , however, didn 't have a person
on the board until the early 1960's.

Simplot
•

SOILBUILDERS
" Proudest Name in Farm Service"
Complete line
of fertilizers
and
farm chemicals
OFFICES LOCATED IN:
MINNESOTA
NORTH DAKOTA
Grafton
East Grand Forks
Langdon
Moorhead
Walhalla
Stephen
Hoople
Thief River Falls
Minto

for over winter increases. Seed was
then sent back to the Valley and
distributed through the county crop
improvement groups. Currently this
associat ion is not very active. It has a
modest amount of money on deposit
and in addition to being one of the
organizations on the Crops Show
committee, it does help from time to
ti me with cash support as needed.
Medard Yurtzenka, farmerfrom Argyle ,
is president.
The University of Minnesota Technical College (1968) -- In the late
1950's, the secondary level schools of
agriculture were quiet ly looking to
other opportunities for service to agricultural education . After the findings
of Bernie Youngquist's doctoral thesis
along with findings of a legislative
interim commission and an official
University of Minnesota in-house task
force study, the recommendation was
made to the legislature to begin phasing out the secondary level schools of
agriculture. A two-year collegiate institution built around the industry of
agriculture and related services was
initiated at Crookston and later at
Waseca. The Technical College at
Crookston began under Dr. Stanley
Sahlstrom's leadership in 1966, and
as an arm of the University has
st rongly supported in a substantial
way the present Red River Valley
Winter Shows. The college under Dr.
Sahlstrom's leadership has developed
a higher education seminar at the
Winter Shows, which is well attended
by all educators in northwestern Minnesota. Likewise, it supports the
Winter Shows substantially with service and leadership expertise as noted
in Chapter 11 .

Max Yield Says
" You 'll Profit
A Lot
With Simp lot"
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Red River Valley Potato Growers
Association (1962) -- The Potato
Growers Association is a two-state
organization representing growers
primarily from the Red River Valley.
They joined forces with other organizations in supporting the Winter
Shows in the early 1960's and provided assistance and leadership with

the Potato Show. For years the organization has had a seed potato seminar
at the Shows.
County King Agassiz Association
(1981) -- The King Agassiz project,
electing county kings annually in each
county and also the King Agassiz is
now 25 years old. These men formed
an organization with their own constitution and by-laws in the late 1970's.
The main purpose is to develop lead ership opportunities among the county kings and to provide support to the
Red River Valley Winter Shows .
Minnesota Crop Improvement
Association (1979) -- This is an
association of farmers and others intersted in the improvement of crop
varieties in the state of Minnesota. The
Minnesota Crop Improvement Association has always been interested in
the Red River Valley Winter Shows
and began to have more direct responsibility after the new building was built
and put into operation in 1962. Gradually the contribution of the Crop Improvement Association to the Crops
Show has increased and has really
replaced the old responsibilities of the
N.W . Crops and Soils Association . The
Minnesota Crop Improvement Association is a major support organization
now undergirding the Crops Show
Committee at the Red River Valley
Winter Shows . This wide-based
committee evaluates, changes, and
plans the show each year.
Minnesota Wheat Growers Association (1982) -- This is a commodity
organization of farmers established to
promote the welfare of the wheatgrowing industry in Minnesota and
beyond. Wheat producers are the
most recent commodity group to request representation on the board of
managers. Their support with grants of
money and with top level representation is encouraging . Their headquarters are in Red Lake Falls, where they
have built a building and where the
executive director and staff are located. This commodity group is affiliated
with other wheat-grower groups in the
country and already has impact on the
national and international scene.

·Women's Division -- Right from
the beginning in 1910, the Annual
Short Course included programming
for the women. The immediate success and enthusiastic response by the
women resulted in a local committee
from farm clubs to assist the home
economics teachers of the N.W.
School with planning. In the late

Leaders in the Red River Valley Livestock Association in the early 1950s. Front (L
to R): Lloyd Spielman, Eddie Gronseth, Rex Haugen, J. l. Delmore, James
Muzzy, Bernard Ward, (unable to identify). Top: Ron Baker, Sam Strand. William
Strickler. (unable to identify), Bennie Strickler, Benton Rindahl. Delmar Hagen.
Paul Billberg, Dennis Forsell. Odin Hanson.
1920's the agricultural extension service joined the effort. The earlier women's meetings extended over a four-tofive day period and continue so today
except that there's more variety and
more groups are included. The planning effort hit a low about the time the
School of Agriculture phased out and
the College was established. Sandy
Johnson, Crookston, provides history
on the excitfng growth of the women's
involvement since the mid-1960's.
Early 1960' s
The Women's Seminar was organized by the Agricultural ExtensionService in St. Paul with Miss Arlene
Barkheim, N.W. District Supervisor. A
one-day program, held in Bede Hall on
the campus of the N.W. School, included topics of general interest, a
luncheon, and a speaker. The county
extension staff promoted the program
out in the counties .
1968
UMC Faculty Women's Association
joined with the agricultural extension
service to plan and organize the
Women's Seminar. Under the general
chairmanship of Mrs. Jeannine Windels, the day has become a significant
event to the RRVWS .
1968-1973
The seminar was held in several
locations in downtown Crookston.
The day-long seminar included speakers and mini-sessions on such topics
as Fashion , a look Behind the Seams,
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Foodspiration, Ideas Galore for Home
Decor. A highlight was a luncheon and
style show. Crookston merchants
supported the style show and pro·
vided door prizes.
1972
The Women's Division was organized. The purpose was to plan and
coordinate an expanded women 's
program to take place in the newly
built National Guard Armory adjacent
to the Winter Shows building. The
committee included women from the
Red River Valley area, with Mrs. Jeannine Windels as chairman.
1973
This was the first year the Women's
Division began programming at the
Armory. Features were an Arts and
Crafts Day, Senior Citizens' Day, and
educational activities. It was the last
year the UMC Faculty Women's Association was involved with the seminar
held in downtown Crookston.
1974
This was the first year all activities
pertaining to the women's program
were held in the Armory.
1975
The president of the Women's Division became a member of the board of
managers. Mrs. Jeannine Windels
served as the first president of the
Women's Division from 1975-1977.
She was the first women to become a
member of the board of managers .

1977- Present
The Women 's Division is a committee of volunteers from the Red River
Valley area that plan and coordinate
the activities of the women 's program
held in the Armory . A committee
member serves a three- year term , The
president is elected from this commit tee , serves a three-year term , and
holds a position on the board of managers . The committee meets from
September through April. Programs
presently included are : an Arts and
Crafts Fair, educational demonstrations, Senior Citizens ' Day, Town and
Country Art Show, needlework display, and Women's Seminar.
Purpose of Women's Division
To foster information and educational programs with regard to the
resources of the Red River Valley area
and to conduct educational meetings
featuring problems confronting farmers and homemakers (i.e. men and
women of the Red River Valley) .
Visions for the Future
Donna Rae Jacobson , present
chairman of the Women 's Division,
says " I feel the Women 's Division has
made a contribution to the educational
programming of the Red River Valley
Winter Shows through the educational programs devoted to improving the
'quality of life' in the Red River Valley
region ."
Mrs. Jacobson continues , "The future of the Women 's Division is bright
due to the energy and enthusiasm of
the volunteers who serve on the vari·-

Opening ceremonies for the Horse Show, A moment f~r reflection!
ous sub-committees. These volunteers initiate programs which are indeed providing for the improvement of
the quality of life as well as encouragement for participants to display
their talents through art, photography.
and needlework, I believe we , the
members fo the Women 's Division, are
at the forefront for new challenges
which will be initiated during the 75th
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Anniversary and for years to come ."
Red River Valley Horse Breeders
Association (1965) -- This association was organized in the early 60's for
the purpose of encouraging the recreation horse industry and particularly of
taking charge of the horse show section of the Red River Valley Winter
Shows . A number of horse breeding
organizations, including some saddle
clubs, make up the Red River Valley
Horse Breeders Association. This
group, while changing somewhat as
the years have progressed, has been in
charge of the Horse Show at the
Winter Shows since the new building
was built. This show has been very
successful in involving many families
who own horses and who come to the
show ir) the middle of winter. They
bring their entire family to exhibit the
breeds in competition and to engage
in the several sporting events like
barrel racing . The show draws people
from several states.
Minnesota Farmers Union (1971)
-- This organization is part of the
National Farmers Union, which is a
nationwide association of farmers
dedicated to the continued development of the agricultural industry and of
the fami ly farm as a uni ~o~ ~ r:'~ger
ship . They joined the Winter Shows'
cooperating organizations in the early
1960' s.

National Farmers Organization
(1971) -- The Minnesota Nat ional
Farmers ' Association is part of the
national association wh ich include all
organized state groups . The organ ization is an association of farmers interested in the promotion and development of production agricu Iture. It expends significant effort in the marketing sector of industry.
·Northern Minnesota Poultry Association -- This association began
in the very early 1900's under the
leadership of C. E. Brown, pou Itry
husbandryman at the Northwest Experiment Station . The organization
started out as an educational effort,
later assumed by the county extension
service when it was established after
World War 1 . It became a show organization which took care of the pOUltry
display at the Winter Shows. Currently
this group remains in charge of the
Poultry and Pet Show. Harold Thomforde, international poultry judge and
longtime representative of the Poultry
Association on the board of managers ,
provides the following reflections:

While the Red River Valley Winter
Shows has a long and illustrious history, there is one organization which
has been active for a much longer time
-- the Northern Minnesota Poultry Association. This association, organized
in 1902 by such people as John
Saugstad, August Aas, Mrs. F. C.
Mitchell, and Henry Boltman, has
sponsored an annual show since that
time. For the first 15 years of its life,
the shows were held in downtown
Crookston in whatever building was
available. It was one of the best shows
in the state at that time, as it is today.
When the Winter Shows were organized each also had a separate show.
This led to some problems, as they
were individually competing for the
same support, advertising and attendance. The Winter Shows president,
Conrad Selvig, asked for a combined
meeting of the officers of both organizations to discuss the problems. After
m'uch discussion it was agreed everyone would be better served if there
was only one organization. It was
agreed that the Winter Shows would
provide a show room and pay the
Poultry Association $125 annually to
help pay prerriums and other expenses. The Poultry Association agreed not to solicit donations, advertising or have separate programs.
For 60 years this agreement has con tinued with one exception. For some

years the Poultry Association has not
asked for the entire $125. They have
asked, and have received, what they
needed to cover their expenses. This
usually runs from about $45 to$B5
annually. The poultry people feel that
any balance of the $ 125 not used,
should go for the betterment of the
Winter Shows.
There isn 't any question this agreement has been of mutual benefit to
both organiz ations. The Poultry Association remains a vital force in the
promotion of the Poultry and Pet Show
that is well received by the public and
helps to promote a combined agricultural activity.

Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation Districts (1963) -- This is an
organization of all the soil and water
conservation districts in Minnesota
and in particularthose in northwestern
Minnesota . Its membership represents the various soil and water con servation districts which are organized
under the Minnesota statutes to encourage the conservation of soil and
water in agricultural operations .
• Area Chamber fo Commerce.
Crooston -- An association of business and professional people in the
Crookston area was organized for the
purpose of developing and improving
the quality of life in the Crookston
community. When the Winter Shows
began back in 1910, the Crookston
Businessmen's Association was probably the most active cooperator to

assist Superintendent Selvig and the
staff of the Northwest School and
Experiment Station in planning and
putting on the first farm crop shows .
About the middle of the seond dec;ade ,
About the middle of the second decade, the businessmen 's association
appropriated $1 ,000 a year toward the
planning and operational expenses of
the Winter Shows. In fact, this practice
was maintained until the Shows
moved from downtown to the present
site . The strong support given to the
14 county exposition by the Crookston
community, without a doubt, is a foundation which the RRV Winter Shows
has needed to remain in continuous
service for 75 years .

Red River Valley Sugarbeet Growers Association (1961) -- The seminar series for sugarbeet growers started in the late 1960's at the Northwest
Experiment Station under the leader- .
ship of Olaf Soine, assisted by local
sugarbeet growers. The success in
terms of attendance was immediate-overflowing the Kiehle auditorium,
which held about 700 people at that
time. Very little extension work was
conducted out in the counties as the
American Crystal Sugar Co. contracted
for sugarbeet acres and controlled the
production process via their fieldmen .
The Sugarbeet Growers Association
grew in strength and influence and
requested membership on the board
of managers in the early 1960's. They
have been a strong cooperator of the
Winter Shows.

Pure, Proud and Sweet
Salutes The

RED RIVER VALLEY WINTER SHOWS
On Their
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American Crystal Sugar Company
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CHAPTER VII

Financial Policies Buildings, Land,
General Operations, Sustaining Fund,
Winter Shows Foundation
The financing of Winter Shows
operations has always been a local
grassroots effort; no application has
ever been made for a grant of federal
funds or state taxpayers' money for
building and facility construction . The
funding of general operational expen ses is developed from rentals for use of
the building , from concessioner space
rental , gate receipts, food concession
profits , and gifts from individuals and
businesses. No tax monies of any kind
are appropriated directly to the Winter
Shows board of managers. A very
modest amount is given to the Livestock Association , the Dairymen 's
Association, and the Red River Valley
Development Association , most of
which is expended for show premiums
paid to exhibitor winners at the Winter
Shows. All land purchases and major
building projects except the latest
addition of balcony space have been
largely funded by fund drives within
northwestern Minnesota among the
agribusinesses and individuals.
The support of time and money
given by the commun ity of Crookston
and the immediately surrounding area
was a major developmental factor for
operations at the outset, but could not
be continued at that level. Likewise ,
the support of building projects by the
Crookston community has been substantial.
According to accounts in newspapers, correspondence, minutes of
meetings, and program books produced annually, the first major fund
drive for buildings commenced early in
1918. The Red River Valley Livestock
Association was in the process of
being incorporated. C.G. Selvig was
elected as president of the budding
corporation, and he was also president
of the general arrangements committee forthe planning and conduct of the
Winter Shows . A campaign to sell
shares at $10 each was organized in
the ten counties wh ich supported the
Red River Valley Development Association. Additionally, and very interesting , is the fact that there were also $2
memberships sold in the RRV Development Association to individual citi-

zens . This fee intitled them to a button
wh ich admitted them to show activities . The latter turned out to be more of
a public relations than a fund-raising
effort. Fifteen thousand dollars was
raised for the first build ing , the livesto ck pavilion located adjacent to the
old armory in downtown Crookston. It
was a two-story building plus a base ment measuring 50' x 142'. The plan
was to house the Crops Show, a
livestock judging arena, a food service
section, and livestock.
Demand for livestock housing was
greater than anticipated by the space
available in the new pavilion ; as a
result the people proceeded to raise
more funds, about $50,000 . Not only
did every county have a drive to sell
shares, but Duluth and St. Paul businesses, and the Minneapolis Journal
each provided a couple thousand dollars to add to the project. This additional money provided equipment for
the livestock pavilion and made it
possible to build Annex A. the second
building, 73 ' wide by 141' long, a two story livestock housing structure suitable for all classes of livestock.
Livestock breeders found that despite their good planning, some problems were encountered . The beautiful
second floor of sturdy wood planking
wasn 't necessarily impervious to urine
trickling on the livestock housed
below . Mid course corrections were
made.
The first show in the livestock pavilion in 1919 was a time for celebration .
The governor of the State, the president of the University, and major agricultural leaders from the Midwest
were on hand to celebrate the event .
What was planned to handle the largest anticipated crowds was already
crowded the first year. Thousands of
people came on the train looking for
places to stay, places to eat, to see the
new facility, to greet friends, and to
learn. There was no question about the
success , excitement, and the good
feeling towards the new home of the
Red River Valley Winter Shows!
There is evidence of some in-house
disagreements while the RRV Live-

34

stock Assoc iation was taking title to
the buildings . The campaign that sold
the shares included men and women
representing all facets of production
agriculture. The University leadership
found themselves refereeing the various demands made by participants of
the show during the year 1919. The
general
arrangements
committee
changed its name to the Winter Shows
Board of Managers in 1920, which , at
least in word , identified the multiplicity of interests, including educators,
county agents , researchers, businessmen , and farmers. Too , there was
a problem of the limited space for the
farm equipment demonstrations at the
Industrial Show. There was sufficient
space in the new armory, but the
building served as the largest facility
for the educational meetings.
Consequently, the success in fund
raising by the cooperating organizations encouraged the leadership to
plan Annex B, the third building in as
many years for the Industrial Show,
today called the Farm Service Show.
The structure was 40' x 127' and
stands today as the bus repair barn and
storage building for the Crookston
Public School District .
The campaign forfunds began to lag
in 1920. The post World War 1 farm
depression was fast approaching. The
economy was adjusting to the postwar period. One morning a banker
from the city of Crookston met C.G .
Selvig and was extremely pessimistic.
" We need $23 ,000 to finish that
building, to pay for the land, and to
equip it. And with the farm economy in
such bad shape , I don't think we 're
going to get this done. I think we're
whipped. "
Well, that was a different kind ohalk
from had been going on previously,
but it was true that raising money for
the third building was in trouble. Some
money was raised . The sale of shares
of stock in the nonprofit RRV Livestock
Association was in trouble . The banks
got together and said , "Well , we'll
loan the money at the least possible
rate of interest. Let's go ahead and

build anyway." The building was built
and the first Industrial Show in the
new building was held in 1921 .
By the time the money-raising had
been completed in the early 1920's,
about $70,000 had been raised for the
three buildings, and when all the con struction was completed in 1921 ,
several thousand dollars was owed on
the project. For several years, new
producers at the Livestock Show were
required to purchase a membership
share or shares, but these didn't
amount to the kind of money it takes to
build buildings. On ly the interest was
paid on the borrowed capital for many
years . There was a fire loss in the mid1930's, and additional monies had to
be borrowed to make the repair, forthe
insurance was not adequate . Finally in
1940, the balance against the capital
investment in this first set of three
Winter Shows buildings was paid off
with a burning of the mortgage ceremony held at the annual board meeting.
The second major financial drive
was held in 1959-60. Before the campaign for funds, several meetings were
held in the region. The people of the
Valley generally encouraged the board
of managers , agreeing that a Winter
Shows facility was needed. " Tell us
what you need; we 'll help" was the
inspiring answer. The board of managers consulted with fund -raising expertise before launching the drive for
funds. A goal of $450,000 was set.
Every member serving on the board
had initially pledged the first dollars.
The campaign in Crookston and
immediate surrounding area was conducted next and produced approximately half the total funds raised in
cash and pledges . The counties outside of West Polk County kicked off
their campaign at Breckenridge in late
1959. Wilkin County was the first to go
over the top with its fund drive.
Agri-businesses up and down the
Red River Basin were generous. The
Minkota Electric Cooperative set aside
$15,000 over a three-year period , and
Agsco, Inc . was the first agri-business
organization to pledge one percent of
the goal of $450,000. Several agri business leaders in the Twin Cities
raised about $20,000 at two luncheon
engagements arranged for the purpose of hearing the story about the
Winter Shows project . The outside
county campaign continued longer
than the board of managers anticipated . and really wasn 't completed
before late 1960. The Board had adopted a policy that they would not pro-

ceed with any construction on the
building until the financial campaign
was
well
wrapped
up.
About
$330,000 was finally raised by pledges and cash contributions from 3 ,000
farmers and agri-business people .
Their names are all inscribed on a
memorial plaque in the south arena of
the Winter Shows facilities . Those in
charge were able to proceed full speed
ahead by 1961 , engaging an architect
and traveling about the country looking at exposition buildings. Finally the
Behlen Manufacturing Company, a
manufacturer of farm buildings and
large steel buildings, expressed an
interest in providing architectural
service . In the final analysis they had
by far the lowest bid on the building as
planned and designed. The board of
managers were roundly criticized for
letting the contract to a builder outside
the confines of the Red River Basin.
When , however, the critics understood all the facts, the complaints
changed from occasional sniping to
compliments for a job well done .
The building was built in 1961 and
readied for the 1962 show on land
purchased from the University of Minnesota bordering the city of Crookston
on the northwest. History has a way of
repeating . The board of managers
erred on some details. The housing for
the Livestock Association was again a
problem as it was in 1919. The board
of managers had about expended their
credit line. The Livestock Association
came to the rescue by pledging support to assist the board of managers .
This decision resulted in building the
west pole barn in 1962 and the con-

necting barn between the west pole
barn and the arena in 1964. Money
was borrowed from the Valley Bank in
Grand Forks with the personal guarantees of William Strickler and Bernie
Youngquist on the note. (It seems the
banker needed an expression of faith
by those who were quite close to the
scene) . The pledges and cash raised
by the campaign and the sale of the
buildings in downtown Crookston
were insufficient to cover the new
project. The land and main arena cost
about $460,OQO a~ d t!Je pole barns
about $19,000 . The Behlen Manufacturing Company, through their
Omaha bank, carried a mortgage on
the arena for the ba lance due. The
local banks assumed some small
short-term notes for certain equipment, and the Valley Bank at Grand
Forks carried the note renewable annually on the livestock pole barns .
The first mortgage and the shortterm notes were refinanced in 1965
for $175,000. This financing was
worked out at a low rate of interest and
distributed among 20 banks in the Red
River Valley, including Grand Forks,
North Dakota. Some banks, figuring it
was another contribution, believed
they' d never get their money back.
Payments on the interest and principal
continued without default yearly, and
by the time the new wing was built on
the north side, the board of managers
was several years ahead of schedule
on principal payments .
The third campaign for building
needs started with dialogue in 1974.
There was a long list of concessioners
wanting to buy space at the Winter

ROSEAU ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
Roseau, Minnesota
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The first building completed in 1919 for the Red River Valley Winter Shows. It provided space for a livestock show and sales
ring, space for the crops and poultry show, a lunch counter, and some livestock housing. It was used until 1961.

The second building constructed by the Winter Shows downtown, Crookston . It was built in 1919 on North Ash Street and
called Annex A and was designed and used as a two-story barn for housing and fitting livestock for the Livestock Show. It
served from 1919 to 1962. It was sold to the School District and remodeled for storage of buses .
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Shows . The food service facility was
less than adequate, and some washroom facilities were needed more
centrally located. The Technical College was expressing need for rented
space for their light horse management work. Lights needed improvement. Sewer service demanded remodeling to hand le the growing
crowds . This dialogue continued about a year.
The board of managers engaged an
architect in 1975 to study these
needs. The board studied the architectual report at some length and began
to talk to contracters who could build a
Behlen-type addition. Another financial fund campaign was needed. The
board decided this time to run the
campaign themselves. First, a limited
number of board members went out
into the area and came back with a
mixed bag of support. Some citizens
wondered if the operations of the
Winter Shows couldn't carry this
building project. Generally, however,
people supported the need for space
and encouraged the board to move
ahead. A campaign was organized and
conducted. The board of managers
again pledged monetary support as
individuals. The campaign did not go
out and contact individuals but instead
spread the cost over the entire region
by requesting funds from regional farm
cooperatives and other area agri- busi ness firms. A $230,000 goal was set
for the fund. One-hundred ninety-two
thousand dollars was pledged and
paid in cash during the drive . The
balance was to be met from earnings
of the show. The Horse Breeders Association asked for $15 ,000 addition al dollars to buy horse stalls, which
they agreed to pay for over time by
renting the stalls . The architect prepared final prints and specificat ions . A
contract was let in 1976 for a 120'
wide, 275' long Behlen-type addition
on the north side, It was bu ilt and
ready for the 1977 show,
No fund campaigns have been run
since . Considerable capita'i improvement has been made in fbod service
facilities , better light ing, and revamping the public address system . In addition , several hundred feet of balcony
space for concessioners were provided after an MIDA bond refinancing
was arranged to take care of remodel ing costs and refinancing the balance
due on the north arena . The MIDA
bond again was actually accomplished
through the support and cooperation
of the city of Crookston and arranged
by the First National Bank, Crookston ,

LAND ACQUISITION
Through gifts and very helpfu I volunteers, the four lots downtown in
Block 20 of the original townsite of
Crookston where the old armory is
located didn't cost the Winter Shows
committee much cash. When the second set of buildings was built in 1961 ,
20 acres of land was purchased from
the University of Minnesota for the
going rate oftop farm land. A few years
later an additional ten acres were
bo~h.!..for th.e~ame purpose. ~~J)~
cial agreement with the city and state,
the board of managers did sell five
acres of that land for use bv the
Minnesota National Guard on wh'ich to
build a new armory, with the proviso
that the Winter Shows board of managers would have access to that armory for the Winter Shows each year.

and the legal counsel to the RRV
Winter Shows. The money again came
from the various banks in the Red River
Valley loaned under a floating interest
rate for a 20-year period.

INCOME SOURCES AND
EXPENDITURE POLICIES
The income to support the operations of the Red River Valley Winter
Shows comes entirely from concessioners' fees , gate receipts, profits on
food sales, and gifts from individuals.
And that really has been the story of its
income sources since the Industrial
Show was part of the scene beginning
about 1921 . A current financial report
is available at the Winter Shows office .
The board is conservative on spending. At the present time the board of
managers is saddled with what is a
reasonably heavy debt service with the
industrial bond as well as with a shortterm note which has been assumed for
some needed facility improvement.
The amount of money available for
good, strong program development is
short. The expenses of the show are
watched carefully. The managers
serve without pay. Meeting costs of
mileage and lunches are reimbursable.
Hundreds of volunteers who work out
in the counties give their time and
effort without pay and largely without
expenses. A manager now has been'
hired, along with office personnel , to
provide caretaking and leg work and to
manage a good crew of part-time labor
to launch and conduct the show each
year. The major part of the building is
now over 20 years old and maintenance costs are increasing. Money for
program development is too short.

SUSTAINING FUND
This is a special debt service fund
which was instituted in the middle
1960's. To meet some necessary refinancing of the mortgage on the main
arena, it was necessary to demonstrate to the financial institutions that
citizens were willing to contribute
personal funds over and beyond what
could be ear,ned from Winter Shows
operations. A campaign to set up the
fund was in two parts, Carl Ash and
Harold Thomforde headed the' campaign in the city of Crookston and the
immediate surrounding area for establishing an annual sustaining fund
membership in 'the Red River Valley
Winter Shows. William Strickler was
chairman of the campaign for the
region outs ide of Crookston , This idea
has proved to be a good one because
by merely send ing out a letter in late
November each year, the sustaining
fund members send in their $10 to
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$25 contribution, a total fund now
exceeding $10,000 a year. A sustaining fund membership card is mailed to
each member, along with a brochure
explaining what has been done with
the money each year. Each also rerece ives yearly a financial statement of
operations of the board . The membership ticket is good for attendance on
one day at the Winter Shows . To date,
the ~ staini rl~und membership has
paid off in excess of $1 50,000 on the
capital fund indebtness of the Winter
Shows. The fund will be needed for
some time .
LIVESTOCK BARNS
The Red River Valley Livestock Association in a meeting held October
12, 1961, moved to help underwrite
the cost of a 60' x 180' pole barn to be
located west of the arena . A temporary
alleyway was provided by the board of
managers between the pole barn and
the arena for two years. In 1964, the
Livestock Association again moved to
help underwrite the costs of an 80'
wide by 134' long pole barn connecting the first pole barn with the arena
building. Input by the RRV Livestock
Association was $3,000 plus $1 ,000 a
year to help on the mortgage payment.
The board of managers did retire the
balance of nearly $20,000 on the two
pole barns from Winter Shows operations in five years and relieved the
Livestock Association of any more
payments.
AGASSIZ RIDERS HORSE BARN
The Agassiz Riders, a saddle club
from the Crookston area , wished to
build a horse barn and permission to
do so was given by the board of
managers . This was a temporary ar-

The Winter Shows buildings and grounds midsummer of 1980. The new Armory
barely shows on the middle right of the picture. The new University stable is the
long structure in the rear with the outdoor riding and exercise standard adjacent.
There are 25 acres of land on the Winter Shows site.
rangement for the saddle club, and
when they moved out in the mid1970's, the building which had deteriorated was dismantled. A new stable
was built in cooperation with the
University of Minnesota for their light
horse management work and financed
by rental payments by the University.
THE RED RIVER VALLEY WINTER
SHOWS FOUNDATION, INC .
The most recent management venture of the Winter Shows has been to
establish a companion organization
for the purpose of receiving gifts from
the public as well as to assist with
special financial projects , leaving the
Winter Shows board more free for
planning and operating the show year

FARMERS STATE BANK OF WINGER
We wish to congratulate the hundreds of individuals for their deduction in serving
the Red River Valley Winter Shows over the past seventy-five years . The technical
advances in agriculture since the advent of the Winter Shows has been
tremendous. We wish to continue our support and remind the Valley farmers that
we will continue to be leaders in financial services which include:
1.

FARrnChek ...

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The most sophisticated yet easy to use financial information gathering and
reporting system ever devised for farmers and small businessmen.
Computorized cash flow planning and reporting.
Ag Prime rate.
Pre-arranged line-of-credit.
Insurance services .
Hedging account and broker affiliation.
Savings and investment counseling .
And many other bank services.
Call us today for a " be tter handle" on your financia l affairs'
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in and year out. The first project of the
Foundation was to set up a permanent
program fund of a minimum of
$100,000 , the income from which the
board of managers would use annually
for high-quality programming. The
heart of the Red River Valley Winter
Shows mission is education and
communication, and today more than
ever it operates as a cooperative and
complementary
educational
and
communication agency, emphasizing
those matters which aren 't normally
covered by other agencies .
Top notch seminars, youth work,
women 's programs, cultural events, all
of these have never had the k ind of
support that the board of managers
would like to give for program expenses. The Foundation is in the final
stages of requesting their tax exempt
and nonprofit status from the Internal
Revenue Service, The board of man agers has personally pledged more
than $10 ,000. The Winter Shows Corporation has pledged $10,000 over a
f ive-year period to give a total of just
over $20,000 toward the $100,000
goa l. There is now about $6,000 cash
in the permanent endowment fund . A
campaign with regional co-ops and
foundations w ill be conducted when
t h e tax exempt and nonprofit status
numbers are received .
ACCOUNTING POLICIES
The Red River Valley Winter Shows
boa rd of managers is an agglomerate
of many interests working together
eac h year to pu t on the m id -w intertenday agricultural exposition. The books
have been audited by certified accou nt ants regularly. The board has
co mputerized the financial records so
t h at eac h month it has a report that is

up to the minute for the needs of cost
control and budget management.
There are three divisions whi ch run
all of their expenditures through ·the
Winter Shows accounts : the Women's Division , the Poultry Show, and
the Crops Show. However, there are
other segments of the show which, in
addition to providing support, backup,
and assistance to the Winter Shows
board of managers , have their own
financial records, includ ing income
and expenses, for a portion of specific
operations connected with the Red
River Valley Winter Shows .
The Red River Valley Horse Breeders Association takes in a considerable amount of money at registration
time and pays this out for judges , show
premiums, printing, and other expenses. The horse breeders' fiscal matters
have grown to a point where a more
businesslike handling of funds is now
being installed.
The Red River Valley Livestock
Breeders Association , which was organized back in 1917, has experienced various ways of providing income through the years . They have
done about everything from selling
shares to selling memberships, and
holding special sales, the income from
which has been given to help make
payments on mortgages. The organization was one of the first groups to
which the state legislature appropriated modest funds to be used for the
promotion of purebred livestock in the

Red River Basin . Currently this amount
is about $6300 per year. Th is is expended entirely by the Red River Valley Livestock Breeders Association for
premiums at the Livestock Show and
is subject to auditing by the state
auditor.
The Red Rive r Valley Development
Association , started in 1914, is an
organization made up of one member
from each of the 14 counties with the
exception of the two largest counties,
Ottertail and Polk, which each has two
members on the board. Th is board's
major responsibility is to expend annually the modest funds appropriated
by each county board of commissioners for use at the Red River Valley
Winter Shows . Currently, the funds are
spent for the Crops Show, the Valley
Farmer and Homemaker Honors Banquet, the King Agassiz project, an
appropriation for the Winter Shows
operations, for the Builder of the Valley award, and for modest directors '
expenses and clerical expenses including mail and printing. This budget
runs about $13,000 a year.
The Red River Valley Dairymen 's
Association is the oldest commodity
group which receives a small stipend
from the state legislature, currently
about $1 500 annually, which they use
for promotional and developmental
work with the dairy industry at the Red
River Valley Winter Shows .

FISCAL POLICIES AND
VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS
There isn 't any question about the
volunteer nature of the leadership effort in the planning and the operations
of the Red River Valley Winter Shows.
At best it is loosely organized, and at
t imes in its history this fact has made
problems for the board . Any successful ongoing agency serving an area as
large as is served by the Red River
Valley Winter Shows is bound to be
subjected to the criticism and mistrust
by individuals wondering about the
management of an annual budget now
reaching $465,000. The Winter
Show~ has been able to solve the
serious misunderstanding throughout
the 75-year history because responsible fiscal policies are reviewed
regularly. The close promiximity to the
professional leadership volunteered
by the University of Minnesota has
been a stabilizing factor in the settlement of issues over the years.
There is a real plus side to the loose
organization , however, and that is that
it does allow for the rather free development of individual and group ideas
to float to the surface as planning and
operations go forth year after year.
This is even more effective where the
leading cooperative agencies have
modest budgets exclusive of that of
the RRV Winter Shows Board of
Managers, Inc.

FARMERS STATE BANK
OF FOSSTON
ESTABLISHED 1908

Complete Banking & Insurance Service
SALUTES THE RED RIVER VALLEY WINTER SHOWS
ON THEIR 75TH ANNIVERSARY!
EACH OEPOSITOR INSUREO TO SlOO (XX)

FDIC

HOE RAt OfPOSJf IHSUI!,.,N( £ COIlPOII..4 HON

124W 1ST

F.D.l.C.
Member

1435-6878
39

i

FOSSTON

CHAPTER VIII

Activities and Events
In 1910 the N.W. School and Experiment Station began organizing adult
educational service , including agricultural meetings for the men , homemaking meetings for the women ,
general lectures to be attended by all ,
and the Farm Crops Show. A brief
review of the premium book and the
schedule of events for the recent
Winter Shows will find a three-figure
total of events and activities . A set of
eight bound volumes containing the
complete set of premium books and
program schedules for the 75 years is
maintained in the archives vault of the
Northwest Experiment Station. In
general, this chapter will review the
historical benchmarks of the major
events or sections of what we know
today as the Red River Valley Winter
Shows.

THE CROPS SHOW
Outside of adult educational meetings, the Farm Crops Show is the
oldest event at the Red River Valley
Winter Shows . The idea was first
planned and named by Otto I. Bergh,
who was then the agronomist teaching in the Northwest School of Agriculture and researching at the Northwest Agricultural Experiment Station.
Professor Bergh suggested that the
quality of small grain, corn , and forage
was unusual in the Red River Basin
and that fact was largely unknown
except among some of the local

people. He suggested that samples of
the crops be brought in for the Farm
Crops Show. Further, he recommended that to attract show samples from
farmers , extraordinary effort be made
to provide substantial premiums for
winners in the crops competition .
The Kiehle building on the N.W .
School campus was new, with an upto-date auditorium seat ing 500 , and
equipped with a stage, lights, and the
latest 35mm movie project ion equipment. It included a gymnasium with
space for the first Farm Crops Show .
What an exciting setting for adult
education to be launched for the pioneer farm families! Except by word of
mouth, many people hadn 't heard
much about this new Experiment
Station or School of Agriculture. No
extensive mailing list had been developed yet in the office . To establish a
mailing list, Conrad Selvig wrote to
each of the postmasters up and down
the Red River Valley request ing from
each the names of 25 farmers being
served by the post office . Many names
were received and information on the
annual Short Course and Farm Crops
Show was mailed. Communications
were sent to se lected business and
industries for premiums to be awarded
winners . The best ten ears of corn
were awarded a 14" x 30 " Playford
cement silo worth $330 . The best
single ear of corn was awarded 20
rods of fencing for first place and a
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Cyclone seeder for second place . The
sweepstakes award for wheat received a Jack Jr. gasoline engine
worth $75 . The winning oats sweepstakes competitor received a Bluebell
cream separator. While this level of
interest and support by industry was
great at the outset, it soon became too
much of adinancial burden for the
business community to provide these
costly premium awards year after year.
Again, people of the Red River
Basin rose to the occasion and suggested that crops were important to
everyone and maybe all should share
in the expenses involved in staging an
annual Crops Show and providing
premiums, more modest of course, for
winners in the competition. To assume the responsibility for such an
idea , the Red River Valley Development Association was born in 1914.
Each county board of commissioners
appropriated a modest sum to be used
by the Minnesota Red River Valley
Development Association, which organized itself into a non-profit promot ional and educational corporation
under Minnesota statutes . The Crops
Show became a major Winter Shows
project of the Red River Valley Development Association beginning in
1914 and has continued so to the
present, with other groups joining in
the project . The expenditure of some
$3500 paid out for premiums annually
is currently t.;nderwritten by the 14county Red River Valley Development
Association . The total available for
premiums is augmented today by
support from seed processors. The
Crops Show and the beautiful panorama ofthe RRV landscape are the first
sights to catch the eye as today's
visitor ente rs the south arena. The
Agricultural Extension Service has a
booth located strategically in the middle of the Crops Show traffic as visitors
examine the attractive arrangement of
Crops Show samples. The county extens ion directors, area agents, and
scientists for the Experiment Station
are on hand throughout the week to
answer questions from visitors .
Today, the Crops Show is planned
and arranged by a committee representing various crop commodity organizations and ind ividuals in the Red
River Basin . The committee meets
annually sometime after the show
closes to evaluate and begin the next
yea r' s plann ing . The Crops Show
comm ittee includes the Extension
Service, the M innesota Crop Im-

provement Asso ciation, the Crops and
Soils Association , scientists and tech nicians from the Agricultural Experiment Station, the seed processing
industry , and individual citizens. This
group labors to plan and conduct a
Crops Show that relates the story of
Crop production in the Red River
Basin .
The level of premiums paid to winners in the Open , Youth, and Certified
Seed Shows are rather modest. A real
challenge for the committee in the
years ahead will be to raise these
premium rates to a more appropriate
level. Probably other sectors' contribution to the Crops Show itself needs
to be reviewed and strengthened to
maintain usefulness for the modern
crop production picture . For instance,
how can the potato and sugarbeet
commodity groups tell an appropriate
story at the Winter Shows Crops
Show? How does the importance of
international markets to Red River
Valley farmers become real to show
visitors?
THE DAIRY SHOW
The Dairy Show, held in a garage in
downtown Crookston , began modestly in 1917, the year of the first Livestock Show. A few head of Guernseys,
Holsteins, and milking Shorthorns
were exhibited in spite of difficult
transportation service . The midwinter
roads weren't very practical for the few
small farm trucks that were beginning
to appear on the scene. Most of the
livestock from any distance at all had
to be brought into town by sleigh or
travel to Crookston on the train and led
down the street to the show . Moving
cattle out of warm barns into a cold
transportation and preparing them for
a Dairy Show put a lot of stress on the
animals and on their owners . Despite
that. the numbers at the Dairy Show
grew as fast as space became available. The livestock farmers loved their
animals, and they not on Iy worked
hard to put on a great show but they
were especially loyal to the idea of the
Red River Valley Winter Shows .
Things were much better after the
livestock buildings were built in downtown Crookston . The size of the show
was generally controlled by the
amount of room available in the barns,
by the weather conditions, and road
conditions.
The personal sacrifice and familybased contribution made by dairymen
is well described in the case of James
and Darlene Muzzy in the late 1950's.
Jim and Darlene were coming up the
ladder of dairy husbandry and community leadership, working hard with
their young family and their dairy farm
operation. They took time to show at
the Winter Shows . They were among
the first to give substantial personal

support to the new building fund established to buy land and build a new
facility just outside the city of Crookston. They contributed breeding stock,
the income from which was deposited
with the board of managers. This
family has continued showing purebred cattle. The Daleford Farms are
still among the leaders and winners at
the Dairy Show today. Of course, there
have been many contributions by
breeders of beef cattle, swine , sheep,
and horses, but space just doesn 't
permit more than one such story to
explain the spirit of Valley farm folks.
A dairy sale was attempted early in
the history of the Winter Shows, just
after World War 1 . The results were so
poor that the sales committee of the
Red River Valley Dairymen 's Association decided against trying such an
idea again in the middle of winter.
More recently, however, in 1983 and
1984, there have been two dairy sales
with a sharp increase in quality and
quantity especially for the sale of 1984
and with enough success to encourage more such sales of top-quality
cattle .
The Red River Valley Dairymen 's
Association included more dairy processors than farmers in the early years .
They secured a modest appropriation
from the state legislature as early as
1916 to promote the dairy industry in
northwestern Minnesota and immediately began to spend some of those
funds at the midwinter Dairy Show.
This custom has continued throughout
the 75-year history. Currently, the
Dairymen's Association, along with
the dairy scientists from the Agricultural Experiment Station and the Extension ,Service out in the counties ,
provide the sustaining leadership for
educational activities, for show com-

petition arrangements, for youth activities, and for the Honored Dairymen
program .
This dairymen's confederation is
probably more active than ever today
at the Winter Shows and expends a
major amount of their modest appropriation for Winter Shows dairy promotional activities . The strong leadership of Dr. Ed Frederick, dairy scientist
at the Northwest Experiment Station
in the fifties strengthened dairy activities at the show. Dr. George Marx
today continues to provide the frontline leadership spark that coordinates
the activities of the dairy planning
committee: dairymen, extension personnel, and officers of the Red River
Valley Dairymen's Association. The
leadership of dairy farmers also is
stronger today than ever in the planning work for Winter Shows activity.

THE LIVESTOCK SHOW
Livestock species, including beef
cattle, swine, sheep, and horses, were
uppermost in the minds of the professional agriculturalists and the farm
leadership as the Winter Shows was
being born. During the 1915 Farm
Crops Show, a Red River Valley Livestock Breeders Asssociation was
formed . Essentially it was a federation
representative of the several county
livestock breeder groups which had
recently been formed by a few breeders in each county. The first officers of
the new Red River Valley Livestock
Association
were
Tom
Canfield
(county agent from Lake Park, president), Mike Jeffers (Red Lake Falls,
vice president) , and C.G. Selvig
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(superintendent of the Experiment
Station , secretary) . Fifty-eight breeders from the ten counties became
members. Directors of the new association were AI Jensen (Clearbrook) ,
C.L. Spalding (Warren, MN). E.C.
Schroeder (Moorhead) , K.O. Kolstad
(Fosston), FA Green (Stephen). JA
Houske (Halstad) .
A livestock judging contest and
demonstration was held in a garage in
downtown Crookston in 1916. Plan ning then went forward during 1916
for the first Livestock Show, which
was held in downtown Crookston in
1917 at the Sathre Garage. Eightyseven head of livestock including, a
few dairy cattle, were brought to
Crookston and prepared for show.
These competed for $300 of premium
money raised by the Crookston business community. Despite the temporary stalls, undependable roads , and
weather, the reservations for the next
year' s Livestock Show in 1918 required renting an additional garage
and an old livery barn.
The first Livestock Show in the new
buildings downtown was held in
February of 1919 after the brick livestock pavilion was built in 1918 on
Broadway. Interest in livestock was
growing. The Association incorporated and secured a $2,000 state
appropriation to be used for promotional expenses of the show in northwestern Minnesota . The state aid for
such development activity remained at
$2 ,000 for a few years and was raised
in the mid-20' s to $5700 annually. In
1930, the economic downturn resulted in a cut to' $4700. Currently, the
modest appropriation of $6300 is
spent entirely for premium payments

to livestock exhibitors who are successful show winners at the annual
Livestock Show.
The breeders cooperated early with
the county agents, the school of agriculture teache rs, and the vo-ag
teachers, by providing animals for
livestock judging contests . Competit ion in the show was restricted to
Minnesota breeders unti l 1962 . Then
the show was opened to anyone from
anywhere . Not one year of show
competition has been m issed since
1917, although 1935 came very close
to breaking this record . But everybody
pitched in , fixed the roof section
damaged by fire , and the show proceeded as scheduled. The purebred
sales idea was picked up by the reorganized Livestock Association, encouraged by Experiment Station scientists , railroad agricultural development agents , and county agents .
Typical is the 1948 catalog which
advertises a two-day sales of registered sheep, swine and cattle consigned by Minnesota and North
Dakota breeders . One hundred eightythree head of registered livestock
were described in the catalog, including bred gilts , ewes , Holstein and beef
cattle , and milking shorthorn cattle .
A .J . Dexter, agricultural development
agent for the Northern Pacific Railway
Company, was the sales manager
selected by the sales committee from
the Livestock Association . Mr. Dexter
provided leadership for developing a
system for the purebred sales . A committee of livestock breeders from the
Livestock Association was appointed
each year to make the plans for the
sale; a sales manager was hired to
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handle the management details, and a
banker acted as clerk. The total sales
were deposited and after sales expenses were paid, the committee remitted to all who sold purebred livestock on the sale . In recent years ,
sheep and swine offered on the purebred sales are just under 30 for each
species and from 80 to 90 head of beef
cattle . Bill Strickler, former president
of the Red River Valley Livestock Association , provided the following upto-date figures on livestock numbers
at the show: Beef cattle: 1981 - 402;
1982 - 346; 1983 - 342 ; 1984 - 322 .
Sheep: 1981 - 154; 1982 - 160; 1983
- 165; 1984 - 209 . Swine: 1981 - 72 ;
1982 - 58; 1983 - 69; 1984 - 61 .
In the late 1940's, a group of agricultural leaders, including A.J. Dexter,
agricultural development agent for the
NP railway; Glen Johnson, district 4-H
leader; J . E. Roningen, East Polk
County Agent; and George Nornes, voag instructor, began to talk about a
Junior Livestock Futurity Show. The
idea was to provide an opportunity for
boys and girls to raise purebred livestock and show at the Winter Shows.
The idea behind the Futurity Show was
outlined by J .E. Roningen, East Polk
County Agent, Mcintosh, as follows.
The Junior Livestock Futurity of the
Red River Valley Winter Shows,
Crookston, was set up by the Red
River Valley Livestock Association in
1948 as a Junior Heifer Futurity
Show. The Swine and Sheep Futurity
began with the 1950 show.
Objectives of the Futurity Show:
1. To encourage boys and girls to
build purebred herds and flocks by
starting with outstanding purebred
females.
2 . To teach young men and women
efficient livestock production and
proper
livestock
management
through actual practice.
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3 . To get the full cooperation of the
breeders of purebred livestock to
furnish top animals of good foundation stock to qualified boys and
girls at reasonable prices and to
give helpful information on caring
for and showing of livestock at the
Winter Shows.

4 . To solicit the full cooperation of the
county extension agents, agricultural instructors, and 4-H club
leaders not only to give instructions
to Futurity members on the care
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Futurity Show competitors learning the business of beef showmanship--1953.
and showing of calves, pigs, and
sheep, but also to create in the
Futurity members a desire to build
up purebred herds and flocks in the
Red River Val1ey.

Pete May, a county agent in the
Valley, was the superintendent in
1950. Oscar Nelson, county agent
from Mahnomen, provided leadership
for 1951 and 1952. Harley Shurson,
county agent for East Polk County, was
the chairman of the Futurity Committee and superintendent of the Futurity
Show from the early 1950's until he
retired recently. The total number of
purebred animals in the Futurity Show
number anywhere from 140 to 200,
depending upon the year. The original
idea of the committee envisioned that
youngsters who had never handled
livestock might get started in the busi ness. As the idea finally evolved over
several years, however, the Futurity
Show became a strong force in persuading parents who were livestock
breeders to urge their children to
become part ofthe livestock business.
Children grew their own animals as
part of the family business, entered
their livestock in the Futurity Show, as
well as helped Mom and Dad show
other stock in the Open Show. Harley
Shurson, long-time superintendent of
the show, can point to a number of
livestock breeders today who were
launched in the business with the
useful early experiences and encouragement of the Futurity Show. The
Futurity Show is another example of
people doing something themselves,
providing an event or an experience

which strengthens industry, in this
case livestock industry.

THE WINTER HORSE SHOW
The showing of horses at the Winter
Shows goes back to 1917 when draft
horses were first shown. This practice
continued sporadically into the early
1930's when the gasoline tractor
replaced horses on the farm scene and
the draft horse competition was
dropped. In the early 1960's, however,
a 4-H Pony Show was held in the old
livestock pavilion in downtown Crookston. The place was filled to the rafters . An era at the Winter Shows was
reborn. This time the showing wasn 't
draft horses. The attraction was recreational horses , a recognition of a fastgrowing interest by farmers and nonfarmers.
Gleanings from the history of the
Red River Valley Winter Horse Shows
follow, with the help of Gene Miller of
the Northwest Agricultural Experiment
Station and Herb Mauritson , member
of the board of managers, both representatives of the Red River Valley
Horse Breeders Association . The first
full weekend Horse Show was staged
beginning Friday, February 28, 1964.
A beginning had been made in the two
previous years with the farm service
concession booths in place . While it
was a beginning, neither the light
horse breeders nor the farm service
concessioners were happy. A mounted saddle group from Fargo- Moorhead
assisted the Crookston Horse Show
enthusiasts in these first one-day
events in 1962 and 1963.
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A long narrow corridor of rough
lumber had been erected between the
new Winter Shows arena and the
livestock pole barn to the west. In
order to get a running start for the pole
and barrel events, the horsemen
would race through the corridor under
the roof, wh ic h barely cleared their
western hats. One horse and rider
combination slipped on the concrete
threshold coming in the west door and
took a bad spill into the arena.
The first three-day Winter Horse
Show planning was long on enthusiasm and short on experience . No one
knew how long it would take to clear
the entire arena of commercial exhibits and prepare for the Horse Show.
Horsemen arriving early pitched in and
helped the concessioners di~mantle
their booths and carry out exhibit and
display materials. Horse Show people
came from many parts of two states.
Again the pioneering spirit, ready to
tackle a project with many unknowns,
came through .
Show officials for this first major
show included Gene Miller, Crookston, show manager; Dietrich Reimer,
superintendent; Mrs. Henry Rogers,
secretary of the Appaloosa division;
Ben J. Layton, secretary of Quarterhorse division; Helen Leikness, secretary, Open Show; and Dora Brown,
secretary, Arabian division. The horse
breeds at the first Show included the
American Quarterhorse, Appaloosa,
and Arabian in the registered classes.
Saddle club queens participated in
the show. Elaine Reitmeier was the
queen, representing the Agassiz ClUb,
Juanita Bonesack (rodeo queen from
North Dakota), Kathy Kiel (North
Dakota Quarterhorse Association),
Sylvia Laske (Miss Garrison Dam
queen), Shannon Rees (North Dakota
High School Rodeo queen), Maryann
Thompson (North Dakota Appaloosa
queen), Fay Thompson (North Dakota
Arabian Association queen), Kathy
Thomas (North Dakota State University rodeo queen), and Kathy Thoen
(Minnesota
High School
Rodeo
queen). Beginning then and continuing to the present, rodeo queens from
saddle clubs and other organizations
have staged the famous " Queen Ride "
to open each session of the Winter
Horse Show program.
It was obvious from this first big
show that the local Crookston horse
enthusiasts couldn't be expected to
manage this growing event. Gene
Miller called a group of horsemen
together, including Diedrich Reimer,
animal scientist at the Northwest
Experiment Station; Ben Layton,
Hawley; Dora Brown, Kelso, ND; Bill
Morrow, Dilworth; Arnold Miller,

Moorhead; and Don Hart, Fargo , in the
final hours of the 1964 Horse Show.
The meeting laid the groundwork for
the Red River Valley Horsebreeders
Association . The association later
expanded, with representation from all
major horse breeds in the two states of
North Dakota and Minnesota represented at the show. Accordingly, the
number of directors for the Red River
Valley Horse-breeders Association
increased in number, w ith a specific
breed responsibility being assigned
such directors in each of the two
states .
Horse Show managers we re elected
by the Horsebreeders Association
each year. Through the years the
managers included Everett Solhe im,
Charles Malarkey, Mrs. Barb Schafer,
Gand Forks, North Dakota ; and Marilyn
Hagen, East Grand Forks . Many volunteers were recruited by the association
each year. Without the volunteers the

o

Horse Show would not have been. The
Red River Valley Horse Show event
has grown from a half-day event in the
very early 1960's with few horses to a
major Winter Horse Show event drawing exhibitors from several states . An
approved breed show is usually accomplished.
The Agassiz Riders, Inc. , a saddle
club based in the Crookston area ,
leased the Winter Shows facility for a
fall Horse Show in 1964. The management and conduct of that show have
continued under their leadership
through the years. A number of the
people involved in the winter Horse
Show have also been involved in the
Agassiz Riders Saddle Club.

Government day at the Winter Shows provides an opportunity for dialogue
between grassroots citizens and governmental officials--elected and appointed.
The 1984 V.I.P.'s include: Front row - Senator Roger Moe, Senator Doran L.
Isackson, Senator Donald A. Storm, Congressman Arlan Stangeland, Representative Willis Eken, Associate Commissioner of Agriculture Roland Dennistoun . Back row - Senator Rudy Boschwitz, Winter Shows President James
Lofgren, and Senator Lawrence Pogemiller.
SPECIAL EVENTS
Many regularly slated activities and
some new events at the Winter Shows
were organized and reorganized in the
early 1960's under the leadership of
George Nornes, Climax, Minnesota,
and called " Special Events." These
tended to appeal to different interests,
cultures, needs, or bel iefs of groups in
the Valley. The special events that
have been annual affairs for many
years include the talent festival , now
25 years old, the Future Farmer of
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America Children' s Barnyard showing
of young farm animals, free pony rides
for the children , and Donkey Basketball which fills the Strickler Arena with
teams from Gentilly, Euclid, Crookston
and Climax competing .
The Hall of Fame honors individuals
who have given long-time outstanding
service to the Red River Valley Winter
Shows. More detail is included in
Chapter 10. Forty-five individuals have
been so recognized and are listed in
the appendix.
The King Agassiz Coronation Ban quet is a gala event celebrating the
crowning of a new King Agassiz after a
week of selection interviews and
events with the sixteen County Kings,
official judges, and the King Agassiz
committee.
The Dog Show is a recent addition
to a very special interest group.
A Miniature Tractor Pull was featured on Saturday evening in the arena
for a number of years.
The 4-H Arts In Entertainment
performances have captured the
hearts of Winter Show visitors the past
two years .
The radio program , Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow, with host Cecil
MaJ.me,_ wa~ ~e ~ rec_eived at the
shows during the day in j ust the past
y ea r.
A special opening ceremony has
been developed in the shows building,
w ith a color guard, show officials, and

legislators participating with the
singing of the United States and
Canadian National Anthems.
Professional entertainment programs have been scheduled from time
to time, featuring such performers as
Joe Feeney of the Lawrence Welk
Show, the Emeralds from Nashville,
Tennessee, and Luther Bjerke, the
wild Norwegian from Grand Forks.
A recent special event is organized
and sponsored by the bankers of the
Red River Valley, who provide funding
to find a nationally recognized expert
to speak to the agricultural industry in
the Valley. The first speaker was Orion
Samuelson of WGN TV in Chicago,
whose filming of the Winter Shows
was seen on over 100 TV stations
across the country and who addressed
nearly 2,000 people in the Technical
College gymnasium.
High school bands were featured
each day for a number of years until
their school programs became too
crowded for participation at the
Winter Shows.
A draft horse pull was added to the
program in 1983 under the able
leadership of Dr. Gary McVey of the
Technical College. This event plays to
a full house every year.
A western rodeo was a special event
for two years under the encouragement of Vern Hagen of East Grand
Forks.
A major TV network in cooperation
with KXJB TV taped a program
"What's on Your Mind" with Winter
Shows visitors in 1984.
A concessioners' bean feed and/or
coffee reception has been sponsored
by city officials and Winter Shows
Board to say thank you to exhibitors .
The government day luncheon with
show officials, national and state
legislators, city, county and community elected government bodies,
and major agricultural producers and
farm organizations is an unusual opportunity for meaningful fellowship
and dialogue. The agribusiness committee of the Crookston Chamber of
Commerce cooperates with the board
of managers to stage this event.
More than one Secretary of Agriculture from Washington, D.C. have
visited. Vice presidents of the United
States have been special guests. The
annual visit by officials from the North
Dakota Winter Shows at Valley City
facilitates an exchange of ideas.
The foregoing list isn't inclusive of
all events but gives a picture of the
variety of interests served at the
Winter Shows today.

WOMEN'S DIVISION
The official program for the first
annual Short Course planned for farm
families at the Northwest School and
Experiment Station in 1910 has as
much space given to the women's
educational program as that for the
men. The importance of the crucial
family partnership in farming was
recognized in those pioneering efforts
in rural education for adults. This has
continued throughout the history of
the Red River Valley Winter Shows.
The early programming was almost
entirely planned by the home economics faculty of the Northwest School of
Agriculture. In time, leaders from
various farm clubs and federated
women's groups were active for a few
years in the planning process. Later, as
home economics agents became part
of the county extension service, these
well-trained educators volunteered to
provide stability and updated expertise to the women's planning
committee.
Today, the women's division remains strong. It is representative of
rural women and has probably one of
the best-organized regional committees to plan, integrate, and conduct
the feminine section of the show each
year. The ladies' planning committee
has a representative on the board of
managers. For more detail see Chapter

6.
POULTRY AND PET SHOW
Details of the development of the
show have been provided by Harold
Thomforde, Crookston and are included in Chapter 6. The Poultry and
Pet Show today is a very popular part

of the show. Children, especially,
enjoy the animals and birds. Poultry
producers and fanciers continue to
compete.

LIGHT HORSE MANAGEMENT INSTRUCTION - U OF M TECHNICAL
COLLEGE
The educational arm of the University located at Crookston has always figured strongly in providing
expertise for several facets of the
Winter Shows and this leadership
continues today. One difference today
is that the University of Minnesota
Technical College makes direct use of
the Winter Shows facilities in its
educational programming. Quoting
from Gary C. McVey, head of the
Division of Agriculture:
"The light horse management program of the University of Minnesota,
Crookston, has utilized the facilities of
the Red River Valley Winter Shows
since 1972. When the program began,
it was located in the Red River Valley
Winter Shows barns located west of
the south arena. During several summers, the program utilized the old
Agassiz Riders Club barn which was
located where the new College stabling facility is today."
McVey continues, "In 1977, an idea
was developed in which the Red River
Valley Winter Shows would " extend
their educational thrust in northwestern Minnesota by building a
stable and an arena usable as a
teaching-riding laboratory. The stable
and arena would be leased by the
Technical College. Accordingly, the
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old Agassiz Riders barn was razed the
summer of 1977 and plans and specifications were developed for a new
modern stabling facility, and bi ds
were let. I acted as superintendent of
the construction for the new facility.
By January, 1978, construction proceeded to the point where the light
horse management program could be
moved to the new facility. On Sunday
afternoon, January 9, the horses were
led through waist-high snow to a new
home."

Since 1978, the College has leased
the new stable for housing the horses
and the north arena as an educational
teaching laboratory. In addition , the
College rents the ten-acre parking lot
to the west of the build ings for an
exercise area and for limited pasture .
The College also leased a p iece of land
from the National Guard and has
established an outdoor rid ing arena
and exercise standard. This has
proved to be an excellent arrangement
for the College and the students
majoring in light horse management.
A first class stabling and training
facility has been provided, with no
building investment cost to the taxpayers of the State of Minnesota.
Instead, local institutions cooperated
to provide this useful, educational
facility for studies of the Technical
College. Several workshops and club
shows under the ausp ices of the College are held in the facilities during the
year.
FOOD SERVICE
The food service concession in the
new facilities north of Crookston has
always been maintained by the board
of managers. Their policy is to maximize the profits from the food service
to assist in meeting the capital debt
each year. The food service facilities
have been improved from time to time.
Currently, the public seems reasonably happy with the short- order type of
service provided.
There is a pol icy against admitting
concessioners who make food service
their major activity. One booth has
been permitted, the 4 - H group of West
Polk County, where the 4-H ' ers and
their leaders can set up a booth to sell
ice cream to show visitors as a club
fund-raising project. Otherwise, all
food service is a function ofthe Winter
Shows board of managers. Many
visitors to the Winter Shows are on a
midwinter outing and may wish for
more than the short order serv ice
availab le at the arena . The city of
Crookston has several excellent d ining
facil ities which are well patron ized by
show visitors.

Fun at the Winter Shows . Tug-o'-war is spirited fun for the muscular.

BETWEEN SHOW ACTIVITIES
The large floor space of the arenas
and barns has developed some use
between each Winter Show. March is
popular for farm sales. Financial organizations suggest that a farm sale
this time of the year in the W inter
Shows building will increase the
income from their sales more than
enough to pay the moving cost and
renting the arena .
Several educational functions of
rather substantive influence are he ld
annually, including the International
Sugarbeet Growers Institute, sugarbeet growers from Minnesota, North
Dakota and Man itoba and the largest
of its kind in the USA. The Red River
Valley Beef Cattlemen's Institute is the
largest single beef cattle educational
function in any part of the Red River
Basin annually. The College , too,
conducts light horse management
clinics and training activities . A Home
and Hobby Show was recently held
and was successful at its first try in
1984. The regional high schools and
some colleges rent the space for t raining and holding track meets in the
spring each year, as weather in the
Red River Bas in isn't always conducive to outside track activity.
Any group may contract to lease t he
bu il dings, provid ing their use f its the
facilities available in the building and
is in keeping with the gen eral m ission
of the Winter Shows . The facilities
were built for the Winter Shows
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exposition and may not be suited to all
needs.
The Winter Shows properties belong to all the people in northwestern
Minnesota. Consequently, the rental
fees are modest; however, any group
renting the facility must contract for
such use, must carry its own insurance, and must pay the modest rental
fee plus the costs of janitorial help,
lights, heat, and maintenance.

CHAPTER IX

Farm Service Show
Men and women from Red River
Valley farms liked the first Annual
Short Course and Farm Crop Show
held at the University Campus at
Crookston in 1910. They wanted more
time for exchanging ideas among
themselves, for hearing about farming
from other areas, and for hearing
speakers on governmental and other
topics. The crop show was an immediate success. It demonstrated the
quality of grain and forage which was
being produced in N.W. Minnesota.
The women's meetings were especially appreciated.
Farming at this time was certainly
largely a do- it-yourself enterprise.
However, farmers were beginning to
buy services which were evolving in
towns and villages. Farm machinery
sales and service, financial services,
health services, schools, cultural activity, water management know how,
were among the growing needs of
people on the land.
A war between major nations always increases the rate at which
technology is developed, and this fact
was no different in World War I. The
services that developed to support the
farming industry grew at a faster rate
right after the war to-end-all wars.
Consequently, farmers, their wives,
and children not only wanted to learn
about food and fiber production , but
they wanted to see the latest and
newest equipment,
The first Industrial Show was held in
the new bu ildings downtown and was
a success. On-the-farm equipment for
the dairymen, newest machinery to be
powered by horses, the developing
farm tractors, farm t ractor equipment,
and household eq uipment were
shown by enthusiastic concess ioners .
Some salesmen m ade enough contacts to carry t hem t hrough months of
customer sales and service. The in itial
show was an excit ing happening but a
big problem for t he arrang ements
committee. The armory space was
needed for t he popular evening lectures . Already, the ponderous steam
engines, oil pull tra ctors , and grain
separators wanted space . The need for
ground level space w it h large doors
was clear by 1919. Two build in gs
were completed by the Livestock
Association by that year and paid for
by gifts and the sale of shares. This

success encouraged the show managers to plan a third building for the
" Industrial Show" as it was called .
Livestock producers weren 't too
excited about the third building. The
farm economy was going downhill.
Yet, plans were developed, some
funds were raised, and the rest borrowed to build Annex B, known as the
Industrial Building. The building was
40' x 144' and was specifically set
aside for the Industrial Show, what is
known today as the Farm Service

Show, a major segment of Winter
Shows. It, too, was an immediate
success when put to use in 1920.
The Winter Shows Board of Managers, the official title of the planning
leadership in 1920 and since, disapproved ofthe frivolous concessions,
the carnival atmosphere and the kind
of activities which merely parted
people from their money and really
didn't give . anything substantive in
return. The board has never approved

AUTO PARTS-EQUIPMENT-WELDING SUPPLIES
MINNESOTA STORES:
Crookston, Barnesville, Hallock
Karlstad, Moorhead
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Grand Forks
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the noisy hawking type of concession
but rather has emphasized attractive,
well-designed, booth displays, those
that depend on people stopping by in a
reasonably quiet atmosphere to look,
to learn, and to question. This policy
hasn't been easy to maintain, and
. there have been times when concessions slipped in without the board
knowing all the facts. Needless to say,
these hawkers weren 't allowed to
come back a second year.
While sales of a product or service is
the name of the game, again, the board
of managers likes to emphasize that
showing a product is of prime importance.
Overbearing and overt sales campaigning which tends to disturb other
concessioners or unduly pursue the
customer is avoided . Currently, there
are concessioners which have been
with the Red River Valley Winter
Shows for over 40 years, and there are
many others who have exhibited
between 20 and 30. The whole gamut
of services to the farming industry can
now be found at the RRVWS: farm
machinery, household machinery and
equipment, mass media, farm buildings, fertilizers, pesticides, governmental service, farm organizations,
church,
homemaking,and
youth
groups, farm organizations, and
Hobbyists. This long list doesn't fully
cover the variety of concessioners
who buy space at the show each year
and tend their booths for the Farm
Service Show.
Today the total number of concessioners is 331. The income is
about $147 ,600 . The first show had
26 concessioners who collectively
paid $510 to show their wares in the
armory. There were those who could
not be admitted because of their large
equipment or because all space had
been allotted. Today there is still a
waiting list of people who want to
display at the show. A list of the first
concessioners at the 1917 show is in
the appendix, as well as a list of those
who were at a recent show. Three farm
service concessioners who have been
with the Winter Shows for 30 years or
more are Agsco, Inc., Grand Forks, ND;
Bemidji Woolen Mills, Bemidji, MN;
and Townsend, Inc., Fergus Falls .
Here are some of the comments:
"We make most of our living atfairs,
celebrations and the like."
"The Red River Valley Winter
Shows is one of the best run shows
and we do a top dollar business there
every year."
"We meet hundreds of our regular
customers, talk over new products,
and meet new friends. It is one of the

best shows of its kind for our business. "
"The Winter Shows at Crookston
has been a good outlet for woolen
goods. Paul Brekken was one of our
favorite people with the Winter
Shows. "
The industrial show at the current
time is a substantial source of income
for operating the Winter Shows. The
standard charges made at this time are
$3 .75 per square foot of space . The
rate is less than at some of the other
regional shows held in the wintertime,
such as the shows in Brandon, Manitoba, and Valley City, North Dakota.
A farmer from the region recent ly
commented that "the Service Show
isn't as useful as it used to be. The
amount of farm equipment shown
seems to be going downhill. The new
ideas coming on the market aren't
necessarily at the Winter Shows as
they used to be," A few farmers from
the easterly part of the region have
observed that the smaller kind of farm
equipment that they used to be able to
come to see is not always displayed.
Can the winter shows insure that the
latest in small farm , as well as large
farm equipment, be at the show each
year? Maybe this criticism needs a
good look in the years ahead!
There are many small booths
creeping in with their objective of
accumulating names on a list and
communicating with the prospects
about their product after the show is
over. Many booths offer a gift to lucky
people at drawings held at the close of
the show. Literature on services abounds. A few visitors come equipped
with their ink pads and stamps and
visit all of the booths getting their
names on the prize drawing lists.
One concessioner who wishes to
remain unnamed indicates that he has
been at the show for many years and
he has made his living selling equipment and facilities to farm people. He
is enthusiastic because he learns from
farm people as they stop by his booth
at the show. They help him stay
abreast of building needs on the
' changing farm scene. He says he
makes contacts annually which add up
to over sixty percent of his business for
the entire year. A concessioner who
represents one of the farm organizations indicated that the Red River
Valley Winter Shows is one of the
solid farm expositions in the entire
midcontinent. Further, he indicated
that having it in the midwinter was
especially good because while a few
can go south to Florida and Arizona,
most people have to stay here.
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Attending an exposition in the midd le
of winter gives them a place to go, to
visit, to see new ideas, to talk over
some of their plans, and to go back
home renewed and uplifted. A member of an organization says he has a
chance to renew acquaintance with
his far-flung membership over the
entire northwestern Minnesota. He
wouldn 't miss the show for anything .
What's the future of the Farm
Service Show? Undoubtedly, the
board of managers would be hard put
to meet the expenses of the ten-day
exposition without the rentals from a
Farm Service Show. Al l good and
worthwhile ideas need constant evaluation and adjustments as needed.
There is an undercurrent of thinking
that questions whether the trend of
the modern Farm Service Show is
away from a learning experience with
the latest equipment and ideas for
food and fiber production. Is there too
much emphasis on commercialism
and not enough on displaying new
products and new ideas which build
the quality of farming? Is having a
member on the board of managers
from the farm service industry appropriate? This idea isn't new, but has
been dropped from time to time
because the concessioners aren't an
organized group. Representing the
interests of all concessioners would
be very difficult for such an individual
board member. The board of managers
recognizes the communications gap
. and is spending an increasing amount
of time with the concessioners each
year. Maybe the board of managers
needs to be listening to what show
visitors are saying about the farm
service show.
Certainly the number of services
available to the modern farm enterprise are nearly countless in number.
Finding a desirable balance between
new and continuing ideas and services
each year is probably the major
challenge facing the board in the
immediate years ahead. An interesting, neat Service Show of wide variety
should be of most educational value to
the greatest number of show visitors,
both farm and non-farm families.

CHAPTER X

Quality of Life - People
The Winter Shows began as the
service and educational arm of Minnesota' s Land Grant University. The
University was beginning to reach out
into the countryside in northwestern
Minnesota in the late 1800' s and early
1900's. The people on the land were
struggling to make a living and a
satisfying life. The best established
educational arm about 1910 was the
one-room country school , readily
available to most farm families. Farmers and others who came to the first
Winter Shows programs were lonely
for fellowship, eager to hear about the
new " experiment farm, " and ready to
listen to outsiders. Music, singing,
pageants, educational contests, all
added a special quality of experience
for the early visitors of the Winter
Shows. People on the land were longing to hear ~he voices of knowledge, of
investigation, of experience to speak
to them, talk with them, to answer
questions.
For the most part, it was the
community leaders and innovators
who came to those early short
courses. Such a trend continued even
as the Winter Shows changed program ideas to fit the shifting scene
from horsepower to tractor, from
walking to the mailbox to the modern
three-wheeler, from almost no communication with the outside world to
so much that sorting out what is fact
and what isn't becomes a daily challenge.
The individual members of the
board of managers, of course, have
changed with time . An estimated 300
men and women have served on the
board during the 75-year history.
Some have served over 40 years -- a
generation of time . Generally, tenure
on the board extends several years.
This longer tenure, yet with the constant infusion of new people, provides
stability of purpose and the creative
challenge of new ideas.
A study of the program booklets
finds a recurring theme which gives
emphasis to speakers , events and activities that extended the quality of life.
The major projects or activities which
are particularly designed to enhance
the quality of living are explained in
this chapter.
YOUTH ACTIVITIES ·
A natural and immediate happening

Yout~ ac~ivities

at the Winter Shows includes more than judging contests,
showing livestock, and attending clinics . Opportunities to serve and to experience the unusual are available . This group of FFA students serve the King Agassiz
banquet and also get a chance to visit first hand with former Senator and Vice
President Hubert Humphrey.

in the early Winter Shows was the
emphasis given to the human family,
out there working with the soil and
water to produce crops and livestock.
All hands in the family were organized
to survive in the setting chosen by the
pioneer farmers of the Valley. It wasn 't
surprising, therefore, that leadership
of the Winter Shows included youth
very early in the 75 years.
Interestingly enough, the earliest
youth contests were related to that
very prominent institution out in the
country, the one-room country school.
Spelling contests were popular and
continued as long as the country
schools were on the scene. Declamatory, posture, essay, and one-act play
contests were programmed for nearly
two decades beginning about 1915.
Vocal and instrumental music by youth
groups in those early years provided
entertainment at programs. The music
department of the Northwest School
of Agriculture ;and their students probably sang and played at more Winter
Shows programs than any other single
group of Red River Valley youth up
until 1968, when the N.W. School
phased out to make room for the
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Technical College. In the late 1950s,
and through most of the 70's, high
school bands were bused in during the
day to play and to see the show.
A Talent Show now known as the
"Talent Festival" was developed by
the board of managers, with the
Crookston Jaycees initially cooperatmg to start the project.
This talent contest provided an
opportunity for young people to compete in drama, dance, voice, and instrumental. The 75th year, 1985, will
be the 26th consecutive Talent Festival to attract amateur youth as indivi~uals or groups. Currently, the
musIc department of the Technical
College organizes the Talent Festival
each year as a service to the Winter
Shows exposit ion . As many as 50
auditions have been held each year,
from which approximately a dozen top
numbers are selected for an evening of
fmal competition in Kiehle Auditorium
at the University of Minnesota Technical College. Expert judges select the
top three numbers , and cash prizes are
awarded by the Winter Shows board
of managers. Weather permitting, the

MEMBER FDIC

The area Bremer Banks have
been serving the needs of the people
in the Red River Valley for decades.
During this time, we have been
proud of our association with the
Red River Valley Winter Shows and
the innovative programs that are
conveyed through it.
We congratulate the Winter
Shows on their 75th Anniversary
serving the Red River Valley.
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MEMBER FDIC

The Bremer Banks Listed Below
Salute'The Red River Valley Winter Shows:
First American Bank
of Crookston

First American Bank
of Grafton

First American Bank
of Larimore

First American Bank
of Warren

First National Bank
of Crookston

State Bank
of .Shelly
Members Bremer Financial Corporation
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Kiehle Auditorium is fi lied to capacity,
as many people enjoy amateur entertainment by young people.
The vocational agriculture department of high schools and the boys and
girls 4-H clubs in the region have
integrated the Winter Shows into their
youth programs. For over 20 years, the
first Saturday of the ten-day show has
been set aside as Youth Day. More
than a thousand 4-H 'ers, FFA'ers, and
others from the entire northwestern
Minnesota and even from North
Dakota gather to compete in a wide
variety of educational contests, demonstrations, and clinics .
An opportunity to see young farm
animals just born or being born and a
chance to ride on a pony are provided
by the Crookston and Climax Future
Farmers of America chapters each
yea r. Preschool children from surrounding communities find this a very
special day, which ends up with tired
parents and tired ponies but happy
kids.
To summarize, the youth events in
today's Winter Shows are stronger
than ever. The l iv es of youth are enriched and strengthened . Among today's strong families living in the Red
River Valley many speak with pride
about the ribbons, the championships
won, the wholesome experiences, the
fun , and chuckle over some of their
mistakes at the Winter Shows.

VALLEY FARMER AND HOMEMAKER HONORS BANQUET
The Red River Valley Development
Association was looking for ways in
the 1930's to generate respect and

pride into the farming scene during
those difficult depression years. Under
the leadership of Supt. Tom McCall,
who at that time was also president of
the Red River Valley board of managers and the Red River Valley livestock Association, the leaders traveled
the countryside and consulted with
extension workers and other rural
groups, asking how can we demonstrate to the public at large the kind of
attitudes and values whch really are
the building blocks of communities at
the grassroots level in good years as
well as in poor times? How can we find
them? Should we just have a top
farmer and his wife honored for the
entire Red River Valley or one for each
county?
Out of these discussions developed
a plan to honor a farm couple from
each county for the good example they
set with their family life, their community servic e, their farming operation, and the ir concern for conserving
the natural resources of soil and water.
To serve on a selection c ommittee in
each county, the group invited the
county agent, the leaders of the
various fa rm organizations, a Vo-Ag
instructor if avai lable, the director of
the Red River Valley Development
Association in the county, and a
member of the county board. This
must have been a reasonably good
plan, for since 1938 it is still used in
approximately its original form .
Has the program been successful?
One county extension director writes:
The Valley Farmer and Homemaker
committee in the county is always an
exciting committee to work with. They
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seem so willing to come to a meeting
to search out a deserving couple to
receive the honor at the Winter
Shows. I have helped select 26
couples. I sense the real honor these
couples experience and probably because they know they have been selected by a cross section of their peers
and neighbors. I make it a point to visit
with them immediately after the selection has been completed and usually they say it must have been a
mistake that they were actually chosen. The committee should really find
someone who is more outstanding.
Seeing them early gives the honored
couple time to find someone to milk
the cows or do the chores while they
attend the honors banquet and the
Winter Shows.
The extension director goes on to
point out that this is a very worthwhile
program because :
" These people are without a doubt
deserving and something special. The
honors banquet is a topnotch event
and the beautiful presentation of the
plaque leaves lasting memories. I find
these plaques always in a very prominent place in the homes of honored
couples. Our local newspapers are
very helpful and give front page space
for the write up sent in by the county
extension director. pictures and the
like. Over the years, I have attended
several of the banquets and find all
most meaningful. The program has
always been appropriate and succeeds in featuring the importance of
the kind of leadership and the kind of
values, the kind of attitudes that these
people maintain in their communities.
The Valley Farmer and Homemaker
Honors Banquet is the finest program
at the Winter Shows and let's hope it
can continue for many more years. "
Another quotation
county:

from

another

"Seldom is there an event or activity
that cannot be improved. For this
year's Valley Farmer and Homemaker
Banquet. however, I am hard pressed
to think of a suggestion. The keynote
speaker was missed, but the special
award given to the Builder of the
Valley used that time well and really
augmented the honors given to the
Valley Farmer and Homemakers. I was
so pleased to feel that the addition of a
new award in no way complicated the
honoring of the Valley Farmer and
Homemakers for 1984."
Over a 46-year period more than
700 couples (usually a farm couple)
have been honored in the 14 county

The Red River Valley Development Association has presented two " ·Builder of the Valley" awards in recent years. Mr. Edgar
Hetteen (left), Thief River Falls, developer of the snowmobile, inventor of the straw chopper for modern grain combines, among
many accomplishments, was honored with his wife, Hannah. Mr. Melvin Ouse, Rothsay, MN, farmer, REA leader, flying farmer,
strong family leader among many other leadership roles and his wife, Celia, were the most recent so honored. Both recipents
received a personalized plaque memoralizing their contributions and grassroots leadership as Builders of the Red River Valley.
area. Keynote speakers include industrial leaders, university presidents,
governors, senators, congressmen,
authors, state legislators, and farmers.
A complete banquet is tastefully and
efficiently served, and a beautiful.
personally engraved plaque is presented by the Red River Valley Development Association .
Here again, the service leadership
of University personnel must be noted.
The superintendent and staff of the
Northwest School and Experiment
Station have, under the Development
Association committee, looked after
the legwork and details of arranging
the banquet affair year after year. This
University group adds permanence
and smoothness of operation to the
event. The leadership of the extension
director in each county adds that
necessary expertise, stability, and
respect to the yearly selection process
and is certainly one of the continuing
factors insuring the success of the
program.
To summarize, the Valley Farmer
and Homemakers Banquet is a high
point at each Red River Valley Winter
Show. The board of the Minnesota
Red River Valley Development Association, cooperating with the Winter
Shows board of managers, takes a
great deal of pride in this activity .
Without question the people who
have been honored through the years

are recognized by their neighbors as
having enhanced the quality of life for
themselves . as well as for all their
neighbors here in the Red River Basin.
BUILDER OF THE VALLEY AWARD
The Winter Shows has always been
characterized by an element of vitality,
a sort of a forceful aggressiveness
throughout its history, despite the
loosely structured organization. New
ideas are tried. Some fail and others
continue. In more recent years a deliberate effort has been made to seek
public opinion and reactions during
the ten-day show. The "Red Jacket
Boys", the board members, circulate
among the crowd of visitors, listening
and questioning. Planning committees and a variety of cooperating
organization boards are doing more
evaluating each year. Emerging from
such dialogue comes the remodeling
of old ideas and the trying of new
ideas. In such an evaluation session by
the board of the Red River Development Association about four years ago
was born the Builder of the Valley
honors idea. It took about two years to
develop and adopt the Builder of the
Valley Award project. As a reminder to
the reader, the Minnesota Red River
Valley Development Association is a
nonprofit corporation representing the
14 counties in northwestern Minnesota . Their major purpose is to encour-
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age resource development through
the Winter Shows. The Builder of the
Valley Award was developed to recognize unusual grassroots leadership
and creativity which have contributed
significantly to the quality of life on
land in the Red River Basin and
beyond.
The award is intended to be among
the top honors given at the Winter
Shows. It recognizes people who work
quietly, and through their steadiness,
creativity, and community involvement do build the quality of life
economically, socially, and spiritually.
The honor is awarded to farmers or
those who provide services and who
live in northwestern Minnesota. It is
the policy of the board of directors to
give the award from time to time and
not necessarily annually. A project
committee from the board studies all
the recommendations for this award in
detail. Recommendations of the project committee are then acted on by
the full board of the Minnesota Red
River Valley Development Association
for final decision. So far two such
awards have been given.
KING AGASSIZ PROJECT
During the late 1950's the quiet but
forceful enthusiasm of the board of
managers and fund-raising task forces
(all volunteers) out in each county

went beyond the planning and funding
of a building and a facility for the next
40 or 50 years. They searched for a
symbol of emerging leadership in
agriculture . A "princess " was suggested as was a " snowman". A 150' long
by 25 ' high Red River Valley panorama
painted on the front of the new Winter
Shows building wasn't practical. A
farm animal mascot was impossible
because of its care and upkeep. This
brainstorming among the Winter
Shows board was finally placed in the
hands of a committee who were to
saarch for a symbol that would reach
out into every county annually and
could develop into something that
would be maintained by people out in
each county, yet focused on the Red
River Valley Winter Shows . The King
Agassiz project was born .
The first committee meeting was
held December 12,1960, at 3:30 p.m.
at the Northwest School of Agriculture. The board of managers appointed
George Nornes as chairman, and he
gathered t he following committee
aro und him for this meeting. Mrs.
Sonja Knapp, Marlin Johnson (Asst.
County Agent, West Polk County) ,
John Drake and Fred Schulzke (Advisory from the fund-raising campaign
office) . Mr. Ray Eggert (Beltrami) was
added to the committee. The committee minutes records suggestions
for added committee membership.
The idea of finding a county representative in each county to be
honored continued to grow. The involvement of county agents and Vo-Ag
instructors to select the initial county

Dr. James Lofgren, President of the Winter Shows, officially signals a new era by
shifting the hat from King Agassiz XXII (bare headed) to Marvin Hanson, Hallock,
MN, at the 1983 Winter Shows. L to R: President Lofgren; Charles Swanson,
King Agassiz XXII, Michael Swanson, Steven Swanson, Patti Swanson, Gail
Hanson, Marvin Hanson, King Agassiz XXIII ; George and Kate Hanson.
candidates was discussed because a
name for the county representative
didn 't come easy. Titles from "atomic
age farmer" to " Agassiz Farm King "
were developed. Finally from a list of
18, King Agassiz for the Winter Shows
region and County King Agassiz forthe
county representative were picked .
The County Kings are chosen locally
in each county, and the King Agassiz is
selected by expert judges at the
Winter Shows . Deadlines were set.
Machinery was established out in the
county for the selection of candidates .
The following rules applied : The first

has a complete line of. ••
CARGILL SEEDS
Box 2373
Fargo. NO 5B108
1· 800· 732·2422
1· 800·362·3 145 (Outside NO)
ASK FOR EXTENSION
NUMBER 136

.. ,superior corn varieties
.. ,sorghums-forage and grain
... alfalfas-Iong or short rotations
... hybrid blends and silage corn for
high tonnage and production
THEY ARE PROFIT MAKERS
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selection committees in the county
were made up of the county extension
agent and Vo-Ag instructors. Local
newspapers cooperated by writing a
story on the project requesting nominations be sent to the county agent,
the final selection in time to be
honored, announced and publicized
prior to the Winter Shows .
Choosing these candidates is not a
beauty or popularity contest. The
person chosen must have qualities of
leadership needed to reach the rich
potential of farming and related living
in the Red River Basin. The candidate
must be 25 to 39 years of age . The
person is judged chiefly on what he
does with what he has. His bas ic
farming progress is demonstration of
his talent as a developing, farm businessperson. The way he overcomes
obstacles is important as are his
general community reputation, and his
personality to represent the Winter
Shows before the public in an adequate manner. The committee met
several times and by early January
cleared the hurdles for the King
Agassiz idea. Information went out to
the counties. The counties produced
nine County Kings forthe 1961 Winter
Shows . It was a"very creditable beginning. The committee was enlarged to
make the final plans, with George
Nornes as chairman , Mrs. Sonja
Knapp (FHA. Climax) , Marlin Johnson
(Asst. County Agent, West Polk
County). Ray Eggert (Beltrami), Mrs.
Gilman Hanson (Crookston), T.W .

Thorson (Crookston), Jean So lheim
(Crookston), Bertha Ross (Fisher), and
Mrs. Andy Dragseth (Eldred).
An interesting description of the
first coronation is described by Mr.
Marlin Johnson, a committee member.
" Richard Fitzsimmons,
farmer,
legislator; from Argvle, MN was
named King Agassiz I. During the
coronation at the Central High Auditorium, with a packed house, the
trumpeters did not get the prearranged signal from T. W. Thorson to
sound the trumpets at the right moment. Finallv, Mr. Thorson spoke out
very 10udlV to 'blow the trumpets. ' The
Grand Forks television station was on
hand to record the event. On the
television news that evening, we saw
the trumpeters and in the background
we heard T. W. Thorson 's voice say
blow the trumpets and the appropriate
flourishes then came forth ."

So a new idea was born rather
quickly. It grew fast! Within a couple of
years, every county had a County King
Agassiz with two in each of Polk
County and Ottertail County because
of their very large size. This process
produces 16 County Kings each year,
and it is rare that the slate isn 't full. The
original committee must be given
great credit for their foresight and their
long-time interest. New committee
members have been added as replacements for retirees. The former County
Kings now exceed 300 in number.
King Agassiz XXIV was elected in
February of 1984. The program has
succeeded in identifying the young
leadership coming up the ladder. The
early County Kings are now found in
local, regional , and national positions
of responsibility. The majority of the
County Kings still live in the northwestern scene. They have formed a
County King Agassiz Association, and
this group is now beginning to assume
responsibility for planning Kings
Agassiz activities at the Winter
Shows . They petitioned successfully
to have a person on the board of
managers. Mr. Karol Berglund of Ada
was elected their first representative
on the board.
At present, the King Agassiz plan ning committee is changing to include
the immediate past king , the board of
managers representative, chairperson
ofthe King Agassiz Association , along
with other former County King personnel. Mr. Nornes is still active on the
committee . Out in the counties the

selection of the County King has also
chan ged. The previous year County
King puts together a committee of
previous County Kings and makes this
selection in the spring of each year.
The person selected is then crowned
at the county fair or before some other
suitable audience in the summer. The
reigning King Agassiz and family are
usually on the scene to help with the
crowning.
This King Agassiz group is a growing force for leadership development
in northwestern Minnesota . The system works now because it really does
identify the high-quality leadership at
present.
This activity developed somewhat
differently from a number of major
events at the Winter Shows because it
had no initial frontline leadership from
the University of Minnesota. Rather,
the University cooperated . The leading person who has given years of
stability and leadership has been
George Nprnes, former Vo-Ag instructor from Climax, Minnesota, who
himself was King Agassiz III. Erman
Ueland, another King Agassiz and Vo Ag instructor from Fertile, served on
the committee for many years and
provided
steady,
forward-looking
leadership. The guidance of women
on the original committee must not be
overlooked. Without the ladies many
of the ideas involving the family of the
King probably would have been overlooked. The Red River Valley King
Agassizes have established friendships that reach into their homes from
time to time, building a relationship

which has to be a plus in northwestern
Minnesota .
The County King Agassiz Association is traveling toward the point
whe re it can operate under its own
steam as part of the Winter Shows
human resource development activity.
In its early stages of organizational life
it has prepared a constitution and bylaws. The men and their wives gather
at Winter Shows time for fellowship
and welcoming the new crop of kings
each year. The number of former kings
attending the coronation ceremonies
is growing.
The coronation ceremony has developed into one of the finely-tuned,
exciting, well-conceived events of the
Winter Shows week . Without a doubt
it's . an experience that the young
couples or singles involved will long
remember. There is increasing emphasis on involvement of the County
Kings' family. This is a most desirable
and a very healthy trend and needs
further encouragement.
There is also a current development
today where the University of Minnesota extension service is providing
emerging leadership training experience for individuals like the County
Kings. This trend could develop into
an exciting and useful experience as
these young citizens have an opportunity to widen their sphere of understanding and experience. Each group
of County Kings will have the opportunity to grow and develop in a program
over which they have some control of
the purpose and content.
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WINTER SHOWS HALL OF FAME

Framed and dated pictures would be
hung in the permanent Hall of Fame
gallery located in the Winter Shows
Arena.

Without a doubt, the freewill service
of hundreds of citizens is what produces the Winter Shows each year.
The many who give a few minutes to a
few hours of time and energy are led by
other volunteers who provide days and
weeks of leadership service . The
board of managers wondered whether
there might not be some way to honor
such dedicated leadership. In the early
1960's the group suggested that any
person having given long-time and
unusual service to the Winter Shows
should be recognized with due explanation at an appropriate meeting or
banquet at the Shows . A personally
engraved plaque would be presented.

A total of 54 citizen-leader-servants
have been honored to date. A list is
provided in the appendix.
The original Hall of Fame committee
appointed by the board of managers
included George Nornes, chairperson;
Harold Thomforde , B.E. Youngquist,
and Paul Brekken . Nominations are
made by the board of managers annually.
A change in definition was made in
1968 when a citizen-leader might be
honored for volunteer leadership in

PEI?SI
Rt. 3, P.O. Box 485

SENIOR CITIZEN DAY
The Winter Shows without question
has something for everyone , and
senior citizens are not overlooked.
They are included in the programming
and the service activity of the women 's
division. They come in by the busload
from all parts of the region. The board
of managers reduces the price of their
tickets at the door, and the women 's
division committee always has something interesting for those who want
to visit together and tour the show.

HORSEBREEDER'S HALL OF FAME
The Red RiverValley Horsebreeders
established a program honoring those
who provide planning and
--'ltions
service to the Horse Show .. ... '{ have
done a good job of recognizing volunteer service. Plaque presentations
are made at suitable ceremonies . and
a gallery of pictures of people so
honored is maintained in the Winter
Shows Arena by the Association .

TO SUMMARIZE

THE CHOICE OF
A NEW GENERATION.™
Pepsi Cola Bottling Co.

the Red River Basin for other reasons
besides Winter Shows.

The quality of life in the Red River
Basin depends much on the values,
activities, and stewardship of people
who live on the land here. The Red
River Valley Winter Shows board of
managers places highest priority on
those programs of the midwinter
shows which recognize and encourage the kind of human resources
which enhance the quality of life in
northwestern Minnesota and beyond.

Thief River Falls

Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation
UNITED STA TES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL TURE

CROPS INSURABLE FOR 1985

• Wheat. Barley. Oats. Flax. Sugar Beets
• Sunflowers. Potatoes. Soybeans. Dry Beans

INSURANCE AGAINST ALL RISKS
FROM SEEDING TO STORAGE OF GRAIN
The late Carl Ash was a leader in
extension education for the Red River
Valle y. a respected friend of the
farmer and a trusted leader among
leaders. He is an example of the solid
foundations undergirding the 75-yearold Winter Shows.

Information Available Without Obligation
Write or Call:
VERONICA HORTON & STEVEN GEA TZ

406 North Broadway. Crookston, MN
Phone: 281-1563
After Hours Call 281-1379
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CHAPTER XI

Letters, Intervievvs and Telephone Calls
Early in 1984 letters were sent to 68
individuals inviting opinions and observations about the 75-year old Red
River Valley Winter Shows. An item
was also placed in the quarterly
Northwest Agricultural Experiment
Station News published in early April
of 1984, announcing the Winter
Shows history writing project and
inviting contributions . More than 60
responses were received via letter and
telephone and have been included
throughout the book. This chapter,
however, records a number of letters
and quotations from the interview
process, all of which capture in their
own way the consistent spirit of the
volunteers who have been part of the
75-year history. Each letter or quotation will be introduced with the person's name and a few words about his
or her connection with the show.

C.J. (Rudy) Gustafson of Route 2,
Underwood, Minnesota, was a county
extension agent for five years in West
Ottertail County and a leader of the
fund raising taskforce to construct
facilities in 1960. Later he directed the
Farm Service Department for the
Ottertail Power Company and retired
recently as vice president for development. He has one of the long-time
records of volunteer service to the
Winter Shows .

organizing the listening to oral rea sons. While with Ottertail Power
Company, I spent the entire week at
the show. Now as I reflect on those
years, my most vivid memories are of
several very severe cold and stormy
days that somehow seemed to occur
the week of the Winter Shows. This
convinces me that there had to be
great educational value to make it
worthwhile for farmers to leave home
and drive to Crookston and they did, in
ever increasing numbers year after
year.
As for the judging contests in the years
following World War I/, participants,
including 4-H and FFA members, the
subcollegiate teams from the Minnesota Agriculture Schools and the Park
River North Dakota Aggies as well as
great numbers of young farmer teams
coached by the Veteran 's Agricultural
Instructors working in the region for
several years after World War II.
The reason for farmers coming to the
shows were the educational benefits
they received from studying the commercial exhibits. The exhibits usually
featured new products and ideas. The
chance to see and to study highquality livestock, poultry, crops exhibits, and talk with agriculture ex-

tension specialists who were always
at the show, and finally for the knowledge they could obtain by attending
the broad scope of seminars and
lectures conducted by University of
Minnesota staff members as well as
other recognized experts. This was
true for the farmer's wife, for there
were annual sessions planned for the
ladies.
As a professional person working in
agricultural education, the Winter
Shows had great value for me. It put
me in close contact for a whole week
with fellow workers and specialists so
that I had a chance to ask questions
and to get answers to things that were
bothering me.
The building of a new arena located on
the site north of Crookston was a great
undertaking and a tribute to the leadership of Bill Strickler, Bernie Youngquist, Harold Thomforde, and the
leadership of many others. It changed
the character of the show. Instead of
the events being scattered in many
locations, it brought everyone and
everything together. In a way that was
kind of sad because there was a
certain romance and excitement in
having many things going on at the
Methodist
Church
Presbyterian

I began attending the Red River Valley
Winter Shows in 1946 when I was
West Ottertail County extension
agent. I was the coach of the 4-H
judging team and escort for the farm
couple from West Ottertail County
selected to receive the Valley Farmer
and Homemaker Award from the Development Association. I continued to
attend each year until about 1980. I
left the Extension Service in 1951 and
established the Farm Service Department for the Ottertail Power Company
but continued attending the Winter
Shows as a commercial exhibitor and
as a volunteer helper in conducting
various events at the show.
My job for many years was superintendent of the livestock judging contest, working with O. M. Kiser and later
others instructing the participants in
the mechanics of the contest and

Bottled & Distributed by Crookston Coca Cola
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Church, the high school auditorium,
out at the agriculture school, at the
Chevrolet garage, at the old armory, at
the Grand Theatre, and like places.
But it was very fortunate that no major
catastrophe occurred in the old location with the big wood heating stoves
and the overloaded electrical circuits.
I think of Mr. Townsend, a concessioner from Fergus Falls, who sold
balloons and ice cream and the like to
show visitors. Every time he used his
ice crusher, he 'd blow a fuse . I know
that Chauncey Carlson, who was the
local manager for the Ottertail Power
Office at Crookston, insisted that his
service representative be close during
the entire show. It was truly an accident waiting to happen. With so many
people crowded inside you could
barely move.
The timing of the show was perfect. In
the dead of winter, people were looking for an excuse to get off of the farms
or out of their businessplace for even a
day. They were in a receptive mood
and a good frame of mind. There have
been great changes in the past 75
years in agriculture and I'm sure that
the Red River Valley Winter Shows
can lay claim to its full share. There
were tremendous numbers of people,
many far removed from Crookston
who gave of their time and talent to
make it successful. I don't know if it
would be possible today to start from
scratch to organize such an event. I
don't think so. Beginning with the
dairymen, pOUltry raisers, Development Association, the hog men, the
sheep producers; the beef cattle
breeders, Crops and Soil Associations,
the women's crew, horticulture society, the farm organizations, commodity organizations, all getting together
for a week to schedule all the programs and events and doing it for 75
years in a row.

Herb Mauritson from Shelly, Minnesota, a farmer and a horse breeder, and
former member of the board of
managers .
My memory of the Winter Shows goes
back to the old days in the buildings
downtown. What a set up that was in
comparison to what there is to work
with today. Many times during my
years with the show, I've caught myself complaining about the lack of
funds for something we really would
like to do or to have. But when I think

back about Bill Strickler, Bernie
Youngquist, Harold Thomforde, and
others putting their necks out a country mile to get a new piece of land with
the buildings and facilities. I really
marvel at your faith and guts. The
Show itself has been more than just
that for years. It's an institution in
itself People really look forward to it
for months. It's a break in the winter. It
would be sorely missed. The fellowship and the educational aspects go
hand in hand. Neither more important
than the other. Seeing all the new
ideas in equipment and products are
exciting even to those who can 't afford
to avail themselves of everything they
might want and even need. It's a show
where both men, women and youth
are served and the rich and the poor
can both afford it. Nothing is so high
priced as to be a burden to anyone.
I was active in the horse show from the
beginning. I remember when Gene
Miller of the Northwest Experiment
Station provided leadership for the
first three-day winter show. He invited
a group of us horse breeders to get
together and suggested that we form a
Red River Valley Horse Breeders Association and provide the leadership
for the horse show portion of the
Winter Shows in the future. Actually,
this is where the Red River Valley
Horse Breeders Association commenced with the objective in mind to
have a winter show at the Valley City
Winter Show as well as the Red River
Valley Winter Shows at Crookston. It
has been a very great experience. I
don't regret the time and effort and
money I've spent. The greatest value
I've received is working with a lot of
fine people, making many friends that
I would never have known without the
Winter Shows.

Frank Forbes, Vocational Agriculture
Instructor, County Agent and Agricultural Extension Administrator, and
member of the board of managers for a
number of years.
I've observed the Red River Valley
Winter Shows for 45 years and I see it
as a focal point for various educational
programs during its 75-year history.
During that time the Red River Valley
region evolved from the horse and
buggy time society to a high developed agricultural-industrial complex
society equal to that of any in the
world.
The emphasis on youth educational
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programs through 4-H, FFA, and FHA
judging demonstration activities has
had a great influence in developing
leadership skills among the farm
families from one generation to the
next. There 's a continuing need for
these types of activities in the future.
The Valley Farmer and Homemaker
A ward where an outstanding farm
couple from each county is selected
by their peers as an example of top
farming and homemaking expertise
and service to the community and care
for the soil and water has brought
honors to many in every county. The
crowning of the King Agassiz each
year from a group of county kings
selected by their peers out in the
counties on an annual basis recognizes outstanding young men and of
course they are usually young couples
coming up the ladder of leadership
ability and service to their community.
It is in itself one of the outstanding
projects of the Red River Valley Development Association.
The Agricultural Extension Service in
each county has played a major role in
the continuing success of the Red
River Valley Winter Shows. Several
county agents, men and women, have
served on various committees and
boards during the 75 years. The
county extension staff have assisted
in the planning and carrying out of the
adult and youth educational activities.
Agents for years have served and yet
today serve as superintendents of
livestock and crops exhibits. Those
experienced leaders, working with the
best livestock and crop producers in
the region, added a valuable dimension to the Winter Shows. I remember
the contributions to the swine industry
by the purebred swine breeders from
various parts of the Valley. Swine
would be housed on the second floor
above the cattle. When the floor
leaked, one would hear some rather
loud grumbling from Howard Balk,
who was the county agent from
Clearwater County and superintendent of the cattle exhibitors below for
more than a 20 year period.
I participated actively in the Winter
Shows for over 20 years beginning
about 1936. At that time I had FFA, 4H and young farmer judging teams
participating in the shows. I was
superintendent of the swine department for over 10 years. During the
post- war years, I served as a member
of the Winter Shows board of managers. That was a time when tremen-

dous change was taking place in agriculture. Agri-educational program and
exhibits focused on new crops and
crop varieties with herbicides, insecticides, fertilizers, farm machinery and
equipment farm storage, grain drying,
livestock feeding and breeding, and
overall management. As I look back
over the history of the past 75 years, it
would be hard to visualize a February
in the Red River Valley without people
making plans to participate in this very
worthwhile event which even though
led by volunteers has met the Challenges of the changes over time.

Juel and Leona Torvi. Juel Torvi was a
farm foreman at the Northwest Experiment Station for some 35 years and
was one of the Station staff members
who did a lot of legwork getting things
ready for the show each year.

My first show was the winter of 1926.
Our work then as well as for many
years was to move all necessary
equipment and supplies for running
the show including chairs, cabinets,
typewriters, files, and the like to
downtown Crookston for the full week
of the show and then move it all back
to the Experiment Station. Many of the
meetings were held out at the School
of Agriculture and another job was to
keep the entrance open which was
quite a challenge in stormy weather.
In those days we used a team of
horses and an eight foot wooden
scraper made in the carpenter shop.
One man would hold the scraper and
the other man would drive the team.
There were evening meetings and the
snow-removal days sometimes were
sixteen hours of wading around in the
deep snow. If a real big storm came
along, the Highway Department
would help open the entrance. Later a
caterpillar was purchased and then in
the 50's a snowblower was added on
the John Deere R tractor and we
thought we were in heaven. A large
surplus airport type snowblower was
acquired and used to clear snow on
the Winter Shows ground after the
new buildings were built.

draft horses. Non e o f th e horses from
the Station were entered in the horse
show. The Percheron mares from the
Experiment Station were brought in
for judging contests, however. Room
for livestock was at a premium. There
wasn 't any place to house the horses
inside, so we had to keep them out in
the street and tie them up on a hayrack. This was a problem in below zero
and stormy weather. They were restless and hard to control. One person
from the Experiment Station farm
crew had to stay on hand and keep the
horses under control. In 1928 I helped
put on a big hitch demonstration by a
horse judge from Canada. We used
four stubtailed Percheron mares tandem on a heavy sled. They wrapped
log chains around the back runners to
keep it from sliding too easy.

In the early 1920's, the Northwest
Experiment Station dairy herdsmen
would always show dairy cattle at the
show. This was discontinued in the
1930's. Mrs. Torvi worked with the
Trinity Lutheran Church Ladies Aid.
These church ladies did an outstanding job of serving food at the Winter
Shows, serving from 6 in the morning
until 10 in the evening. They served
coffee, donuts, pies, cookies, and the
best hamburgers and baked beans.
The story is told that the new Trinity
Lutheran Church mortgage had a large
portion paid off with money earned at
the Red River Valley Winter Shows
food concession by the Trinity Lutheran Church Ladies Aid.

The Station farm crew did a lot of
legwork,' meeting trains in the earlier
years and planes in the later years,
assisting with holding of livestock for
judging contests and the other chores
necessary for the show to go on in
good shape. In 1927, farmers brought
in h orses to be judged in the sh ow fo r
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Dr. Gary C. McVey, Head of the
Division of Agriculture for the University of Minnesota Technical College,
and member ofthe board of managers .
Dr. McVey suggests that as the Red
River Valley ·Winter Shows looks down
the road, the program emphasis needs
to continue strong in the area of crop
and soil technology, livestock production, chemical fertilizer use, and farm
management. For the future we need
to be more concerned with how life is
lived in the Red River Valley Basin. We
have a decreasing number of people
actually living on farms and a slightly
increasing number of people living in
towns but dependent on agriculture
for their livelihood.
The increasing dependence on the
foreign export of food and fiber to
maintain the financial vitality of agriculture in the Valley requires new
approaches of communicating to the
political representatives the needs of
the agricultural community. There
needs to be more emphasis placed on
the importance of international trade
and in providing high quality educational services in the elementary
through post-secondary areas in our
sparsely populated Valley. More program time needs to be devoted to the
environment of the Red River Valley,
including the effects of using large
quantities of chemica1- bare land
farming systems and how these relate
to the soil movement human health
and so forth. Specialty crops and agricultural financing need increased
attention.

Dr. Olaf C. Soine, Professor Emeritus ,
long-time member of the Northwest
Agricultural Experiment, president of
the Red River Valley Development
Association, and secretary-treasurer
of the Winter Shows board of managers for an extended period of years,
now retired . Dr. Soine served on the
Crookston City Council , also as mayor,
and is a deeply loved and respected
man .
Ask any citizen of Northwest Min nesota this question and I'm sure you
would get a variety of answers, all of
them positive. Perhaps a little review
of the early beginning and constant
growth of the Winter Shows would be
helpful. What the early pioneers
started has been carried on by their
children. Little did those early pioneers who settled in the Red River
Basin of Minnesota realize that this
region would one day blossom into the
greatest small grain, forage, sugarbeet. sunflower. and potato producing
area in the state of Minnesota. However. there were problems in those
early days with adequate drainage,
little knowledge of crop varieties
adaptable to the area, lack of capital
for machinery, and the like.
Perhaps the most serious problem at
this early stage was the lack of information and supply of seed for recommended crop varieties. The Red
River Valley Winter Shows was the
major influence in providing this kind
of information as outstanding speakers were brought in from all over the
nation to challenge Valley residents
with neVI.' ideas. Farmers were given
the latest agricultural information
early enough in the year to plan for the
coming crop season. Very stimulating
programs were arranged for the farmers ' wives with emphasis on the home
and homemaking.
The attendance has increased every
year which in one way testifies to the
quality and value of the Winter Shows.
Economically, the city of Crookston
surely benefited from the large influx
of people during this one week.

The winters tend to be long and at
times dreary in the Valley and the
Winter Shows is a welcome midwinter change of pace. Aside from
intellectual stimulation, farmers and
their wives found a welcome opportunity to socialize, to learn new tricks,
and to have some fun in the process.

Paul Visser, long-time member of the
board for the Red River Valley livestock Association , as well as a
member of the board of managers , and
a farmer from Ada, Minnesota .
The Red River Valley Winter Shows
has promoted education for adults and
especially for youth . It has also been
good for related industries. It has been
a place to meet people and exchange
ideas. It has been a great help to
livestock producers to exhibit and sell
breeding stock and to make contact
with future buyers. I consider my
service and work with Winter Shows
and the Livestock Association one of
the most rewarding and satisfying
experiences of my life for myself and
my family for the last 40 years.

Melvin Ouse, Rothsay, Minnesota,
long-time member of the Red River
Valley Development Association , a
member of the fund raising task force
for the new facility , and one of the
long-time livestock showmen at the
Winter Shows. Melvin and his wife
Celia were honored with the "Builder
of the Valley" award in 1984.
The Red River Valley Winter Shows
has meant a great deal to Northwestern Minnesota and its people.
From its small beginnings to what it is
today, it has been a significant factor
involving people and the information
of needed organizations. I like the way
that the Winter Shows has made it a
point to demonstrate the kind of grassroots leadership that really builds
Northwestern Minnesota. I think of
the Hall of Fame, King Agassiz program, Valley Farmer and Homemaker
program, the Builder of the Valley
awards, all which recognize people
and their efforts to make this area and
country a better place to live. The
hundreds of people who have been
recognized during the past 75 years
could not have been accomplished
w i thout a show of this nature.
We who live in the Red River Bas in are
fortunate to have the Northwest Experiment Station and the College just
next to it to provide the ongoing leadership for a show of this kind. The
experimental research farm has given
fa rmers an opportunity to see and
select good practices in crop production for the region. The shows have
given farmers an opportunity to see
and learn the latest and to exchange
experiences. The livestock industry
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has benefited from having all kinds of
livestock displayed and by having livestock sales of the top animals for
breeding purposes which has im proved the herds and flocks in the Red
River Valley. The Winter Shows have
been held in midwinter when the
people are the least busy and have
time to attend. Last but not least. it
gives people an opportunity to fellowship with each other and that may
be just as important as the educational program.

Mr. Howard Balk, Ortonville, Minnesota, long-time agricultural extension
agent in Northwestern Minnesota and
superintendent of cattle at the Winter
Shows for over 20 years .

The Red River Valley Winter Shows
has been one of the greatest educational organizations with very little
cost to the taxpayer. The importance
of the Winter Shows has been outstanding in the fields of livestock
improvement,
crop
improvement,
farm management, home program, 4H club work, and other activities for
the good of farming. The farmers exhibiting livestock at the Winter Shows
were innovators in their home communities causing friends and neighbors to improve their herds by the use
of better sires and superior females.
The same can be said about the crop
improvement program. These programs plus others made the farms in
the Red River Valley a better place to
live. While acting as superintendent of
cattle at the Winter Shows between
1937 and 1957, I saw a marked
improvement in the quality of livestock and crops in the educational
programming especially in the youth
programming in the Winter Shows.

Richard W. Fitzsimons, Executive
Director, Red River Valley Sugarbeet
Growers Association, was named King
Agassiz I back when that program first
began about 25 years ago. Dick
Fitzsimons was a farmer from Argyle,
Minnesota. He has a distinguished
record in the Minnesota Legislature.
He also was a long time director of the
Red River Valley Development Association board .

My first experience in attending the
Winter Shows in Crookston was in
1937 when I showed an exhibit of

com in the 4-H division. Since that
time I have not missed very many
shows until the last few years when
professional meetings conflict with
the dates.
The Winter Shows has changed very
greatly over the years in many respects. But the one thing that has not
changed is the numbers of people who
come to the shows. They increase in
number each year. Before the new
building was built the crowds of
people had to wind their way through
halls and corridors in the old buildings.
At that time there were many farm
families in attendance with quite a
few s"mall children being carried by
their parents. The older children had a
wonderful time running around to all
those corridors in spite of the congestion. When anyone talked about the
Winter Shows during the 40's, it was
usually about all the storms that
seemed to plague the annual event.
My personal experience was of many
trips when visibility was poor and
almost impossible at times. During all
this the Winter Shows was a major
factor in speeding the process of
changing the Red River Valley from a
horsepowered agriculture to a fuelpowered agriculture. Even more important, the Winter Shows provided a
forum where farm families could
come to learn new farming practices
and cultural methods. This was particularly important in the late 30's
after the long years of farm depression
changed to new hope for farming. It
was equally important following
World War II when the enormous
changes prompted by war were
shifted from making guns to making
plowshares. Much of the strength of
the Winter Shows has been its many
volunteers.

Red River Valley Winter Shows indicates farmers here are ready and
willing to adopt new ideas to stay
competitive. Tomorrow will be no
different. Competition will be greater
and total farm numbers will likely be
smaller. All the more reason for the
Winter Shows to continue to look
ahead as it has always done. With
careful management and boldness in
programming, the Winter Shows can
continue to be a leader enhancing the
quality of life in the Red River Basin for
the next 75 years.

Benton Rindahl, Barnesville, Minnesota, farmer, member of the Livestock
Association board of directors, and
member of the board of managers.
The Winter Shows over 50 years ago
to the Rindahl family was a place to
purchase purebred cattle and hogs. I
think the first hog we purchased was
about 1931. Later I sold my own hogs
and cattle besides showing our dairy
cattle.
After serving on several boards connected with the Winter Shows and
when I was vice-president, I had to
take over the meeting for the president
when he was called away for an
emergency. That was an experience I
won 't forget. Another event to remember was when some people from
Valley City came over to our meeting to
get some ideas on how to start their
own show and look how they are

Agriculture will never remain static.
The exciting future of agriculture will
be to those who respond to the
changes that will surely occur. The
world is the competitor for Red River
Valley Farmers. The long history of the

One of the nicest men we got acquainted with was Mr. Pflughoeft, a
district 4-H leader at the Northwest
School ofAgriculture. That was before
we had a county agent in Clay County.
We put up with the storms and with
the hard work, bringing our livestock
to the show, getting them ready for
competition, but all of that was paid
off when we met our friends again and
all of it really was an experience that I
will always cherish and I know that life
is better in the Valley for a lot of people
because of the Winter Shows.

,. ORSBERG TIRE
YOUR

Without the volunteers in the past and
in the future, the special flavor of the
Winter Shows would be lost. First of
all, financial resources will always
limit the show in expenditures so too
great an overhead would force the
show to charge higher admissions,
resulting in lower attendance and a
show with much less appeal to the
general farm public.

today each with the thousands of
people who come to each of their
wintertime expositions. Another thing
to remember was the futurity show. It
has been fun to see the younger
generation learning at the Futurity
Show and taking over as board members of the Winter Shows. Probably
the greatest value and the thing
looked forward to each by ' people is
meeting and and making friends, getting to know some of the breeders that
put themselves out to start the show
like Mr. Finkenbinder of Crookston. I
think maybe the third generation from
that family is helping now, of Mr.
Lerud (Roy Lerud's father), and of Mr.
Sargeant (who sold our first bred gilt in
the early 30's).
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Car Wash
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Jerry & Kathy Forsberg
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Ted Peet, retired farmer from Wolverton , who led the fundraising forces in
Wilkin County for the new facilities
and served on the W inter Shows board
of managers .
The Red River Valle y Winter Shows
surely has an interesting history surviving a fire in 1935, blizzards, depression of the 1930's, and two world
wars, but still the show never m issed a
year.
The Winter Shows is unique in that it
em compasses a large relatively rich
agricultural area which was once
nothing but a big lake. It gives the
people there a chance to think of this
area as a whole and discuss the
success of agriculture in the past as
well as to look to new challenges in
the future. It is good to look to the past
to learn from experiences. The most
exciting challenge though is in the
future. The thought on most people 's
minds is where do we go from here.
People attend the Winter Shows for
many reasons. The most important.
however, is that it is a place to go to
find new ideas. People of the Valley
have always been looking for ways to
better their way of life. The shows of
the past 75 years have provided such
an opportunity. I'd like to share an
outline looking to the future .
1. Short-term objectives of one to five
years.

A. Ch anges needed next year.
B. Changes necessary during the
next five years (this may include

facilities and other immediate
changes that should be made.
2 . Long-term objectives (more indefinite but looking IOta 20 years) but
is one that is a great challenge.
3 . A. Genetics -- impact on agriculture.
impact on agriB. Space age
culture.
C. Computers
impact on agriculture.
D. Implications of world trade.
E. Conservation of our soil resource.
F. Marketing agricultural products
-- should the local elevators join
others to provide more clout?
G. Recreations
The Winter
Shows is an excellent place to
focus on new concepts and the
emphasis on the front line cutting edge idea should continue
in the future.

Marvin R. Campbell, retired banker
and member of the board of managers
during those difficult years of financing new bui ldings, land, and facilities.
I came to Crookston in 1955 as president of the First National Bank and it
wasn 't long after arriving that I realized the importance of the Red River
Valley Winter Shows to the community and to the area which it serves.
Since plans were already in progress
for the next show to be held in
February of the year I arrived. I'll never
forget the crowded corners, the li mit-

CONGRATULATIONS
ON 75 YEARS
OF
PROGRESS
TO THE COMMUNITY!

Hwy 2 & 75 North • Crookston, MN 56716
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ed space, the poor air conditions that
existed in the buildings on Main Street
utilized for the show for many years. It
was at that time I became aware that
something had to happen with the
Winter Shows facility.
I also recall the fund drive which was
begun to raise funds in the very early
60's. The short Swede, Bernie Youngquist, came on the scene and it was
good to have him aboard. The Crookston community and the regions
served by the Winter Shows were
generous with their contributions and
financial support. The new facility was
built and ready for use in 1962. It's
hard to believe that nearly 40,000
people go through that place now in
ten days.

I was elected to the board about the
time that the problem began to be
identified with financing the project.
New management had been acquired
in an attempt to develop more income
during the periods of time when the
building was not in use. These efforts
not only failed but they complicated
the existing financial problems to the
point where foreclosure by the Omaha
Bank holding the mortgage was
threatened, with the other communities vying for the Winter Shows because of our vexing problems. We
owed about $143,000 on the building
and that was accumulating interest at
12 percent. Financial obligations developed with our local merchants.
Current bills were past due. The
buildings dovmtown were sold but the
income was a lot less than anticipated. When the future looked about
as bleak as we had seen it for many
months and years, the board wisely
selected Paul Brekken to be their
manager. Commencing with this action, the board suggested that the loan
to the Omaha Bank, together with the
outstanding current short-term debt.
be refinanced by a cooperative participation of area banks and other financial institutions. My first reaction
to the idea was negative. I didn 't
realize that the shows would continue
to be supported under the circumstances which existed at the time.
Loan documents were prepared by
legal counsel, Leonard Erickson, with
the help of Harold Thomforde and
others on the board, I was able to sell
the program of participating loans
based on each individual financial
institution 's assets. After much effort
and a little arm twisting, the entire
loan participation was committed

with 20 banks and local savings and
loan associations. A special rate of six
percent was paid to the participating
institutions with a bqlloon payment
due after five years.
It was at this time that the finances of
the shows, despite its past problems,
turned around under the new management. In fact, payments to the
financial institutions were always
made promptly and by the time the
balance of the loan was due in 1978,
reserve had been established for debt
service by the board of directors. It
was about this time that I w.as informed that I would be leaving Crookston to assume the presidency of the
Citizen's Bank in Brainerd. Realizing
that the loan was due and that some
attention would be given to this, I
committed myself to obtaining renewals on the part of the financial
institutions at the rate of seven percent over a term of five years. This was
accomplished just prior to my departure for Brainerd. I am told the
repayment of this was three years
ahead on the principal by the time that
the five year term was up.
This success and contribution to the
general welfare of life in northwestern
Minnesota is history. And it's a history
of which many hard working volunteers of the Valley can be justly proud.
I was glad to be part of it.

Dr. S.D. Sahlstrom, provost, University of Minnesota Technical College.
Dr. Sahlstrom heads one of the cooperating institutions in northwestern
Minnesota. Without the continuing
help of institutions like the College,
the Red River Valley Winter Shows
would soon lose its vitality.

it was important to be active in the
support of the Red River Valley Winter
Shows. It has always been felt that
bringing people onto the campus was
an important contribution to the educational process as well as a valuable
asset to the Col/ege in acquainting
people with the facilities for technical
collegiate education. Through the
support of various seminars and
special educational events, the College has made a substantial contribution to the Winter Shows and in turn
the Winter Shows has contributed
valuable information that could be
used to enhance the quality of life in
northwestern Minnesota. The following is a list of special events that have
been particularly the responsibility of
the Col/ege:

3. Youth Day -- The entire faculty in
the Division of Agriculture has
been involved with the activities of
Youth Day. In addition to the
Col/ege faculty, staff members
have been involved in arranging
space needs on the campus and
preparing facilities for that event.
4 . Contributions from Other Departments -- The audio visual department has been involved with
special events. They assist with
arrangements for the King Agassiz
banquet, especially, the audio-visual equipment needs and other
items throughout the entire Winter
Shows.
5. Food Service -- The food service
department and the hospitality
division have both been involved
with many events each year.

1. Education Day -- Beginning in
1966, the Col/ege has planned and
promoted Education Day. A committee of superintendents works
with the Col/ege administration in
planning this special event. Attendance has always been high
and topics relative to public education have been discussed each
year.

6. Rural Communications Department -- Students from the rural
communications department have
been involved each year in preparing pre-show advertising. The
Winter Shows provides an "on-thejob-experience" for communications students as they organize to
operate a service to the radio,
newspaper, and TV media including news coverage and photography. The Winter Shows provides scholarship awards to the
outstanding student reporters.

2 . Talent Contest -- The Talent Festival responsibility was accepted
by the Col/ege in 1967. During the
early years the event was assigned
to the University relations department. In the recent years, the
department of music has had the
responsibility for the Talent Festival. From every indication that
event has been a remarkable success each year.

7. Horse Activity -- The Division of
Agriculture has been involved in
providing leadership for the horse

HSALUTE TO"
Red River Valley Winter Shows

The legislature provided funds for the
development of college programs at
the University of Minnesota, Crookston in 1965. Since that time various
offices and departments of the College have contributed freely of their
time and effort to assist in supporting
the Red River Valley Winter Shows.
Individuals have done so because of
their commitment as citizens of
northwestern Minnesota to this important educational function. The
Red River Valley Winter Shows is a
volunteer organization and administrators and faculty have felt an obligation to provide their personal support. In addition, the College as a good
citizen of the community has felt that
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pulling contest as well as making
arrangements for the horse show
each year.
B. Service on the Winter Shows Board
-- The provost recommended that
the assistant provost for academic
affairs serve on the board in the
early years of College. Recently,
the chairman of the Division of
Agriculture has been recommended as a replacement. The College
has made provision for a board
member since the beginning of the
collegiate program.
9. Scheduling -- In order to provide
greater service,
the
College
changed its scheduling in order
that the winter quarter would be
completed during the week of
Winter Shows. Additional facilities
could thus be made available for
the activities of the show.
In essence, the College is committed
to the concept of a viable, successful
Winter Shows each year that can
effectively serve the people in northwestern Minnesota. That commitment will continue in the future and is
based on the philosophy that the University is here to serve people as well
as to provide programs of formal instruction. In addition, individuals
within the community college are encouraged to contribute as good citizens of northwestern Minnesota.

Lyle Kie!. Crookston, farmer and former member of the board of managers
and member of the fund-raising team
in 1960.
The Winter Shows has been one of
those causes for good for the advancement of agriculture and certainly
the quality of life is better because the
Winter Shows is part of that life. I've
only heard one criticism and that is
that some think the trend of the Farm
Service Show is going a little bit
heavy toward wearing apparel, organizations, knicknacks and not
enough farm machinery. I've been
glad to be part of the fund raising crew
for the building facilities and I look
with pride on the days which I spent
on the board of managers. Keep up the
good work.

James R. Lofgren, past president,
Red River Valley Winter Shows, former secretary-treasurer of the board of
managers and plant breeder for Dahlgrens, Inc.
It was during my first year as agronomist at the Northwest Experiment

Station that I became involved in the
Winter Shows. I arranged for the
Crops and Soils seminar program and
worked with the barley show samples
that were judged as malting or feed
barley. I'll have to admit I only understood a very small portion of the
Winter Shows at that time. I knew
what I was doing and its importance
but I did not see the large picture.
My first experience in arranging the
Crops and Soils program was on the
whole, very satisfying. The program
usually didn 't take shape until shortly
before the deadline for program printing. During the seminar I got the
feeling that the speakers were coming
across as anticipated. Afterward I was
happy with the acceptance by the
audience and the timely information
beyond the normal county extension
meeting information. The barley show
had 75 exhibits. This was an improvement over the 30 in the year just
previous.
The Winter Shows remains a leading
force in the Valley. The broad and
varied program reaches young and
old, adding to their educational and
spiritual needs. There is a strong challenge each year to have seminars that
keep up with fast-changing innovations of this computer age. Managing
the shows within the financial framework is a major challenge. Attracting
new people to the Winter Shows
needs to be a high priority.
The people of northwestern Minnesota have a feeling of loyality and pride
in the Winter Shows. There is a strong
comradeship existing among the various cooperating organizations and
individuals who plan the show yearly.
The future will bring new leaders with
new ideas. Consequently, the show
will continue to evolve. Some building
expansion and replacement, particularly the cattle barns, will be necessary in the future. A new wing on the
south side would complete the dream
of the people who gave funds in the
early 1960 's.

Charles and Patti Swanson, Kittson
County. Charles was elected King
Agassiz XXII.
The Red River Valley Winter Shows is
one of those leading edge organizations in the thick of new developments
encouraging the fellowship among
farm producers and the sharing of
ideas and planning. The Winter
Shows is important to life in the Red
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River Valley and particularly to the
family farm structure.
The King Agassiz project is an exciting
and very useful experience in human
resource development in the Red
River Basin. It gives ydung people the
chance for greater experiences as they
travel up the ladder of leadership and
responsibility. It is important for the
future strength of farming teamed up
with agri-business in the Red River
Valley. We have been impressed with
the high quality of programs involved
since our first association with the
Winter Shows. We were very honored
to be a family awarded the King
Agassiz crown. The King Agassiz experience was certainly one of our great
family experiences and a highlight of
our lives.

Dr. Laddie J. Elling, Department of
Agronomy and Plant Genetics, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Crops
judge at the Winter Shows.
I have judged the crops show for about
the last five years. I sincerely believe
that since a high percentage of the
agricultural income from the Valley is
crops, that this emphasis is appropriate to the Winter Shows. Year in
and year out, the quality observed in
the crops is excellent. But of course
some years produce better crops than
others. I like the idea of the crops
show surrounding the main entrance
to the show. The farming panorama in
the background gives credence that
crops are the most important to the
area, and people observe them as they
enter the show.
I was a participant on the program
when the shows were held downtown
Crookston. The new buildings and
facilities are a tremendous improvement and a real feather in the cap of
the people in northwestern Minnesota
and they keep the show moving.
You will recall that Professor Dunham,
Otto Swenson, Dr. AI Schmidt and
others cooperated with the show in
the crops contest for many years.
Some of us newcomers work only with
the judging but we respect very much
the leadership of Professor Dunham
and others.

George Nomes, one of the two senior
members on the 24-person board of
managers, long-time vo ag instructor
from Climax, Minnesota, now working

as business administrator for AgriEnergy, Inc., George serves as president of the board of managers and is
chairman of the special events committee. Few volunteers have such a
distinguished record of long-time and
outstanding service to the Winter
Shows.
The early years of the Winter Shows
brought together people from the Red
River Valley for educational meetings,
for fellowship, for a chance to exchange their pioneer experiences.
They came to make family life more
meaningful. Basically, this has not
changed greatly in 75 years. The
change to the advanced technology of
today and the idea that agriculture is
more than farming has added to the
scope; yet the reason for existence of
the Winter Shows remains the same.

Probably the most important aspect of
life in the Red River Valley as encour
aged by the Winter Shows is the
family unit. Those early communities
held together by close ties of families,
community activities and their church
made small settlements in the Valley
and look with pride on their hometown. The Red River Valley Winter
Shows gave these small groups an
opportunity to expand their horizon.
They had a place to go once each year
to meet new friends and to visit old
and to actually enjoy many family
reunions. The Red River Valley Winter
Shows then became a community
away from home that they could take
pride in being part of the mutual
respect and faith which grew out of
the activities of the Winter Shows.
The Winter Shows has always kept up
with the changing times and it will do
the same in the future. Nearly40,OOO
people look to the ten-day event for
opportunity to learn, to making the
best even better. They expect something new, and the Winter Shows
seminars, programs and shows and
exhibits will need to continue to provide that for them. The board of managers will need to look toward more
and/or improved space or more efficient use of the present space in order
to get the total program under one
roof. Really we cannot look to a much
greater attendance at the shows in
terms of the number of different
people attending but we will need to
provide the kind of environment that
will cause people to come to the show
daily for most of the ten-day exposition so they don't miss out on the

chance to upgrade knowledge and to
enhance their way of living, mentally,
physically, and spiritually.

The King Agassiz program started
with the idea of having a young agriculturalist, farmer or one who services
farmers, of the Valley region reign for
one year as an ambassadorial symbol
for the Winter Shows. Too, the person
named is one who symbolizes the
modern complex agricultural business
of northwestern Minnesota. The above objective has not changed since
those early days. The procedures have
changed over the past 25 years including the upgrading of the selection
procedures, the inception of the
County King Agassiz Association,
which is comprised of all the past
county kings, and the schedule of
commitments necessary for the kings
in the local counties, Red River Valley
and state to meet increasing interest
and demand for these young men to
appear at fairs, banquets, parades and
the like. The King Agassiz program
has changed its procedures, but its
original objective remains that of recognizing young citizens coming up the
ladder of leadership here ' in northwestern Minnesota and providing opportunities for them to grow and develop.

Vocational agriculture and the Future
Farmers ofAmerica have been a benefactor and a beneficiary of the Red
River Valley Winter Shows. Some of
the high schools that offered vo-ag

and FFA in the 1930's such as Warren,
Climax, Fertile and McIntosh, participated in Winter Shows activities. Vocational agriculture programs as an
integral part of the curriculum required learning by doing, lab types of
experiences on their home farm and
educational experiences such as were
provided by the Winter Shows. Judging contests in livestock were the first
opportunities at the Winter Shows.
Later, crops judging and identification
were added.
As ideas progressed and the curriculum changed, opportunities such as
cow clipping demonstrations, public
speaking, meats judging and identification, potato judging, livestock
futurity shows, poultry and horse
judging, were made available to FFA
members. Adult and young farmer
education classes are also an integral
part of the total vocational agriculture
programs of the area high schools.
And these classes often had livestock
judging teams entered in competition.
These adult farmer classes and/or
farm management classes often came
by bus to the shows during these
events to further their education by
attending seminars, meetings, and
the shows other activities. Many of the
adult livestock and crop exhibitors got
started showing in the youth division
of the shows and have built successful
farming operations from the experiences they had as youth exhibitors at
the show.
Vocational agriculture
instructors
from many towns in Minnesota bus
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their entire FFA chapters to the show
as an annual educational experience.
Some of the schools, such as Fisher
and Climax, bused their entire student
body to the show for a day. The
progressiveness of school administrators and teachers play an important
part in providing the ongoing interest
in the Red River Valley Winter Shows.

Marlin O. Johnson, county extension
agent and area crops and soils agent
with the agricultural extension service,
long-time cooperator with Winter
Shows planning, chairman of a very
key committee arranging the Crops
and Soils seminar as well as active on
other planning groups from time to
time.
My first visit to the Winter Shows was
back in the mid-forties as a young man
growing up in Kittson County. Since
1957, I've been with the agricultural
extension service here in Crookston,
first as an associate agent for West
Polk County, and since 1970 as regional area crops and soils agent stationed at the Northwest Station. The
major interest and involvement with
Winter Shows has been the crops and
soils seminar. I've also from time to
time provided leadership to the sunflower and some of the more specialized seminars. My interests have also
been in what's happening in the sugarbeets, water resources, and potato
seminars. From 1957 to 1964, I was
heavily involved in youth program and
special events of the shows. The first
Talent Festival was sponsored by the
Crookston Jr. Chamber of Commerce
in cooperation with the Winter Shows.
Tom Cochrane and Marlin Johnson,
who were Jaycee 's at the time, were
co-chairman of this activity. The talent
show was a success from the start and
has continued annually since. It is one
of the very fine youth programs supported by the Winter Shows board of
managers. West Polk County was pilot
project for the horse project in this end
of the state. The first 4-H show was
held at the Red River Valley Winter
Shows in 1958. I recall about eight or
nine 4-H horses that entered the
show. People like the Charles Malarkeys and Vern Hagens were instrumental in getting the show off to a
good start. The first year I rode herd on
the 4-H horse show and after that
year, it was blessed with bountiful
leadership. Winter Shows meetings
have brought together people from
this end of the state that have a
common interest in problems as well

as developments in agriculture. When
these meetings were started, as is true
today, there was need for a regional
forum for discussion and dialogue.
The Winter Shows has provided this
opportunity. Many developments in
agriculture, whether it be in sugarbeets, sunflower, era wheat. or the
dairy industry, relate back to initial
meetings at the Red River Valley Winter Shows. A number of these meetings were pivotal in sanctioning what
was to take place in the future. The
philosophy of the Winter Shows semi. nars was to focus on the cutting edge
of these topics that can mean significant changes to Valley agriculture.
Attempts are made to bring in leading
authorities as speakers and resource
people. The programs are often of
futuristic scope but also always carry
updated information that is of value
and interest to the farm producer for
the current year.

The crops and soils seminar through
the years has tried to focus on topics
that are in the forefront of change. An
example of significant change was the
semi-dwarf wheats and their introduction into Valley agriculture. From
the period of 1970 through 1974,
semi-dwarf wheats were a part of.
every crops and soils seminar. Some
authorities and farmers were greatly
concerned that these wheats were not
of sufficient quality and would be
damaging to the image of Valley
spring wheat production. Others were
concerned about problems at harvest
or control of weeds because of the
short growth stature of these wheats.
An overriding strength, however, of
the semi-dwarf wheats are their increased yield potential and profitability to the farmer. Leading scientists and marketing experts from the
University of Minnesota, the United
States Department of Agriculture and
Industry are invited to take part in
these seminars. There were sometimes heated discussion and questioning from leading farmers across
the Valley area. Finally, the acreages
of semi-dwarf wheats increased from
less than one percent in 1970 to 90
percent in 1975. The sunflower crop
was pioneered through research conducted at the Northwest Experiment
Station in Minnesota. The initial educational efforts on producing sunflower crops became part of the
Winter Shows seminar series. Seminars were conducted for about a tenyear period. Coming to these seminars
in the early years of the sunflower
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industry were people that now are
leaders in the development of the
industry and became leaders in the
development of that industry that followed. As the industry developed, it
became viable on its own and at that
point the Winter Shows and the Experiment Station had less direct involvement than when it was in the
developmental stage. The course of '
the sugarbeet industry relates back
heavily to the meetings at the Red
River Valley Winter Shows. Key people from the Valley met and discussed
the future of sugarbeets as well as the
technical developments at the time.
the significant beginnings that originated from the educational meetings early on should not be underestimated. For instance, the initial
extension meetings for sugarbeets
were paramount in those early years of
the industry. Drainage and water management have been a key to the
development of the Red River Basin
since its development over a hundred
years ago. The early meetingS that
took place at the Winter Shows and at
the Experiment Station ' related to
drainage. Drainage focus changed to
water management in the 1950's and
1960's. Today the major focus is on
water management for reduced flooding as well as conserving moisture for
irrigation. as well as a concern for the
quality of underground water. As one
looks to the future, irrigation will probably become developed with a great
deal of sophistication. Water resource
seminars have brought together people that are concerned about water
and are in a leadership position to do
something about it.

Walter Ross, former member of the
board of managers, retired farmer from
Fisher, MN.
Walter remembers the Winter Shows
as a child of 10 when his father,
Ferd Ross, suggested that the family
get dressed up and they were going to
take the team and go to the Winter
Shows. It was a ten mile ride with the
team and sled, with hay and blankets
and warm bricks to keep the feet
warm. The Winter Shows at that time
was in downtown Crookston. By the
time you 'd heard the speakers and did
a lot of visiting, it was long into the
darkness of the night before the Ross
family got back to their home near
Fisher. Travel, at best, took time and
effort. Those who were lucky enough
to be located near the railroad, could
get on some special trains that came

and returned in the same day. Walter
and Bertha Ross were elected Valley
Farmer and Homemakers. The y recall
with a great deal of satisfaction the
women's meetings, the lectures, the
meetings for the men, seeing new
ideas, and visiting with people you
hadn 't seen for quite a while.

Albert Kopecky, farmer, Angus , MN.
Albert remembers coming to the show
in 1921. They wouliget on the train at
Angus and come to the show and go
back in the evening. At first, the trains
went back a little too early and the
crowd couldn 't stay for the evening
lecture. The show leadership prevailed on the railroads to change their
schedule so that people who were
able to get to the train would come
early in the morning and leave after
the evening lectures and programs
were over and even the furthest away
people in the Valley could get home by
about midnight and hitch up their
teams at the livery barn and make their
way back to their home farms. Albert
says he remembers the early Winter
Shows as being such an important
influence in helping with the introduction of certified seeds and other
crop improvement practices and especially to see what others were
doing. Albert Kopecky's boyhood was
spent on one of the self-supporting
farms where the milk and butter and
cream and meat and vegetables,
potatoes were produced sufficiently
so that none of this had to be bought in
the grocery store. He says the Winter
Shows helped them understand how
to produce more of these commodities, some of which could be offered
for sale in the marketplace. Albert has
a box of literally dozens and dozens of
ribbons he won as a crops exhibitor at
the Crops Show over a 40 year span of
time.

William Strickler, Euclid, MN. Bill
Strickler is a farmer operating a cash
crop-livestock farm located between
Euclid and Angus, MN. Bill's early
experiences in the livestock business
had its beginnings at the Winter
Shows. He served as president of the
Red River Valley Livestock Association for an extended period of time. He
is one of the long-time (32 years)
members of the Winter Shows board
of managers. ' He also serves as
secretary-treasurer of the Red River
Valley Winter Shows Foundation .
I first visited the Winter Shows as a

youngster in the mid-1920 's. My first
participation was showing Angus in
1935. I joined the Livestock Associ ation as an active member in 193B. I
became president of the Red River
Valley Livestock Association in 1944
and served until 19B3. I was elected to
th e Red River Valley Winter Shows
board of managers in 1952 and have
served continuously since.
The Winter Shows buildings on Main
Street i n Crookston were built using
the corporate umbrella of the Red
Ri ver Valley Livestock Association.
The board of managers planned and
executed the show each year although
the Livestock Association was more
active in the planning in those early
years than they are today. Money to
operate the show was always very
short. Tom McCall and Olaf Soine
went to the bank and signed a note for
$1 , 000 or so in about November of
each year to get the show rolling.
Money to maintain the buildings was
always short. Too, it wasn 't always
clear who was to pay for the maintenance, the Livestock Association or
the board of managers. Consequently,
the general maintenance level of the
buildings kind of went downhill and
repa i rs tended to be too much on an
emergency basis. Some people out in
the counties didn 't understand how
the Winter Shows operated and over
time this resulted in the lawsuit filed
in the early 1950's. A thirty-year
charter for the Red River Valley Livestock Association ran out in 1948 and
a suit was filed which suggested that
the charter ran out and consequently
the assets should be returned to the
stockholders. This may well have
happened and the Winter Shows
would have died at that point, if the
plaintiff had prevailed in the suit. A
district court ruled in favor of the Red
River Valley Winter Shows. The plaintiff appealed the Minnesota Supreme
Court and the court ruled again in the
favor of the Winter Shows.

One result of the misunderstanding
was to tighten up the operation of the
Winter Shows. The show had gone on
for 40 years as a loosely organized
group of volunteers working together
to promote and develop agricultural
enterprise and strengthen the quality
of life on the land in northwestern
Minnesota.
The show had grown considerably
during these 40 years and it was
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impossible to keep all people informed on all details of who was doing
what and where. Too, some stockholders f elt their shares should be
worth something as they owned the
buildings. Actually the shares were
contributions to a cause but this
wasn 't understood by all who purchased shares to build the first set of
buildings downtown in Crookston.
Too, the law suit experience prompted
the board of managers and the cooperating organizations to take a good
look at their corporate structure. As a
result the board of managers incorporated as a nonprofit membership
corporation under Minnesota law.
This action set up a well defined body
which clarified who does what. This
body was representative of all cooperating organizations in northwestern Minnesota who expressed an
interest in the Winter Shows. From
then on understandings were clarified
and the Winter Shows continued its
mission. It also affirmed the title to the
buildings as the Red River Valley Livestock Association.
In the mid-1950 's, the crowds at the
Winter Shows were continuing to
grow. Safety of the public was a
concern. Lack of space for farm service concessioners, lack of parking
space for visitors, and lack of room for
appropriate additional building downtown added up to a problem. These
problems suggested relocation and
rebuilding. The Red River Valley Livestock Association shifted the title of
the buildings over to the Red River
Valley Winter Shows board of managers for the purpose of supporting a
rebuilding project providing that four
members
Livestock
Association
would be on the board of managers in
the future.

I served as co-chairman of the Valleywide task force to raise the funds to
acquire land, to build a building, and
to provide facilities. The fund raising
went good but was short of providing
all the needed space. Consequently,
the Livestock Association agreed to
cooperate in building a livestock
housing barn west of the arena. Bernie
Youngquist and myself went to the
Valley Bank at Grand Forks and Mr.
Holmquist, the bank president, agreed
to loan the funds. The note was signed
by both of us on behalf of the Red River
Valley Livestock Association and the
Red River Valley Winter Shows board
of managers. The Livestock Association agreed to provide $3,000 in cash

from the sales account immediately
plus $1 ,000 a year to help on the
payments to the bank.
The Winter Shows built a temporary
alley between the west barn and the
arena. Two years later, the board of
managers built an additional barn replacing the alley and providing more
housing for the livestock. Again, Mr.
Holmquist of the Valley Bank loaned
the money to build the connecting
pole barn. The debt on the arena and
on the barns was refinanced in 1967.
Payments on the mortgage were then
assumed entirely by the Winter Shows
board of managers. Again, in 1976 the
Livestock Association agreed to assume limited responsibility to help the
board of managers make the payments on the new north arena and the
added Livestock Association show
space. The board of managers refinanced in the late 1970's and relieved the Livestock Association of any
added fiscal responsibility. I feel that
the livestock industry in the region has
been strengthened because the Livestock Association has been a strong
cooperator in the Winter Shows and
really a major supporting organization
for the board of managers through a
70 year period.
I believe the board of managers is
stronger today than ever as a management team and it involves more
volunteers out in the entire 14 county
area than any time in history and if this
can be continued the strength of the
Winter Shows is ensured for the
future.

HIGHWAYS
2 & 75 NORTH

Terry Courneya, long-time top extension director of Pennington County, a
prime grassroots leader so essential to
the volunteer committee operations
out in each county .
It is a pleasure for me to share some
thoughts about the Red River Valley
Winter Shows from the perspective of
a County Agent in a neighboring
county. The first thing that comes to
mind is the tremendous effort on the
part of local leaders from the host city
of Crookston. To initiate, promote and
follow through with an agricultural
exposition of this size requires an
uncommon commitment and vision on
the part of countless volunteers on the
local scene. While this is in many
ways a year round effort, the bulk of
the work takes place during the peak
of some of the most adverse weather
in the nation. Just another example of
the kind of people that settled in the
Red River Valley and continue to make
it a dynamic and productive place to
live.
The pride and dedication of local citizens which drives them to stand up
and be noticed by putting their agricultural enterprise on parade radiates
throughout the far reaches of this
fertile valley. This fact is manifested
by the long-term support that has
been generated among agricultural
and local government leaders in surrounding counties. As I reflect on who
it is over the years that " talks up" the
Winter Shows, attends it regularly and
exhibits their finest products, I soon
recognize that they are the same peo-
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pie that make this county of Pennington and the cities of Thief River Falls,
Goodridge and St. Hilaire function
effectively as a quality place to live.
One only has to scan the list of Valley
Farmer Homemaker award recipients
from Pennington County over the
years and without exception they are
pillars on which this rural community
has been built and to a great extent
still rests. They stand shoulder to
shoulder with their nonfarm peers
who develop and lead our rural towns
to weave a fabric which engulfs this
productive land, overcomes its adversity and brings it to flower and
fruition . Yes indeed, to the extent that
it stands out in a global sense as a food
basket region of the world. These are
the people who see fit to join their
neighbors from the host city of Crookston and county of Polk in an exposition that says to all citizens of the
Valley "look at what we have done,
and it is good. "
A special dimension of this great show
is the youth activity which it fosters.
As county agent, I can see the impact
it has on our youth. In particular, the 4Hand FFA members who participate
in the numerous contests and learning
exercises the show provides are the
benefactors of a learning and growing
experience. The bits of knowledge and
experience they gain as they prepare
for and participate in the Winter Show
are evident to me as I work with these
young people over time. The pride of
team membership on a winning judging team or exhibition of a champion
animal is a growth experience which
parallels that of winning a hockey
tournment or a 100 yard dash. In
addition, it builds support for the
Winter Shows in the years ahead.
The esteem in which this show is
held and the important role it plays as
part of the Valley subculture in the
Upper Midwest is evident by the fact
that scarcely anyone I talk to during
the month of February fails to comment on involvement in the Winter
Shows. It is taken for granted that
county extension agents, involved in
the lives of people as an extender of
the knowledge of the Land Grant College and Agricultural Experiment Station, will be an integral part of this
sizeable learning, doing and showing
effort we call the Red River Valley
Winter Shows.

Harry Nelson, Kittson County, retired
dairy farmer and once had the top dairy
herd in northwestern Minnesota.

Haven't missed a Winter Shows in 60
years. I look forward to seeing friends,
meeting new people, and especially to
see the dairy cattle. I used to stay here
the whole week at the Commercial
Hotel. Besides visiting, I'd learn new
ideas and have some fun . I liked
meeting the people from the University -- the county agents. A. M. Pilkey,
0. M. Kiser, and others. The Experiment Station has always had good
people who were willing to help us
farmers. I liked those short course
classes at the Northwest School and
Experiment Station as I learned new
ideas and got acquainted with the
experts. I think the Winter Shows is
needed for a long time in the future.
People who live here look forward to
the show with great anticipation every
year!

Harold Thomforde, Crookston. Longtime businessperson, former mayor,
international poultry judge. He has the
longest continuous record of service
on the Red River Valley Winter Shows
board of managers. He was elected to
the board in 1936 and served until
1981 representing the Northern Minnesota Poultry Association. Harold
writes:
Due to my long-time connection with
both the poultry and combined Winter
Shows, I would like to express a
personal observation. It is my opinion
that the combined Red River Valley
Winter Shows has been a dominant
factor with the overall advancement of
agriculture in the Red River Valley. It is
my candid opinion that a good share of
the success is due to the leadership
the organization has had. I have
worked with all of the presidents of
the organization: Conrad Selvig, Austin Dowell, Tom McCall, Bernie Youngquist, and Jim Lofgren. All have been
tremendously effective leaders. However, the most progress was made
under the dedicated leadership of Dr.
Youngquist. Since 1956 when he
became president, he has led us from
the small, old, cramped quarters in
downtown Crookston to our large
complex of new buildings located on
the outskirts of our city. The field of
agriculture activities tripled.
The
meetings and seminars have quadrupled and the people taking a part
have increased at least ten-fold. The
financial standing is now on a firm
foundation and the future is assured.
Our thanks go to all of these leaders
and to the many volunteers up and
down the Valley. We hope this kind of

broad- visioned leadership continues
in the future.

Ann Simley, Associate Profess·o r
Emeritus, Hamline University, St. Paul,
Ninety-three years old and now living
in Madison, Wisconsin. She was a
Northwest School of Agriculture
teaching staff member in 1922- 1930.
Not long after I arrived at the N. W s.A.
in October of 1922, I heard about the
Winter Shows. Mr. Selvig had made it
very clear to me that part of my job
there was to get every student on his
feet before an audience at least twice
a year. He felt that these young people
were the potential leaders of the 30's
and 40's. We accomplished this objective by demonstrations, speeches,
plays, poetry reading, short story
telling and any form of public address.
We had a debate coach who had that
work.
Winter Shows was a busy time. Our
students and faculty were involved in
various ways. I remember one year Mr.
Selvig wrote a pageant script which
was an ambitious undertaking. About
50 students took part and the music
department also. We had to plan and
execute our costumes and what
scenery and props we needed. As I
remember it, the audience enjoyed
the show and the experience for the
student was valuable.
Many of the students also had the
opportunity to exhibit their produce or

animals. I know there was judging
experience also.
Outstanding speakers and entertainers were brought to Crookston for this
cold and often stormy, but exciting
week. I was there when radio was in
its infancy and not so much more than
a plaything. So the live talent was of
great interest to the community as
well as the school. There were political speakers from the Twin Cities and
Chicago, and inspirational and humorous speakers. I remember an
author of some popular novels of that
time. Even after 60 years, I remember
a woman whose subject was how to
hang pictures. The decor in many
homes took a new turn after that.

Of course we were interested in the
prizes our students won. Wallace
Miller, former manager of Minnesota
Valley Breeders Association, had a
display of russet potatoes that took
first prize. After the show, he gave
them to me. / took them to Wisconsin
where my father planted them in our
garden. For years we had the best
baking potatoes in town.
During the short school year, we were
too busy with the academic program
to find out what was happening in the
animal division. But at the Winter
Shows we saw these prize animals. I
was surprised even though I had lived
on a farm until I was 18 years old. The
sheep impressed me. I knew where
we got the expression "pull the wool
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over his eyes ". I couldn't see their eyes
at all. I learned much about the
science by listening to student
demonstrations and talks.
My childhood years on a Wisconsin
farm taught me little about the profit
and loss part of farming. But one
incident at Crookston has often come
to my mind. One of the boys had
planted 20 acres of potatoes which he
hoped would bring enough to pay for
his year at the A. C. He had a good
crop, but the price was so low, and the
shipping costs so high, that befor~ he
left for school, he had to plow It all
under. Somehow that little incident
comes to my mind frequently. That
student's name was on the " In Remembrance " list.
Andy, the bus driver, was a very busy
man during Winter Shows week. he
was on the road hauling faculty and
students all day and into the night.
I felt greatly honored after I had been
at Hamline for three years, to be
invited to come back as an entertainer
for one of the programs. On the return
trip, I woke up the next day, . still in
Fergus Falls where the tram .was
stuck in a snowdrift most of the night.
In my 40 years of teaching, I have
never experienced a school like
N. W s.A. Conrad Selvig had a vision
for the Red River Valley which he was
able to develop and bring to reality
through the students who attended
that school. Knowing so many of them

through those eight years, I feel his
dream came true.
In six months, the students easily did
what takes nine months in public
schools. With 24 months in all rather
than 36, I saw them competing in
colleges and universities very favorably. Three who went to Carleton
graduated Phi Beta Kappa. I have
noted with great pride the successful
lives these men and women have led.
In addition to all they have done for
themselves, they have given us some
great families. They gave much to
their children.
Canadians frequently attended our
Winter Shows. I recall having a part in
a program by our faculty, given at a
dinner at which the mayor of Winnipeg was present. He spoke to us and
said, "If you come to Winnipeg and
need help, call me."
So the Winter Shows were good for
the school, community and for the
many guests from far away places. It
was a great place for getting together
and getting acquainted. One can't
recall each event but the whole experience was enriching.
The experience of 8 years at the
N. W. s.A. is something I treasure.

Born on a farm near Crookston, Edith
Carlson, teacher and Crookston resident now 101 years young, taught in
one-room country schools near Beltrami and Fisher. She remembers the
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School of Agriculture as the "Cow
Schoor·. Horses were very helpful
under blizzard conditions as they
could f in d the way home. She remembers the early Winter Shows leaders
from Crookston, including C.G . Selvig,
P.M. Finkenbinder, Senator Stephens ,
John Saugstad, W .E. McKenzie,
Joseph Ball , Lee R. Boyd, S. M.
Swenson, and J. H. Sargent .
The new livestock building had space
for coffee, pie, and hamburger service.
The men of the Methodist Church
provided such volunteer service as a
moneymaking project. It wasn't successful. The ladies took over and
served for several years and the food
service to the public was good and the
project was a good moneymaker. Mr.
Saugstad thought the food service
should be passed around to other
churches. The Trinity Lutheran Church
ladies aid served for many years. It
was a good moneymaker but very
tiring for the ladies.
More people came every year to the
Winter Shows in spite of the winter
weather so it must be good even
today.

Sam Bigger, West Polk County Extension Director, long-time member of
the board of managers, trustee of the
Winter Shows Foundation, key cooperator and expert for educational programming where use of Winter Shows
facilities is involved .
My first contact with the Red River
Valley Winter Shows was back in the
late 1940's when I was a high school
student at Frazee High School. Roy
Johnson, who was the Vo-Ag instructor, brought mysel" Don Greaser
(farmer at Audubon, MN), Duane
Shafer (farmer at Frazee). and Bobby
Hendrickson (in business for himself
in Minneapolis) to Crookston as the
General Livestock Judging Team from
Frazee. We didn 't win the contest that
year, but we were the top sheep
judging team. Too, Don Greaserended
up being the top farm youth judge for
the Winter Shows that year. This was
our first experience at a regional
judging contest. We grew as a team
and eventually won the state judging
contest, and went to the national .
judging contest in Kansas City, MO.
The Winter Shows started us on our
way to greater accomplishments.

CROOKSTON, MN
I became interested in sheep production. I saw an ad in the Winter
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Shows premium book where Carl G.
Ash and Sons from Crookston, MN had
some pure-bred Shropshire sheep for
sale along with other breeders. I went
to the show and saw Mr. Thune 's very
good Hampshires. Other sheep producers there were Oliver Lein from
Oklee, Alvin Field from Oklee, and
there were a few pure-bred sheep
producers from Roseau County. I did
buy some pure-bred Hampshire
sheep, and got into the Hampshire
sheep breeding business before 1953.
The Bigger family has had pure-bred
Hampshire sheep up until selling out
in 1983.

I have attended most of the Red River
Valley Winter Shows in one capacity
or another since the late 1940's. I
missed a couple years when I was in
the Service about 1955 and followed
by school at NDSU. After graduation I
taught Vo-Ag in Frazee, MN and had
judging teams and FFA and 4-H exhibits at the Winter Shows starting at
about 1960. Dennis Palmer exhibited
sheep and now is a dairy farmer in the
Evergreen area, east of Frazee. In the
early 60 's, I became the Extension
Agent in Norman County, bringing4-H
judges and livestock exhibitors to the
Winter Shows from that area. In 1964,
I became the acting County Agent in
Kittson County, and one of my responsibilities in taking over that was
to be sheep superintendent at the Red
River Valley Winter Shows that year.
Dr. D. Riemer was the general livestock superintendent in about the
middle 60's. In Kittson County, we
also brought along a lot of crop
samples to the Winter Shows, as we
had our own Crop Show in Kittson
County and all the samples from there
were brought down to the Winter
Shows. That is about the time I got
involved in the crop show. Ozzie
Dahlenbach, the county agent from
Clay County, was very prominent in
the crop show at that time. Carl Ash
was a great promoter of the Red River
Valley Crop Show. In fact, he was a
great producer for a lot of things in the
Red River Valley when he was county
agent in West Polk County.
I became involved in the KingAgassiz
committee early in the 1960's. I was a
member of the crop show committee
in those years. I was involved in the
planning and putting on of some of the
Winter Shows extension meetings in
the 60's and early 70 's. We didn 't have
quite as large a meeting schedule in
those years as we do now. We de-

signated some days for dairy, some
days for crop production, and had
educational meetings to correspond.
There seemed to always be a willingness to change in the Winter Shows. It
was a great " Red River Valley get
together", meeting some of the people
you hadn 't seen for a year, and there
was always opportunity to pick up
new ideas. I remember viSiting with
an elderly farmer from Pembina County in North Dakota at one Winter
Show. After visiting with him, and
finding out who he was and where he
was from, he said he made every one
of them. I said, "Why do you come to
the Winter Shows?" His remarks were
that we never make a change in our
farming operation that we don 't come
down here and see what's new and if
we are going to buy a piece of equipment, we can come down here and
maybe look at several brands of the
same kind of equipment in one day
that would take us a couple of weeks
to run around the country and to
different dealers to see.

As we moved along in the 70 's, there
was a decision to build a new addition
onto the Winter Shows building. I was
happy to be a part of that and to be on
the finance committee for the new
building. In fact, along with Dr.
Youngquist, I was one of the fund
raisers, and remember visiting with
people in every county from Fergus
Falls to Roseau, and Bemidji, and the
excellent response I got from the coops I was contacting and people sit-

ting on the co-op boards. I don 't think
I ever had a negative response the
whole time I was trying to raise money
for this new building. We were very
successful at raising money because
of the good image the Red River Valley
Winter Shows had projected throughout the years. I became a Winter
Shows board member in 1972 and
also a member of the executive committee of the Red River Valley Winter
Shwos. The year the North wing was
planned, built, and money raised, I
kept track of the Winter Shows related
meetings, and I had over 50 meetings
in one year either with the board, the
finance committee, the building
committee, or some other committee
that year. It was a big step in those
days to acquire the funds necessary to
build that addition.
I think it has been a great asset to the
Red River Valley to have the Winter
Shows. I can remember county agents
and groups of farmers coming here
from various counties in the southern
part of the state, and wanting to know
how we got funds to build and how
could they have a Winter Shows in
their area. When we told them there
were no Federal or State funds involved and this was all done with local
money, they were surprised. They
never did build a Winter Shows in
other parts of Minnesota. I think it is a
unique and positive thing for the people of the Red River Valley and Northern Minnesota to have the initiative to
help themselves, and I think that is
what the Red River Valley Winter
Shows is all about. It gave people a
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chance in the early days to exchange
ideas on farming; it gave them a
chance to see the new crops that were
being introduced and a place to find
out where the quality seed was being
produced. They could buy the new
varieties of good seed to take back to
their area. They were the leadership
kind that came to the Winter Shows in
those years and they still are.
The Winter Shows is not as important
today for finding the new varieties and
new farming methods, but it is still an
unusual opportunity to see the innovations, new machinery, and new techniques. Too, the Winter Shows produces a view of the kinds of things that
are on the horizon and may not be
recommended practices yet today. It
provides an opportunity to see some of
the research that is ongoing before it
becomes new practices on the farm.
These innovative farmers are the ones
that will look at a particular practice
and if it looks like it is going to work on
their operation, they will take it back
and try it out in their own experimentation.

The first place that some farmers of
the Red River Basin saw computers
was at the Red River Valley Winter
Shows. Computers are new in agriculture and they are being accepted
very rapidly, as farmers take this new
tool and adapt it to their business. The
kinds of programs farmers are developing to use on the computer to
help them do a better job of farming
are fantastic .
I see the Red River Valley Winter
Shows of the future being the kind of
organization that will bring to a
modem agriculture the evolving techniques and ideas that are up on the
front line-cutting edge of agriculture.
It may not be the place to look for new
seedstock, though these opportunities
will still exist. It may not be the place
to come and look at machinery, but
those opportunities still exist. I think
as we look down the road, we are
going to see more kinds of information
in the area of marketing, new methods
of marketing, new methods of market
development, and maybe even some
new crops as we evolve toward the
year 2000.
I see a potential for the Red River
Valley for being one of the greatest
vegetable-producing areas of the
world. We have a tremendous capacity here for the production of vegetable

crops, like the cole crops, cabbage,
broccoli, and cauliflower. We also
have a great potential for green snap
beans, green peas, and carrot production, with a capacity to produce a
tremendous tonnage of these crops in
our heavy soils in the Red River Valley
with their efficient water utilization.
Our problems are going to be harvesting techniques and as we develop the
kind of machinery that does not require footing in this heavy muck-clay
when it gets wet, some method of
propelling and controlling the height
above ground that does not depend on
contacting wet soil. We have a potential to become a real important vegetable growing area. It may not happen
for ten or twenty years.
The 30 years of association with the
Red River Valley Winter Shows have
been rich and rewarding; the things I
have seen happening over the last 30
years have been positive. It has made
a difference. The future of the Red
River Valley Winter Shows is going to
be just as important as the lay citizen
leadership of the Red River Valley
wants it to be. Hats are off to the board
of managers of the Red River Valley
Winter Shows and the 300 volunteer
committee persons out in the 14
counties. My congratulations to them
in their 75th year.

Dr. Larry J . Smith, of Crookston, MN
is the sixth and current superintendent
of the University of Minnesota, Northwest Experiment Station . He came to
the Station as the agronom ist for
general crop research. Later he shifted
to the agronomic position created for
sugarbeet research. He has been
active with the Barley Show, the
Sugarbeet Growers Institute, and
other crop activity. Currently, Dr.
Smith is chairman of the planning
group for the educational seminar
series at the Winter Shows and represents the Northwest Experiment Station on the board of managers .
The University of Minnesota, Northwest Experiment Station has been
involved with and supported the
various functions and organizations of
the Red River Valley Winter Shows
since its inception 75 years ago. The
degree of support has been multifaceted. Four superintendents of the
Northwest Experiment Station have
served terms as president of the Red
River Valley Winter Shows. All have
served on the board of managers. The
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livestock and crop scientists and their
technicians have served on various
commodity boards, which develop individual programs to make the Red
River Valley Winter Shows the success it has been over the years in these
areas. The secretarial, maintenance
and farm departments of the Station
have willingly given of their time and
talent to help insure the smooth operation of all phases of the Show.
The Red River Valley Winter Shows
provides a forum for the exchange of
innovative ideas, information, and fellowship. Many of the friendships and
research ideas I have had over the past
13 years started in 1971 when I
arrived in Crookston, Minnesota, just
in time for the opening ceremony of
that year's Red River Valley Winter
Shows.
The Northwest Experiment Station
and its staff, along with the citizens of
northwestern Minnesota, will continue to serve on the various volunteer
organizations that have made the Red
River Valley Winter Shows what it is
today and to the improvements to the
quality of life they will make during the
next 75 years.

CHAPTER XII

The Future
The Red River Valley Winter Shows
began as a service and research reporting outreach of the Land Grant
University of Minnesota through its
Experiment Station and School of Agriculture located at Crookston . The
educational and service objective has
continued, adapting to the changing
scene of three-fourths of a century of
living-on-the-Iand in the Red River
Basin. The changes which will be
faced in the next 75 years are likely to
be just as numerous and far-reaching
as in the last 75 years . Certainly a lot of
refinement and sophistication is appearing on the food and fiber production scene. The number of people
living on the land is going to be
smaller; however, these people will
still have their homes anywhere from
250 to 400 miles away from the seat of
state government and of the Land
Grant University.
The government of the Winter Shows
will probably continue to be a nonprofit service and educational corporation . The Land Grant University
will continue to provide expertise and
leadership for some 21 or more other
similar regional or statewide organizations chartered under the nonprofit
corporate laws of Minnesota. The
Winter Shows will continue to improve the qual ity of I ife as long as there
are volunteers out in the 14-county
area who consider the Winter Shows a
worthy investment of their personal
time, effort, energy and money.
Agriculture will still be the foundation
for the economy of this section of the
state .

A MID-WINTER BREAK
Considering the capriciousness of
weather, we will continue to experience a long and rather lonesome
winter in the Red River Basin. The midwinter break will always be welcome .
If for nothing else, it's a chance to have
a change of pace, to get away, to
renew friendships, and have a little
fun. Too, and probably more important
for most visitors to the Shows, there is
an opportunity to pick up new or check
out evolving ideas.

FINANCING THE WINTER SHOWS
OPERATIONS
There will never be enough money to
do all the things the board of managers
would like to do and that people out in
the region would like to have done.
The individual board members need to
continue being actively involved in
management. The routine of day-today affairs will be in the hands of a
capable and service-minded office
staff and manager. An undue overhead
of paid staff must be avoided . The
example of deficit spending by the
federal government has most citizens
worried and must be avoided for the
Show' s ongoing operations. The management has usually operated in the
black. This prudent fiscal policy must
be pursued if the faith and trust of the
public are to be maintained.

STRENGTHENING TIES OUT IN
THE COUNTIES
The grassroots leadership needs to be
maintained and strengthened wherever necessary. The more interest
created among those who produce
crops and pure seeds in the Crops
Show, the better the Crops Show will
be -- likewise for livestock and other
farming enterprises .
The Valley Farmer and Homemaker
award identifies the real builders of
grassroots leadership who have risen
to their golden years and are still
respected leaders in each county. The
Livestock and the Dairymen 's Associations each have a continuing role to
play.
The King Agassiz proj ect probably has
unusual potentia l for the continuing
grassroots support and patronage of
Winter Shows . Northwestern Minnesota has always produced more
than its share of leadership at the state
and national levels. The Agassiz project can insure a unique system of
doing that job on a con t inuing basis
and doing it even better in the future .
It's just poss ible that the youth programming needs a youth committee
including FFA and 4-H expertise and
lay persons to make evaluations yearly
and to provide the coordinating role
with youth programs .
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The involvement of the weekly press
has lagged in recent years . There has
been advertising in local weeklies -yes . But that feeling by the weeklies of
being among the cooperators who
arrange this show each year needs
more involvement.

THE RED RIVER VALLEY WINTER
SHOWS FOUNDATION
A group of leaders have completed
establishing a nonprofit, tax exempt
foundation as a subsidiary corporation
to work hand in hand with the Winter
Shows. Starting such a foundation
today is a meticulous process because
of the precise and exact nature of
setting up nonprofit, tax e.x empt corporations under the current federal
laws. The purpose ofthe foundation is
to assist the Winter Shows board of
managers with appropriate projects.
The foundation recognizes that the
Winter Shows will carry on routine
operations of the show. The foundation, however, will be an arm of the
Winter Shows. It will continually look
toward strengthening educational
programs and provide leadership assistance in unusual major building
projects.
The first project of the new foundation
was to establish a permanent endowment entitled "The Program Fund" .
Already over $20,000 has been
pledged or paid in cash toward the
initial $100,000 goal. The aim is to
complete this goal within the next
three years. Once the permanent endowment has been established, the
funds therein will be invested in safe
income-producing securities. The income from the program endowment
will be used entirely by the Winter
Shows for program expenses such as
seminars, speakers , and youth activities . The Winter Shows foundation
will in time provide opportunities
where grassroots citizens may wish to
will a quarter section of land or other
asset to be used in the mission of the
Red River Valley Winter Shows.
Machinery is now established to make
such a gift possible.

WOMEN'S DIVISION
The Women 's Division at this time is
better organ ized than ever. Fund ing
for their activities has always been
very short, and this sector will need
greater attention in the years ahead.

SEMINAR PROGRAMMING
The Minnesota Land Grant University,
through the Northwest Experiment
Station at this time, coordinates this
section of the W inter Shows . The
Technical College and the Agricultural
Extension Service will also continue to
provide organizational leadership. At
present there is an abundance of adult
education for production agriculture
and for those who service the industry.
The Winter Shows seminars will need
to seek out and select those educational topics which are on the
cutting edge of technology and those
which are not being assumed by other
arms of the adult education services.
The long-time leading edge of educational expertise of the Land Grant
University remains primary in this
facet of the Red River Valley Winter
Shows.

poration is established with sufficient
latitude and restrictions so that the
m iss ion of the board can be accomplished over time .
Yet, there is an informal cooperative
effort outside the board which must
not be lost. There will be t imes when a
cooperating group with a new idea is
seem ing ly go i ng off on its own without the sufficient knowledge of the
board of managers. Full and continuing communication will avoid misunderstandings and inspire valuable
individual effort. The creativity of indiv iduals and groups has always been
encouraged and improved by the informal relationship that is working
toward a Winter Show exposition each
year.
The " too loose organization " was
corrected in the early 1950's. The
groundwork is now laid for strong
corporate leadership; yet just as important, the presence of a variety of
organizational and individual ideas in
the broad volunteer service thrust
must be nurtured and encouraged for
all time.

HIDING UNDER THE BUSHEL
COMMUNICATION IN THE FARM
SERVICE SHOW
There is so much communication today that it's very easy to get lost in the
blizzard of words and the cacaphony
of sound. Yet, the ongoing programming efforts of the Winter Shows need
to deal with the reality of a profitable
farm production industry and the continuing improvement of the quality of
life. For instance, farmers want to see a
good display of the latest farm equipment at the show as well as a number
of concessioners not qu ite so directly
related to growing the crops and
raising the livestock. Somehow we
must insure that the up-to-date
smaller farm equipment and the large
farm equipment are both on display.
The large commercial farmer, the
small farmer, the hobby farmer, and
the resident of the town and city need
to be able to see what is available
today, and they 'd like to see it at the
Winter Shows .

GOVERNMENT
The Red River Valley Winter Shows
Board of Managers, Inc. is a wellconceived legal entity to carry on the
Winter Shows . The membership cor-

The hustle and bustle of organizing
thousands of details for the ten-day
show ar:ld the concern for stretching
pennies can result in losing the
attention of the public to the what,
how, and who of the Winter Shows.
The premium book is now the only
mailing going out to a few hundred
people, compared to the more than
30,000 who attend , The majority who
attend do not have ready information
which lists all cooperating organizations, their purpose, and the citizens
who represent them on the board of
managers. These organizations who
cooperate each year in a substantive
manner have board members and officers. Who are they? Some way needs
to be found to make this information
more readily available to a broader
range of people.

places in Crookston , however, the
Winter Shows can continue to prov ide
good banquet meetings and seminar
space for some time to come. Once the
present building debt of about half
million dollars is substantially reduced, it will be time to plan another
addit ion . In the meantime, the board
of managers must protect and preserve the current build ing, which can
last another 50 years if the maintenance pol icies are aggressive and
forward looking .

A
WINTER
MANAGER

SHOWS

BOARD

Yes, accepting a membership on the
board of managers is an honor. It is
also a trust and a responsibility requiring some priority on an individual's
time, energy, and substance. Of
course, the amount of effort expended
by individual board members will vary
as personalities are different. One
characteristic must be somewhat the
same for all board members -- a belief
that the Winter Shows is a useful force
and demands rather high priority on
the service output of a board member.
The logistics of executive committee
operations unfortunately place steady
demands on officers and other executive committee members. Due to
distance of travel, weekly planning
meetings for several months in themselves limit those who can serve on
the executive committee.
The board of managers may well need
to discuss this problem more carefully
with future prospective board members. Understanding responsibilities
ahead of time and accepting same
should help insure teamwork and
creativity within the board of managers -- a distinguished, frontline ,
group of public servants .

BUILDING NEEDS

COOPERATING GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS

There is no question about the convenience of having another wing on
the south side, with the kind of
facilities where many of the educational meetings could take place and
where livestock facilities could be
improved. With access to meeting
space on the campus ofthe University,
at the Northland Lodge, and at other

As in the past 75 years, the volunteer
efforts of many people reaching into
every county, plus the helpful spirit of
cooperating organizations and agencies organized under the Red River
Valley Winter Shows Board of Managers, Inc. , will meet the challenges of
service to life in the Red River Basin for
the coming decades.
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The Winter Shows parking lot a day or so after a winter storm and typical of a day when three to four thousand people visit the
Show.

Friendly. but serious competition at the "draft-horse-pull" fills the seating space.
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The Northwest Experiment Farm , located one and one-half mile~ north of the City of Crookston, Minnesota, was
established in 1895 with the object in view to study the agricultural condit ions of Northwestern Minnesota. The farm has
640 acres, most of it is tile drained. In 1905 the Crookston School of Agriculture was established. It is under the direction
of the Board of Regents of the University of Minnesota. The schcol a ims to give a practical education to farmers ' boys
and girls. The enrollment has increased from 20 in 1905 to 135, with a larger number planning to come during the
second term, begiqning January 3.

1

.

6

4

9

8

10

VIEW OF CROOKSTON SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE.
1. Girls' D o rmitc ry : 2, Adm inis tra tio n B uilding; 3. Superintenden t's Cottage ; 4. School Bu ildin g ; 5, St~phen s Hall ; 6, F arm H ouse : " H orse
B a rn; 8. P o ultr y H o us e ; 9. Inejus t ria l Bu ild ing; 10. D a ir Y B arn. Ho g Barn. Sla u gh ter H cuse. Sheep Pen . etc ., t o th e r ight o f N o. 10 .
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Copy Of First Publicity Article Sent To Area Newspapers
Announcing The First Short Course And Crops Show

There will be held at the CROOKSTON
SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE during the we e k of
De cember 1 9-24 a Short Course in Agriculture
and Domesti c Economy. These lectures and
demonstrations will be given by the best ex perts
of the Minnesota, North Dakota Agricultural
colleges .

The following men and women are to
appear on the programs of the 1 st Annual Short
Course at the Crookston School of Agriculture:
Dean A. F. Woods , Profs . T. l. Haecker, A. D.
Wilson, D. A. Gaumnitz , F. Henry, F. l. Washburn , G. P. Grout , Mrs. Blair and Miss Bull of
Minnesota Agricultural College ; President
Worst , Dean Shepperd , Prof. Waldron and Miss
Haggart of Fargo Agricultural College; Governor
Vessey and Prof. A . E. Chamberlain of South
Dakota. G. W . Cooley, Engineer of Highway
Commission will talk on " Good Roads" . Besides
these men , the instructors of the Crookston
School of Agriculture will conduct classes and
demonstrations. Dairying Rotations, Grasshoppers , Soil Fertility, Corn Culture , Cattle, as
well as Household Topics , will be discussed and
scientific methods demonstrated.

Premiums valued at over $1200 will be
given to farmers who exhibit the best corn , oats ,
wheat, etc . and to the women who exhibit the
best work in sewing , baking , etc . There will be a
charge of $1 .00 for the week's instruction . This
allows each one the right to enter the contests.
For the Short Course catalogue, giving full
program and particulars write to Supt. C. G.
Selvig, School of Agri culture, Crookston, Minnesota.

A catalog may be secured by addressing
Supt. C. G. Selvig , School of Agriculture, Crookston , Minnesota.

Prizes valued at over $1200.00 have been
donated as premiums for the best corn , grain,
cooking and sewing work exhibited during the
First Annual Short Course to be held from
December 19 to 24, 1910 at CROOKSTON
SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE. For the best 10
ears , any variety , raised in Northern 20 counties
of Minnesota, a cement stave silo valued at
$330 will be given. The ow ner of the n ext best
10 ears will receive a $45 Deere & Webber Drop
Corn Planter. A $75 Cream Separator for the
best peck of oats; a pulverizer attachment, a
fanning mill, a feed mill , two incubators , two
litter carriers , woven wire fencing etc ., as well as
cash prizes are offered in the various contests. If
interested, send for a Short Course Catalog.
Address : Supt. C. G. Selvig, School of Agriculture, Crookston , Minnesota.

Women as well as men will find a great
de al to attract them at the 1 st Annual Short
Course to be held at the Crookston School of
Agriculture during the week of December 1924 . It is planned to provide lodging for the
women who attend the girl 's dormitory just
completed.
Those who expect to attend will confer a
favor by notifying Supt. C. G. Selvig , so that
arrangements can be made .
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THE UNIVERSITY OF

MINNESO ~

CYRUS NORTHROP, LL. D . PaU!o.1fT

DEPARTMENT

OF AGRICULTURE

A . F. W O ODS,

D.~

scrrOOL OF AGRICULTURE AND
N. W. EXPERUfENT FARM
c . G.

8EL VIO, fhJr ... OfTaIfD • •T

CROOK S TON,MINN.,

October 25, 1910.

COPY OF LETTER SENT TO ALL POSTMASTERS IN THE RED RIVER BASIN REQUESTING THE
NAMES OF FARMERS.

THE IDEA WORKED AS A LIST OF NEARLY FOUR HUNDRED WAS PROVIDED

TO BE THE INITIAL LISTING OF

~ARM

PEOPLE ON A WINTER SHOWS MAILING LIST.

Dear Sir:
Will you please send us the names of from 25 to 100
farmers who get their mail at your office? We wish to send them
information regarding the FARMERS'SHORr COURSE to be held Dec.
19-24,1910 at the Scbool of Agriculture located at the State
Experiment Station near Crookston. See enclosed announcement.
If you would underscore the names of farmers having
eons or daughters of ages sixteen or up who might be interested
in attending this school,You will do another valuable service.
You are likely beset with many requests of this nature but
Postmaster Steenerson of this city,assured me that he thought
the Postmasters of whom this request is made would send the
names for the purpose stated.
Please use the enclosed blank lists.
r wish to thank you in advance for your service and
to assure you of our earnest purpose to do everything we can for
the upbuilding of the agricultural interests in Northwestern
Minnesota.
Yours very truly ,

Dict.CGS.

Superintendent.
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EXCERPTS FROM THE PRINTED PROGRAM OF THE FIRST SHORT COURSE AND
CROPS SHOW
(!Iroolultoll ~r11oo1 of Agrimltllrl'
Jl! amity
1910-1911

C. G. SELVIG

-

Superintendent

H. R. DANIELSON

Marm Mechanics, Agri cu lture

C. E. BROWN

P oultry Hu sbandry

G. A. DANIELSON

Animal and Dairy Husbandry

N. E SCHWARTZ

Farm Mathematics, Pre ceptor

J. D. BILSBORRQW

Agricultural Sciences

AGNES ARRIV EE

D omestic Science, Preceptress

MUSA SLADE

English, Physical Tra ining

RIT A McLARE N

Assistant in Domestic Science

LEWIS FOSSBAKKEN

Assistant in Farm Mechanics

MEDORA PADDOCK

CORA PAULSB ERG

Re gistrar and L ibrarian

_

Stenograp her

The Crookston Sch ool of Agriculture o ffers a three years
. course of si x months each beginning in O ctober and closing in
March .

Students fr e m the country are liIdmitted w ithout u :amina-

tion. The expenses are $15 a month f~r board, room, heat, light
.nd laundry; $5.00 ent ran ce fee ; $5.00 deposit, returned at close of
term; $1.00 each for text ren tal and reserve fund each term . The
second tenn opens j an. 3, 1911.

The sc hool has a strong faculty ,

good buildings, good equipment and is excellently prepared to give
a practical education to boys and girls o f the farm . The sch ool
has a band, literary societies, a large gymnasium,
esting

a cc essions.

Write

to

the

an~

Superintendent

other interfor

Auuouurrmput

~rrl'1tug1i.
xx

X .'I:

HE object of hold in g this Short Course is to give
an opportu nity to the farmers, fa rm ers' wives,
boys and girls to come in touch with the principal topics per taining to farm life and in the
home, The School of Agriculture cordia lly invites you to
com€ and to enter your grai n and art icl es in the Co ntests
menti oned in thi s booklet.

"For the past ten years there ha s been appa re nt to all inter_
ested in agricultural production a rapidly inc reasi n g interest In im.
proved met hods in all lines of farming . There is a strong demand
fo r men bette r trained in the business and art of farm ing and far m
managemen t. The methods of the men who ha ve made a succus of
farming are being studi ed. The imp rovement of soi l and the u,;:; o f
fe rti lizers are now problems of in terest to most farmers in all parts
of the count ry. Higher-bred crops and animals now intere ~t t he
III an y instlClld of the few.

We have been very fortu na te in secu r ing men and
wome n as instr uctor s for the week of the Short Course
who ar e leaders in their line of wo rk. All the instru ctors
of the School will participate in the work also. A very
interesting and profitable course has been arran ged. It is
w,o rth the time of ever y man and woman who can possibly
arrange it to attend.
The premium list is an extremely valuable one, The
a rticles offered as premi ums ar e worth striving for. Competent judges will m ake the award s,
The Domestic E conomy Department for the women
has a str ong program. A va luable line of premiums is
offered.
The excellent buildings and eq4,ipment including
the cattl e, horses, sheep, hogs, and poultry, raised on
Northwest Exne~iment Farm, wh ere t he School is located, will be used , giving ample opportu ni ties of making
the course intensely practical and valuable,
Come prepared to attend every session.
C. G. SELVIG,

further

informa tion.

Supt. School of Agriculture.

Sioek Judli"l will be • IIro"l a"d valublc IUlun of t he Short Coune. The.
SchOol h!ol ~ .fin e herd 01 Shorthorn and H ollt ein cottl e, inc]udine l omt vcr,.
... Iuabl e In d,vldu.I . . Oth er t)'pn will b. rep rnent od for the wor k in jude i" l

The control of diseases o f plan ts and animals is receiving more
gene ral and intelligent cons ideration. Better marketing methods,
the improvement of farm sanitation and ho me ~onditions and life
in genera.! of the farm and its relation to the general welfare 3re
uppennost in the minds of a rapidly increas ing number, not only of
fa rme rs, but of the public generally. The wonderful progress made
on American far ms in the last century is but the beginning of a
mu ch greater development in this new country."
By DEAN A. F. WOO DS, College of Agriculture,
University of Minnesota.

ELIGIBILITY TO CONTESTS.
Any person may attend this Short Course and any peraon in the N orth
Twenty countiea of Minnuota may enter any of the contest. according to the followinl rules and re,ula t ions.
RULES AND REGULATIONS.
The price of admission to the Ag ricultural Coune is $1.00_ Thll entitles the
h older to daily inltruction, lecturea and entriea to the contest•.
All thOle w ishin l to attend these courses Ih ould procure ticket. fro m tbole
having them for IIle and regilter their names w ith Supt. C . G. Selvil, before 10
a. m. Dec. 19. If possible you Ihould register on Saturday preceding th e meetinl
ill order to avoid the ' rush .
1. All entries mu. t be filed with J. D. Bilsborrow. They must,./ be entered
before 10 a. m. Dec_ 9, 1910. They may be en tered Dec. Hi.
2. The membership fee of $1.00 will allow eac h uhibitor to enter any two
classes either or both of which may be in corn, amall grain or potatoel. ' . 50 u .tra will be charged for esch additional entry.
3. No c:r:h ibitor can make more than one entry in anyone cl .... but be may

ente~ .ant-h~n~O~~as:ndP:he t:ra~~m~ust

have been grown by the e~hibitor in 1910.
5. The uhibitor is not required t o attend the short coune.
•
.
6. All persons who have bought ticket. to Short Course can enter the con·
test without any additional upense . Any person who has not b oulht a ticket to
the cO!Jue will pay an entry fee of $. 75 per entry.
.
_
EXHIBITS.
1. The luperintendent will have all uhibitl properly displayed and judged
lor those who are unable to attend personaUy.
2. E xh ibitors desiring to Ihip samples should direct same to SupL C , G, Selvig, School of Agriculture, Crooklton , Minneso ta.
3. All en tries must be accompanied by entrance fee.
4. Freight or expresl must be prepaid.
5. Each ear of corn should be carefully wra pped and packed In a light bOll:.
Mark each ear giving n ame of clau and write full instructions giving name of ell:hibitor and postoffice add r e ...
6. The management will use all possible care t o insure ..fety o f aU entries
after t heir ar riVil and arrangement but in no case will they be responlible for
any lOll or dama,e that mily occur thereto.

Crooklton School of A gric ulture gives a strone practical eourse in bl acksmith in,.
BLACK~MITHING CLASS AT WORK.
LECTURES AT 4:00 P . M. IN AUDITORIUM. SCHOOL OF
AGRICULTURE.
In a ddition to the regula r instruction , class room and judi in, work which
will last fr om 8 :30 a. m. to 4 : 00 p. m . each day, there will be given each afternoon from 4 to 5 o'clock lectures by well known authoritiea o n these l ubjects :
Monday afternoon-President j. H . Worst, North Dakota Agricultural College, Farlo, on " A lric ultural Educat ion."
Tuesd ay aheroon-Prof. T . L . Haecker, of Minnesota A gricultural College, on
" Dliryin, in Europe." T his will be ilIultrated with lantern . tides from view.
taken during his visits in Europe .
DAILY

PREMIUMS.
plus lihe ~~~t 'od,v::::m~li~~h~ndhadf:sse~~Ii::g fa~riil t~a~hi:ekr~o~iv:~US ISdr~~~~~
shall be bo r ne by the winner.
2. The freight charges from Crookston to address o f winner Iban abo bo
borne by winner.
3. CASH. All cuh prisel will be paid by Sup t. C. G. Selvi, to the w inner,

Ento~:r:gei~~~y oi't~i~~:;-t~lu~~~~~~lt~er~\urCO~I::ro~n F" 'I~'se'::U;~i~~r:;1 S~~d
Enemies."
Thursday afternoon- Illustrated le cture by Mr. G. W . Cooley, Enlineer,
:State Hilhway Commission, on " Minnnesota ROilds and Road-Making."
Friday afternoon-illultrated le cture by Prof. A . D . W ilson, Supt. of Eatenlion Division, Minnesota A gricultural College, o n " M odern Conveniences of the
Filrm Home_"
EVENI N G LE CT U RES .
8 : 00 P . M.
M onday Even in g-In School Auditori um.

AU CTION SAL E.
I . All
2 All
the highest
3. All
cash b efore

samples I hown will become the property of t he Short Course.
samples will be sold at Au ction Saturday, Dec. 24, at 1 : 00 p. m . to
bidder.
samples purc hased at the a uction must be pa id for either by check or
it i. allowedt,to leave t be Auction ring.

~~drt;~~' '~~:~'ic~itu~~ ~~lv;Xin~~~:t~,'~fD~:~iCA~tF~' ~~~~~~tccn~lle,e

RIBBONS

01 Agriculture, University of M inneso ta .
A ddress by Governor Vessey of South Dak ota.
Tuesday Evening-In School A uditorium.
Address, " Agricuiture-A Science." Pro f. A. E. Chamberlain, Supt, 01
Farmers' Institut.ea, Brookings, South Dakota.
Wednesday Evenin&-ln A uditorium at Crookston.
M Ulcial Pr ogram. C. Edward Clarke and the Riner Sisters. An admission
fee of 2Sc will b e charged for the best reserved Sutl in Crookston 'l New
A udito rium . N o cha r ge unless you attend.
Thursday Evening- in School Auditorium.
.
Illustrated Lecture and D emonstration on " Mut Cutting and CUtl of Beef,"
by Prof. D. A. Gaumnitz, Minnesota Alri cuturai Collea: e.

I. All priz e ribbons ar e tbe proper ty o f the exhibitors.
II. These ribbo ns must be left o n the e:zhibits until thev
~old. whereupo n the clerk of the auction will remov e t hem and see that thc ~
I eturned to
the right party.
.
II I. Colors d enoting awards will b e as follows: Sweepstakes, royal purple;
fint, blue; aecond, red ; th ird, white ; fou rth , pink.
IV. It is urged that purchasers at the auction IIle take their _a mples immedl·
ately after seutin, lor ume.
jUnGING.
The judgin, will be don e by competen t eaperts from agricultural .colle gea a!1d
schools. The juda;ing will be done at lom e t ime to be announced dUrin, the mId·
·dle 01 the week. The judges will give a talk at the close of their work uptainina:
the desirable poinb ahown in t h e best exhibits.

FridilY Eve n in&- I n School A uditorium.
Program by Students of Cr ookston School o f Ag iculture.
Informal R ece ption,
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EXCERPTS FROM THE PREMIUM LIST PROGRAM SCHEDULE
FOR THE 1915 FARM CROPS SHOW
FOU RTH ANNUAL

Official Premium List

minnrllota lRrb iRiurr 1!Iallry Jilrurlopmrnt Association
.illllrm C!lropll ~~OIU

of the
FEBR UA R Y 16, 17, 18, 19, 1915.

FOURTH ANNUAL

COMMITTEES
MINNESOTA

RED

RIVER

V ALl,EY

GENERAL CHAIRMAN-C. G. Selvig.
SECRETARY-N. S. Davies.

DEVELOPMENT AsSOCIATION

TREASURER-L. D. Foskett.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

H. W. Misner
Lesl1e Weller
C. G. Selvig
N, S, Davies
L. D. Foskett
J. M. Cathcart

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE:

C. L. Skoug
C. W.Finai
Bert Levins
J. J. Kelly
James Powe r

ARRANGEMENT COMMITTEE:

J. M. Cathcart

FARM CROPS SHOW
Crookston
FEB. 16-17-18-19, 1915

J. A. Cowley
C. H. Zealand
I. P. DeMott
G, A, Youngquist
EXHIBIT COMMITTEE:

Lee R. Boyd
F. L. Kennard
E. E. Strandell
Otto Eicho!

PROGRAM
of the

. RECEPTION COMMITTEE:

Jos. Eckert
O. Oliver Higgs
Mariam Step hens
Lloyd Errieson
M. F. Rosenthal
Ross Chesterman
Harry Hitchcock

A. D. Stephens
Martin O'Brien
Thomas Morris
W. S. Lycan
W, E. McKenzie

Northwestern Minnesota Agricultural Meetings
to be held in connection with the Farm Crops Show

A. D. Stephens
C. L. Skoug
Lee n. Boyd
W. J. Taylor
W. C. Sumpman

CORN PALACE COMMITTEE:

W.J. Taylor
J. F. Fournet
Tom Mortenson
A. R. Brlxon

DECORATION COMMITTEE:

W, C. Sumpman
C. C. Bowen
Harry Schmidt

NEW ARMORY, CROOKSTON

w. L. Ireland
T , R. Sewall
O. H. Sandberg
S. W. Wheeler

B, D. Keck

FEB. 18.17.18.19, 1915

Value of Farm Crops Shows
Not ooly the farmer. and theIr IOn I. but Ihe tarmen' whet and daulh·
ten are reco,nlled at the comlnr; ehow, and a total of over U.5.00.00 worth
Th r ee prev!oul I".rm Crop. Showl b.'ttl been held In Crook,ton, Indl·

of premiUm, h."e been pro"lded. 'VlIl1e the premlutlJl a r e extremely liberal.

aUn, ' what the MIDnuota Red River Valley II ~.pab l fl of productn,. Thl,

tbe omcers and dl rectorl of the MlnnelOll Red Rher Valley Development

lectlon I. known at the bread baakel of Ihe world,
nou rl.hed here II In no other lecUoD.

&. all ,maU ,ralnt hayti

Allodatl on feel very conndent lhat tbe m.!!' ob)ect of the exhibitor. from

O f r ecent yean, corn, 11.0, h •• bee n

Ine ry one of the counllel II not merely the wlnnln,.. of prl:r.ee, but rather to

fOfChl1 to the fmDt, and the Farm Crop. Show et 1914 demon,luted beyond

Ihow thei r loyalty to the ir re.peel .... e eountln. Th, &,real opportunity II

.. doubt that It I, one ot the Ita pie crop. ot the vaUey.

opened to ahow what the Mlnneaota Red River Villey territory II ce.pable of
producln,.

The comlnr ahow 11'111 d emon" " !e much more emphatically t hat corn i.
not only one or our lucce .. Cul cropl, but that It II one 0 1 Ollr leld ln&, CroPI.
Wher,"er you traveled durin,.. tbe palt lumme r In tb, ten counlin com·

CROPS F"LOU'U S H HIRE .

prl.ln&, the Mlnnnota Red R iver Valley, tl ourb hlol corn field .... ere to be
l een on practically .ver y '.rm. Where but I l ell' yea r.
I

"'D I

corn field lI'l.

Not only all the Imall "rain I, but co rn, ana lfa, clon r , polltoel, lU,ar

rare Illbt. DOli' the Ilrm without I co rn field va,ylnl from ten a cres to

beetl, and In fa ct , practically e"er)'thln, that can" produced anyw here In

el,bty I creet, tbe uce ptlon .nd not tbe rule.

U'le a,rlcullura1 line, nourllhee here.

All that II required ,. continuoul In·

lelll,..ent e"orl to orde r to reallie the a:lxlmum pro.per'",.
FIRST SHOW IN 1910.
The lint Farm Crop, Show

'11'' '

The place that ),our county will make for Itlelf In the eomln, f'arlll
Crops Show depend, upon Indhldual loyally IboWD by tbe resident I of the

held at tbe Crook,ton Scbool 01 Al r l.

cult ur e In 1910, and thll pa ved th, way lor future uhlbltl.

1'I rlou. cou nt Ie.. If Illouid be remembered by eTeryone that the eJlhlblt, dl ...

The .ta rt .11

modelt, tbe qUlrlen .... ere cnmped. but tbe polllblllUee for .ucb ,bOWl In

pla yed will be leen, not only b), the ulldenll of the '!'ariou. countl .. , bill by

the luture were pllinly Ihown.

Ihounndl of "Iliton from outside the Itlte.

Tbe nell Ibow .1.1 held at Ihe •• m. place,

and .howed .uch a ,towth In enry de pa rtm ent, that I•• t year It ... all necel.
IIry to hold the Iho .... In the lareeat room. a",an.ble In CrookltOll, whi ch

VA LL EY'S GREAT NEED.

proved enU rely Inadequate to meet the requlrementl.
The Irell need of th ll ferti le "altey at the prelenl time II more farmers.

Thll year, therefore, the treat Ihow II to be ,hen under the au.plcel 0 1
/

For the hllhesl production. of which the .011 'II capable. there should be a

the Mlnnel-ota Red River Valley Develpoment Anoclallon, and to hou.e It,

Il r mer on .t least e"e ry qu.rter I@ctlon, while It the present lime we 110 not

Crook,ton·, ,plendld new .rmory build In, hI.. been lecured. with a main

l"eraKe a firmer on each enlire lec Ilo n.

tloo r lpace 01 56190 feet . In ,ddlt\oo to thl', there I, a Iymoilium and other
room. In the baleme nt lo,..ether wllh a ,..allery and two commodious wallin,

Le t us III .ho w thlt loy.lly whi ch II born , not of lull lor dotlar. and

room. on the flrl' noor. It II belle"ed that e"ery loot of the .valilble lpace

cents alone. but which II Imprelnated with love lor our lellowruan Ind for all

will be nece... ry 10 houle the ehow.

the Ihlnll that tend toward better Ihln, condltlonl. better environment in

The countiee comprll lni the "'lOClaUoo Include :

e"ery WI". In of whi ch mea nll a beller Ind broad er future for our lo nl and

Clay, Beck er , No rmln.

daulhtetl.

Mlhoomen, POlk, Red Lake. Pe nn ID,IOD, Manhall, KlttlOD and Roselu, and
the farmen and bUl lneSl me D of th eae ten countlel, whOle wealth 1m unt old,

Thl,. In .. nuuh e ll, II the Ilude rlylnr; object o f the F.rm Cropi S how . Be·

have a ,reat opoprlunlty- and are lure to embrace It- In conDec ti on wilh

hind It.

t he comlnl Farm Cr op. Show.

' n·e\ ~ ry

count y. are th e pro,reulve men and women . who Mllnd for

the bi" eal and the heM I thin , 1I of the pr ue nl and who Ire
rei I bill: th lnill. Ih" Ih lul;!i wur th willie for t he future.
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plann ln ~

un Ihe

Finished product-40 points.
Method of working. including neatness, accuracy and quickness-20 points.
Reasons for methods used-40 points.
~.
All articles in the home contest must be strictly the work of the penon
entenng same.

WOMEN'S COURSES.
ELIGIBILITY.
I. Any woman or girl m~y attend the Short Course ~nd ~ny wom~n or girl
of the N orth twenty counties of M innuot~ may enter any of the contests accordinll: to the Rules and Regulations.
. .
II . The cost o f ~dmiuion to the Domestic Science Course IS $1 .00: tlus entitle!!. the hold-: r t o daily instruction, lectures and entries to the conte5l~. Those
wifhing to attend these courses should procurr tickets from those having them
for ule and reg ister their names with Miss Medora P~ctdock, December 19. 10
a m. If pOSlible you s hould regbter on Saturday precerling the meetinll: in ord er
to avoid the rush. Entry forms upon applic~tion.
III. All persons who have bought tickets to this course may en ter t.he contest without any additional expense. Any person who has not bought. ticket to
the course will pay ~n entry fee of $.75 per entry.

Shor~' C:~~$:~ticles made or enter:d in these contests become the property of the

WOMEN'S BAKING CONTEST.
But Bread Made in H ome.

FirstM~~~zee;;orn:.ndy Lee 280 Egg lincubator, $30.00,

King

Northrup,

&:

Co.,

S e coN~ ~~ize-White Mop Wringer, $1.75, White Mop Wringer Co., Fultonville,

WOMEN'S CONTESTS.
Third Pdze:-25 Ibs. Cremo Breakfast Pood, Cro?kston MiIliTlg Co.
Fourth Prize- 5 lb •. Macaroni, Minnesota Macaroni Co., St. PauL
Fifth Prize-One year's .ubscription to the ueiineator.

Any woman Jiving in the North twenty counties 01 Minn.:sota~ who has never
been regularly classified in any cclJege or schoo l of Domesl!c SCience may enter
any of these contests. These restricticns in no way apply to those who hav.e ~t
tended Short Courses.

Sixt~i~~:;;;~s~etii~~'1 .ub.cri.ption to the Houseke~per, The Housekeper Co.,

RULES GOVERNING Ei-JTRIES .
SPECIAL BREAD CONTEST.

I. All entr ies must be made on regular forms which must be filed with Miss
Agnes E. Arrivee.
2. All entriu must be in not later thln Mon dav 10 p. m .. Dec . 19 , 1910.
Each contutant will be given an entry nU:T.ber by .which she will ~e clesi~nat e d .
3. Any contestant writing her name or pl~clflg any oth:f Identfylng m~rk
than the number assigned her on her wrillen report will be excluded from 'thel

brea:r~~~~i~ ~~::e~rob~ ~c~:~s~~nR~ui:~ing

Co., Crookston, Minn.

For the but

First Prize-One barrel "Cremo" Flour.
Second Prize-IOO lb. Sack of "Cremo Flour.

cont~~t.

All persons who have bought tick:ts to the Domestic Science Course can
enter these contests without any additional expenses. Any person who has not
bought a ticket to this course will pay an entry fee cf $. 75 per ent ry .

Best Graham Bread Made in Home.
First Prize-Snow B1Ill Washing Machine, $8.50, J. E. O'Brien cl Co., Crook.ton.
Second Prize-25 lb. Cremo Breakfut Food, Crookston Milling Co_
Third Prize-5 lb. Spaghetti, Minnesota Macaroni Co .• St. Paul.

REGARDING JUDGING.
The product and written reports will be jurlg~d by ex pert ~.
2. All co nlest~nlS' work will be graded on ~ b~sls of 100 pOints to b: divided as follow.:

Four~ha::~ii;;-~o~~tB~s~::,il:~s~.ChoOI Maguine, The

I.

Boston

Cooking

School

Fifth Prize-One year', lubscription to the Northweshrn Agriculturist.
Si.:th Prize-.5 lb. Mac1lroni, Minnesota Macaroni Co., St. Paul, Minn.
Best Farm Butter (Not less than one pound entry.)
Flrs~;~~:~ka~ 150 Elg Incub1ltor, $20.00, Sure Hatch Incubator Co., Freemont,

SecoFfn~~i~~i~sl~:,enc:ri~~~te~o~h~~~o~:~~n.CMinen~

Goods, EJl:ua Fancy, $4.00,

Third Prize-2.5 lb. Cremo Brukfast Food, Crookston Milling Co.
Fourth Prize-5 lb. Macaroni, Minnesota Macaroni Co., St. Paul.
Fifth Prize-One year's subscription to the Housekeeper.
Si.:th Prize-.5 lb., Spaghetti, Minn. Macaroni Co., St. Paul.
Best Plain Layer Cake.
First Prize-l dozen Assorted White B~nd Canned Good., Extra Fancy, Pinch,
Win.low, Carlisle Co., Crookston.
Second Prize-2.5 lb . Cremo Breakafst Food, Crookston Milling Co.
Third Prize-5 lb . Spaghetti, Minn. Macaroni Co., St. Paul.
Fourth Prize-One year' •• ubscription to the Boston Cookinl School Maguine.
Fifth Prize-One yen's sub.crip.tion to the N~tionaJ Food Maruin~.
Sixth Prize-.5 lb. Spaghetti, Minnesota Macaroni Co., St. Paul.
But Corn Bread.
First Prize-White Lily Wa.hina: Machine, $8.50, A . O . Bu.terud.
Second Prize-2.5 lb. Cremo Brukfast Food, Crookston Milline Co.
Third Prize-5 lb. Macaroni, Minneso t~ Macaroni Co. , St. Paul.
Fourth Prize-t'le year'l .ub.cription to the Housekeeper.
Fifth Prize-One year' • • ubscription to Hoard', Dairyman.
Sixth Prize-One year'. lub,cription. to Fum, Stock &: Home.

CLASS IN COOKING.
Crookston School of Agriculture .

IMPORTANT NOTICES.
The clas$es and lectures will begin promptly on time. The doon will be
closed five minutes after the time scheduled to beein to ilvoid noise Ind confusion.
Be prompt.
I.

2. Me1'lls will be served for twenty cents each in the Dining Hall of the
School o f Ail:riculture to all who come ~nd c~n be accommodated. The women,
who come, will be furnished board Ind lodging, ~ho. until all room. are filled, for
si.:ty cents a day. The women, who plan to attend, should writ~ to the Superintendent regarding a room as .oon as possible. You will then be assigned a room
u long as there are any left. Provide yourself with two sheets, one Quilt, one pillow. and one pillow slip. if you e.:pect to stay at the Ladies' Dormitory.
3. Arungements are being made to sec \Ire lodginlt places in Crookston for
those attending the Short Course who cannot be accommodated at the School.
Lodging ~nd breakfast may be secured in Crookston at a low price. A list 01
place! will be kept in the Commercial Club office. Someone will be in charge of
this list there. He will assist you in securing a place to stay and everyone who
. wants a room will be able to get on e at a re~so n~ble figure. Several good hotels
offer accommodations at moderate prices.
4. Arrangement$ will be made to haul persons lodging in town back and
forth at a small charge. If you have a room in town plan to t~ke dinners. and
suppers at the School in order to attend all the meetings. The Ichool is one and
a half miles north of Crookston .
.5. Enrollment blank. are to be found in the b~ck of this booklet. Send one
to Supt. C. G. SelYil', School of Agriculture, Crookston, Minnesota, at soon as
you decide to come. It will help us greatly in providing accommodat ion. if you
0":' this.
6. All the classes .lind lectures. e.:cept the music~1 prOll:u.m Wednesday eyening. will be held in the various buildings of the School of Agriculture. The .headquarters and displays of exhibits will be found in the . Administration Buildina:. An
Info rm atio n Bureau will be maintained where you can obtain information rea:ard·
ing th~ proer~m, u.e the telephone. etc .

CLASS IN SEWING.
Crookston School of Agriculture.
The ,irl. all .learn to draft, cut and fit their garments and dres.es.
SEWING CONTESTS.
Best Buttonhole •.

7. It is our purpose to assist you in whatever way possible to get the most
ou t of the Short Coune insruc tion . Y ou will confer a favor if you will call your
neighbor's attention to this announcement in c~se you cannot attend this year.

Fint Priz~ Bottl~ Officill Blbcock Te.ter, $5.00, Creamery Pacilal'e Mfg. Co.,
Minneapolis.
Second Prize-25 lb. Cremo Breakfast Food, Crookston MillinI' Co.
Third Prize-5 lb. Spaghetti, Minnesota Muaroni Co., St. Paul.
Fourth Priz~-One ynr'l .ubscription to National Food Maguine.
Fifth Prize-One year's subscription to Farm, Stock &: Home.
Sixth Prize-One year' • • ubscription to Hoard's Dairyman.
Best Darning.
First Prize-6 Bottle Babcock Tester, $9.00, Vermont Farm Machine Co., Bellows Falls, Vt.
Second Prize-l dozen Assorted White Band Canned Goodl, EItra Fancy, Finch,
Winslow, Carlisle Co., Crookston.
Third Prize-5 lb. Macaroni, Minnesota Macaroni Co., St. Paul.
Fourth Prize-Bo.ton Cooking School Mae:azine, one year.
Fifth Prize-One year's lubscription to Nationll Food Magazine.
SiIth Prit_One year', .ubscription to The Farmer.
PRIZE ARTICLES .
"Essenti~ls

in the Training of a Girl for Home Making."
Articlu must not be lest than 1000 words.
Fiut Prize-$3.00, cash, Crookston State B~nk. Crook.ton, Minn .
Second Prize-S2.00, calh, Crookston State Blnk, Crookston, Minn.
Third Prize-One year' •• ubscription to the Housekeeper.
Fourth Prize-One year's SUbscription to Nat ional Food Maguine.
Fifth Prize-One year' • • ub$cription to Bo.ton Cooking School Maguin~ .
SiJl:th Prize-On~ year' • •ubscription to Northwestern Agriculturilt.
"Why a Girl Should Learn to Keep House."
.
First Prize-S3.00, cuh. Strander Abltnct &: Investment Co., Crookston, Minn .
Second Prize-$2.00, calh. Strander Abstract &: Inyutment Co., Crooilllon, Minn.
7hird Prize-One yur' • • ubscription to BOlton Cookin, School Mlguinr.
Fourth, Prize-One year'l luoscription to The Housekeeper.
Fifth Prue-One year' • •ubscription to National Food Magazine.
SiIth Prize-On~ year'l .ub.cription to Parm, Stock
Home.

CLASS IN CARPENTRY, CROOKSTON SCHOOL OP AGRICULTURE.
The boys draw plans and build common farm building •.

a
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CLASS III .
Best Ten Ears White Cor n .

DAILY PROGRAM OF SHORT COURSE WORK.
M onday, 1 :30 P. M . to 3 : 4S P . M .
Le cture on "Soi l F ertility" and " M anu res"
Demo ns tra t ion in "Weed s" and " T ilI.1ge "
Dean J. H. Shepperd , N orth Oakot.1 Agricu ltural College,
A nistant, Prof. J. D . Bi.bborrow, Crookston School o f Agr iculture.

~irlC:~ i pe;;t~~~ cII!~S Model R otary H a rrow Attllchment, U's .OO, E . M . Kramer
Second Prize-Berger Co ld Blast Lantern.
Third Prilt.e-Wallace ·s Farmer. I Year's Subscription.
F ourth Pr1Ze-The Far m er, 1 Year'. Subscription.
F ift h Prize-I Year 's S ubscripti on to Farm. Stock 4- Home.

Tuesday, 8 : 30 A. M . to 10 :00 A . M .
Lecture on "Dairying" a nd "Dai ry Feeds"
Prof. T . L . Haecker , Minneso t.1. A&:ricultuu l College.
10 : 00 A . M. to II : 4's A . M .
Dairy Stoc k J udging.
Prof. G. P . Grout, Minneso ta Agri cultural College.
1 :30 P. M. to Z : 30 P. M .
Lecture on "Dairy Feed ing"-Prof. Hu cker.
Z :3 0 P. M . t o 3:4S P . M .
Daily Stock Judging-Prof. Grout .

CLASS IV .
Best Ten Ears o f Corn Other Than ~. hite or Yellow.
Firu Priz~-N o. 4 B~rger 20th Century Corruiated Pump, $10 .00, Berger Manu.
fac turlng Co" Mmneapolis.
Second Prin-Berger Cold Blast Lantern .
Th ird P riz e-N ort hwest!rn A iriculturist, $ 1.00, P . V . Collins Publ ising Co., Minn ea polis, M innesola.
F o urth Prize-The Farmer . 1 Year 's Subscription.
F ifth Prize-H e ards Da iryma n . I Year' s Subscription.

Wednesday, 8 : 30 A . M . to 10 : 00 A . M .
Lecture o n "Orchards in No rthwe !ltern M innesota "
Prof. C. B. Waldron, No rt h Dakota Agricultural Coilege.
10:00 A . M . to II : 4,S A . M .
Demonstrations in Spraying, Pruning and Graft ing
Profs. Washburn and Waldro n, a n d
Prof. H . H . P owers, Assistant, Crookston School of Agriculture.
1 :30 P . M . to 2 : 30 P . M .
Lec ture o n " Poultry : Breeds, Care and F eeds"-Prof. C. E . Brown, Crookl'
ton Scnool of Agric ulture.
2 : 30 P. M . to 3 : 4,S P. M .
P oultry Demon strat io n, Buildings, Feeds, etc. -Pro f. Brown .
2 : 30 P . M . to 3 : 4S P. M .
Meeting of Red Riyer Va lley Horticultural Soci ety
J. F . HetIer, Presiden t , in School Auditorium.
Prog ram : Add ress by H on. ) . M . Underwood, Pres. Minn . Ag ricultural
Society.
Bu,iness Session.
Thursday, 8 :30 A . M . to 10:00 A . M .
Le ctures: " Beef Cattle" and " H orses"
Prof. D. A. Gaumn iu. Minneso ta Agr icultu ral College.
10 : 00 A_ M . to 11 : 4's A . M .
Judging of Cattle and Hones
Prof. Gaumniu: and Prob. G. A. D a nielson and P owers,
Crookston School of Agriculture.
1 : ~O P. M . to 2 : 4S P . M .
Lectures : " Hogs" and "Sheep."
2 : 4's P. M . to 4 : 00 P . M .
Judg ing of Hogs lind Sheep, Pro f. Gaumnitlt .1nd Assi stants.

SPECIAL CORN JUDGING CONTEST.

First~:~se, do~~te:U:';el t~~ ,~ci~:~~,.o~~~~:~~nva~:;r~~.~·o,~~n~~:~~:o: :;:.~~akes
the best record in judging the corn entered in the Corn Co ntest,.
Second Prilt.e, One ryalf ~ushe1 c f " Ace" Clover ," value $4. 50, for the second best
~ec ord In corn Judging.
Thir d Priz e, One bushel of " P ine Toree" T imo thy. val ue $3 .'s 0 for the third .
F o urth Prize, One half bushel of " Pine Tree " Timothy, value $Z. 75 for the
Fourth.
.
DIVISION B . WHEAT CONTEST.

' 75. 0~~eFftrt::~~s,PJ:..z;rsi: a:CIC~~~ SS!. ~adul~'

CLASS II .
But Peck Winter Wheat.
First Prize-20 Rods Wire Fence, $V.OO. American Steel &: Wire Co., Chic_iO.
Second Prize-Berier Cold Blilt Lantern.
Third Prize-N orthweatern Agriculturist, I Year's Subscription .
F ourth Prize--Hoard's Dairyman, 1 Year'a Sub.cription.
Fifth Prize-The Farmer, 1 Year's Subscriptio n .

Assista nts, of

DIVISION C, OATS.
Best Peck Oats, Any Variety.
Sweepstakes Prilte. International Blue Bell Cream Separator, $75. 00, N . P .
Stone &> Co. Crook. ton.
F irs\t~~~e-Standard Litter Carrier, '16.00, Hudson a: Thurber Co., M inneapolis.,

Friday, 8 :3 0 A . M . to 10 : 00 A . M .
Lectures : "Field Crops" and "Rota tions"
Mr. F orest Henry, Minnesota Fumeu' Ins titute Lecturer.
Prof. A. D . W ilso n, Supt. EJlte nsion D iy ision .
10 : 00 A. M . 'to II : 4's A . M .
.
Corn Judgini. P rols. Henry, W ilson lind A ssist ants.
1 : 30 P. M . to 2 : 30 P. M .
Lectures : "Silos" .1nd "Clover "
Demonstra tions :: "Cleani ng , Gradini and M arketing Grain ; Smut Treat·
ment," Profs. Wilson, Henry and A .. istants.

Second Prize-Berger Cold BIIII Lantern.
Third Priz.e-N orthwestern Agr iculturist, I Year 'a Subscription .
F ourth Pnze-The Farmer, 1 Year '. Subscription .
Fifth Prize-Wlllace's Farmer, I Year's Subscription .
DIVISION D , RYE CONTEST.
.
Best Peck Rve, Any Variety .
port.Sil~~Pltaku Prize-No.4 Feed Mill, '35.00, Stover Manufacturini Co., Free-

Saturday, 8:30 A . M . to 10 : 00 A . M .
Lectures : "Farm Plans"-Prof. A . D . Wilso n.
"Firm Buildings" -Prof. F . Henry.
"Farm A ccounts"-Prof. N. E . Schwartz, Crook. ton School of Agriculture.
10 : 00 A . M . to II : 4S A . M .
Demonstration : "C ement W ork"
Prof. A . D. W ilson , State Agricultural College and
Prof. H . R. Danielson, Assistant Crookston School of A&riculture.
Awarding of prize.. Au ction slle of exhibitl. Question Box .

Firsio~,riMi;~~~:~ Litter Carrier, complete, .16.00, M . G. Shumway, FarminiSe co nd Prize-Berger Cold Blast Lantern ..
Third Priz.e-Wall ace'a Farmer, 1 Year', Sub.cription .
F ourth Pr1Ze-Farm, Stock a: Home. 1 Year'a Sub.cript ion .
F ilth Prize-Hoard', Dairyman , I Year'a Subscription .

COURSES IN DOMESTIC ECONOMY .
Monday, 1:30 P. M . to 2 :30 P . M .
Lecture: " Home Dec ora t ion "
Mrs. MUiaret Blair, M innesota Air icultural College.
2 : 30 P . .M . to 3 : 45 P. M .
Demonstrat ior. in Home Decoration-Mra. Blair .
Tuesday, 9:00 A . M . to 11):00 A . M .
Lecture: " Textiles and Their Uses"-Mrs. Blair.
10 :00 A. M . to 11 : 45 A . M .
Sewing Demonstration-Mrs. Blair and Mi.. Ainu
Crookston School of Arriculture.
1 :30 P. M . to 2 : 30 P . M .
Lecture :
"Plain Sew ing " -Mn. Blair .
2 : 30 P. M . to 3 : 45 P. M .
Sewing Demonstration, Mn. Blair and M iss Arrivee.

wheat-Juk Junio r Gasoline Engine,

CLASS I.
Best Peck Hard Wheat.
Fi nt Pr ilte-Boyu Hay Carrier, compl tte. $30 .pO. A . O . Busterud, Crookston.
Second Pr ize-Berger Cold Blu t Lantern.
Third Prize-Fa rm , Stock &> Home, 1 Yur 's Subscription.
Fourth Prize-H oa rd 's D.1irym.1n. I Year 's Subscription .
Fifth Prilte-N o rthwestern Agriculturist, 1 Year'. Subscription.

DIVISION E, BARLEY CONTEST.
But Peck Barley, Any Variety.

~;re::,.t~~~~h PD~=;;;;'ulverizer AttJlChment, 'Z's.OO, American Pulveriaer Co.,
Fint Priz~_Victor Gate . Cyclone Fence Co .. WaUkegan" III .
S!cond PUze-IO Rods Poultry Fence , 1's.OO, American Steel
Chica,o.

ArriYee,

Wire

Co

.,

Third Pr ize-Berger Co ld Blut L a ntern
F? urth ,:,rize-One year's subscriptien t~ H oa rd 's Dairyman.
Fifth Prize-One year's subbscr ipt ion to The Far tr.:r.

Assia tllnt,

DIVISION F, FLAX CONTEST.
Best Peck of Flax.

~"';'~~~:~~~~s Prize-24 inch Fllnnini Mill. 1 2S.00, Maplebay Co., Crookston ,

Wednesday" 9 : 00 A. M . to 10 :00 A . M .
Lecture, "Hom e Nursini and Hygiene"
Miss Alice G. H.1ggart, Graduate Nurse, In structor in
North Dakota Agricultural College, Farlo.
10:00 A . M . to 11 : 4S A . M .
Demonstratio n in Bandagini, Mill Hagga rt.
1:30 P. M . to 2 : 30 P. M .
Lecture: "Home Sanitation," Miss Haggart.
2 :3 0 P. M . to 3 : 4's P. M.
Demonstration.

a:

First Prize;-Peerlus Gate. H . S. Curry, St. PIUI.

H ome

~~~~~dp~~~z':'B!~g!o~sOI~oB~~:; E:~~:;n$,S·OO.

Nursin&",

Americ an Steel & Wire Co .
Fou rt h t:'rize-Wallace 's F armer, I Ye~r's Subscription.
Fdth Prllte-One year's subscription to H oa rd 's Dairyma.n.
DIVISION G, POTATO CONTEST.
CLASS I.
..

But Peck Early P ota toes.
FIr!~ e~r ~;;;:!~~~:mC~~r'B~~~~o~' N~I;e ~~~~ the ir catalog to be selected by win·
Se~o nd p,rize-A ZO Rod Roll Fence, $9.00, American Steel &> Wire Co.
Third Prllte-Berger Cold Blast Lantern .
F!ft h Pr!ze-One year's .ubscription to W .1 l1 ace 's F armer.
Fifth Prize-One year '. subscription to the N orthwester n Agricu lturist.

Thursday. 9:00 A. M. to 10 :00 A. M.
Lecture: "Bread and Rolls"
Miss Mary Bull, M innesota Agricultural College.
10 : 00 A. M . to II :45 A. M .
Demonstration in Bread Ma lr...ng, Miss Bull and Miss Rita M c Laren. Assistant, Crookston School of Agriculture.
Demonstration and Clau in Sewing, Miss Arrivee.
1 :30 P. M . to 2 : 30 P. M .
Lec tu re : "Cookinr Egg. and Milk," M iss Bull.
Z :30 P . M . to 3:4's P. M .
Demonstration in Cooking, Miu Bull.
Demons tration and Class in Sewinr, Miss Arriyee.

CLA S S II.
.
.
Best Peck L ate Potatoes.
First Prlze-A ZO Rod Roll Fence . $9.00, Amer ica n Steel &> Wi re Co
~~~~ddp~~~z":'B;rl::~ t~~eEn~~~ r:;~~r~3.'sO, Standard Earth AUier Co., Chicaio.
F ~u rth ~rize-O ne year' • • ub.cri ption t ~ the Farmer.
FIfth Priz e-One year', sub.criptlon to Wallace'. Farmer .

Friday, 9 : 00 A. M . to 10 :00 A. M .
Lecture, " Mea!!," Miss Bull.
10 : 00 A. M . to II : 45 A. M .
Demonltration in Cookini, " Meat Dishes," Miss Bull.
Demon s tation and Class in Sewing, Miss Arri yee.
1 : 30 P. M . to 2:30 P. M.
Lecture, "Vegetables and Duserts," Miss Bull.
2 :30 P. M. to 3 : 45 P. M .
Demon strlltion: " Desserts,' M iss Bull .
Demonsta.tion and Class in Sewing, Mi .. Arrivee.
Saturday-Awardin, Prins in Women's Con tests. Finish Sewin, demonstrations.
Question Boz.

SPECIAL .POTATO CONTEST.
For the best peck of potatoes. any variety, grown on a field of less than si x
.1cres. a Brandt Sprayer, $'s .OO, b y Brandt M anufacturi ng Co., M inn ea polil .
PRIZE ARTI C LES.

Prizc:~i;.~~tic~es:.n ~;~~WN!~io~~~dB~en:, ~::~J:'s~~n. C::i~n~rop."
~~i~ddP~~~':'O~2~ O~~a~'~S~u:'~:i~t!!~ti~:a~ !':~~es~;~:kAt~~i'ct~!~~i'l.
First

SHORT COURSE CONTESTS.

~?urth ~l""Ize-One year' s subsc r iption to Wallace 's Farmer.
F!fth Pn.ze-One year's subsc ription to Farm. Stock &> Home.
Sixth PriZe-One y.ur 's subscription to the Farm er .
.
. B est ArtIcles on " Why Farmers Should T ile Their Farms"
First Prlze. -$3 .00, Cash. ,.{erchants N .1tional Bank, Crookston. M inn'.

PREMIUMS.
CORN CONTESTS.
DIVISION A .

~.~~~:;d p;'~.I:":'O~Z~O~'ea~.~s~~b~Ce~~~~onnts toNa;~~:,1 ~~~=. frH0:;,~~n,

Grand Champion Priu, Best ten ears any yariety-14z30 Playford Cement
Silo, $330.00, J . Emil Ne1s.on Corporatio n , Willmar, Minn .
Includes material for silo only, F. O . B. Wil lma r, Minn .
Sweepstakes Pr ize in Cluses 2, 3 and 4-Deere &: Webber N o.9 Edie Select ;on Drop Corn Planter, $4's.00, Lanen &: Anderson, Crookston.
CLASS I.
Best Sinile Ear o f Corn, Any V.1riety.
First Prize--ZO Rods Pitts burg Co.'a Fence, '9 .00, A . O. Busterud, Crookston.
Seco nd Priu-Cyclone Seeder, $ 's.OO, Cyclone Seeder Co., Urbana, Ill.
Th ird .Prize-.f!Ierger Cold Billt Lantern , $I.Z,S , !jerier Manufa cturini Company,
Mlnneapoll •.
Fourth Prize-Farm, Stock &: H o me, One Year's Subscription, '1.00 , Fum, Stock
a: Home Co., Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Fifth Priu-WaJlace's Farmer, One Year'. Subsbcription, $1.00", Wallace'. F armer Co., Dea Moines, Iowa.
CLASS II.
Best Ten Ears of Yellow Corn.
F int Prize-J. I . Case 6 Shovel Crankshift Cultivator, $32.00. Great Northern 1m.
plement Co., Minneapolis, M innuota.
Sec0W'is:rize-James Stanchion, $2. 2's, Kent Manufa cturini Co., Fort Atkinso n.

Minn .

Fourth ~rllte-One yea r 's subsc ri p tion to The Farmer .

~;!~~ Pp:ize;:.~nnee y::;r~s s~~~:~~~~~ntOt: W~~;-;~~t.~r"p:;~!~~lturist.
.
.Best Ar ticle on " H ow to Feed and Care for th e Dairy Cow."
Flnt Pr1Z~-$S.OO, C.1sh. Scandia A m er ican Bank. Crookston, M inn.

~~i~:;d P~i~I.:~O';~O~'eac;.a:h~u~~:~i~itio~,,;~riW~II~c""e~:' F~rr::rs.ton,

Min n .
Fou rth Pnte-On e year's subsc r iption to Northwestern A griculturist

~11!~~ ;~\~~=g~~ ~::~:: :~::~~i~::~~ :~ ~~ra~d .•St~~7ry~a~.0rr.e.

.

RULES AND REGULATIONS .

IS001~o;d:~ above articles s hall contai n not le ss than 1,000 words nor more than
2. All articles shall be submitted' un d er the au th or's real name , wh ic h must
be attached to a se parat.e sheet. These names s hall De removed b efore th e articles
are turn~d over t.o t he Jud~es and !ach at r icle duignated by a n umber onl y.
3. In awardIng the prn:es the Judges shall tak e in to consideration originality
;r~rS~~~!~io;.alue o f the ideas presented and clearness and conciseness of

Agri:~It~/et,ic~~~ i:~esrt t~~:e:I~~ !~,d ~~c !~\:ra~t ~~l~iSl

MUla Slade, School o f
Any person can en ter the Article Conte slS who is not I jrraduate of an
~g~~tuel:u:~~ ~~II:~ee~e ~~~~:s~~~ of Crookston School of Ag r iculture lire not eligible

Th ird Prize-Berier Cold Blast Lantern.
Fourth Prize-Hoard's Dairyman, One Year ' s Subscr iption , S1.00, W. D . Houd
Co., Fort Atkinson, Wis.
F ifth Prize-Farm, Stock &: Home, I Year 'a Subsc r ipt io n .

.'s.
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News Clipping From The Farmer Magazine
Reporting On The 1927 Winter Shows

"Northwestern Minnesota is doing a fine
piece of constructive development work
through the annual Winter Crop and Livestock
Shows at Crookston, in connection with Farmers ' Week and Women 's meetings at the Northwest School of Agriculture. Probably no single
agency has done as much to arouse and foster
interest in a more diversified and properly
balanced type of farming in the Red River
Valley. "
" The writer's visit to the show and meetings
at Crookston last week was his first visit in four
years. The expansion of the show during that
period has been steady, and significant of the
change which is gradually taking place in the
agriculture of that territory. The show reflects
the trend toward better breeding and better
conditioning of the livestock exhibited, and
toward a constant improvement in the quality of
grains and grasses produced in the Valley, "
"It was sixteen years ago that the first of these
winter shows was held at Crookston. Starting in
a small way to develop the right type of farming
for that territory, it has spread out until it
commands attention of farmers far beyond the
confines of the Red River Valley , Last week, for
instance , there were stock judging teams from
four other Minnesota agricultural schools , Manitoba and North Dakota , and breeders present
from all parts of the state.

Crop Va rieties Increase
Increased acreages of alfalfa, sweet clover,
corn, the development of a sugar beet industry
that promises to grow in importance , and an
astonishing development of the dairy, sheep,
and swine industry are some of the indirect
results of Red RiverValley Shows and meetings,
Directing this promotional work all these years
has been C. G. Selvig, superintendent of the
Northwest School and Experiment Station , recently elected to Congress from that district. At
all meetings last week, praise of Mr. Selvig 's
leadership was sung by all those who know him.
" But , let it be understood that I am not
responsible for the success and development of
these shows, " he modestly said at a meeting
attended by business men and farmers from all
attended by business men and farmers from all
over the Valley. " Success has come through t~e
finest type of cooperation from people living in
all the thirteen counties comprising the Minnesota Red River Valley. They have contributed
their time and their money. And don 't forget that
the county boards in each county are giving from
$75 to $500 each to this show, that the
Legislature is allowing appropriations now totaltaling $5 ,700 , all of which goes to provide the
premiums which encourage our farmers to produce finer and finer exhibits. Business men and
farmers of the Valley have also invested
$73 ,000 in buildings , against which there is an
indebtedness of only $B ,OOO ."
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1983-84
RED RIVER VALLEY
W I NTER SHOWS
BOARD OF MANAGERS, INC .

PHILIP A. MILLER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. ....... . Manager
·DR. JAMES LOFGREN , Crookston (85) .. ................. President
Northwest Minnesota Crops and Soils Association
GEORGE NORNES, Climax (84)
. 1 st Vice President
Minnesota Vo-Ag Instructors ' Association
DR. GARY C. MCVEY, Beltrami (85) . . ............ 2nd Vice President
University of Minnesota - Crookston Technical College
WAYNE WAGNER, Crookston (85) . . . . .
. ... Secretary/ Treasurer
Minnesota Farm Bureau
LESTER AMUNDSON, East Grand Forks (84)
Red River Valley Potato Growers Association
KAROL BERGLlND, Ada (86)
County King Agassiz Association
GLEN FINKENBINER , Crookston (86)
Red River Valley Sugarbeet Growers Association
BRUCE HAMNES, Stephen (86)
Minnesota Crop Improvement Association
ART HOWARD, Warren (84)
Minnesota Wheat Growers Association
Minnesota Wheat Growers Association
DONNA RAE JACOBSON, Mcintosh (86)
Women 's Division
GARY JOHNSTON, Angus (86)
Red River Valley Livestock Association - Dairy
HERB MAURITSON, Shelly (84)
RRV Horse Breeders Association
ROGER ODEGAARD, Crookston (84)
Red River Valley Dairymen 's Association
JAMES OLSLUND, Beltrami (84)
Red River Valley Livestock Association
EDGAR OLSON , Fosston (85)
Red River Valley Livestock Association
BARBARA OSETH , Crookston (84)
Agricultural Extension Service
RONALD REITMEIER , Fisher (85)
Minnesota Farmers Union
DON SIMMONS, Crookston (86)
NFO
ANDY SKAAR, Th ief Ri ver Falls (86)
RRV Dev elopment Association
DR LARRY SMITH , Crookston (86)
Northwest Experiment Station
WILLIAM STRICKLER , Eu clid (86 )
Red Ri ver Valley Livestock Association
JOHN THOMFORDE , Crookston (86)
Northern Minnesota Poultry Association
LEONARD YUTRZENKA, Argyle (86)
Minnesota So il and Water Conservation Districts
CLIFFORD H. ZAFFKE , Crookston (85)
Chamber of Commerce
• The number after each name represents the last year of the membership
term. The member can be reele cted or replaced at the annual meeting of
the year a noted.
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ORGANIZATION OF BOARD OF MANAGERS AND
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 1983-1984
Purpose of the Win ter Shows :
To enhance the quality of life in northwestern Minnesota through
charitable and educational activities , valley-wide fellowship, cooperation
and assistance with area youth programs ,encouragement of rural leadership, and by fostering wise stewardship of the national resources.
Keep in Mind
The Winter Shows be longs to all the citizens of the 14 county area. We are
a non-profit organization and the Winter Shows has a tradition of integrity
to maintain .
Standing Committees
King Agassiz Committee: This committee is responsible to plan and carry
out all events in regard to activities for the County King Agassiz and the
coronation ceremony.

Donald Sargeant, Chairman
Bud Berglind , Vice Chairman
Marvin Hanso n
Gayle Hanson
Nancy Hoerner
George Nornes
Gary Johnson
Paul Brekken , Sr.
Phil M iller
Mary Beth Sargeant
Crop Show Committee: This group of individuals plans and carries out all
details concerning the Crop Show including premium book review,
appointment of a superintendent, arrangements for volunteer help to set
up the Crop Show, selecting judges, and coordinating awards ceremony
with the Crops and Soils Seminar chairman.
Bruce Hamnes , Chairman
Scott Love
Ray Derry
Art Howard
Marlin Johnson
John Wiersma
Medard Yutrzenka
Don Staehnke
Jim Lofgren
Neil Plante
Doug Peterson
Lester Amundson
Glen Finkenbinder
Jerome Hermann
Harley Otto
Leonard Yu tzrzenka
Ray Thompson
Bob Engen
John Thorson
Phil Miller, ex-officio
Educational Seminars Committee: Arranges a time schedule and meeting pla ce for educational se min ars held in con junction with the Winter
Shows.
Larry Sm ith , Chairman
Seminar Chairpersons
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Executive Committee: Cames the more routine business of the Winter
Shows working closely with the manager. Responsible for routine
decisions of the day to day operations of the Winter Shows. Major policy
decisions are left to the discretion of the entire Board of Managers.

Photography Contest Committee : Determines rules and regUlations,
selects judges, and displays photographs suitably.
Mark Kisketjon , Chairman
Peg Braaten
Paul Holmen

Jim Lofgren, Chairman
Donna Rae Jacobson
Gary C. McVey
George Nornes
Don Simmons
William Strickler
Wayne Wagner
Clifford Zaffke
Phil Miller, ex-officio
Tom Poole, ex-officio

Poultry and Pet Show Committee: Encourages exhibitors to bring a well
rounded variety of poultry and pets.
John Thomforde, Chairman
Publicity and Advertising Committee: Prepares a budget and utilizes
students majoring in rura l communications supervised by the instructor to
prepare daily news releases during the Winter Shows.

Finances and Budgeting Committee : Responsible for developing the
budget for each year and recommends how monies are to be handled
throughout the year.

Gary McVey, Chairman
Don Simmons
Scheduling Committee : Responsibility to carefully schedule all events of
the Winter Shows to avoid conflicts of time and space.

Clifford Zaffke, Chairman
Phil Miller
Wayne Wagner
George Nornes
Jim Lofgren, ex-officio

George Nornes, Chairman
Bud Berglind
Barbara Oseth
Donna Rae Jacobson
Larry Smith
Wayne Wagner
B. E. Youngquist
Tom Poole
Harlow Grove
James Lofgren
Roger Odegaard
Gary McVey
Herb Mauritson
Cecil Malme
Phil Miller
Denice SI. Michel, Recording Sec.

Horse Show Committee: Full responsibility to carry out all details of the
Winter Horse Show.
Herb Mauritson, Chairman
Livestock Show Committee : Responsibility for the planning and carrying
out of details of the Livestock Show including entry deadlines . sale
procedures, and awarding of prizes and premiums.
Dave Hoff, Chairman
Gary Johnston
Edgar Olson
Harlow Grove
William Strickler
Roger Odegaard
Jim Olslund
Lonnie Spokely

Special Events: This committee and its several sub-committees plans all
special events including Spiritual Emphasis program , Talent Festival,
Bankers Night program, and Donkey Basketbal.
George Nornes, Chairman
Harold Thomforde
Cecil Malme
Erman Ueland
Paul Brekken, Sr.
Wayne Wagner

Armory and Women' s Events Committee : Plans events especially
directed toward the female populus including a day of meetings and
speakers, and a day for the Senior Citizens of the Valley.

Valley City Delegation Visit : Plans annual visit including a noon
luncheon.

Donna Rae Jacobson, Chairman
Lynn Garry
Marion DeBoer
Edna Casey
Jody Hanson
Marilyn LeBlanc
Sandy Johnson
Sharon Knutson
Mildred Urness
Rana Capistran
Dee Ann Leines
Linda Boucher
Thelma Ross
Joyce Balstad
Barb Kuznia
Sue Jacobson
Jan Newman

John Thomforde
Phil Miller
Valley Farmer and Homemaker Banquet Committee: A function of the
RRV Development Association .
B. E. Youngquist, Chairman
Youth Activities : Coordinates and plans all youth activities especially
those on the first Saturday of the Show.
Barbara Oseth , Chairman
Dick Byrne
Debbie Peterson
George Nornes
Lowell Gunderson
Building and Grounds Committee : Obligated to make periodic inspection
of all areas of the grounds and buildings and identify areas which need
attention.
Gary McVey, Chairman
Phil Miller
Wayne Wagner
William Strickler
Gary Johnston
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Sport, Home and Hobby Spectacular:

Exhibitor Relationships Committee: Make plans and carry out means of
making all exhibitors welcome and listen to them for their comments.

Jim Lofgren , Chairman
Phil Miller
Brad Ames
Wes Plummer
Tom Poole
Larry Altringer
George Nornes
Don Peterson
Harold Opgrand
Carol Royal
Aria Anderson
Mike Harlen

Glen Finkenbinder. Chairman
Lester Amundson
Art Howard
Andy Skaar
Ron Reitmeier
Leonard Yutrzenka
Bru ce Hamnes
Transportation and Parking Committee: Study feasibility of arranging
transportation from distant points to the Winter Shows . Have a plan for
overflow parking or weather related parking problems.

Bankers Night Committee:

Don Simmons , Chairman
Bud Berglind
William Stri ck ler
Bruce Hamnes
Butch Melbye
Morris Hovelsrud

George Nornes, Chairman
Don Sargeant
John D. Carpenter
Gary McVey
Jim Lofgren
B. E. Youngquist
Sam Bigger
Elwood Lund
Larry Smith

75th Anniversary Committee: Make plans for a special 75th year
celebration of the Winter Shows, including an historical publication and
modification of stationery.
B. E. Youngquist. Chairman
Don Sargeant
William Strickler
Phil Miller
Don Miller
Harold Thomforde
Paul Brekken , Sr.
Jim Lofgren , ex-officio
CI iff Zaffke
Norma Ross

Hall of Fame Committee:
Harold Thomforde
Paul Brekken , Sr.
George Nornes
Red River Valley Horsebreeders Association:
Tom Densmore, President
Charles Malarkey
Jim Olson
Harvey Peterson
Lannis Bergsgaard
Sherman Tollefson
Bill Rosenfeldt
Terry Nowaski
Karl Ruud
Barb Schafer
Tove Altepeter
Renne Moos
Ken Trauger
Herb Mauritson
Joe Urbaniak
Gale Pawlowski
Niel Wieser

National Heritage Festival : Plan for the 19B4 festival to be held in
October 1 9B4.
John Thomforde , Chairman
Bruno Jurchen
Phil Miller
Henry Gredvig
Rama Urs
Mil Sahlstrom
Pat Larson
George Nornes
Jim Lofgren, exofficio
Vera McKenn a
Barb Oseth
Sandy Harada
Dell Hoff

Capitol Improvement Budget Committee:
Gary McVey
Wayne Wagner
Bill Strickler
Jim Lofgren
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KI NG AGASSIZ
Red River Valley Winter Shows Ambassador
King Agassiz is the official ambassador for the
Red River Valley Winter Shows
Each year, the supporting counties are invited to nominate a County
King Agassiz for recognition at the Winter Shows. He will be a farmer or
anyone who services farming , and he is to be between the ages of 25
yea rs and 40 years. He is a person who is coming up the ladder of
opportunity in agriculture and who has developed his business soundly
and serves his commun ity well . He possesses personal qualities that will
be valuable in carrying out is duties should he be chosen as King Agassiz
for one year.

1961 KING AGASSIZ NOMINEES
Merle Anderson , Climax
Polk County
Marvin Dauner, Hawley
Clay County
Richard Fitzsimmons , Argyle
Marshall County
George Helmstetter, Roosevelt
Lake of the Woods County
Wayne John, Greenbush
Roseau County
Lloyd Ouse , Rothsay
Wilkin County
Willard Purath, Red Lake Falls
Red Lake County
Andrew Skaar, Thief River Falls
Pennington County
John Swiers , Jr. , Bejou
Mahnomen County
Mac Tobkin , Perham
E. Otter Tail County

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF KING
AGASSIZ'S, 1961 - 1984
King Agassiz I - (19 61-1962 ) - Ri chard Fitzsimmons, Argyle

King Agassiz XIII- (197 3-1974) - Duane Ekman ,
Argyle

King Agassiz II - (1962-1963) - Herman Natwick, Ada

King Agassiz XIV - (1974-1975) - Karol Berglind, Ada

King Agassiz III - (1963 -1964) - George P.
Nornes, Climax

King Agassiz XV - (1975-1976) - Art Brandli ,
Warroad

King Agassiz IV - (1964-1965) - Leonard
Yutrzenka , Argyle

King Agassiz XVI - (1976-1977) - Lowell Anderson, Hallock

King Agassiz V - (1965-1966) - Erman O.
Ueland, Fertile

King Agassiz XVII - (1977-1978) - Charles
Swanson , Fergus Falls

King Agassiz VI - (1966-1967) - Robert H.
Schafer, Mahnomen

King Agassiz XVIII - (1978-1979) - Sherwood
Peterson , Baker

King Agassiz VII - (1967-1968) - Charles Brantner, Jr., Moorhead

King Agassiz IX - (1979-1980) - Bruce Hein,
Frazee

King Agassiz VIII - (1968-1969) - Edgar L.
Olson , Fosston

King Agassiz XX - (1980-1981) - George Flaskerud , Fosston

King Agassiz IX - (1969-1970) - Sheldon Erickson, Ba dger

King Agassiz XXI - (1981-1982) - Donald Sargeant, Crookston

King Agassiz X - (1970 -1971 ) - Wallace Sparby,
Thief River Falls

King Agassiz XXII - (1982-1983) - Charles
Swanson, Hallock

King Agassiz XI - (1971 -1972) - Howard T.
Legried , New York Mills

King Agassiz XXIII - (1983-1984) - Marvin B.
Han so n, Halloc k

King Agassiz XII - (1972-1973) - Ronald A.
Ulven, Hawley

King Agassiz XXIV - (1984-1985) - Donald
Martodam, Haw ley
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KI.N G

RED
RIVER

WINTER
SHOWS

February 23, 1984

6 :00 p.m.

Crookston A rmory

Crookston , Minnesota

Ki ng Agassiz Program
MUSIC ............................................................. Marie Nelson
WELCOME ......................................................... Don Sargeant
INVOCATION ...................................................... Karol Berglind
INTRODUCTION .................................................... Don Sargeant
MUSICAL SELECTION ................................................. Cecil Malme
HALL OF FAME ..................................................... George Nornes
Recipients: Jerome Dahlberg
Everett Solheim
SEATI NG OF KI NG AGASSIZ 23 ........................................ Marv Hanson
PAGES .................................................... George and Kate Hanson
REMARKS BY KING AGASSIZ 23 ........................................ Marv Hanson
CORONATION PAGEANT ...... , .......................... , .......... Duane Ekman
Charles Swanson
RESPONSE ........................................................ King Agassiz 24
CLOSING SONG .. . ...................................... , ............ Cecil Malme
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HALL OF FAME RECIPIENTS 1964 THROUGH 1984
1964
1964
1964
1964

Paul Engelstad - Farmer - Pennington County
P. M . Finkenbinder - Farmer - Polk County
Orville Kiser - Animal Scientist - Northwest Experiment Station
T. M . McCall - Superintendent. Northwest School and Experiment
Station

1965

A. A . Dowell - Superint endent. Northwest School and Experiment
Sation
Stuart McLeod - Dairy Processing - Pennington County

1965
1966

Emil Lerud - Farmer - Norman County

1967

Milton Marmarine - Farmer - Clearwater County

1968
1968
1968

Carl Ash - County Agent - Polk County
Donald Sinclair - State Senator & Farmer - Marshall County
Herman F. Skyberg - Farmer - Polk County

1969
1969

Adolph Skyberg - Farmer - Polk County
T. W. Thorson - Music Educator - Polk County

1970
1970
1970

AI Dexter Agricultural Development Agent - Northern Pa cific RR
Olaf Soine - Soil Scientist - Northwest Experiment Station
Harold Thomforde - Agribusiness - Crookston

1971
1971

Melvin Ouse - Farmer - Wilken County
Carl Spong - Livestock Specialist - Fargo

1972
1972

Marvin Campbell - Agribusiness - Brainerd
Henry Flaskerud - Farmer - Polk County

1973
1973
1973

8ennitt Aarestad - Farmer & Agribusiness - Norman County
Raymond S. Dunham - Agronomist - St. Pau l
C. G. Selvig - Super intendent. Northwest School & Experiment
Station

1974
1974
1974

Oswald Daellenbach - County Agent - Clay County
William Strickler - Farme r - Polk County
B. E. Youngquist - Superintendent, Northwest School and Experiment Station .

1975

Paul Visser - Farmer - Norman County

1976

Paul Brekken, Sr. - Winter Shows Manager and Farmer - Polk
County
Thoma s Botko - Farmer - Marshall County

1977
1977

George P. Nornes - Vo Ag Instru ctor - Climax
Haro ld H. Ross - Farmer - Polk County

1978
1978

Harley Shurson - County Agent - E. Polk County
Orrin C. Turnquist - Extension Horticulturist - Farmington

1979
1979

Charles Campbell - Northwestern Bank - Hallock
James Edgar - Minn. Crop Improvement Assn. - Warren

1980
1980

Robert E. Jacobs - Extension Animal Husbandman - SI. Paul
Roger Ward - Farmer - Kittson County

1981
1981
1981

Andy Erickson - Farmer - Roseau County
Alfon Hanson - County Commissioner - Polk County
Donald Peterson - Farmer - Polk County

1982
1982

Sam Bigger - County Extension Director - Polk County
Harvey Werk - Farmer - Grant County

1983

Clifford Zaffke - 1 st American Bank - Crookston

1984
1984

Jerome Dahlberg - KROX - Crookston
Everett Solheim - Farmer - Polk County

1976
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ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR 1982 - 1984
RED RIVER VALLEY WINTER SHOWS - CROOKSTON. MINNESOTA
FRIDAY THROUGH FRIDAY-4:00 p.m.
FRIDAY
Activities
Gate
Season
Lifetime Passes
Booth Passes
SATURDAY
Activities
Gate
Season
Lifetime Passes
Booth Passes
SUNDAY
Activities
Gate
Season
Lifetime Passes
Booth Passes
MONDAY
Activities
Gate
Season
Lifetime Passes
Booth Passes
TUESDAY
Activities
Gate
Season
Lifetime Passes

Booth Passes
WEDNESDAY
Activities
Gate
Season
Lifetime Passes
Booth Passes

1982

1983

1984

59'6

73f

5i8

1341
80
203
574

1463
98
212
638

1360
57
189
679

2794
1613
5187
91
57
574

3i48
1710
4093
102
54

638

1m' 6597
1694
4383
93
35
574

1279
3018
106
26
638

28'i3
1848
4472
64
47
679

mo
1563
4290
65
32
679

6779

56'67

6629

437
2316
93
26
574

3446

1235
3888
106
37
638

59'04

951
_3969
65
44
679

2582
4118
93
37
548

468
3670
106
30
612

430
3445

TI78

48a6

ma

65

32
655

46i7

FRIDAY (4:00 p.m.)
Draft Horse Pull:
Activities
Gate
Lifetime Passes

1982

ill.!

a-

180 114
2014 1399
250
306
2500 mJ

1984

HORSE SHOW - FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY
FRIDAY
Activities
Gate
Exhib.

35
615
192

84i

SATURDAY
Activities
Gate
Exhib.
SUNDAY
Gate
Exhib.

87
40
456
357
18-5 189
728 513'6

1315
279

'i594

1241
275
1516

1203
231
1434

950
279
1229

651
275
926

656
237
887

SUMMARY
...{RIDAY THROUGH FRIDAY - 4 :00 E.m.
Activities 2
8150 6551 6644
Gate
21607 22467 22980
Sesson
730 446
636
Passes
1560 1878 1758
151
Livestock Exhib.
136
99
Booth Passes
3940 4388 4681
36029 36165 3'6'608
HORSE SHOW - FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY
Activities
87
40
35
Gate
28130 2348 2216 735
651
Exhib. Tickets 3
750

3665 3i7o !9Of

635
2875
93
22
548

421
2786
106
26
612

827
3004
65
25
655

THURSDAY
Activities
593
1387
Gate
Season
93
Sustaining Passes 1 1184
Livestock Exhibitors 136
Booth Passes
548
Lifetime Passes
10

521
1535
106
1107
151
612
8

383
1041
65
1114
99
655
8

4ffi 3m m6

mr

4040'

3365
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TOTAL ATTENDANCE - TEN DAYS
Activities
8Hl5 6944
Gate
24487 24815
1386 1465
Season
Life Passes
1560 1572
151
Livestock Exhib.
136
3940 4388
Booth Passes
39694 39335
1.
2.

3.

6684
25196
1097
1508
99
4681
39265

Cumulative figures for week.
Includes Higher Education Seminar of
Friday.
Many exhibitors paid at door.

EPOCHAL EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE RED RIVER VALLEY
WINTER SHOWS :

1937

President Dowell accepted position in
Agricultural Economics Department,
University of Minnesota, St. Paul. Su cceeded by Superintendent T. M . McCall.

1910

First meetings and Crop Show ; donated
merchandise prizes.

1938

Valley Farmer and Homemaker Award
established.

1913

First Farmers ' Livestock Judging con test held at shows .

1940

The final note of $7 ,000 against the
Winter Shows building is paid .

1914

Meetings and shows moved to downtown Crookston. Red River Valley Development Association organized.

1947

Livestock Futurity Show founded to encourage youth to become established in
the Livestock industry.

1915

Red River Valley Development Association raised $1 ,000 for crops premium.

1953

1915

Armory completed in Crookston. Provided largest meeting space for evening
lectures.

The Red River Valle y Winter Shows
Board of Managers, In c. becomes officially incorporated under M innesota and
federal non-profit tax exempt statutes .

1956

Presd ient T . M . McCall , retired after 45
years of service to the W inte r Shows .
Succeeded by Superin te ndent B. E.
Youngquist.

1916

Enabling legislation passed by legislature to permit counties to appropriate
funds for use by the Red River Valley
Development Asso ciation at the W inter
Shows .

1916

Crookston Association of Publi c Affairs
began financ ial support - $1 ,000 annually.

1917

First Livestock Shows held in downtown garage - $300 premiums . Valleywide organizations of livestock breeders , dairymen and poultrymen affiliated
with Winter Shows.

1918

June meeting of Red River Valley Development Association at Warren . A
" kick-off" m ~ eting for fund-raising
campaign for Winter Shows building .

1919

$15,000 raised and Livestock Pavilion
on Broadway completed for livestock
and crops show. Armory used for meetings and concessions .

1919

1920

1920

1921

1958

Red Ri ve r Valley Livestock Assoc iation
transfers title of Winter Shows buildings
to the W inte r Shows Board of Managers,
Inc. for the purpose of building new
facilities . Four members of Red River
Valley Livestock Association to be on
Board of Managers.

1958

" Brainstorm meetings" held out in Valley counties to explore building idea.
Rural leadership said , " Go ahead - we' ll
help."

1959

A full-time assistant to the President
was hired by the Board of Managers to
direct task of building plann ing and
financing activities .

1961

The livestock show opened up to all
farmers of all states .

1961

(August 11) - Three hundred citizens of
the Valley attend the Ground Breaking
Ceremony for the New W inter Sh ows
building.

Legislature provides funds for premiums
to Livestock Associat ion.
Annex A, Livestock Bu il dings, on Ash
Street completed .

1961

The title " Winter Shows Board of
Managers" was given the reorganized
planning board representing several
cooperating organizations and agencies
joined together to manage the Wint er
Shows each yea r.

(November) - Red RiverValley Livestock
Association underwrites an additional
building (60' wide x 180' long) for livestock. This insured that the entire show
could take place on ·the new site and at
the Northwest School.

1961

King Agassiz project launched. First
king was Richard Fitzs immons, Argyle.

1961

Red River Valley Development Association vo tes to provide yea rly support to
the operating expenses of the Winter
Shows .

1962

The new arena and west l iv estock barn
dedicated on February 14, 1962. The
first show in the new facilities was held
February 18-23 and this was the fourth
home in 52 years.

1963

Purcha sed 10 more acres of land to the
w est of present p roperty.

1964

Hall of Fame established to honor long
time servi ce to the W inte r Shows and to
agric ulture .

Annex B, Industrial Building , completed
and used. Some 2600 shareholders contributed more than $70,000 for entire
project.

1923- Two donation Livestock Sales held to
1925 help pay on outstanding debts; $7 ,000
was collected .
1927

1927

Original annual grant of $2 ,000 was
made by state legislature for livestock
premiums raised to $5 ,700; (reduced to
$4,700 in 1933) .
President C. G. Selv ig elected to Con gress, after 17 years of service to the
Winter Shows. Succeeded by Superintendent A. A . Dowell.
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1964

Connecting pole barn built between the
west livestock barn and the arena. Personal lo an guarantees and pledges by
the Red River Valley Livestock Asso ciation secured financing on short term .

1964

Sustaining Fund launched.

1964

Built new Armory on land sold to City of
Crookston by Winter Shows.

1965

Twenty Red Ri ver Valley banks refinanced the rema ining mortgage of
$175 ,000 .

1966

Livestock judging and sale ring name
Stri ckler Arena in honor of William
Str ickler, longtime president of the Red
River Valley Livestock Association and
vice president of the Winter Shows
Board .

1976

Raised $192 ,000 during fund drive
among Valley wide cooperatives and
agribusiness to bu il d north wing on the
arena plus other improvements.

1979

MIDA Bond arranged to fund balance
due on the north arena , provide livestock
association show space , finance college
horse stable facilities and improvement
of internal facilities .

1980

There are 21 separate organizations and
agencies having membership on the
Board of Managers .

1982

James Lofgren becomes president of
Winter Shows, succeeding B. E. Youngquist. First time in history of Show that
someone other than superintendent of
Northwest Experiment Station is president.

1983

The Red River Valley Winter Shows
Foundation, Inc. a companion corporation to the Winter Shows was organized
as a nonprofit corporation under the tax
exempt nonprofit status. Their first pro -

ject is to establish a $100,000 permanent program fund , the income will
be provided to the Winter Shows board
for edu ca tional and human resource
programming . Just over $20,000 has
been pledged or received in cash to
date.
19B3

Builder of the Valley Award is founded .
First honored recipient was Edgar Hetteen , Thief Rive r Falls, an inventor and
developer.

Elected Officers of the Leader Organizations for the Winter Shows
Full Board member information is available in bound volumes conta ining all programs and premium books.

Winter Shows Board
of Managers

Red River Valley
Development Assn.

Red River Valley
Livestock Assn.
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'CG. Selvig, Ch r., NW ES
N .S. Davies, Sec., Crookston
L.D . Foskett, Treas., Crookston

Leslie W elter, Pres., M oorh ead
C G . Selvig, Vi ce Pres., NWES
N .S. Davies, Sec., Crooksto n
George j ohnson, Treas. Crookston

Tom Canfield, Pres., Lake Park
Mike jeffers, VP, Red Lake Falls
CG . Selvig, Sec ., NWES

1920

CG . Selvig, Chr.
S.M . Sivertson , Sec.
Lee R. Boyd, Treas., Crookston

S.M . Sivertson, Pres ., Crooksto n
R.G . Mathwig, VP, Warren
CH . Zealand, Sec., Crooksto n
M .E. Dahl , Treas, Twin Valley

CG. Selvig, Pres.
Frank jeffers, VP, RLF
W.v. Gousseff, Sec., NWES
M .E. Dahl , Treas.,

1930

A.A. Dowell, Pres., NWES
W .R. Low, Sec. , Crookston
j .H . Saugstad , Treas., Crookston

A.j . Robinson, Pres., Mahnomen
A.A. Dowell , VP
W .R. Low, Sec.
S.M . Si ve rtson , Treas.

CG . Selvig, Pres .
F.A. Green, VP, Stephen
O.M. Kiser, Sec. NWES
M.E. Dahl , Treas.

1940

T.M . McCall , Pres., NWES
CM . Pesek, VP, Thief River Falls
O.G . Norbeck, Sec., Crookston
E.W. Spring, Treas., Crookston

T.M . McCall, Pres.
j.H . Sargeant, VP, Crookston
O .M. Kiser, Sec.
A .A . Habedank, Treas., Ada

T.M . McCall, Pres.
William Ash , VP, St. Vincent
E.W . Spring, Sec., Crookston
S.W. Sivertson , Treas .

1950

T.M . McCall, Pres.
R.S. Dunham, Sec., NWES
E.W . Spring, Treas.

T.M . McCall , Pres.
j .H . Sargeant, VP, Crookston
O .M . Kiser, Sec.
A .A . Habedank, Treas.

T.M . McCall, Pres.
William Ash , VP
E.W . Spring, Sec.
H.C Strander, Treas., Crookston

1960

B.E. Youngquist, Pres., NWES
William Strickler, VP
O .C Soine, Sec. -Treas.

O .C Soine, Pres., NWES
Melvin Ouse, VP, Rothsay
Walter Ross, Sec. , Fisher
H .C Strander, Treas.

William Strickler, Pres., Euclid
Benton Rindahl, VP, Barnesville
Diedrich Reimer, Sec., NWES
Don T. Lawler, Treas., Crookston

1970

Paul Brekken, Mgr., Crookston
B.E. Youngquist, Pres.
William Strickler, VP
O .C Soine, Sec.

O.C Soine, Pres.
Melvin Ouse, VP
Walter Ross, Sec.
Milton Lyngholm, Treas., Crookston

William Strickler, Pres.
Robert Shafer, VP, Mahnomen
Harvey Windels, Sec. , NWES
Duaine Espegaard, Treas.

1980

Larry Brekken, Mgr., Crookston
B.E. Youngquist, Pres.
William Strickler, VP
james Lofgren, Sec. -Treas., Crookston

B.E. Youngquist, Pres.
Melvin Ouse, VP
Allan Magnusson, Sec. , Roseau
Robert Cameron, Treas ., Crookston

William Strickler, Pres.
Robert Shafer, VP
Harvey Windels, Sec.
Gerald Henneberg, Treas., Crookston

1984

Philip Miller, Mgr., Crookston
james Lofgren, Pres.
George Nornes, VP, Climax
Wayne Wagner, Sec.-Treas. Crookston

B.E. Youngquist, Pres.
Andrew Skaar, VP, Thief River Falls
Allan Magnusson, Sec.
Robert Cameron , Treas.

David Hoff, Pres., Crookston
William Strickler, VP
Harvey Windels, Sec .
Gerald Henneberg, Treas.

'Address appears only on first mention of name.
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AN EXAMPLE OF THE COOPERATIVE EFFORT PUT FORTH BY
MANY DIFFERENT COMMITTEES
IN THE 14 COUNTY AREA. THIS
MATERIAL WAS PROVIDED BY DR.
GEORGE MARX, NORTHWEST EXPERIMENT STATION AS THE
PLANNING EFFORT OF THE DAIRY
COMMITTEE AND THE RED RIVER
VALLEY DAIRYMAN'S ASSOCIATION .
1. Sponsor Dairy Day at the Winter Shows traditionally the first day of RRVWS.
2. Sponsor the Honored Da irymen's Banquet
for top dairymen couples from each of
northwest Minnesota counties.
3. Prom otes the dairy industry of the RRV
since 1903 - oldest co mmod ity organization in State of Minnesota (82 years) .
4. Major contribution at time of rebuilding
program.

6. Involved in sponsoring the (yout h) Dairy
Futurity Show.
7. Help sponsor the FFA Cow Clipping Contest
held at the Winter Shows and more recently at the NWES dairy barn on Youth Day
each year.
8 . Works with American Dairy Association
(ADA) to operate booth and obtain the
appearances of the Northwest Dairy Prinappearances of the Northwest Dairy Princess who presents ribbons , trophies , etc.
9 , Presents the special RR VDA Service Award
(received by B. E. Youngquist in 1983, Paul
Visser in 1984, Harley Shurson and Blake
Peterson in 1982 ).
10. Promotes the use of real dairy products in
eating establishments and awards the
Butterknife Award at the RRVWS dairy
banquet each yea r.
11. Collects money from num " rous dairy related and affiliated businesses to award to
dairy exhibitors , pays for stall fees and
incentive payments ,

12. Sends out dairy day news release to promote Dairy Day and Dairy Sale at the Winter
Shows. Helps sponsor 4-H and FFA and
Farmer Dairy Judging contests on Youth
Day and sponsors awards,
13 . Assists the RRV Holstein Association in
promoting the dairy cattle sale at the
RRVWS .
14. Promotes Dairy Day through ticket sales ,
Dairy Day news release, for a number of
years an educational booth (called Dairy
Show Clinic) in the arena.
15 . Promotes the 4-H dairy demonstrations
and sponsors the awards (very popular event
and large numbers of participants).
16, Present officers ( Red Ri ve r Valley Dairymen 's Association):
Roger Odegaard, President , Crookston
Mylo Carlson, Vice President, Angus
Gerald Thorson , Sec./Treas " Fargo
Dale Springer, Director, Fosston
Eldo Bently, Director, Twin Valley
Murl Nord, Director, Blackduck
George Marx, Ex-Officio , Crookston

5. Purchase the ribbons and plaques awarded
at the dairy shows.

SCHEDULE OF VARIOUS ASSOCIATIONS AND OTHER GROUP MEETINGS
TYPICAL OF THE 1930'S_
Members of the Livestock and Farm Crops Judging Contest teams and 4-H club exhibitors '
annual dinner meeting, 6:00 P,M .. Monday, December 11 . H. A. Pflughoeft and E. R. Clark in charge .
Red River Valley Crops and Soils Association luncheon meeting in the Red and Gold room ,
Crookston Hotel, 12:00 noon , Tuesday , December 12.
County Agent Association dinner meeting, Crookston Hotel, 6 :00 P.M ., Tuesday , December 12,
Red River Valley Guernsey Breeders' Association meeting , Room B, downstairs, Armory, 4:30
P.M. , Wednesday , December 13, Harry Woolson , secretary.
Red River Valley Holstein Breeders' Association meeting, gymnasium room , downstairs,
Armory, 4 :30 P. M .. Wednesday, December 13 . A. R. Knutson , secretary,
Northwestern Minnesota Red River Valley League of Municipalities annual meeting , Council
Chambers , City Hall. Registration of delegates, 9:30 A. M ., Thursday, December 14,
Red River Valley Beekeepers' Association annual meeting, Main Hall , Armory, 10:30 A. M ..
Thursday, December 14. P. N. Tri , president.
Red River Valley livestock Association business meeting , 11 A. M. Thursday , December 14,
gymnasium room, downstairs, Armory . O. M. Kiser, secretary.
Northern Minnesota Poultry Association 26th annual meeting will be held at 1 :00 P.M .,
Thursday, December 14, in the Poultry Association room at the Winter Shows. John Saugstad ,
secretary.
Boys' and Girls' 4-H Club Conference - Leaders' conference in Room B, Armory , 2:30 P.M. ,
Thursday, December 14. H. A. Pflughoeft in charge .
Minnesota Red River Valley Development Association annual business meeting, Crookston
Association room , 4:00 P.M ., Thursday, December 14. W . R. Low , secretary.
Board of Managers of the Red River Valley Winter Shows luncheon meeting, Crookston Hotel,
12:00 noon , Friday , December 15 .
County Superintendents' luncheon meeting at Hotel Crookston, 12 :00 noon , Friday, December
15.
Northwestern Minnesota Singers' Association banquet, 5 :00 P.M ., Friday , December 15 , Place
to be announced, N.A. Thorson, secretary.
Northwest School of Agriculture Alumni Association reunion and party, Northwest School , 8 :00
P.M ., Friday, Dece mber 15 . Dr. Harry Hedin in c harge. Register at Alumni Booth in Crops Exhibit Room .
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EXCERPTS FROM THE BOOKLET
PRINTED FOR THE CEREMONIES
MARKING THE DEDICATION OF
THE NEW FACILITIES ADJOINING
CROOKSTON ON THE NORTH.
FEBRUARY 14. 1962.
Dedicating:
• A headquarters to associate the rural
leadership of the Valley.
• A force to encourage top·level rural youth
to be farmers .
• A team of farmers and non·farmers har·
nessed to the tugs of knowledge and
understanding.
• A stimulus to continually evaluate our
responsibility to the water and soil of this
Valley.

The Challenge Ahead
WHAT
Just over three thousand citizens. acting as individuals or as a
business. have built the first major section of the new home for the Red
River Valley Winter Shows. Again. men and women of courage and
foresight have emba rked on bold actions of faith in the Agriculture of the
Valley Area . Build ing fund gifts ranged from $15 .000 to a few dollars and
averaged just over $100 per pledge.
The Arena completed. as it is. cost $313 .000 in contracts for labor.
materials . and equipment. Total money pledged to date of publication to
date of publication is $320 .000. Raising this money has involved expense .
and. some pledges will not be paid; consequently. there remains some
" unfinished" fund raising to comp lete the funding for this Arena section.
In late November of 1961. the Red River Valley Livestock Associa·
tion voted to underwrite the construction of a 60' x 180' pole· type cattle
barn . This action made available approximately 67.500 square feet of
space under roof compared with 62.114 square feet of usable show
activity space in the old buildings.
The facilities at the University of Minnesota. Northwest School a~d
Experiment Station supplement the above facilities and in the immediate
years ahead will be used for all educational forums and seminars. crops
judging. potato judging. luncheons. banquets . grain clinic. farm organiza·
tion meetings . public speaking contests. and 4-H dairy demonstrations
held during Winter Shows week.

WHY
Citizens of the Red River Valley have taken the major step to rebuild
an important force to lengthen and to strengthen the stature of its
agriculture in the next half century. The Board of Managers sees this
rebuilt facility as an exciting venture associating agriculture and those
who service agriculture.
The University of Minnesota sold the 20-acre site. on which the
buildings rest. on the merits that Red River Valley citizens were planning a
facility designed to be a "key force" for expressing agricultural leadership.

WHERE
The original plans as publicly announced by the Board of Managers
called for a larger building. While this building is an adjustment to the
avai lable funds . the Board of Managers is not abandoning the goal of an
adequate facility.
Plans are already under way to launch the ingathering of funds for
appropriate additions to this already challenging monument to Red River
Valley agriculture. The new plans will be explored and focused at the 1962
Red River Valley Winter Shows. All farmers will want a chance to express
their faith and a litte investment in this next step. This faith. as expressed
by these first some 3.000 " free-will gifts" to the construction of the new
building. must be kept.
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Leaders in Fund Drive Effort

Red River Valley Winter Shows

Principal leadership for the fund drive which began in the fall of 1960 was
spearheaded by the men as listed. The names of hundreds of "workers "
could not be listed, yet they provided an invaluable part of the team which
is rebuilding the Winter Show buildings. More than 3 ,000 individuals and
businesses contributed to the facilities now in use. Their names are all
engraved on a large 48" x 96" plaque hung in the Winter Shows Arena .

Board of Managers. Inc,
The management and direction of the Red River Valley Winter
Shows is governed by a sixteen-member 80ard of Directors who have
incorporated as a non-profit corporation. The directors are duly elected
representatives of thirteen area-wide cooperating farm or farm-service
organizations .

General Chairman:
William Strickler, Euclid
Divisional Chairmen :
Robert 8ackstrom, Warren
Delmar Hagen , Gatzke
Rudy Gustafson , Fergus Falls
Melvin Ouse, Rothsay
County Chairmen:
8ecker:
Oscar J . Olson, Lake Park
George Scherzer, Callaway
Clay :
Robert Gee, Moorhead
Perry Trowbridge, Comstock
Clearwater:
John Hulteen, Clearbrook
Kittson :
Andrew Anderson, St. Vincent
Earl Glidden , Hallock
Mahnomen:
Robert Schafer, Mahnomen
Lake of the Woods :
Carlos Grove , Roosevelt
Ellis Palm, 8audette
Marshall East:
Julian Rodahl , Thief River Falls
Norman Anderson , Middle River
Marshall West:
M. R. Yutrzenka , Argyle
John St. Germaine, Argyle (Task Force)

The routine coordination of the appropriate activities of this Board of
Managers is delegated to a full time executive director with an office to be
located in the new building .

1960 OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
V. F. Hodgson , Executive Director
B. E. Youngquist, President
Superintendent, Northwest School and Experiment Station
William Strickler, Euclid , Vice-President
Red River Valley Livestock Association
O. C. Soine , Northwest School. Secretary/ Treasurer
Red River Valley Crops and Soils Association
Bennitt Aarestad , Halstad
Red River Valley Potato Growers Association
M . J . Augustine , Thief River Falls
Red River Valley Dairymen 's Assoc iation
Marvin Campbell , Crookston
Agricultural Committee, Crookston Chamber of Commerce
Gordon Clow , Lancaster
Red River Valley Livestock As socia tion
Wayne Ewing , Beltrami
Red River Valley Livestock Asso c iation
Gerhard Ross, Fisher
Red River Valley Beet Growers Association
A. M . Larson , Beltrami
Farmers Union
Howard Newell, St . Paul
University of M innesota - Agricultural Extension Service
George Nornes, Climax
Minnesota Vo-Ag Instructors ' Association
Theodore Peet, Wolverton
Farm Bureau
Benton Rindahl , Barnesville
Red River Valley Livestock Association
Walter Ross , Fisher
Red River Valley Development Assoc iation
Harold Thomforde , Crookston
Northern Minnesota Poultry As so ciation

Norman:
Paul Visser, Ada
David Johnson, Ada
Lyle Larson , Halstad
Albert Forsell , Twin Valley
Otter Tail:
Alvin Kvare, Pelican Rapids
Jeff Tikkanen , New York Mills
Pennington:
Andrew Skaar, Thief River Falls
Polk:
Alvin Wagner, Crookston
Francis La Voi , Fosston
Edgar Olson, Fosston
Red Lake :
Dean Vatthauer, Red Lake Falls
Willard Purath, Red Lake Falls
Roseau :
Hilding Grahn , Roseau
Wilkin:
Ted Peet, Wolverton
Louis Toelle, Nashua
City of East Grand Forks :
Leonard Driscoll
Sheldon Preston
AI Tabert
City of Crookston:
A. O. Myrold
Robert Stone
Task Force Chairman:
Herman Natwick, Ada

Past Board Members Serving on Building Planning and Development
Harold Wisem an , Crookston
Stuart M c Leod , Thief River Falls
Adolph Skyberg , Fisher
Earl Bergerud, St . Paul
Lyle Kiel , Crooksto n
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MembeRship Fonos

BOARD OF MANAGERS
The Red River Valley Winter Shows Board of
Managers, Inc., is a non-profit membership
corporation composed of the persons listed
below representing organizations as listed.
These people have been selected by the
membership of the organizations they represent.
One-third of the twenty-three members are
elected for a term of three years at the annual
meeting held each June.

PEMBINA

KITTSON

ROSEAU
LAKE OF
THE WOODS

LARRY BAEKKEN
Manager

WALSH

DR . JAMES R. LOFGREN , Pres .
Crookston
N .W . M innesota Crops & Salls Assn .

MARSHALL
BEL TRAMI

GEORGE P. NORNES , 1 st Vice Pres .
Climax
Minnesota Vo . Ag . Instru cto rs
CLIFFORD H . ZAFFKE , 2nd Vice Pre s.
Crookston
Chamber 01 Commerce

PENNINGTON

WAYNE WAGNER , Sec . , Treas .
Crookston
Minnesota Farm Bureau
LESTER AMUNDSON
East Grand Forks
R.R.V . Potato Growers Assn .

*

KAROL BERGLINO
Ada
County King Agassiz Assn.

POLK

GLEN FINKENBINDER
Crookston
RRV Sugarbeet Growers Assn .
MARLYS FINKENBINDER
Crookston
Women's Division

TRAIL

BRUCE HAMNES
Stephen
Minn . Crop Improvement Assn .

NORMAN

ART HOWAAO
Warren
Minnesota Wheat Growers Assn .

MAHNOMEN

CLEARWATER

HERB MAURITSON
Shelly
RAV Horse Breeders A ssn.

DR. GARY C . MCVEY
Crookston
U of M Technical College

CASS

BECKER

ROGER ODEGAARD
Crookston
RRV Dairymen 's Assn .
JAMES OLSLUND
Beltrami
RRV Livestock Assn .

WILLIAM STRICKLER
Eu clid
RRV Livestock Assn .

EDGAR OLSON
Fos sto n
RRV Livestock Assn .

JOHN THOMFORDE
Crookston
N . Minn . Poultry Assn .

BARBARA OSETH
Crookston
U of M Extension Service

PAUL VISSER
Ada
RRV Livestock Assn .·Dairy

RONALD REITMEIER
Fish er
Minnesota Farmers Union

DR . B .E. YOUNGOUIST
Crookston
RRV Dev. Assn f N .W . Experiment Station

DONALD SIMMONS
Crookston
NFO

LEONARD YUTRZENKA
Argyle
M inn . Soil & Water Conservation

OTTER TAIL

Reo RiveR VaJJey
Win"ter< Sbows
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operational income . In 1981 refinancing was
accomplished through a twenty year Industrial
Development Bond resulting in a lower interest
rate, a considerable saving in interest each year.

WINTER SHOWS TODAY
In 1985 the Winter Shows will be 75 years
old . The success and ever increasing growth of
this event can be attributed to the planning and
dedication of nearly 300 volunteers in the 14
county area of Northwest Minnesota. Educational services , senior citizens day, youth activities,
livestock shows , and commercial booths are a
few of many highlights of the Winter Shows each
year. More than 35 ,000 individuals attend this
gathering in late winter to obtain new ideas and
to see friends of years gone by.

SUPPORT
THROUGH SUSTAINING
FUND MEMBERSHIPS
The debt for capital improvements is
substantially aided each year through Sustaining
Fund Memberships. Memberships are of two
categories, both of which help toward debt
reduction .

LATEST
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
Major improvements of the Winter Shows
facilities have been undertaken on three different
occasions since 1910. Encouragement to carry
out these improvements has come from the
citizenery of Northwest Minnesota to the Board
of Managers . Several banks listed herein have
underwritten the financing of the latest project.

The first category of membership is the
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP which is obtained
by persons making a $10.00 tax deductible
contribution each year. The membership card
issued provides the holder one day's attendance
to the Winter Shows the current year.
In 1978, the LIFE MEMBERSHIP payment
policy was revised to enable a sustaining
member to obtain a Life Membership by
contribut ing $25.00 a year for ten years. Each
year the contributor makes a contribution he or
she receives a five-day pass to the Winter Shows
and after the tenth $25.00 contribution, a lifetime
pass is issued .

In 1977 the Winter Shows added the North
Arena, a $500,000.00 investment. This addition
provides 33,000 square feet to be used for youth
activities , regional horse shows and the growing
agribusiness exposition. The facility is heated,
lighted , and fully insulated for use at anytime of
the year.
Because such an addition is a benefit to all
the people of the Valley , it was suggested that
regional co-ops , local co-ops and area wide
agriculture service industry be invited to provide
investment contributions . This group raised 50%
of the total project costs. The remaining half of
this capital investment ($250 ,000 .00) is being
paid through the earnings of the Shows and the
sustaining membership program . The interest on
the mortgage, repairs and maintenance of the
entire Winter Shows complex are paid through

A LIFE MEMBERSHIP may also be received
by those who contribute $200.00 or more in a
lump sum toward the capital needs of the Winter
Shows. Life Memberships entitle the bearer a
card for admission to each day of the Winter
Shows every year for the rest of their life.
An annual financial report of the Winter
Shows is sent to all members and is available to
others on request.
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THE BUILDING COMPLEX

All funds collected through the annual
membership drive are restricted for use to capital
debt reduction.

ANNUAL TOTALS
Sustaining Fund Memberships currently
total from $12,000.00 to $15,000.00 annually . The
membership has more than doubled since 1964
and about 75% of the members have paid
annually since 1964. The majority of the funds
are raised by return mail from a letter sent out
from the Winter Shows office.

Pictured above is the Main and North Arenas .
The Winter Shows building complex belongs to
all citizens of the 14 county area of northwestern
Minnesota. The building complex is located on
Highway 2 & 75 at the north edge of Crookston
on 20 acres. The complex is used for the annual
Winter Shows the last full week of February, for
agriculture institutes such as the Sugarbeet
Growers Institute, the Red River Valley Beef
Cattlemen's Institute, regional and district Horse
Shows, and area youth events. The University of
Minnesota Technical College has a long time
lease for utilizing the North Arena for Light
Horse Management instruction. Area high
schools use the main arena for indoor track
during the spring of the year. Numerous farm
auctions are held in the Winter Shows.

THE CAMPAIGN
The Sustaining Fund Membership is
mai ntai ned and added to each year by the
following methods:
1. A local Crookston drive is organized to
solicit new members from Crookston and the
surrounding area. Approximately 50% of the
contributions come from this group.
2. The County King Agassiz Association
representing the 14 County Red River Valley
Winter Shows area forms another unit vital to the
campaign in each county.
3. Past members are solicited annually by
mail.

These financial Institutions of the Valley
area are current participants in the Industrial
Development Bond.
Argyle State Bank
First National Bank, East Grand Forks
First State Bank, Fertile
Farmers State Bank, Fosston
Valley Bank and Trust Co., Grand Forks
Red River State Bank, Halstad
American State Bank, Moorhead
State Bank of Shelly
Twin Valley State Bank
Peoples State Bank, Warren
First American Bank, Warren
Crookston National Bank
First National Bank, Crookston
First American Bank, Crookston

Send Contributions To:
RED RIVER VALLEY WINTER SHOWS
BOX 402
CROOKSTON, MINNESOTA 56716
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Gust Swenson
And Sons, Inc.
North
4th and Main
CROOKSTON, MN

•
•
•
Founded In
1946

• • •
..
Gust Swenson

Proudly Salutes The
RED RIVER VALLEY
WINTER SHOWS
On Their

75 TH Anniversary
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