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Event Preview: "Building Bridges" Foreign Film
Series at Zinema
E, ic Andersor

On March 19, UMD's Department of Foreign Languages and Literature will kick off their
second annual film series, hosted by the Zinema 2 theater in downtown Duluth.
The series will feature six films presented by each of the school's foreign studies sections, as
well as the Cultural Entrepreneurship program. All screenings will be free for both students and
the community.
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According to Dr. Daniel Nolan, event organizer and Assistant Professor of German and Russian
area studies, the films are centered upon the theme of "Building Bridges," or the forming of
social bonds.
"We do this series because film is a very immersive medium," Nolan said. "There's something
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about a large screen in a dark room that allows you to really engage with the distinct ways in
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which ideas are seen and conveyed in other cultures."
The five-day event will begin with a double feature on Sunday at 4:30 p.m. with a film
presented by Dr. Natalie Belsky, Assistant Professor of Russian Studies. "The Cranes are
Flying" is a 1957 film from Russian director Mikhail Kalatozov, which tells the story oft.wo
lovers in the aftermath of World War IL
"With this film, we get to see how one particular family is transformed by the war, a theme that
remains all too relevant today," Belsky said.
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According to Belsky, the film also represents a significant moment in Soviet film making
history, when films began to steer away from flat propaganda in favor of more nuanced
depictions of character.
"It showcases the many ways in which the war and the resulting losses profoundly affected and
reshaped relations on the societal level," she said. "As well as that of the family and the
individual."
Each film in the series will be followed by informal discussions for presenters and audience
members, with free catering provided by the Zeitgeist Center.
"The goal is to watch great introductory films that open doors and start conversations," Nolan
said. "It's a great chance to bring both the university and local community together to explore
and enjoy foreign culture."
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After Sunday, screenings will be held each night at 7 p.m. The series schedule is as follows:
Sunday
"The Cranes are Flying" (1957); Directed by Mikhail Kalatozov (Russia)
"The Lost Honor of Katharina Blum" (197 5); Directed by Volker Schlondorff and Margarethe
von Trotta (Germany)
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University of Minnesota
Duluth Women's Track
and Field team competed
for the NCAA Division II
Indoor National
Championships in
Birmingham, Alabama

"Dor" (2006); Directed by Nagesh Kukunoor (India)
Tuesday
"The Intouchables" (2011); Directed by Olivier Nakache and Eric Toledano (France)
\Vednesday
"American Dreams in China" (2013); Directed by Peter Ho-Sun Chan (China)
Thursday
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"No" (2012); Directed by Pablo Larrain (Chile)
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Letter t o the
Editor: Pet Your
Dog, Eat a Pig
I was slapped in the face
with photos of cows
hanging by their hind legs.
Throats slit with their
blood-soaked tongues
dangling out of their
mouths. Photos of pigs
with their eyes full of fear,
huddled into the comer of
cement walls. A man
pointing a gun directly at
these innocent beings.
Photos of abnormally
large-breasted hens so
tightly cramped in cages,
they weren't able to turn
around, let alone spread
their wings.
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