
Spring 2020 Sustainability Update
Reflections on 12 years of sustainability progress and saying goodbye to Mindy 

 

This year, we said goodbye to Mindy Granley, who served as UMD's first-ever
sustainability staff -- beginning as coordinator in 2008 and finishing her time as
Sustainability Director in February 2020. Mindy's tenure at UMD has moved
sustainability progress forward by leaps and bounds, through partnerships,
collaboration, and dogged perseverance. Here are some of the highlights of
how sustainability has grown at UMD under Mindy's leadership: 

Integrating sustainability as a Liberal Education Program requirement for
all UMD students
Energy efficiency improvements that have reduced greenhouse gas
emissions 17% despite a 30% increase in campus square footage
Establishing compost collection and improving waste sorting efforts that
now divert 48% of material from going to the landfill



A 10-fold increase in on-campus solar production, bringing our campus
solar capacity to 101 kW
Adopting an Idling Reduction policy, campus temperature standard, and
pollinator pledge
Creating a "Green Revolving Fund" to help finance projects that reduce
energy and GHG emissions
Green construction and renovations that have resulted in a fleet of
energy-efficient buildings on campus
Supporting large campus participation in the U-PASS program in
partnership with DTA -- 8 million+ riders since the program's beginning
Protecting Lake Superior through strong stormwater management,
outreach education, and campus cleanups 
Earning progressive STARS rankings from no rank to Bronze, Silver, and
as of November 2019: GOLD. STARS showcases campus-wide
sustainability efforts of colleges and universities. 

Mindy is now the Chief Sustainability Officer for the city of Duluth and will no
doubt move the community towards a more sustainable future, just as she has
moved UMD forward. We are so thankful for her energy, leadership, and vision
for the future. 

Top Stories 

April: A Month of Sustainable
Celebrations

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of
Earth Day, we’re sharing some good
news in sustainability from this past

month.

How to Care for Your Community
and Yourself During COVID-19

We are living in an unprecedented
time. One of the best ways to get
through this is to help each other.

 

https://reports.aashe.org/institutions/university-of-minnesota-duluth-mn/report/2019-11-04/
http://d.umn.edu/sustainability/news/food-waste
https://www.d.umn.edu/sustainability/news/sustainable-april
https://champ.d.umn.edu/sustainability/news/greenhcams-0
https://www.d.umn.edu/sustainability/news/covid-19


Sustainability Abroad #1: La Casa
Tica

Sustainability plays an integral part
in the running of a typical Costa

Rican home. 
 

Garbage Disposal
Increasing the awareness of proper
trash sorting was the goal of a class

project.

 

2020 Sustainability Inspiration Awards
The winners have been announced! We are delighted to recognize the
following people for their contributions to sustainability on our campus and in
the surrounding community:

Student Recipient: Maggie Salwei

 
One student who uses her green thumb for good is Maggie Salwei. Alongside
her involvement with the Land Lab Bee Farming initiative this past year, she
also helped spearhead the UMD Land Lab Club to support the farm even more!
The club educates students on what happens at the farm, gets students
engaged in sustainability and helps raise money for the farm. Congratulations,
Maggie!

Staff Recipient: Lisa Norr

http://d.umn.edu/sustainability/news/free-store
https://www.d.umn.edu/sustainability/news/casa-tica
https://news.d.umn.edu/news-center/news/ione-duluth-event-2018
https://www.d.umn.edu/sustainability/news/lsbe-garbage


 
Lisa Norr has helped redefine transportation with her leadership, dedication,
and enthusiasm for sustainability. She has brought sustainability to the forefront
of the UMD Transportation & Parking Services, as well as led important
innovations, programs and teachings to the student population. Thank you,
Lisa, for inspiring a new way of viewing and using transportation at UMD! 

Faculty Recipient: Dr. Teresa Bertossi

  
Although she hasn’t been on campus for very long, Dr. Teresa Bertossi has
made a huge impact already. Alongside overseeing the UMD Land Lab, she
also has designed and created engaging academic courses, developed
numerous partnerships, received a grant to monitor honeybee health on the
Land Lab, and many, many more achievements. She continues to approach
each new challenge with enthusiasm, creative thinking, and a rock-solid work
ethic. Thank you, Dr. Bertossi, for all that you have done and continue to do for
UMD and our surrounding community!

Join the Earth Day EcoChallenge!
Our five UMN campuses have united as ONE TEAM for the Earth Day
EcoChallenge! Running from April 1-30, the EcoChallenge gives points to
each team for completing sustainable actions. By keeping track of points and
challenges, the platform can help you solidify and expand on your sustainable
habits. 

As of today, the UMN team has:
- 121 team members

https://earthday.ecochallenge.org/participants/join?referral_code=00982345-cd13-4008-b6bb-7a9c072d5bd7&team_invitation=true


-Had 271 conversations about
sustainability with people
- Saved up to 165 pounds of CO2
- Spent 7,408 minutes outdoors
- Eaten 87 meatless or vegan meals
- Upgraded 73 lightbulbs to LEDs

...and more! Check out the team's
full impact here.

On top of creating more sustainable communities across Minnesota, we're also
ranked #1 in the state! Help us reach our sustainable goals by joining the team!

Staff Spotlight: Stephanie Nielsen

What's your major?
I am an Environment & Sustainability
Major! I grew up in Stillwater, MN,
and played in the woods a lot,
looking for wildflowers, rocks and
anything else cool that I could find.

What do you wish more people
knew about sustainability?

What is your favorite
sustainability tip?
Be kind and mindful of the Earth! My
favorite sustainability tip for me
personally is to hoard any packaging
that I think I can reuse or repurpose
someday. Also, buying clothes
second-hand cuts down on more
pollution than you know.

What are some other interests of
yours?
I am an avid African violet collector,
as well as a crazy animal lady. I love
animals and my pets with my whole
heart. I currently have a cat,
cockatiel, several fish tanks, three
geckos, frogs and more. I also really
like makeup, eating carbs and
drinking too many energy drinks.

Fun fact/secret talent??

https://earthday.ecochallenge.org/dashboards/teams/UMN
https://earthday.ecochallenge.org/dashboards/teams/UMN
https://earthday.ecochallenge.org/participants/join?referral_code=00982345-cd13-4008-b6bb-7a9c072d5bd7&team_invitation=true


I wish more people knew how critical
it is that we do as much as we can to
stop climate change before it is too
late. We only have a few more years
to make the changes, so we don't
see millions displaced by sea level
rise and resource wars. I also wish
people realized that we can be
sustainable at home and in our
communities. I think community-
based solutions to environmental
problems are key.

I lived in Kona, Hawaii for six years
growing up, where I found my love
for collecting and looking for animals
in tide pools. One of my leopard
geckos is named Kona! I am allergic
to the cold, so I get hives when my
skin gets cold or I swim. I also like to
paint with watercolors or acrylic
when I find the time to.

Happy Earth Day!

Celebrate our wonderful planet today with a party (following CDC guidelines), of
your own! Activities include, but are not limited to:
 

- Get your green thumb on: Plant a tree or plant.

- Give Mother Nature some attention: Go for a hike or walk outside. Take
time to notice and appreciate the wonderful world around you.



- Clean up time: Walk around your neighborhood with a bag and gloves and
pick up any litter that you find. Join your neighbors (at a safe distance) this
Saturday, April 25 in a city wide cleanup effort: #KeepDuluthClean! Details
and info about how to win prizes on their website: https://duluthmn.gov/kdc. 

- Make a call for Earth: Call your representatives and let them know how
important environmental policies are to you. Here is a guide to help you get
started.

- Don't stop the party: Remember that every day should be Earth Day!
Brainstorm some sustainable habits you can incorporate into your everyday
routine. Here are some ideas to get you started.  

The time to act is now. There are many ways for students, staff, and
faculty to get involved in sustainability-- whether through outreach,
service, or student learning activities. Visit our Take Action website to
learn more.
Add Sustainability Events Calendar to your Google Calendar to stay
updated on future sustainability events!
Read more about campus progress in our 2018-2019 Annual Report.

Jonna Korpi, Activities Coordinator 
Student Assistants: Abigail Ohmann, Alaina Lawrence, Corrin Thell, Faith Breeden, Jaeger Moser, Joe
Murphy, Kaija Schlangen, Stephanie Neilsen 
UMD Office of Sustainability 
d.umn.edu/sustain
University of Minnesota Duluth
 
The UMD Office of Sustainability is committed to communicating, educating, and inspiring action to
integrate sustainability into all aspects of campus life. 

Newsletter created by Kaija Schlangen '22

https://duluthmn.gov/kdc
https://champ.d.umn.edu/sustainability/news/call-earth
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/population_and_sustainability/sustainability/live_more_sustainably.html
http://d.umn.edu/sustainability/get-involved
http://z.umn.edu/UMDsustainCal
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kHruoCOmKc270TDPnhkKW-2LNxPlV_c8/view
http://d.umn.edu/sustainability/
http://www.twitter.com/UMDSustain
http://www.facebook.com/umdsustainability/
http://instagram.com/umdsustain

