
 

Save the Date!

Celebrate National Campus Sustainability Month at the annual UMD
Sustainability Fair! The Fair will feature local sustainable businesses and
campus departments, short films and art, the Winter Free Store Pop-Up and
free food!

For more information and a full list of exhibitors & films, visit
http://www.d.umn.edu/sustainability/news-events/fair.  

Fall 2019 Sustainability Update
Note from the Director: UMD’s Campus Carbon Commitment goals: Where
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are we at?

Climate action. Climate Strike! Climate mitigation. Climate change adaptation. 

The news is filled with global climate change coverage as more and more
people- and policy-makers- demand action. The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change’s recent report Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 ℃
presented new evidence for the benefits of limiting global warming to the lowest
possible level, and the consequences if we do not. Evidence is mounting that
actions to reduce emissions are needed to preserve the Earth’s ecosystems...
and our way of life.

How is UMD taking action on our Carbon Commitment? Back in 2011, the
faculty, staff and students contributing to the UMD Energy Action Plan set a
goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 25% by 2020, and a long-term goal
to reduce energy emissions to net-zero by 2050.  Although we are not on track
to meet our short-term goal by the end of 2020, we are close!
Read how close we are here. 

Top Stories 

Free Store 2019
Over 1,700 items given away at the

Second Annual Free Store
 

Champ's Cupboard and Closet
Low on food or need an outfit for an
interview? Look no further than your

campus
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Charging Goals
More EV charging stations arrive on

campus

Food Waste 2019 Totals
UMD students measured over 430

pounds of food waste

Recycling Tip:

Did you know? You should never put plastic bags in your recycling bin because
they get tangled in the sorting equipment at the recycling center. Please return
them to the grocery store or put them in the trash.
 

Sustainability Spotlight: Joe Murphy
 

What is your major?
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Environment & Sustainability with a
minor in Sociology. 

What is your favorite
sustainability tip?
Volunteering in your local community
such as clean-up events or planting
gardens. Doing so not only gives you
and others a sense of fulfillment but
makes you feel more connected to
your community.

What do you wish more people
knew about sustainability?
It's really easy to make daily
sustainable choices such as
reducing your waste consumption or
incorporating an alternative diet. By
making those simple choices, you
are making more of an impact than
you may realize. Be an example for
others!

What are some other interests of
yours? 
Ice fishing, digging for used records,
foraging mushrooms and soil
science.

Fun fact/secret talent: 
My go-to Super Smash Bros
characters are Fox and Mr. Game &
Watch.

UMD Solar Update





Go Green for Halloween!

Sustainability doesn't have to be spooky. Consider adding the following tips to
your Halloween festivities:

* Decorate Greenly: Use real pumpkins or gords to decorate your space. Get
artsy and create spider webs out of old stockings or cut out tombstones from
used cardboard. Try to DIY before you buy.

* Waste Not, Want Not: Carving pumpkins is all fun and games until the best
parts of the pumpkin are wasted. Instead of throwing away the inards, try
roasting pumpkin seeds or making pumpkin bread or pie. If pumpkin's not your
flavor, compost the extra.

* Best Dressed: Save your wallet and the planet by DIYing your costume or
buying it second-hand. 

The time to act is now. There are many ways for students, staff, and



faculty to get involved in sustainability-- whether through outreach,
service, or student learning activities. Visit our Take Action website to
learn more.
Add Sustainability Events Calendar to your Google Calendar to stay
updated on future sustainability events!
Read more about campus progress in our 2018-2019 Annual Report.
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The UMD Office of Sustainability is committed to communicating, educating, and inspiring action to
integrate sustainability into all aspects of campus life. 
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