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Tudor Rozette 
From Glensheen's Volunteer Office December 2002 

Thank you Holiday 
decorators! 
Junior League of 
Duluth 
Jayne Minardi 
Amy Buliacz 
Kim QUinoness 
Julie Taffe 
Heidi Dulebohn 
Anne Whitworth 

Hancock Fabrics 
Carol Kalejeski 
Therese Jordon 
Cindy Gartz 
Diane Hepakoski 
Anne Cutter 
Raeanne Hal/and 
Villiage North Dept. 
56 Club 

David & Linda 
Spears 

Berquist Imports 
Bany & Vivian 

Berquist 
C. J. 's of Cloquet 
Sue Chapin 
Judy Dahlman 

Northern Lights 
Landscaping 

Minong WI IGA 
Dunbar Florists 

Holiday Premiere 
Glensheen's annual Holiday Premiere for volunteers 

and Friends of Glensheen is set for Monday, December 2 
from 4:00 to 7:00 pm. This special event is Glensheen's way 
of thanking its volunteers and the Friends of Glensheen for all 
they have contributed to Glensheen in the past year. 

You will be among the first to see this year's holiday 
decorations called "Family and Friends: A Glensheen Holiday 
Tradition". Many of our volunteers and staff have been hard 
at work preparing these decorations. The Holiday Decorating 
Committee is made up of 3 volunteers: Susan Fischer, Cecelia 
Riehl & Diane Shusta. They have been assisted by elves from 
Christmases past, Joy Fon & Michelle Rutt, and our 
Housekeeping staff headed up by JeffWatczak. Other staff 
who helped were Bill Miller, Myma Gabrielle Allen, 
& Dan McClelland. Special thanks to Patrick Riehl and Ted 
& Diane Shusta dor their decorations! Then all these other 
volunteers came in to help, tool 

Meagan Gritzmacher 
Katie Miller 
Judy Moretto 
Maripat Higgins 

. Judy Harrison 

Dona Holloway 
Lisa Andersen 
Amber Coy 
Beth Bauman 
Pearl E. Johnson 

This year, in addition to the holiday decorations, you 
will be entertained at the Holiday Premiere by two musical 
groups. First, Barbara Hall will provide musical 
entertainment from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. Then, the Joyful Noise 
Chorale will perform from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. 

Holiday refreshments will be served in the lower level 
and a special Museum Store discount of 20% off will be 
offered to those attending. 

You are invited to bring a guest to the Holiday 
Premiere and show them where you work. Everyone needs 
to sign up to come, so please call the Volunteer Office at 726-
8918 to make your reservation now! 



The Christmas 
Committee would 
like to thank the 
many volunteers, 
clubs & businesses 
who helped us 
decorate for the 
holidays. Together 
we brought the 
traditional feeling of 
Christmas to 
Glensheen in less 
than 2 weeks & we 
are grateful to each 
of you for a job well 
done. 

The housekeeping 
staff deserves a lot of 
credit as well. The 
necessary clutter 
caused by people 
working in many 
rooms at the same 
time intelfered with 
their routine & made 
the job they always 
do so well more 
difficult. Through it 
all Jeff, Michelle, 
Andy and Brian were 
marvelous & we 
thank them for their 
patience, good 
nature & help. 

As Tiny Tim once 
said, "God Bless Us 
Evelyone!" 

Enjoy the holidays 
& have a wonderful 
new year. 

Susan Fischer, 
Diane Shusta, 
Ceci Riehl 

Volunteer Night 
We met on Thursday, November 7, in the Recreation 

Room at 6:15 pm. Minutes of the business meeting are 
posted in the Volunteer Office. 

After the meeting, Rachael Martin presented a slide 
program called "The Congdon Family at Glensheen". 
Rachael had recently presented this outreach program for an 
Emeritus Class at the College of St. Scholastica. We learned 
more about the details of the Congdon family history and also 
about what Duluth was like when they moved here. 

The next Volunteer Night will be Thursday, December 
5, starting at 6:15 pm with the Volunteer Council meeting. 
We will meet at the Mansion Bed & Breakfast at 3600 
London Road for our meeting. It was built as Matjorie 
Congdon Dudley'S home in 1929. After the meeting, we will 
tour the Mansion and have refreshments. Please sign up to 
come by calling the Volunteer Office at 726-8918. 

DINING ROOM at the Mansion Bed & Breakfast 



The Book Club 
began reading 
Clara Bannister 
Congdon's diary in 
November. 

It is slower reading 
than we thought. 
The typed 
transcription has 
many blanks that 
we are trying to fill 
in by studying 
Clara Congdon's 
handwritten pages. 

Here is some of the 
information we 
have deciphered so 
far: 

First, she writes 
about Chester 
Congdon's 
background 

EDUCArrIONAL 
IN ERT 
CBC's Diary 

Chester Adgate Congdon was born on June 12, 1853, 
in Rochester, New York. His father was a Methodist minister 
and :in those days appointments were for one or two years, so 
they moved often. His father, Sylvester Laurentus Congdon, 
and his mother, Laura Adgate Congdon, served a second time 
in Rochester where Albert was born in 1857. At that time they 
lived on Frank Street. In 1862, when Chester was 9, they 
lived in Addison, New York, and also served in Corning. In 
1866 Chester was a member of the Elmira Academy. There 
was some talk of going to California, but it came to nothing. 

The Congdons had 6 children: Chester, Laura, Albert, 
Eddie, Walter, and Helen Augusta. When they lived in 
Elmira, New York, all the children got scarlet fever. The 3 
younger ones (Eddie, Walter, & Helen) died within a week. 
Then Sylvester Congdon got pneumonia and died. They are 
all buried in Elmira county. Chester Congdon was 13 or 14 
years old at the time. 

Chester Congdon's mother was left with nothing but a 
40 acre fann between Cayuga and Seneca Lakes, New York. 
It was not free of mortgage, but she managed 
economized, and later made enough to 
college. Meanwhile they attended .L.J ... ..,..."Jv .......... ", ...... .., 

Seminary in Ovid, New York, 
horse. In 1871 Chester Congdon the Collegiate 
Preparatory course and as Valedictorian with his 
sister, Laura, taking part. 



Next, Clara 
Congdon writes 
about her family 
background 

Clara Hesperia Bannister was born on April 29, 1854, 
in San Francisco, California. The Bannister family lived on 
Harrison Street, and Clara's father, Edward Bannister, was 
the pastor at the Folson Street Church. 

Then the Bannister family moved to Santa Clara, 
California, then moved to Alameda in 1868. In 1869 they 
moved to a new house in Alameda on what was afterwards 
called Versailles Avenue. 

The Bannisters had 6 children: Mary, Clara, Edward, 
AlbeIt, Alice and Beitha. Clara's sister, Mary, was teaching 
in Alameda. Her brother, Edward, opened a law office in San 
Francisco, but in 1869 went to Humboldt to teach for 3 
months, then into Gale's store in San Francisco, and then 
went to San Diego. Alfred went to Carson City, Nevada, and 
was surveying in White Pine, Nevada, then in Tuolumne, 
California. 

In 1870, Mrs. Bannister, Alice and Bertha made a visit 
to New York state from June 25 to December 13 . 

... to be continued .. 



Pearl M Johnson 

Why we ask 
Glensheen Docents 
not to copy 
information from 
other guides or 
visitors, no matter 
how reliable they 
may seem. 

Meet the Volunteer 
BY SUE FISCHER 

Pearl M. 10lmson has been a docent at Glensheen for 
nineteen years and says the thing she likes most about it is 
meeting the people. Comment cards tell us that the people 
she meets like her as well. She is a gracious hostess who not 
only describes the rooms and talks about the family as she 
escorts the guests through the house but also stays to offer 
coffee, watch the video with them and remains in the 
downstairs hall to explain the rooms and make sure all their 
questions are answered as they make their way to the exit. 

When asked about how things have changed at 
Glensheen since she statted in 1983 the first thing that came 
to her mind was the number of docents. "There were so many 
more back then - probably around 350." She also remembers 
when the rooms were roped off so that they had to be viewed 
from the hallway and recalls that Helen's bedroom and the 
sewing room were offices. 

Pearl helps out in our booth at the arts and crafts fair 
every year and attends almost all of our volunteer meetirigs 

. the ftrst Thursday of each month. 
When not at Glensheen Pearl volunteers at her church, 

plays golf three times a week, and enjoys working in her 
garden. 

Pizza Oven Story 
At a Frank Lloyd Wright historic house in Chicago, the 

Director overheard one of the tour guides say, "Frank Lloyd 
Wright invented the pizza oven!" 

Since this is not correct, she called the tour guide into 
her office after the tour and said. "I overheard you say on 
your tour that Frank Lloyd Wright invented the pizza oven. 
What is the source of that information?" 

The tour guide said, "I overheard George, our most 
experienced tour guide, say that on his tour." So the Director 
called George in to her office and asked him about it. 

"Oh no!" he said. "Remember that special tour of 
Frank Lloyd Wright experts? One person pointed to the oven 
& asked if that was Wright's pizza oven. I jokingly said, 'I 
thought you lrnew Wright invented the pizza oven. '" 



ART NOUVEAU 
WAS 
CONSIDERED 
REBELLIOUS 

Letters from Afar 
Here's a letter from GEVA LOU SEVERINSON, 

Glensheen's former Volunteer Coordinator: 
Dear Rachael, 

Thank you for your note - I thoroughly enjoy receiving 
the Tudor Rozette and certainly want to continue - a link to a 
very important part of my life. 

I continue to be healthy, happy, and busy! So 
appreciate being in the same city as two of my children and 
their spouses and 7 grandchildren. One of my 
granddaughters, who is 11, is flying to Boston with me for 
Thanksgiving - will visit my daughter and her family (3 sons). 

I'll be going to NE to visit our son and his family early 
2003 (3 children). That's right - I now have 13 
grandchildren to adorel 

Yes, I'm working tool I'm the appointment secretary 
for two district reps. for Thrivent Financial. It's a great 
retirement position as I work from my home. Made my lower 
level bedroom into an office/den - separate business line, 
computer, fax machine and 1 love it! Being on the phone 
making appt 's reminds me of the hours 1 spent on the phone 
dialing for docents I 

Be sure to greet all of those 1 know from my 
memorable years at Glensheen. With love, Geva Lou 

Here's another letter from VALERIE NIELSEN, 
former volunteer: 
Dear Rachael, 

Thank you for the note, and yes, I am still receiving the 
Tudor Rozette. 1 do enjoy reading about the fun 1 am missing 
at Glensheen! Please do keep me on the mailing list. 

This summer we traveled to the Carolinas, and it was 
great fun to visit the Biltmore House in Asheville. I would say 
that, although it was very enjoyable, the tour information was 
much less iriformative than I had hoped. 

In December we will travel to California to visit 
friends, and while there we will take 2 tours of the Hearst 
Castle. One will be a tour of the kitchen, and the other will 
be an evening tour, one of their special tours. Now if I could 
just get back to Glensheen one of these days! Hello to all -
from Valerie Nielsen 



This newsletter is 
written and 
edited by 
Rachael Martin 
and Sue Fischer. 

Book Group 
At the first meeting of the Book Group on November 

1st, we decided to meet on Friday mornings at 9:30 am, and 
begin by reading Clara Congdon's diary, followed by Chester 
Congdon's 1914 speech on Patriotism. After we made those 
decisions, we spent the remaining time looking through the 
Post Card Album of Chester Congdon's 1914 trip to 
Australasia. 

We found the post card reprinted below from 
Indonesia depicting anklong players. The fall exhibit on 
"Chester Congdon: A Man of the Land" included 4 of the 20 
some pieces of the anklong musical instruments which Mr. 
Congdon brought back from Indonesia in 1914. We 
wondered exactly how these bamboo pieces were played. We 
knew from his travel journal that they were struck somehow. 

The postcard shows that each piece is held by one 
person with the large bamboo crosspiece on the bottom. The 
bigger pieces rest on their feet and the smaller ones are held 
in their hands. It appears that one of the center crosspieces is 
moved back and forth to create the striking sound. 

It's not too late to join out Book Group. If you are 
interested, just call 726-8918 to sign up. 



Calendar of Events 
Mon, Dec 2 - Holiday Premiere, Open House for volunteers and Friends of Glensheen, 

4:00-7:0Opm. RSVP by calling 726-8918. 
Dec 3,5, 7, 8,. 10, 12, 14, IS, 17, 19, 21, 22 - Holiday Brunches, 9:30 am. Hosts & 

hostesses neededt 
Thu, Dec 5 - Volunteer Night at the Mansion Bed & Breakfast, 6: 15 pm. Sign up to 

come! 
Dec 12 & 17, Picture with Santa, 4-7 pm. Volunteers needed as elves & Santa's helpers. 
Dec 25, Christmas Day - Glensheen closed. Happy Holidays! 

Bedroom Slipper Tours are now offered at 1 :45 every Friday, Saturday 
& Sunday. Sign up to give a tour, learn a tour, or second a tour! 

Volunteer Office 
Glensheen 
3300 London Road 
Duluth, MN 55804 


