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WELCOME NEW 
VOLUNTEERS: 

Docents -
Bill Lyth 
loyceMeier 

Exhibit 'Helpers -
Karen Buell 
Florence 

Brandt 
Rev Gee 
Char Harkins 
Christine 

Hensolt 
Joan Hinds 
Alphea Iverson 
Maxine Jimenez 
Ginny Johnson 
Corrine Lamb 
Joyce Mickelson 
Cathy Nelson 
Phyllis Pearson 
June Pooler 
Maribeth 

Tarnowski 
Annette Ulrich 
Jan 

Wandmaker 

Lace Exhibit Opens 
Friday, February r t is opening day for our 

exhibit "Clara Congdon: Laces and Needlework". 
Many volunteers have been working hard to help 

me prepare for this exhibit. It all started over a year ago, 
when volunteer Maripat Higgins and I discovered the 
original pomegranate applique curtains for the Master 
Bedroom and the original imported lace sheers for the 
windows in storage. We decided right then and there we 
had to do an exhibit on all the and needlework that 
Clara Congdon collected, and some things she did herself, 
for Glensheen. 

With the help of Anne Hasskamp, Kris Rikkola, 
Gerry Gustafson, Peggy Staubs, and Gayle Friday, we 
boxed up lace and needlework pieces stored in the Linen 
Closet and the Butler's Pantry. You would not believe all 
that we found there! More items than you could exhibit at 
the DECC Auditorium. 

Next, I called upon experts to identify what we 
have. First, Marilyn Koons came to help iDe identify what 
is on exhibit already. Then on January 3,17 experts 
whose names you see in the column on the left as New 
Volunteers, came to view everything spread out on tables 
in the Winter Garden. We all worked hard at the task 
from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. Later that evening, as part of 
the program for our January Volunteer Night, volunteers 
got to view everything we had worked on in the Winter 
Garden. 

The identified pieces were then put on exhibit after 
the Christmas decorations were taken down. 

The laces and needlework exhibit includes over 100 
pieces, including some made by Clara Congdon, as well as 
Chester Congdon's mother and Clara Congdon's 
grandmother. The exhibit continues through May 12. 



WHAT ARE THE 
10 MOST 
VISITED 
HISTORIC 
HOUSE 
MUSEUMS IN 
AMERICA? 

Test your guesses 
with the 2002 
ranking from the 
Almanac of 
Architecture & 
Design. 

Answers on last 
page. 

Pattern in point de Venise plat 

Exhibit Programs 
The Spring exhihit, "Clara Congdon: Laces and 

Needlework" includes 6 programs open to the puhlic to 
learn more ahout the topic. The cost is $15 per person for 
each program, which includes a tour of the exhibit. 

Volunteers and staff are invited to attend free of 
charge, in fact I will put you to work helping greet people 
and setting up tahles. Just call to sign up! 

Each program is set for Saturday mornings from 
9:00 am to 11:00 am on the following dates: 

Feb 9 - Karen Buell on Needle Made Laces 
Feh 23 - Joyce Mickelson on Bohbin Lace & 

Jan Wandmaker on Preserving your 
Laces 

Mar 9 - Florence Brandt on Needlework in 
the Bihle 

Mar 23 - Corrine Lamh on Identifying Laces 
Apr 6 - Alphea Iverson on Hardanger 

Embroidery & Charlene Harkins on 
Tatting 

Apr 23 - Lois Mattson on Go Wild with Your 
Sewing Machine 

Coffee and cookies will he available during the 
program in the Recreation Room. Mter the program I will 
take the group on a tour of the lace and needlework 
exhihit throughout the house. 

Please sign up to come, help, and learn more ahout 
the Congdon family's collection of laces and needlework! 

Point de Venise plat 
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MARGARET "PEG" 
MCLELLAND MUNGER 

Margaret "Peg" McLel-
land Munger, 73, of Old 
North Shore Road, died 
Thursday, January 17, 2002, 
in the Waters of Park Point 
Health Care Facility. 

Peg was born in Roches" 
ter, NY, to William and· . 
Jean (Bacchus) McLelland 
and came to Duluth in 1957. 
Peg married James E. 
Munger in March of 1953 in 
Columbus, OR. Peg gradu-
ated from the Mt. Carmel 
School of Nursing in Co-
lumbus, OR as an RN and 
attended Ohio State Univer-
sity. She was a member of 
St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church, former member of 
the Diocesan Council Epis-
copal Church Diocese of 
MN, board member of 
WDSE T.V. and a 26 year 
member of the USCG Auxil-
iary. Peg held several 
elected and staff positions 
and was past Rear Commo-
dore of the USCG Auxil-
iary. Peg retired from 

. .Glensheen and was active 
in local boating activities 
for many years. 

Peg is preceded in death 
by her parents, a son, Rob-
ert Gordon and a daughter, 
Kathryn Munger, and her 
sister, Frances (David) 
Thompson. Surviving are 
her husband, Dr. James E; 
a son James William "Bill" 
(Marbia) of Lexington, MA; 
her brother, Gordon B. 
Mclelland, and a grandson, 
James Michael Munger and 
granddaughter, Melissa Ar-
thur. 

Volunteer Night 
On Thursday, January 3rd

, sixteen people attended 
our Volunteer Night at Glensheen. 

We started with the Volunteer Council meeting at 
6:15 pm. Rachael Martin reported that 74 new volunteers 
were recruited in 2001, and passed around sign up sheets 
for volunteer help needed for January. 

We discussed various improvements such as better 
lighting on the pathways, preserving our stained glass 
windows, reducing the fee paid to UMD, storing our 
collection off site, and performance appraisals for 
everyone giving tours. 

Mter the meeting, we toured the Winter Garden 
where hundreds of examples of laces and needlework were 
spread out on every table we have. Rachael pointed out 
certain pieces of interest, such as the ribbon embroidery 
curtains from the Pink Bedroom, the Italian needle lace 
tablecloth which matches a complete set for the Dining 
Room, a lace food cover with wires in the shape of a cake 
cover, knitted silver polishing mitts, covers for carrying 
hot serving dishes, and Clara Congdon's hand 
embroidered letter "C" on everything! 

The next Volunteer Night will be Thursday, 
February 7, starting at 6:15 pm with the Volunteer 
Council meeting. Mter the meeting the program will be a 
tour of the exhibit, "Clara Congdon: Laces and 
Needlework ". We will each receive a handout and will 
walk through the rooms of the house to find all the pieces 
listed which are on exhibit on all 4 floors .. 

All volunteers and staff are welcome to attend the 
Volunteer Night activities. It lasts from 6: 15 pm to 8:30 
pm, includes refreshments, and counts as volunteer hours. 
Please sign up to come by calling the Volunteer Office at 
726-8918. 

We are not sent into this world to do anything 
into which we can not put our heart. 

lohnRuskin 
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Evangeline hySusanneSchuler 
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Do you remember a few years ago when 
the Glensheen Doll" just reclined in a closet? 

Well, she's been sitting in a rocker in the Gray Bedroom 
now and has watched hundreds of people walk by. Sam, a 
former employee, found her in a suitcase in the attic. I 
called Sam and she verified this fact. 

All my life I have loved dolls and spent many hours 
playing with them. My older sister joined in the fun. A 
while back I had an idea to write a light hearted diary 
about Evangeline and her life at Glensheen. Nothing too 
serious, just fun. I wrote several entries for her diary then 
put it aside due to other interest. I missed Evangeline and 
was pleased when Rachael Martin asked me to share her 
diary with you. 

Evangeline (in the diary) can walk and talk to other 
toys. She does not talk to humans, yet Mrs. Congdon 
seems to be the one who is "tuned" in to Evangeline. I 
call this effort, Evangeline of Glensheen: A Doll's Diary. I 
can see it in a dark green as a paperback with a hasp and 
lock printed on the diary. There would be pen and ink 
drawings throughout. She always starts each diary entry, 
"Deer Diary," and ends "It's only me, Evangeline" and 
her small hand print. 

Well, here's the first diary entry - remember she is 
a doll exploring her world and you can be any age you 
want. Hope you enjoy the sample and my thanks for 
sharing it with you. - Susanne Schuler 

EVANGELINE OF GLENSHEEN: A DOLL'S DIARY 
"Finders Keepers" 
Deer Diary, 

Hello. I'm Evangeline. Mter I found you Deer 
Diary I decided to write in you whenever I feel like it. 
Here's how it all happened. 

Yesterday I was wandering around my home, 
Glensheen (I'll tell you more about the house later on). In 
the Pink bedroom, in a wastebasket, I found a black diary. 



English needlepoint 

Brussels needlepoint 

Well, I couldn't pass this up could I? The clasp that held 
the lock was the only thing missing. Otherwise, you Deer 
Diary, were almost perfect. So here I am with a new 
pencil I "found" in a desk drawer and all these empty 
pages. 

I'm sure one of the Girls threw you out because of 
the broken lock. You see, I will hide you deep in the 
bottom of the toy box. You know, the toy box, way 
downstairs on the ground floor, in the toy room. I don't 
have to hide a key. I get forgetful every so often. I might 
forget where I hid the key. 

"Deer Diary" you'll have to forgive me if I misspell 
words; after all I'm only a doll. Then, too, I'm usually in a 
hurry to tell you all about my adventures and what's 
happening. 

This is a HI G house and there are lots of people 
living here; family and servants. Sometimes the house is 
very noisy with sounds; of voices, of doors opening and 
closing and the rustle bustle "whooshing" sound people's 
clothes make. 

That's about it for today Diary. I'm going to go 
down the back servant's stairs, past the sewing room. The 
"sewing lady" is here and I want to see what she is doing. 
I can hear Mrs. C talking to her. Something about a black 
velvet cape with a satin lining. Lovely! I love velvet, just 
like cat fur. Maybe I can "find" a piece to use as a 
coverlet on my doll bed. 

I'll have to be very quiet so no one sees me. Maybe 
I can sneak by that big brown stuffed teddy bear sitting at 
the table in the toy room. He's mean looking. H he growls 
at me I'll push him over on his face or carry his chair and 
him in it down the hall to the laundry room. 

Wish me luck and thanks for letting me "find" you! 
It's only me, Evangeline 

(Copyrighted: Susanne Schuler) 



Brush Up Tours 
In January,> I offered Brush-Up Tours for Docents, 

Docents-In-Training, and Security Attendants to brush up 
on their tour guide information and skills. 

On Monday, January 7, 10 people attended as we 
toured from the front entrance through the library. Susan 
Pearson donated tour booklets for us to use for this 
training, so we read what the tour booklets said about the 
room and we read what the Volunteer manual says, too. 
Then we discussed the myths and misinformation we have 
heard about the rooms and any suggestions for what works 
well in a particular area. We all came away with more 
information and ideas about how to do our tours. 

We met again on Tuesday, January 22. Seven 
people attended and continued practicing the tour from 
the first floor landing through the pink room. Again, we 
all learned a lot! 

Our next Brush-Up Tour session is scheduled for 
Monday, February 4 from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm. We will 
meet in the Recreation Room to start and then go on tour. 
Hopefully, we will be able to complete the tour from the 
grey room through the billiards room. 

Please join us. You will get a head start on 
reviewing the tour for our annual tour performance 
appraisals starting in February. Sign up by calling the 
Volunteer Office at 726-8918. 

This newsletter is made possible by the support of 
the Minnesota Humanities Commission in 
cooperation with the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the Minnesota State Legislature. 

Written and edited by Rachael Martin 



ANSWERS to 10 
Most Visited 
Historic House 
Museums in US: 

1. Mount Vernon 
2. Biltmore Estate 
3. Hearst Castle 
4. Graceland 
5. Monticello 
6. Vanderbilt 

Mansion, Hyde 
Park,NY 

7. The Breakers 
8. Arlington 

House, the 
Robert E. Lee 
Memorial, 
Arlington, VA 

9. The Edison & 
Ford Winter 
Estates, Fort 
Myers,FL 

10. Betsy Ross 
House, 
Philadelphia 

Book Club 
The Book Cluh fmished reading Chester Congdon's 

"Pacific Panorama" about his travels to the Orient. In 
our last session in January, we saw him sail safely home 
from Japan to Seattle, then meet his son, Walter, at 
Westhome in Yakima, Washington. Walter and Chester 
Congdon took the train home in time for Cavour Hartley's 
wedding. 

The Book Club decided to continue to meet every 2 
weeks during the slower winter months. The next hook we 
selected was "Glensheen, The Construction Years" 
compiled by Michael Lane, former Glensheen Director, 
from the construction supervisors notebooks. We met 
January 22 'with 6 Book Club members present: Sue 
Fischer, Ceceila Riehl, Julie Smith, Deanna Kimher, 
Delores Vogel, and Rachael Martin. 

The book, complete with original photos of the 
construction gave us a good idea of the enormity of work 
accomplished between 1905 and 1908, when the Congdon 
family moved in. A crew of over 100 grounds persons 
completed the landscaping and preparation of the grounds 
in 190m We also learned that the reason is not known 
why the house was built as a reinforced concrete 
structure. This should eliminate the myth that Mrs. 
Congdon was afraid of earthquakes. 

We also learned that the roof was not enclosed until 
December 1906, not permitting interior work to be started t 

til 1907. In February 1908 a representative from the 
A French Co. Began supervising carpenters installing 
woodwork. This means the myth that woodcarvers took 3 ,;;J 
years carving the woodwork in place is not possible. ---- til" 

Next we will read the booklet "Their Roots Run 
Deep" about George Wyness and his son Bob, who were 
the gardeners at Glensheen from the 1920's to the 1980's. 
The book is also available at the Glensheen Museum 
Shops. Our next meting to discuss this hook is Monday, 
February 4, from 9:00 am to 11:00 am in the Recreation 
Room. Please join us! Call 726-8918 to sign up. 



Calendar of Events 
Feb 1, Friday "Clara Congdon: Laces and Needlework" exhibit opens 
Feb 2, Saturday. Bedroom Slipper Tour, 2:00 pm, call to help with tour! 
Feb 4, Monday" Brush Up Tour, 11:30 am to 2:00 pm, Docents & Security welcome 
Feb 5, Tuesday - Book Club meets, 9:00 am - 11:00 am, Join us to learn more! 
Feb 7, Thursday - Volunteer Night, Recreaton Room, 6:15 pm - 8:00 pm, sign up 
Feb 9, Saturday - Exhibit Program, Karen Buell on Needle Made Lace, 9-11 am 

- Bedroom Slipper Tour, 2:00 pm 
Feb 14, Thursday - Valentine Day Dinner, 4:30 & 7:00 pm tour; call to help 
Feb 16, Saturday - Bedroom Slipper Tour, 2:00 pm, call to help or learn the tour. 
Feb 16, Mar 16, Apr 20 - B&B Fine Dining, need Docent for tour before dinner 
Feb 23, Saturday - Exhibit Program, Bobbin Lace & Preservation, 9-11 am 

- Bedroom Slipper Tour, 2:00 pm 
Mar 24, Sunday - Easter Egg Hunt & Buffet Brunch, need lots of helpers! 
Apr 18 & 25, Thursdays - Dinner Theater, need help with guests 
May 12, Sunday - Mother's Day Buffet, need Docents for 9:30 am tour, 12:30 pm 

tour, & 4:30 pm tour 

Volunteer Office 
Glensheen 
3300 London Road 
Duluth, MN 55804 


