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From Glensheen's Volunteer Office December 2001 

WELCOME NEW 
VOLUNTEERS: 

Agnes Hedberg 
Craig 

Michaelson 
Jan Simpson 
Scott Smith 

So far this year, 
we have recruited 
62 new Volunteers! 

Call the 
Volunteer 
OJfjice to . szgn up 
now! 
726-8918 

Holiday Activities 
On Monday, November 26th

, from 4:00 7:00 pm, 
G!ensheen thanked all its volunteers, members and 
patrons by hosting a Holiday Premiere open house. 
Guests viewed the new 2001 holiday exhibit called 
"Gathering for Christmas: A Family Tradition". 

We all had a chance to thank the Head Elf, Joy Fon, 
and her assistant, Michelle Rutt, who were in charge of 
decorating this year. We also thanked the 3 new Elves-in-
Training, volunteers Susan Fischer, Diane Schusta, and 
Cecelia Riehl, who assisted this year and will he in charge 
next year. 

In addition, we met other volunteers who helped 
with decorating: Darlene Johnson, Dona Holloway, Judy 
Harrison, and Pearl E. JohnsOll. Other decorators were 
thanked as well: C J's of Cloquet, the Junior League, 
Hancock Fabrics, EngwalIs, Normanna Garden Club, and 
the Department 56 Club. 

Mter viewing the exhibits, refreshments by the 
Exchange caterers were served in the Winter Garden. 
And guests shopped in the Little Museum Shop, taking 
advantage of their 20% discount! 

If you didn't get a chance to see the new holiday 
exhibit at the Holiday Premiere, check it out next time 
you come. Plus, look for the lower level Recreation Room 
decorated by the Advisory Committee, and the two exhibit 
cases outside the Billiards Room with original Congdon 
family decorations. 

Starting December rt, we will show off the 2001 
"Gathering for the Holidays: A Family Tradition" exhibit 
to the public at the Holiday Brunches. A total of 12 
brunches are scheduled every Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday 
and Thursday from December l"t to the 20th, We need 

to be hosts and hostesses starting at 9:30 am! 



DID YOU 
KNOW? 

Mrs. Congdon 
received a 
Bachelor of 
Science degree in 
Science from 
Syracuse? 

Roy Hoover's 
biography of Mr. 
Congdon states 
on page 15 that 
Syracuse offered 
3 fields of study, 
each 4 years in 
length: 

1. Classics = a 
Bachelor of Arts 
degree 
2. Latin-
Scientific = 
Bachelor of 
Philosophy 
degree 
3. Science = 
Bachelor of 
Science degree 

Chester Congdon 
took Classics and 
got a B. A. 
degree. 

Volunteer Night 
Nineteen people attended the November Volunteer 

Night, which included a "Learn the VIP Tour", potluck 
dinner, and Volunteer Council meeting. 

Our '';Learn the VIP Tour" went beyond reading 
the script to include challenges we might encounter in the 
various rooms. Many questions were answered, 
experiences shared, and pointers given about where to 
stand and how to use the original photos of the rooms. We 
didn't quite finish the VIP tour in time for our potluck 
supper, but we finished all the 3rd floor rooms. 

Next month our December Volunteer Night on 
Thul'sday, December 6th, will finish the VIP tour with an 
'4Attic Tour" learning session. Any volunteer interested in 
attending is welcome. You don't need to be training to 
learn the VIP tour to enjoy the "Attic Tour". 

We had a delicious potluck supper with lasagna by 
Maripat Higgins, chicken casserole by Jane Sommerfeld, 
salads by Diane Shusta, Pearl M. Johnson, and Delores 
Vogel. rolls by Marie Walczak. and desserts bv Fran - '.. , ., 
Lamberson and Bill Miller. 

After supper we had our Volunteer Council 
meeting. The council approved purchasing a new high 
chair and two new booster chairs for Glensheen brunches, 
teas, and dinners. All the officers will continue the second 
year of their 2 year term next year. They are .. 

Maripat Higgins .. President 
Suzanne Hargis President Elect 
Lois Maine Secretary 
Marie Walczak - Treasurer 

Join us on December 6th at 6:15 pm for our next 
Volunteer Night, starting with the Volunteer Council 
meeting. All volunteers are welcome to attend. After the 
meeting we will have coffee and cookies. At 7:00 pm we 
will begin our "Attic Tour'" conclu.ding by 8:30 pm. Hope 
to see you there! 



Laces in storage 

Table is under 
Spanish mirror 

Walnut cabinet is 
Bombe chest in 
hall 

Sofa table behind 
Blue sofa 

Chairs in place 

All current fabric 
is original 

Rug is really a 
Bijar 

EDUCATIONAL 
INSERT 
CBC's Notebooks 

Clara Bannister Congdon's notebooks, continued ... 
Living Room 

Hangings - Florentine lace mounted on French 
etamine. 
Portieres and overcurtains Verona velours 
with special appplique in damask and gold 
gaUoon. 

Furniture - Antique pieces. One consol table in 
mahogany with ebony inlay. (7'10" long - 18 
1/4" deep) 
One walnut cabinet with intricate inlay 
work. This has a marble top. 
One mah. sofa-table with inlay. 
One Spanish mirror. (Gold frame) 
Other pieces are made specially for this 
room all Georgian in style. 
The Carlisle chair with round back. The 
Castle Howard chair and Guilford chairs 
are reproductions of famous Old English 
chairs. 
The furniture is covered in Red Frise Velvet, 
Plain Blue Wool Arras, Blue and dull red 
English wool tapestries and hand woven 
tapestry. (This hand woven tapestry comes 
from Germany and was woven to fit the 
furniture.) 

!iJJg - One antique Sarakh 18'4"+33'3" (Reduced in 
width by cutting off border which was 
added to one end.) 

Mantel - Facing and hearth of selected red 
Numidian marble. This comes from Algeria 
in Africa. 



Laces in storage 

Table in storage 

Both chairs 
removed 

Tapestry pieces 
removed 

Big carpet is really 
a Bijar, smaller 

ones have been 
replaced with 
others 

LIBRARY 
with original 
table and 
tapestry 
chairs 

Library 
Woodwork - Mahogany 
Walls - Wool tapestry copy of an old Italian 

design. 
Ceiling - Anaglypta (English) 
Hangings -

Laces - Florentine lace mounted on French 
etamine. 
Portieres and overcurtains - Green Tudor 
Velvet with borders embroidered in wools 
and silks in a design to harmonize with 
walls. 

Furniture -Mahogany some ofit specially designed 
for the room. The large table and couch 
among others. 
The Willey and Honeysuckle chairs are 
reproductions of English chairs. 
Furniture covered in plain Green Wool 
Arras, Green and Gold Dantzig Velvet, and 
wool tapestry. 

- One Antique Kurdistan 13'4" + 22'1' 
One Antique Kurdistan 3'10" + 17'10" (Later 
an Antique Persian Tabrizfromlerusalem 
6'3" +4'4'') 

Mantel - Facing of glass mosaic with tile hearth. 



1910 U. S. 
Federal Census 

In 1910, all the 
,., -, J'1I • 't Longaon Jamuy 
was living at 
home, including 
Alfred Bannister. 
The census lists 
Alfred's mother as 
French. 

co 

following servants 
were also listed as 
living at 
Glensheen: 

1. Rudolph 
chauJJeur, 

.:I9 yea,rs old .. 
immigrated from 
Germany in 1903. 

JJ7illia11l 
Atherton, butler, 

years old -
immigrated from 
England in 1906. 

3. Boya 

years old-
immigrated from 
S1,oeden in 789.3. 

4. Essie 
Larson, domestic, 
25 years old -
Swedish. 

Book Club 
The Book Club for volunteers and staff met on 

Monday morning, October 29, with Diane Shusta, Mary 
Lewerenz, Cecelia Riehl, Sue Fischer, Myrna Brevik, 
Delores Vogel, Donna McDonald, and Rachael Martin 
present. 

We are reading Chester Congdon's book, Pacific 
Panorama, his diary of his 1914 trip to the Orient. Robert 
Congdon wrote in the preface that copies of the diary were 
printed just for family members in 1938. 

Cecelia reported on the first part of the book. 
Chester Congdon left San Francisco in February 14, 1914, 
on a ship with 87 passengers bound for New Zealand. He 
traveled with two acquaintances, Wm. A. Dyche and J. L. 
Alabaster. He met many educated and well traveled 
businessmen, engaging in long conversations about politics 
and economics. 

Diane reported next about crossing the equator and 
stopping at Tahiti. He purchased a carved paddle for 
Ned, which we think may be the small one located in the 
Recreation Room. Then they went to the island of 
Rarotonga, where he purchased a woven mat fan, which 
we think is the one on the shelf in Walter's bedroom. 
They arrived in Wellington, New Zealand, after a 13 day 
voyage. 

Myrna continued reporting about Mr. Congdon's 
travels and observations on New Zealand's North Island. 
He didn't think the socialist form of government 
encouraged or rewarded hard work. He found the native 
Maori people and their culture fascinating. He noted 
everything he could about their farming conditions and 
practices, and even hought tree and plant seeds to send 
home. He traveled 1,000 miles on the North Island in 11 
days. 

Rachael made copies of maps which we followed. 
Next we will chart his progress on the South Island of New 
Zealand, then Australia. If you want to join us, call 
RachaeI for a copy to read before we meet again. 



Clarence H. 
Johnston 

Bool{ on Johnston 
An excellent book on Clarence Johnston, the man who 
designed Glensheen, is available in Glensheen's Museum 
Shop. 

The book is called Minnesota Architect: The Life 
n,nd Work ofr:larence H . .TQhnston, and the author is Paul o 

Clifford Larson. It was published by the Ashton 
Historical Society Press in Ashton, MN in 1996. 

Here are a couple of quotes called to my attention 
by Bob McDevitt, from Glensheen's Security staff: 

On page 102 it states: 44 As one of the founders of 
French's company, Congdon had stronger business, and 
perhaps personal, ties to the interior decorator than he 
did to the architect." Volunteers, would anyone be willing 
to do a little research to verify if Chester Congdon was one 

I of the founders of the William A. French Company? 
On page 167 in note 21, the author writes, 

"Johnston's commission was based on a total construction 
cost of $170,000, showing how much of the million .. dollar 
expenditure went to enhancing the grounds furnishing 
and decorating the house." Volunteers, here's another 
opportunity to research to see if the total cost was a 
million dollars? 

The hook has excellent historical photos and 
commentary about Glensheen, and is a must to read for 
Glensheen staff and volunteers! 

Remember your 10% discount. 

13 Thank Yous 
Thirteen volunteers need to be thanked for helping 

'with a big mailing to all volunteers, members, and patrons 
of Glensheen: Ev Davis 
Harold Forte Cathy Lund Joyce Boman 
Bud Boman Joan Marquardt Jan Pierce 
Liz Paulson Scott Solberg Everett Hoddy 
Erin Furo Bobbie Ormston Justin Keiley 



Anna Delaval 
Bannister & her 
son,Alfred 
Bannister (Sr.), 
born April 16, 
1890. Anna 
Banister died 
April 16, 1894, on 
Alfred's 4th 

birthday. 

D • V· · uallnlster ISlt 
This Fall we had a visit from AJfred .Hannister, Jr. 

Last year he visited with his wife and brother, but this Fall 
lit; cUJUt; Ly himself as a follow-up to that visit. He brought 
photographs and further information about his father, 
Alfred Bannister. Sr. 

One thing he told us was that when he was a child 
he and his family lived on a houseboat in the St. Clair 
River near Detroit, Michigan. They lived on the boat year 
round because it was a huge 3 story 200 foot long boat that 
served as living space as well as work space for his father, 
Alfred Bannister, Sr. Alfred Sr. had invented a heating 
system to keep the boat warm in the winter, even though 
the ice would freeze around the boat. Someone had to 
always stay on the boat to keep the heaters going, so they 
never got to visit their grandmother, Clara Congdon all at 
once. Sometimes Alfred Jr. would come to Glensheen with 
his father, and later his mother and brother would come. 



2002 Exhibits 
Next year 1 have planned our exhibits to focus on 

Congdon family members. Here's the schedule: 
Spring - "Clara Congdon: Laces and Needlework", 

Feb 1 .. May 12 
Summer - "The Congdon Children: Pets and 

Pasttimes", May 24 - Sep 2 
Fall- "Chester Congdon - Man and Nature", Sep 

13 ... Nov 1 
We have already started work on the Laces & 

exhibit. Volunteer Kris Rikkola began 
helping me sort items from the Linen Closet which are 
examples we might u.se ill the exhibit. Weare more than 
half way done with the Linen Closet, then we start on the 
Butler's pantry. 

Mter the Holidays we will spread aU these examples 
on tables in the Winter Garden and have a day when 
experts can view them and help us idcnti..-fy we have. 
So far we have found tatting, crocheting, embroidery, 
culwork, Hardanger, applique, and pillow lace. There are 
hundreds and hundreds of embroidered letter C's on 
everything! Now we need to verify that these are indeed 
hand done, and what the patterns are called. 

Are you an expert on laces and needlework? Do 
you know an expert we can call? H you are interested in 
helping with this exhibit, please let me know. 726-8918. 

3. 
This embroidered hand-
kerchief is of Belgian 
manufacture from the 
seventeenth century. 

2. The Lacemaker, 1664. Caspar Netscher. 
Oil on canvas. 3.3 x 27 cm. 
Wallace Collection, London. 



/ Bombe Chest 
Bob McDevitt wanted to know more about the 

Bomh' chest in the Main Hall hetween the Reception 
Room and the Den. You may have noted in Clara 
Congdon's Notes that she descrihed it as "One walnut 
cahinet with intricate inlay work. This has a marble top." 
This used to be in the Living Room, as Mrs. Congdon's 
notes state. The term Bomb/is French and means 
"curving or swelling outward". The word is pronounced 
"Bom-bay"and refers specifically to the furniture style 
pictured on the left. 

Winter Schedule 
Now that we are open for tours on Fl'idays, 

Saturdays and Sundays from 11:00 am to the 2:00 pm last 
tour many volunteers have changed their schedules to 
adapt to the new hours. We still have some vacancies we 
need to fill on our weekly schedule, if you can help out. 

We need VIP on Fridays at 1:00 pm and 
2:00pm, every other Saturday at 11:00 am, and every 
Saturday at 12:00 & 1:00 pill. On Sundays we need a VIP 
docent at 12:00, 1:00 & 2:00 pm. HELP!! 

We need docents for the regular tour on Saturdays 
. at 11:00 am, every other Saturday at 12:00, and every 

Saturday at 1:30 pm. On Sundays we need help for the 
1:30 regular tour. 

Currently, we have 19 volunteers on a regular 
schedule filling all the remaining tours this winter, and 3 
Museum Shop volunteers covering Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

We appreciate all the on-call volunteers who can fill 
in as substitutes, or come during the week or in the 
evenings for special group tours. 

H you want to learn the VIP tour, please call me at 
726-8918. We waI It'ain you and PUL you Lo work as soon 
as you are ready! 



Round table in 
living room used to 
be in front of 
windows. 

Memories 
(From Christmas Memories with Recipes, by 

Beatrice Ojakangas, Published by Farrar, Straus & 
Giroux, New York, 1988) 

In the early 1900's, Duluth had more millionaires 
per capita than any other city in the country. They made 
their money as executives and owners in the iron ore and 
timber industries, shipping, and the railroad. 

The Congdons were one of these families. Their 
home, nestled on the shore of Lake Superior, was named 
Glensheen. A Christmas tea was always scheduled there 
for the middle of Decemher, setting the cooks and helpers 
in the house into a swirl of busyness and creativity. 

The tea was served in the living room of the 
mansion on a big round table with a cloth that went to the 
floor. Decorations were purposely made from simple and 

natural ingredients - pine boughs and pink carnations 
arranged on a polished silver tray, cedar branches on sills 
of lead glass windows, simple and tasteful handmade 



This newsletter is 
made possible by 
the support of the 
Minnesota 
Humanities 
Commission in 
cooperation with 
the National 
Endowment for the 
Humanities and 
the Minnesota 
S tate Legislature. 

Written and 
edited by 
Rachael Martin 

garlands over many fireplaces. The whole house was filled 
with a fragrant Christmas mood. Nothing was to he 
overdone, after all; the Congdons believed that with 
weaith comes responsihiiity not to Haunt it. 

When Vera Dunbar, the personal secretary to one 
of the Congdons, came home with a three-tiered German 

that revolved when candles were lit, it was the hit 
of the household. It was added to a growing collection of 

from many countries in the world. 
Christmas dinner was served at 2:00 on Christmas 

Day. The centerpiece as a roast, ordered by the cook, 
who had called the meat man and asked him to take the 
"best roast beef out of the vault". Besides the beef, 
roasted, Christmas dinner included Yorkshire pudding 
and gravy, vegetables that had been grown in the 
Congdon's garden, and mashed potatoes. Plum pudding 
and mince pies were served for dessert. 

Later on in the evening, the 'I.extended family" was 
invited for a holiday supper and there were lots of people. 
It was served buffet style. Guests started with Glensheen 
wassail, followed by a buffet of turkey, vegetables, 
cranberry mold, mince pies, cheese, fresh fruit and coffee. 

GLENSHEEN WASSAIL 
2 cups sugar 
2 tablespoons chopped crystalized ginger 
4 whole allspice 
12 whole cloves 
2 cups fresh orange juice 
2 cups fresh lemon juice 
2 quarts apple cider 
Thin orange slices for garnish 
MAKES 20 SERVINGS, 6 OUNCES EACH 
In a large pot combine the sugar with 4 cups of 

water, the ginger, allspice, and cloves. Heat to simmering, 
stirring until the sugar is completely dissolved. Remove 
from the heat and allow to stand until ready to serve. Just 
before serving add the orange juice, lemon juice, and 
apple cider and reheat to serving temperature. Garnish 
with a few slices of orange with the rind on. Ladle hot 
wassail into punch cups. 



Calendar of Events 

Dec 1,2,4,6,8,9, 11, 13, 15, 16, 18,20 - Christmas Brunches, sclf.g-uided tour at 
9:30 am, brunch at 10: 15 - we need hosts & hostesses, please sign up! 

Dec 6, Thursday - "Volunteer Night''' Volunteer Council meeting & Attic Tour, 
Recreation Room, 6:15 pm, all Volunteers welcome! Please call to sign up. 

Dec 24 & 25, Monday & Tuesday * Giensheen closed 
Jan 1, Tuesday - Glensheen closed 

Volunteer Office 
Glensheen 
3300 London Road 
Duluth, MN 55804 


