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From Glensheen's Volunteer Office October 2001 

WELCOME NEW 
VOLUNTEERS: 

Katie Katoski 
Jessica 

Nordstrom 

Se far this year, we 
have recruited 57 
new Volunteers! 

Call the 
Volunteer 
Office to . slgn up 
now! 
726-8918 

120th Anniversary 
On Saturday, September 29 t

\ Glensheen celebrates 
the Congdon's 120th Wedding Anniversary. Chester 
Adgate Congdon & Clara Hesperia Bannister were 
married in Syracuse, New York, on September 29,1881. 

We will commemorate the special day by having all 
tours exit through the Winter Garden, where we will have 
complimentary light refreshments, and Wedding 
Anniversary mementoes for everyone. We'll also have a 
photo album of recent weddings held at Glensheen for 
people to look at. So, you can see we are looking for 
volunteers to help us that day in the Winter Garden! 
Please call to sign up if you can help for a while. 

In addition, we are planning a special Wedding 
Anniversary Dinner in the evening. The dinner would 
begin with a tour of the new exhibit, the "Congdon Family 
Silver". This new exhibit revolves around the wedding 
anniversary theme and gives information about all the 
Congdon family weddings. You can also see, we need 
volunteers to help give tours and be hostesses for the 
special Wedding Anniversary Dinner! 

Please call if you can help with these events on 
Saturday, September 29th. 

Christmas Decorating 
The Head Christmas Elf, Joy Fon, tells us it is not 

too soon to start thinking about Christmas. 
She has set aside a day just for volunteers to help 

with Christmas decorating. Mark your calendars for 
Tuesday, November 13 t

\ from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
Bring your lunch and join the decorating party! 

Look for the sign up sheet in the Volunteer Office. 



THANK YOU 2001 
LIVING 
HISTORY 
VOLUNTEERSl 

1. Matthew 0 - was 
Thadlones in the 
Library 
2. Tyler 0 - was 
Reginald in the 
Billiards Room 
3. DanK - was 
Cornelius in the Den 
4. Ashley B - was 
Amanda the maid in 
the Staff area 
5. Katherine C - was 
Anna the maid in the 
Living Room 
6. Richelle C - was 
Amanda the maid in 
the Staff Area 
7. Liz J - was Anna 
the maid in the Living 
Room 
8. Dan L - was Thad 
lanes in the Library 
9. Carly B - was 
Amanda the maid in 
the Staff area 
10. BeckyH - was 
Amanda the maid in 
the Staff Area 
11. Hannah S - was 
Amanda the maid in 
te Staff Area 
12. MaryJeanL - was 
Mrs. Hibbard in the 
Library 
13. Zac W - was 
Cornelius in the Sun 
Room 
14. David K - was 
Thadlones in the 
Library 

Volunteer Council 
At the September Glensheen Volunteer Council 

meeting, Jane Sommerfeld was welcomed as a new 
member. 

Treasurer, Marie Walczak, reported that we made 
a total of $200.75 at our Bake & Plant Sale booth at the 
Festival of Fine Arts & Crafts on August 18th

• Thank you 
to all who helped bake and bring plants, and to the 
volunteers who staffed the volunteer booth that day! 

The Council will spend $115 to update our 
Volunteer Memorial plaque, which hangs in the Volunteer 
Office, and to purchase a new one for additional names of 
Volunteers who have passed away. We have found the 
date of death of 20 volunteers, but we still are looking for 
the date of death of these two Glensheen volunteers: Amy 
Von and Evelyn Powell. If you can help us with this 
information, we can proceed with having the Memorial 
Plaques completed. Just call the Volunteer Office at 726-
8918. 

We also learned at the meeting that volunteers have 
contributed $84.25 toward our Adopt-a-Room project of 
restoring the Reception Room. The donation box is in the 
Volunteer Office if you wish to contribute. 

The Council voted to change the by-laws so that 
members could serve a maximum of 6 years instead of the 
former 3 years. The change allows members to serve a 
total of 2 three year terms if they wish. 

Another decision of the Council was to combine the 
Council Meetings and the monthly Volunteer Meetings 
into the same night. This will open the Council meetings 
up to any interested volunteers, then we will have our 
program after the meeting. We will start this combined 
effort on Thursday, October 4th. We will begin with the 
Council Meeting at 6:15 pm, and have the program at 7:30 
pm. We will conclude by 8:30 pm. 

Hope to see you at the October 4th Volunteer 
Council Meeting and Program. Bill Miller will give us a 
tour of restored rooms and those needing restoration. 



Chester 
Congdon's 
parents, 
Sylvester 
Laurentius 
Congdon & 
Laura Adgate 
Congdon 

EDUCATIONAL 
INSERT 
Congdon Genealogy 
(From the book A History of My People and Yours by 
Claud Nelson McMillan, privately printed in 1956) 

THE CONGDON RECORD - The first record we 
find of the Congdon family is through one Benjamine 
Congdon ... b. 1650, d. June 1718, m. Elizabeth Albro ... Sep 
20, 1671 he bought of William Brenton, Benedict Arnold 
&c, 230 acres in Naragansett, near Pettacomscott, (Rhode 
Island) but he did not move thence for some years ... 

He and his wife are buried in the Congdon burial 
ground at Congdon Hill, near Wickford ... "The Old 
Congdon burying ground at Congdon Hill, near Wickford, 
contains the grave of this ancestor of the race in America, 
and the graves of his wife and many descendants. There 
is a tradition with some of Benjamine Congdon's 
descendants that he coma to this country with a brother, 
John who settled in New Jersey, and that their father's 
name was John, and that he married the daughter of the 
Earl of Pembroke. In support of this it is claimed that 
Benjamine's birthplace was in Pembrokshire, Wales, near 
St. David's. There seems, however, nothing clear nor 
definite in this tradition, and the coat-of-arms claimed for 
the family bears the following inscription: 4The ancient 
family of Congdon of Willerby in Yorkshire, descended 
out of Wales, now of Rhode Island, Anno Domini 1811,' 
thus implying a departure from Wales into Yorkshire of a 
branch of the family." 

... J ohn Congdon, second son of Benjamine 
Congdon and Elizabeth Albro. Do not have his birthdate. 
Married Mary Smith, daughter of J erimiah and Mary 
(Gereardy) Smith. He was at Kings Towne, R. I., May 17, 
1710, where he and others bought 2,000 acres of the 
vacant lands in N aragansett. He was connected, with his 



WHOBEGAT 
WHO? 

Benjamine 
Father oJ 

John 
Father oj 

John,Jr. 
Father oj 

John III 
Father oj 

Hannibal 
Father oj 

Sylvester 
Laurentus 
Father oJ 

Chester Adgate 
Congdon 

mother as executor of his father's will, and settled the 
estate. It is presumed that he left Rhode Island after his 
father's death, and with his family removed to 
Connecticut. His children were all horn in Rhode 
Island ... 

John Congdon, Jr., h. May 7,1705, son of John and 
Mary (Smith) Congdon, h. at North Kingston, R. I. He 
"m. 1735, Mehitable Gardner ... " We do not know the 
date of death of Mehitahle Garnder-Congdon, hut it was 
suhsequent to 1743, as John Congdon married 2nd 

Ruth ... The children of this second marriage to Ruth, were 
Sila, h. ahout 1746, ... Timothy Congdon, h. 17 48, John 
Congdon III, b. Mar. 17,1750 ... 

(J ohn Congdon III) His children were: 
1. John Benoni, h. Feh 14, 1772; 
2. Oliver Cromwell, h. Mar 1, 1775, d. Apr 5, 

1775; 
3. Oliver Cromwell, h. Aug 14, 1776; 
4. Eunice T., h July 7, 1778; 
5. Hannihal, b. Nov 5, 1781, d. Dec 13, 1787; 
6. Lima, h. May 1, 1784, d. Dec 15, 1787; 
7. Sophia, b. Jan 2 1786, d. Nov 5, 1797; 
8. Lima, b. Jan 22,1788, d. Sep 13, 1863; 
9. Helena, h. Jan 22,1790; 
10. Hannibal, b. Dec 25, 1792; 
11. Sila, h. Jan 22,1795; 

... 10. Hannibal Congdon, h. Dec 25, 1792, at 
Amenia, Dutchess Co., N. Y .... His children were: i. 
Sophia Salima, ii. Sarah Eliza, iii. Sylvester Laurentus, iv. 
Mary Satchwell, v. Hannah Jane ... 

ii. Sylvester Laurentus Congdon, son of Hannibal 
and Mary Satchwell-Congdon, was horn Jan 26, 1826, at 
Rhineland, Dutchess County, New York. Married Laura 
Jane Adgate, July 11, 1852, at Lodi, New York, hy the 
Rev. J. M. Brown. She was horn Nov 11,1828, in 
Bethany, New York. He was a minister in the Methodist 
Church, and preached all over Northern New York, one 
of his larger charges heing Rochester and Corning, where 
he died May 27,1868, aged 42 years, 4 months, 1 day, 
having worn himseH out in the service of his church. 



Betsy McClaire 
keeps your 
name tags straight 
every week. 

Thany You, Betsy! 

Mo t ly e ng 
SEPTEMBER - Thirteen people attended the 

September meeting on Thursday, September 13 t
\ which 

featured a Sneak Preview of the new exhibit "Congdon 
Family Silver". 

We started in the Winter Garden of the IVIain 
House with introductions, while enjoying the cookies 
brought by Diane Shusta and Maripat Higgins. We had a 
special guest, Ruby Thomas, who loaned us the Sterling 
silver dessert flatware that Mrs. Congdon gave as a 

, wedding present to her mother, who was a maid at 
Glensheen. You can see a picture of Ruby's mother and 
the flatware from 1922 in the exhibit case by the Billiards 
Room. 

Then we learned a little about Silver in general, 
and took a tour of the new exhibit "Congdon Family 
Silver". 

OCTOBER - The October Monthly Meeting, and all 
future Monthly Meetings, will be held in conjunction with 
the Volunteer Council Meetings the first Thursday of each 
month. We will call the combined meetings, Volunteer 
Night. October 4th is the next meeting, with the Volunteer 
Council Meeting starting at 6:15 pm, and the program 
following at 7:30 pm. 

Our speaker will be Bill Miller, the Director of 
Glensheen, who will give us a tour of the Adopt-a-Room 
restoration project. We will view work that has already 
been completed, and see the areas where work will begin 
soon. 

IT you can come to the October Volunteer Night, 
please sign up in the Volunteer Office or call us at 726-
8918 to sign up. Hope to see you there! 

LEARNING CURVE 

Here are some great truths children learn 
about life: 

1. No matter how hard you try, you can't 
baptize cats. 

2. When your mom is mad at your dad, don't let her brush your 
hair. 

3. You can't trust dogs to watch your food. 
4. The best place to be when you're sad is in Grandma's lap. 

- Quoted by LEE WALBURN in Atlanla 

FILLERS ILLUSTRATED BY JAMES MCMULLAN 



Thank You to 
all these people 
who helped with 
the Silver 
Exhibit: 

Jeff& the 
Housekeeping 
Staff - polished 
Mosque Lamps, 
Lights in 
Library, & 
other silver . pzeces 

Joyce & Bud 
Boman-
polished a lot 

Joy Fon-
polished 
andirons in 
Walter's Room 

Katie Miller -
helped polish 

Cecelia Riehl-
polished silver 
& did research 

JohnDolen-
research 

AnneH - did 
exhibit cases 

About Silver 
At the last Volunteer meeting we learned more 

about silver, so we could better explain the new exhibit, 
the "Congdon Family Silver". 

PURE SILVER - Both silver and gold in their pure 
form are too soft to be made, or "wrought", into useful 
objects, so they are combined with other metals to give 
them hardness. 

ALLOY - The combination of 2 or more metals. 
Comes from the French "a la loi'" meaning "according to 
the law". 

STERLING - The minimum permitted standard for 
silver in Britain, established in 1300, 92.5% pure silver . 
(Stamped on the piece as 925/100.) The name comes from 
either Starling, a picture of a star on old coins, or 
Easterling, a term for Germans from the east who 
regulated the fineness of coins in the 12th Century. 

EUROPEAN SILVER - Silver made in Europe 
which is at least 80% pure. Stamped on piece as 
814/1000, for example. 

ENGLISH SILVER - Refers to all types of silver 
made in England, as opposed to being made in America, 
France, or other countries. 

BRITANNIA SILVER - Silver made between 1697 
and 1719, which was more pure that Sterling silver. It 
was 95.84% pure. 

SILVER PLATE - A layer of pure silver applied to 
a base metal core, which is usually copper or nickel. 

PLATE - A generic term for all wrought silver, 
which comes from the Spanish word, "plata", meaning 
"silver" . 

ELECTROPLATE - A method of silverplating 
through a process of electrolysis, started in th1840. 

CONCLUSION - Almost all the silver at Glensheen 
is electroplate, or silverplate after the date of 1840. The 
only English Silver is the trim around the hearth of the 
fireplaces in the Dining Room and Blue Bedroom. 
English Silver is not more pure than Sterling Silver. 



This newsletter 
is made possible 
by the support 
of the Minnesota 
Humanities 
Commission in 
cooperation 
with the 
National 
Endowment for 
the Humanities 
and the 
Minnesota State 
Legislature. 

Written and 
edited by 
Rachael Martin 

Learn the VIP Tour 
We need more Docents who can give VIP tours. 

Our sales have increased, which is wonderful, but our 
number of people trained to do VIP tours has not 
increased. So we need help! 

A training session for learning the VIP tour is 
scheduled for Thursday, November 1, at 4:00 pm. We 
picked 4:00 pm, so students can come after school. We 
also picked Thursday, November rt, because that is the 
regular night for the Volunteer Council at 6: 15 pm. 

So, in our effort to combine learning experiences 
and Council Meetings, we combined them both into the 
same night. We will serve a pot-luck supper around 6:00 
pm, before the Council Meeting. 

H you already are a Docent for the Regular tour, 
you qualify to become a VIP Docent. 

Please sign up if you can come to the Volunteer 
Night on November rt, starting at 4:00 pm with VIP tour 
training! 

Book Club Starts 
Last Winter we started a Book Club for Volunteers 

who wanted to learn more about the Congdon family and 
Glensheen. We read Roy Hoover's biography of Chester 
Congdon. 

When we finished the book, we decided to start up 
again this fall and read Chester Congdon's book, Pactfic 
Panorama, about his tour of the Orient. 

We will have our first meeting on Friday, October 
12, at 9:00 am in the Winter Garden. We will decide the 
best day, time, and frequency of meetings, at this first 
meeting. H you are interested in joining the Book Club 
for volunteers, please sign up in the Volunteer Office. H 
you can't come for the first meeting, but want to 
participate, please let Rachael or Anne know what days 
and times are good for you and we will bring that 
information to the first meeting. 



Calendar of Events 
Sat Sep 29 - Anniversary Party all day & Dinner 7:00 pm, need help! 
Thu, Oct 4 - Volunteer Night, Council Meeting & Program, 6:15 pm, all volunteers 

welcome! Please sign up. 
Fri, Oct 12 - Book Club starts, in Winter Garden, 9:00 am, Please join us! 
Thu, Nov 1 - Volunteer Night, VIP Tour Training & Council Meeting, 4:00 pm, 

Please come, we need more VIP Docents! 
Tues, Nov 13 - Volunteer Christmas Decorating Day, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm, Sign up! 
Mon, Nov 26 - Christmas Open House, Premiere for Volunteers & Guests, time tha. 

Volunteer Office 
Glensheen 
3300 London Road 
Duluth, MN 55804 



The Pineapple: A nine-story-high garnish. 

he Pineapple" 
In 1777 the fourth Earl of Dunmore (and a former 

governor of Virginia) took the a symbol of 
hospitality and homecoming, to eccentric extremes when 
he added one as a nine-story-high dome atop his garden 
pavilion. One of the most fanciful buildings in Scotland, 
The Pineapple delights virtually every visitor. "What a 
folly staying for only three nights," one guest wrote in a 
logbook. "Farewell, old fruit," bid another. 

(Excerpt from a Tips" article in The 
Rotarian, July 2001.) 

Fav ile Vase 
Favrile is the name L. C. Tiffany gave his iridescent 

glassware. This Favrile floriform piece (c. 1895-1905), 
shaped like a tulip, is a quintessential Tiffany vase that 
makes use of lime-green, yellow, and very rare pink. 

According to American Antique Glass (Golden 
Press, New York) "Favrile is distinguished in Tiffany's 
own words by 'certain remarkable shapes and brilliant or 
deeply toned colors, usually iridescent like the wings of 
butterflies ... or of beetles.' It was made in a wide range of 
bowls and vases, as well as in trays, cigarette boxes, toilet 
boxes, bonbonnieres, lamp shades, lamps, and other 
decorative pieces. Each of the thousands of pieces created 
is unique." 

Glensheen's light fixtures made by the Caldwell 
Company of Philadelphia, include many with art glass 
made by the Quezal Art Glass and Decorating Company 
which is similar to Tiffany's Favrile Glass. Look for these 
lights in the main entrance and first floor the 
reception room, the library alcove, the master bedroom 
and dressing room, and the grey bedroom. 

To read more about the Quezal Art Glass and 
Decorating Company, see page 61 of your Volunteer 
Manual. 



Helen's Grey 
Bedroom has 
Art Nouveau 
style 
decorations 
found in the 
woodwork, light 
fixtures, 
original bamboo 
wallpaper, and 
the legs of the 
bed, tables, and 
dressers. 

Art Nouveau 
Organic and restless shapes, embodied by curved 

and straight lines - sometimes symmetrical, often 
asymmetrical, but always perfectly balanced - form the 
essence of Art Nouveau. Natural forms stylized to their 
abstract ultimate: sinuous plant forms, a delicate 
interlacing of vegetation, an obsession with flowers and the 
elegant peacock are all hallmarks of this short-lived 
period ... 

The first tentative gestures of the Art Nouveau 
movement were made in the mid-1800's in England and 
spread steadily to Europe where the movement reached its 
zenith for a brief twenty years, from about 1890 to 1910. 

Artists and craftsmen of the time were seeing the 
results of the Industrial Revolution and an increasingly 
mechanized society. It had become all too easy for a 
machine or assembly line to reproduce objects that 
formerly had been hand-wrought with care and thought 
and love. 

Many artists became disgusted with imitative art 
and the machine which seemed to have cheapened and 
vulgarized everything. They wanted to return to 
craftsmanship, quality, simplicity, and nature. Arts and 
Crafts Guilds and Societies began springing up everywhere 
to preserve and carryon the tradition of skilled artistry 
and fine craftsmanship. 

The individual Art Nouveau artist became adept at 
creating and designing furniture, tapestries, wallpaper, 
fabrics, pottery and glassware, silverware, and jewelry, as 
well as paintings and sculpture. 

This diversification included architecture and 
interior decoration. Everything was to be handcrafted 
and all had to be objects of beauty and use. 

All the various countries felt the influence of Art 
N ouveati, but Paris became the center of the movement, 
developing some of the most sophisticated and inspired 
examples of Art Nouveau artistry and also some of the 
most eccentric and bizarre. 



Reads a "lot of various things" - biography - history 
- thinks there is nothing like a good exciting adventure 
story to induce a night of dreamless sleep - owns a 
valuable collection of books on home decoration, many of 
which are now out of print. 

He thoroughly enjoys his work - likes creating 
beautiful things - both for the joy they give others, and his 
own feeling that he is making a lasting contribution to the 
world. 


