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From Glensheen's Volunteer Office June 2001 

ADDITIONAL 
APRIL 
VOLUNTEERS: 
Nicolle Breiman 
Laura Haynes 
Derek Krivinchuk 

WELCOME NEW 
MAY 
VOLUNTEERS: 
Christine Lone 
Ruth McGaffrey 
Ashley Balaich 
Brenda Beard 
Carly Burnham 
Ashley Cameron 
Katheryn Cashman 
Richelle Caya 
Leah Dudderar 
Ana Grossman 
Liz Jennings 
Dan Kelfeld 
Dan Levar 
Amber Looker 
Hannah McIntire 
Katie Miller 
Matthew Overby 
Tyler Overby 
Emily Skurla 
Michael Tierney 
Gina Yee 

New Volunteers 
Our annual Spring Training in May brought in 18 

new Volunteers, adding to the 23 already trained this year. 
In addition to new Volunteers, current Volunteers, 
Security Attendants, and staff attended the training 
sessions to learn more about Glensheen and their work 
here. 

In the first training session, 32 people got 
acquainted, took a tour of Glensheen, and received basic 
orientation. 

In the second session, 29 people were trained in 
emergency procedures: finding fire extinguishers, first aid 
kits, sickness bags, bathrooms that work, chairs you can 
sit on, flashlights, and water. The Lakeside fire hall sent a 
truck and two firemen to let us practice using a fire 
extinguisher on a fire in the parking lot. 

The third session had 35 people taking a sneak 
preview of our new summer exhibit, "Congdon Family 
Vacations". Then we divided into groups to learn about 
specific jobs at Glensheen. 

In the fourth session, 26 people learned about 
customer service skills from service professional, Marcia 
Doty. 

Thank you everyone for attending and helping 
make this a productive Spring Training at Glensheen. 
Now that Memorial Day weekend has officially signaled 
the start of the summer season, we will need all the trained 
Volunteers, Security Attendants, and staff to carry out the 
world 

CALL 726-8918 TO SIGN UP NOW! 



Library - Congdon 
books about Egypt 
and wooden 
offering plate from 
Jerusalem -
Congdon family 
traveled to Holy 
Lands in 1905. 
Egyptian souvenirs 
include mosque 
lamps and incense 
burner from 
Karnak. 

Blue Room-
Suitcases and 
handkerchief 
holder - Marjorie 
spent summer of 
1915 in Sauk 
Rapids, MN, as 
substitute teacher 
for a friend. 

Dressing Room -
Suitcases 
monogrammed 
CBCfor Clara 
Bannister 
Congdon and 
Chester Congdon's 
swimsuit, same as 
in 1902 photo. 

EDUCATIONAL 
INSERT 
"A Closer 

The Lecture series which accompanied our Carpet 
exhibit finished up with two excellent presentations on 
Caucasian carpets and on Turkmenistan carpets. 

Wally Niss presented the lecture on Caucasian 
carpets on April 7 to an audience of 12 people. He 
explained how he got interested in Caucasian rugs. The 
graphics and colors are interesting because they are very 
geometric. Other Oriental carpets are more curvilinear in 
design, more Arabesque, while Caucasian rugs have animal 
or bird shape designs. 

The Caucasian region is a mountainous area 
between the Black and the Caspian Seas, which includes 
Armenia, Georgia, and Aberbaijan. 

Wally showed us many of the Caucasian carpets he 
collected from the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
The Bakara piece had twisted fringe and the Shiraz was 
lightweight, pliable and easy to transport. All the 
Caucasians had bright colors of red, blue, and white with 
predictable borders or guards. 

Wally also brought from his collection about 
Caucasian rugs. He recommends The Illustrated World 
Buyers Guide by Janice Summers, which is a general 
survey that identifies rugs by area. 

On April 21, Mike Robinson spoke to an audience of 
11 people about Turkmenistan carpets. Mike had a 
point presentation to show us slides of Turkmenistan. 
First he showed us a map of Turkmenistan, just east of the 
Caspian Sea. The country is desert-like with mountains, 
rivers, nomads, and now cities in a region which used to be 
part of the Soviet Union. The USSR wanted to grow cotton 
there, so they diverted water for irrigation. 



Pink Room-
Suitcase 
monogrammed 
EMC for Elisabeth 
Mannering 
Congdon. Girl's 
swimsuit and 
pennant from 
Dana Hall in 
Wellesley, Mass., 
where all 3 girls 
went to boarding 
school. 

Grey Room-
Suitcase and 
pennant from a 
Minnesota girl's 
camp. In 1915, 
Helen Elisabeth 
and Mrs. Congdon 
went to Arizona, 
California, and 
Yakima. Two 
small pitchers 
from Mexico. 

The Congdon 
Caucasian rug 
was originally in 
the Breakfast 
Room. 

Turkmenistan used to be on the Silk Route? and 
they still import silkworms to make silk clothing. Only 
about 4?OOO tourists a year visit Turkmenistan. 

Mike and his wife served in the Peace Corps and 
lived there for over two years. His slides showed the 
dances? traditional dress? and national flag. He brought a 
Turkmenistan flag with the 5 gul design on it. Each gul 
design represents one of the 5 main tribes. The Tekke 
tribe is the main tribe? making the Bukura carpets. They 
use both an upright and a floor loom. 

Other slides showed the Tolkuchka? the big bazaar? 
where felt rugs called Khashma? are sold. We also viewed 
a Yurt? or foldable tent home? and the Soviet apartment 
buildings or compounds that were recently built. Other 
slides showed a tomdoor? an oven for making Chorek, 
which is Turkmen bread. 

A statue of Lenin is surrounded with tiles made in 
the patterns of the traditional carpets. 

Mike also brought numerous carpets and rugs made 
recently in Turkmenistan? including the felt Khashma 
style. They are all for sale to raise funds to bring a 
Turkmenistan student to study in the US. 

Both Mike and Wallis lectures were filled with 
many examples and details which helped us identify the 
differences and similarities of the Caucasian and 
Turkmenistan styles. 



Maid's Room-
Suitcase and 
basketfrom 
Yakima. Servants 

. often traveled with 
Congdons to staff 
their homes in 
Yakima, Arizona 
or on the Brule. 

Cook's Room-
Suitcase shows 
that the cook 
traveled with 
Congdons. 

Kitchen - Cookie 
cutter souvenir 
from Germany. 

Dining Room - The 
painting, A River 
Near Tunis, 
similar scenery to 
Congdon's 
vacation in Holy 
Lands in 1905. 

Billiards Room -
Navajo rugs, 
Indian baskets, & 
grinding stone are 
souvenirs from AZ. 
Congdons' books 
on Grand Canyon 
and Southwest 
Indians. 

Exhibit Cases -
Souvenirs of their 
vacations. 

Monthly Meeting 
On April 30, Roy Hoover presented the Volunteer's 

Monthly Meeting hosted by the Docent Volunteer Council. 
Hoover, author of the biography of Chester 

Congdon, said that Congdon was a man of many talents, 
who practiced them all at the same time. Because of 
Congdon's many activities, it was hard for Hoover to write 
the book chronologically, so he divided the chapters by 
Congdon's various activities. 

First, Hoover began the book with Congdon's 
background. Congdon's ancestors came from England, 
and he was raised in the Finger Lakes area of New York 
state. That area was active with religious revivalism, and 
Congdon went to a Methodist prep school. 

Hoover showed transparencies of family photos 
used in his book, and also a picture of Hoquiam, 
Washington, which Chester Congdon developed. Today 
the town looks a lot like it did when Congdon built it. 
When Congdon built Westhome in Yakima it was planned 
as a summer home. 

Hoover said that Congdon made his money buying 
leases on the Misabe Range. In Arizona, he added to his 
fortune with mines at Bisbee. 

Congdon then became involved with the state 
legislature. In 1909 he fought against the tonnage tax and 
won. In 1911 he fought for redistricting and lost. 

One of Mr. Congdon's virtues was loyalty. He was 
infuriated with Teddy Roosevelt for splitting the 
Republican party in 1912. In 1916 he went to St. Paul to 
celebrate what he thought would be a Republican victory 
for Charles Evans Hughes as President, but Woodrow 
Wilson won re-election instead. Congdon died in St. Paul 
on that trip. 

Hoover addressed how to evaluate Congdon. He 
was politically looking for a new base, in many ways was a 
progressive. But above all he was a devoted family man. 

Mterwords, we had Marie Walczak's delicious 
Congo bars. 



Pink Room-
Suitcase 
monogrammed 
EMC for Elisabeth 
Mannering 
Congdon. Girl's 
swimsuit and 
pennant from 
Dana Hall in 
Wellesley, Mass., 
where all 3 girls 
went to boarding 
school. 

Grey Room-
Suitcase and 
pennant from a 
Minnesota girl's 
camp. In 1915, 
Helen Elisabeth 
and Mrs. Congdon 
went to Arizona, 
California, and 
Yakima. Two 
small pitchers 
from Mexico. 

The Congdon 
Caucasian rug 
was originally in 
the Breakfast 
Room. 

Turkmenistan used to be on the Silk Route, and 
they still import silkworms to make silk clothing. Only 
about 4,000 tourists a year visit Turkmenistan. 

Mike and his wife served in the Peace Corps and 
lived there for over two years. His slides showed the 
dances, traditional dress, and national flag. He brought a 
Turkmenistan flag with the 5 gul design on it. Each gul 
design represents one of the 5 main tribes. The Tekke 
tribe is the main tribe, making the Bukura carpets. They 
use both an upright and a floor loom. 

Other slides showed the Tolkuchka, the big bazaar, 
where felt rugs called Khashma, are sold. We also viewed 
a Yurt, or foldable tent home, and the Soviet apartment 
buildings or compounds that were recently built. Other 
slides showed a tomdoor, an oven for making Chorek, 
which is Turkmen bread. 

A statue of Lenin is surrounded with tiles made in 
the patterns of the traditional carpets. 

Mike also brought numerous carpets and rugs made 
recently in Turkmenistan, including the felt Khashma 
style. They are all for sale to raise funds to bring a 
Turkmenistan student to study in the US. 

Both Milce and Wally's lectures were filled with 
many examples and details which helped us identify the 
differences and similarities of the Caucasian and 
Turkmenistan styles. 



Edward's Room-
Graham pennant, 
suitcase and 
clothes, and 
boomerang, a 
souvenir of Mr. 
Congdon's 1914 
Far East tour. In 
July 1915 Edward 
and Robert 
traveled to San 
Diego and San 
Francisco for the 
World's 
Expositions. 

Lounge - Army 
cots, tent, tent 
poles, camping 
lantern and 
pennant from 
Camp Miller, a 
boy's YMCA camp. 
Photo of Mr. 
Congdon camping 
in Baja, 
California. 

If Volunteers 
would like a print 
of Ericson's Winter 
Landscape, more 
copies are available 
for sale in the 
Museum Shop. 
Remember to ask 
for your 10% 
discount 

Ericson Tour 
Volunteers from Glensheen and Tweed were treated 

to a Volunteer Appreciation Day on April 24. We went on 
a tour of David Ericson paintings throughout Duluth. 

We started at Glensheen where 7 Ericson paintings 
are located in various rooms. Then we drove to Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church to view the huge altar painting by 
Ericson, the Ascension. From there we went to St. 
George's Serbian Orthodox Church in Gary to see over 20 
Ericson paintings on and around the altar screen, called 
an iconistas, or a screen of icons. Next we traveled to a 
private home on east 1 sl street to view the large Ericson 
painting, Winter Landscape. We ended up at Tweed for 
refreshments and a viewing of their Ericson paintings, and 
to meet Tiss Underdahl who brought her Ericson painting 
of horses from home for us to look at. 

As a thank you to Volunteers, everyone was 
presented with their own copy of a print of Ericson's, 
Winter Landscape, which we had seen in the original 
earlier. 

-----
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Walter's Room-
Suitcase and 
clothes. Painting 
of Maori woman, 
boomerang, straw 
fan, & dragon 
pennant from Mr. 
Congdon's 1914 
Far East tour. 
Indian baskets. In 
1915, Walter lived 
in Coleraine, MN 
with his wife. 
They traveled to 
Duluth often. 

Alfred's Room -
Suitcase and 
clothes. 

Attic - Camping 
chairs, army cot, 
tent stakes. 

ALL THE 
CLOTHING & 
EVERYTHING 
IN THIS 
EXHIBIT 
BELONGED TO 
THE 
CONGDON 
FAMILY. 

"CONGDON 
FAMILY 
VACATIONS" 
continues thru 
Labor Day. 

Diane Joins Council 
At the May Docent Volunteer Council meeting, 

Diane Shusta was voted in as a new member to fill the 
vacancy left by Helen Y oungstrand. Congratulations, 
Diane! 

The current 12 members of the Council include: 

1. Maripat Higgins, President (to Jan 2002) 
2. Suzanne Hargis, Vice Pres. (to Jan 2002) 
3. Lois Maine, Secretary (to Jan 2003) 
4. Marie Walczak, Treasurer (to Jan 2002) 
5. Audrey Elnes (to Jan 2002) 
6. Pearl E. Johnson (to Jan 2002) 
7. Pearl M. Johnson (to Jan 2002) 
8. Deanna IGmber (to Jan 2003) 
9. Fran Lamberson (to Jan 2002) 
10. Barb Romano-Hogg (to Jan 2002) 
11. Delores Vogel (to Jan 2004) 
12. Diane Shusta New 

Adopt-a-Room 
The Docent Volunteer Council also voted at their 

last meeting to Adopt the Reception Room for restoration. 
This will be open for all Volunteers to contribute so we 
can sponsor the restoration of this room. 

We put a donation box in the Volunteer Office for 
anyone who wishes to make a donation. So far we have 
raised over $60.00! When the Reception Room is restored 
we will have a plaque that states "Restored by Glensheen 
Volunteers". And hopefully, we'll have a big event for 
Volunteers to celebrate our sponsorship!! 



Diane Shusta poses with 

Maripat Higgins, who holds 
the certificate she received 

as Nominee for Woman of 
the Year at the 2001 Port 
Cities Luncheon. 

Can you identify the people 
in the photograph below? 

It was taken on a Volunteer 
Field Trip to Old Fort William 
in Thunder Bay, year unknown. 

I see Joy F on, Pat Browman, 
Dan McClelland, Mary Evans, 

Mary Tonkin, Jane Sommerfeld, 
Ev Frazier, and Darlene Johnson. 



This 
biographical 
sketch of Alfred 
Bannister was 
sent to us by his 
son, Alfred E. 
Bannister, Jr. 

This newsletter is 
made possible by 
the support of the 
Minnesota 
Humanities 
Commission in 
cooperation with 
the National 
Endowment for the 
Humanities and the 
Minnesota State 
Legislature. 

Written and 
edited by 
Rachael Martin 
& Anne 
Hasskamp 

Alfred E. Bannister 
Alfred Edward Bannister (1890-1951)was a nephew of 

Clara and Chester Congdon. As an 8 year old boy, in 1898 
Alfred came from California to live with the Congdon family 
in their Duluth home on 1509 E. Superior Street. He moved 
with the family to Glensheen in 1908. Alfred's home address 
was 3300 London Road until he moved to Michigan in 1929. 
His room and laboratory at Glensheen remained intact until 
Glensheen was transferred to the U of M. 

Alfred Bannister was born in San Diego on April 16, 
1890 to Edward and Anna Deleval Bannister. Edward 
Bannister was Clara Bannister Congdon's oldest brother. In 
addition to Alfred, Edward and Anna Deleval Bannister had 
two other sons named Charles and Theodore. Charles died 
of measles at the age of 4 in 1892. Alfred's mother died in 
childbirth on April 16, 1894, on the day that Alfred was 4 
years old. 

Alfred and Theodore became orphans in 1897. Their 
father, Edward Bannister, died of pneumonia in Alameda, 
California, in 1897, when Alfred was 7 years old. Five 
months later, in May of 1898, Alfred's brother, Theodore, 
died of spinal memingitis at the age of 4. Sadly, in the first 8 
years of Alfred's life, he lost his entire immediate family - his 
mother, father, and both brothers. 

In 1898, Alfred's aunt and uncle, Clara and Chester 
Congdon, invited him live with them and their 6 children in 
Duluth. Alfred was raised by the Congdons as one of the 
family. Clara and Chester Congdon believed strongly in the 
importance of education, and they supported Alfred in all of 
his educational pursuits. 

In 1909, Alfred Bannister graduated from the Hill 
School for Boys in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, a private 
preparatory school that the Congdon boys, Walter, Ned and 
Robert attended. Alfred graduated from Cornell University 
in mechanical engineering in 1913, and went on to graduate 
studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the 
engineering sciences, class of 1915. 

The story of Alfred Bannister continues next time ...... . 



Calendar of Events 
Thu, June 7 - Docent Volunteer Council meeting, 6:30 pm, Recreation Room 
Tues, June 12 - Chester Congdon born 1853 & Robert Congdon died 1967 
Mon, June 18 - Harry Dudley died 1968 
Thu, June 21 - "Volunteer Vacation" Recognition, 5: 30-7: 30 pm, Winter Garden 
Wed, June 27 - Elisabeth Congdon died 1977 
Wed, July 4 - Concert By The Lake, 6:30-7:30 pm, Living History helpers needed! 

Many former Volunteers and Staffwho have moved out of town 
still wish to receive the Tudor Rozette. We would like to here from them 
and find out how and what they are doing. Please write back Valerie 
Nielsen, Amy Core, Pat Browman, Cory Johnson, Lois !(ranz, Mark 
Schmalz, and Geva Lou Severinson. We miss you!! 

Volunteer Office 
Glensheen 
3300 London Road 
Duluth, MN 55804 



"CONGDON 
FAMILY 
VACATIONS" 
Exhibit 
Reception Room -
Curio cabinet 
contains souvenirs. 

Den - Congdon & 
Syracuse photos -
Congdons traveled 
to new York to 
visit family & 
friends. Painting 
of Yakima -
Congdons traveled 
to their 
"Westhome "often. 
Painting of Brule -
Congdons spent 
summers at their 
home on Brule 
River, WI. 

Living Room -
Book with 
eyeglasses by it is 
Pacific Panorama, 
written by Chester 
Congdon about his 
1914 trip to far 
east. He went with 
2 businessmen and 
sent souvenirs 
home, such as the 
silk embroidery 
picture & 
damascened brass. 

Third New Assistant 
We now have three new Assistants in the Volunteer 

Office! Our third new Assistant is Michelle McMullin, who 
used to volunteer in the Museum Shop. 

Michelle is a college student at Kent State in Ohio 
and is home in Duluth for the summer. She is an 
American History major working on an internship this 
summer. She needs to volunteer 144 hours to complete 
her internship, so you will see Michelle a lot this summer. 

Please welcome Michelle to our Volunteer Office 
team! 

Recognitionin June 
"Volunteer Vacations" is the theme for this year's 

Volunteer Recognition set for Thursday, June 21, from 
5:30 to 7:30 pm. This complements our summer exhibit, 
"Congdon Family Vacations". Volunteers are encouraged 
to wear vacation style clothes: Hawaiian shirts, straw hats 
& visors. Here's your chance to disregard our usual dress 
code for the public and come in shorts, blue jeans, 
sweatshirts & T-shirts that say things on them, and worn 
out athletic shoes! 

Here's what is planned: Volunteers gather at 5:30 
pm at the Volunteer Memorial Garden, around the 
cottonwood stump by the entrance gate. Susanne 
Schuler will present a remembrance for Volunteers who 
have recently passed away. 

Next, we will enter the Winter Garden where 
refreshments will be served. A program will be presented 
by Rachael Martin, portraying the life of Anna Gunhild 
Johanson, a maid who worked at Glensheen in 1916. 

After the program is the Awards Ceremony, where 
outstanding Volunteers will be recognized for their 
achievements. 

Please sign up in the Volunteer Office, or call us at 
726-8918 to sign up for this event. 


