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"HISTORY 
TOURS" 

Rachael will offer 
educational 
historical 
background 
information to 
help with your 
tours. 

October's 
schedule is every 
Tuesday and 
Thursday at 3 :00 
pm. 

Volunteers and 
Secudty 
Attendants are 
encouraged to 
attend. 

We will start in the 
Volunteer Office, 
then go on an 
educational tour. 
Plan on 45 
minutes total! 

Bus Trip to MIA 
By Rachael Martin 

The Glensheen Volunteer Office is offering a Bus 
Tour to the Minneapolis Institute of Arts on Tuesday, 
October 24 to see the traveling exhibit from the 
Smithsonian called "American Impressionism". All 
Volunteer and staff are invited to sign up! 

I thought this would tie in with the exhibit we are 
currently showing at Glensheen called "Changing Colors: 
American Impressionism". The MIA exhibit includes 
several Childe Hassam paintings, so we can learn more 
about the artist whose work is featured in Glensheen's 
dining room. 

I have also invited Tweed Volunteers to join us, and 
have made arrangements with Tweed's Educator, Susan 
Hunman, who used to work at MIA. 

The bus will leave the Glensheen parking lot at 8:00 
am, which will get us to the art institute by 10:30 or so. At 
11:00 am we have a special guided tour arranged by Susan 
Hunman. The tour ends at 12:00 noon, and lunch is on 
your own. You may choose to eat in the MIA restaurant or 
take a bag lunch and eat in the park You are invited to 
look at other MIA exhibits after lunch, then the bus will 
depart at 2:00 pm. This should get us back easily by 5:00 
pm. 

The cost of this excursion is $15.00 per person. 
This covers the cost of the bus only. Both Glensheen and 
Tweed are paying for the cost of admission for this exhibit 
at MIA. 

Please sign up and pay yom' $15.00 in advance, so 
we can reserve your space on the bus. 

P.S. - If you want to see this exhibit and can't go on 
Tues, Oct 24, the U for Seniors is offering a bus trip on 
Friday, October 20. Cal1 Nancy Paisley at 723-8826. 



RSVP at Mall 
By Rachael Martin 

Thank you to Pearl M. Johnson, Betsy McClaire 
and Fran Lamberson for representing Glensheen at Miller 
Hill Mall on Tuesday, September 19, for the RSVP 
Volunteer Fair. 

These 3 Volunteers went above and beyond the call 
of duty to offer to staff the Glensheen table at the mall. 
Their job was to answer questions about Volunteering at 
Glensheen and hand out brochures to recruit Volunteers. 

Can you believe they had four people sign up who 
are interested in becoming new Volunteers! 
Congratulations for all your efforts. 

What is RSVP, you might ask? It stands for Retired 
and Senior Volunteer Program. We have several 
Glensheen Volunteers who have joined RSVP. It entitles 
Volunteers to attend special community activities and 
events, as well as other programs. Ask Rachael if you want 
more information. 

Tal{e a Plant HOllle! 
Check out the Volunteer Office for a variety of 

Glensheen houseplants for sale! We are helping Bill 
reduce the number of live plants which may be damaging 
window sills, original tables and desks in the house. We 
are filling the Breakfast Room with the best of the crop 
and offering the rest for sale. 

Come to select a Glensheen souvenir of your own, 
all of which are priced from 50 cents on up. Proceeds 
from the Plant Sale go to the Volunteer Docent Council for 
projects at Glensheen. 



EDUCATIONAL 
ISERT 
Borghild s Letter 
By Rachael Martin 

We received a letter from Norway from Borghild 
Stafseth Flote, who we wrote about in our last newsletter. 
She sent us an old letter that her mother had received 
from Mrs. Congdon in 1940. The letter is reprinted 
below: 

My dear Serine, 

3300 London Road 
Duluth, Minn 
June 16, 1940 

We hear so little from you. Even Ole seems to have 
no news except a Christmas card. It would be good to 
hear from you & the rest of the family. We often think of 
you and Sigward, and miss him too, tho? Ole is good. 

Are the children well and going to school? They 
are big children now! Miss E's two little girls are not 
babies anymore, and the younger one, Jennifer, is proud 
to say she is going to the Kindergarten next Fall. 

Freda & Lillian are with us, but the nurse-maid 
and Vivienne are leaving soon (sickness & visiting). We 
saw Mrs. Spencer in Long Beach this Spring, but she 
wasn't well, some heart trouble. 

I'm sending you an enclosure to spend for the 
family & yourself & I hope it may do instead of a 
Christmas present. Do tell me if you have any trouble 
cashing it. I hardly lmow how to send safely. It is ahnost 
impossible for me to select presents now, hearing and eyes 
so poor. 

The war has been pretty near you. I hope it left 
you unharmed. We do want a note from you. With best 
regards to all. 

Yours Sincerely, Clara B. Congdon 



AMERICAN 
IMPRESSION· 
1ST ART ON 
EXHIBIT 

1. Living Room -
The Grey Dunes by 
Charles lfl arren 
Eaton 

2. Library - New 
Hampshire, Opus 1 
by Lawrence 
M azzanovich 

3. Blue Room-
Bruges by David 
Ericson 

4. Master Bedroom 
- Boats at Sunset by 
David Ericson 

5. Gold Room -
Tucson Garden & 
New Orleans by 
David Ericson 

6. Grey Room - St. 
Mark's in Venice 
by David Ericson 

WesthoIne caretal{ers 
visit Glensheen 
by Samantha Smith 

On September 27 the former caretakers of the 
Congdon's Yaldma, Washington house 
visited Glensheen. Betty Bjork took them on the regular 
house tour and they toured the rest of the estate with Dan 
McClelland and Donna McDonald. Dan and Donna asked 
lots of questions and here is the information they 
gathered: 

Royal and Karen Wise, now living in Oregon, were the 
caretakers of Westhome from 1984 until March of this 
year. Karen cleaned the house and gardens while Royal 
maintained the house's systems and grounds. They had an 
apartment within Westhome. Westhome, called 
"Congdon Castle'? by locals for its tower and grandeuT, is 
currently used as a vacation home for Congdon family 
members and friends. The 2000 plus acreage is planted in· 
apple orchards, cherries and pears and there are horses 
too. 

A raih'oad was constructed to the property to bring in 
the materials and supplies needed for construction, which 
began in 1914. Local basalt granite rock was used to 
construct the exterior. There are 12 bedrooms and the 
home is about 42,000 square feet. The hallways on the 
main floor are 12 feet wide and there are walk-in closets 
the LENGTH of Glensheen at Westhome, which has lots 
of closets and storage space. There are high vaulted 
ceilings? an indoor swimming pool on the floor below the 
living room (located in the tower) and most of the rooms 
are much bigger than here at Glensheen. 

There are approximately 10 other houses on the 
property including the homes of the orchard manager, 
crew foreman, and worker's quarters. 

Though Yakima is just two and a half hours from 



7. Dining Room -
Moonlight, The Old 
House by Childe 
Hassam 

8. Hall - The Alps 
by Edward H. 
Potthast 

Seattle, their annual rainfall is only about 10 inches a 
year due to its location on the east side of the Cascade 
Range. Mr. Congdon and his business partners brought 
water to the valley for crop irrigation around 1900 via 
canal. Read all about Mr. Congdon?s dealings in Yakima 
in the fabulous Roy Hoover book Lake Superior Lawyer -
available in the Museum Shop). 

Next time you?re doing a tour (and I hope that is 
SOON), be sure to look at the watercolor of the Yakima 
River Valley in the Mr. Congdon's den? it was painted 
from Westhome looking across the Valley. 

We are grateful to the Wise's for sharing the story of 
their Congdon affiliation. 



INCREDIBLE 
EXCHANGE 

Glensheen is once 
again participating 
in thisvolunteer 
oportunity for 
youth between 13 
and 15 years old. 

The 2000-2001 
Winter Session will 
run from December 
through April. 

Applications must 
be received no later 
than October 31st! 

Ask Rachael for an 
application or call 
the U ofM 
Extension Service at 
726-7512. 

"History Tours">"> 
By Rachael Martin 

On Sunday, Sep 10, I offered our first "History 
Tour" about the gas-electric lights used at Glensheen. 
One Docent, Lone Cook, came to the "History Tour'\ 
which started in the Volunteer Office and continued 
through each room of the house. 

We looked at books and catalogs of the history of 
gas lighting, which began in the 1700's. In the 1880's 
combination gas-electric lights became popular in homes. 
By the 1900's electricity was stable enough that new 
homes were built with all electric lights. Only a few 
strategically placed gas-electric lights would commonly be 
installed in homes after 1900. 

The style of these 1900 gas-electric lights changed 
from the 1880's vel'Sion. The 1900 style did not include 
glass lamp shades on the gas portion of the gas-electric 
light. This was because the gas portion was so rarely 
used, only in emergencies for short periods of time. 

Lone and I took a tour of the home to check out all 
the lights. On the 1"1 floor the 2 gas-electric lights in the 
Living Room do have shades, very rare for 1908! Robert, 
from Security, got us a ladder so we could lool( at the gas 
pipes inside the shades, and how the gas line came 
through the wall. Robert joined us then in our search for 
lights. In the Dining Room we found only 2 wall sconces 
are gas-electric. The bathroom, not open to the public, 
has 2 on either side of the mirror. The 1"t floor has many 
gas-electric lights in the Servant's area. The Sewing 
Room has one, the Kitchen has 3, the Cook's Pantry has 

'. one. That makes a total of lIon the 1"1 floor, that we 
: found. Check for yourself to see if we missed any. 

On the 2nd floor, Lone, Robert, and I found 24. 
Two gas lights that look like candles, not gas-electric, are 
in the Hall by the stairs. The Blue Room has 2 and its 
bathroom has 2. The Master Bedroom has 1, the Dressing 
Room has 2, and the bathroom has 2. The Red room has 
2, the Gold Room has 2, and the Pink Room has 2. The 
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Grey Room has none, but its bathroom has 2. The 
Servant's hall has 1 gas candle style, and the bathroom 
has 2. 

On the 3rd floor we found 12. In the Hall are 3 
candle style, 1 by the Infirmary, and 2 on either side of 
Alfred's Room. In the Infirmary are 2, and 2 more in the 
bathroom. Walter's bath has 2 also, and 2 are in the West 
Guest Bedroom. From what we could tell by the photo, 
Robert's Room has 1 by the mirror. 
On the Lower Level we could only find 1 candle style in 
the hall by the Billiards Room. 

If we found them all, that makes a total of 48. 
Please join us on our next month's "History Tour". 

Jr. League News 
LEAGUE LIGHTS PAGE 7 

By Mary Dougherty 
THE SILVER SPOON 

For the past twenty one 
years Junior League sustainer 
Mary Pat Higgins has spent three 
hours each Sunday morning giving 
tours at Glensheen. How is it that 
someone decides to give her Sunday 
mornings to others? How is it that 
someone dedicates 21 years of gen-

. erous service to this community? 

Her commitment to this community 
began before joining the League and 
started with a silver spoon. The 
spoon was a gift from the only per-
son she knew in Duluth. It was a 
celebration spoon from UMD that 
came with the message "if you 
really want to do something for the 
community why don't you volunteer 
with the new docent program at 
Glensheen." 

She and her husband Bob attended 
a dinner at Glensheen. Once Mary 
Pat saw the historical building and 
grounds the heart of the art history 
major was stolen and the silver 
spoon had a new home. She joined 
the Glensheen docent program and 
saw Junior League in action. 

The League joined with University 
Women to begin the Glensheen do-
cent program and Mary Pat soon 
learned that you did not have to be 
born with a silver spoon to become a 
League member. She credits the 
League with offering skills to mem-
bers that can be used forever. She 
states, "League teaches you to bring 
a project forward from the begin-
ning, through the middle, to the 
end. When you sign up to do some-
thing you know what you are get-
ting into." 

After exposure to a League spon-

sored child development project 
called Bucket Brigade, at Holy Ro-
sary School, Mary Pat deCided to 
join the League .. Through her com-
mittee work and leadership posi-
tions, she learned that the League 
provided the experience of wearing 
different hats. Sometimes you are 
in charge and sometimes you are 
not. Mary Pat thinks that working 
together, with kindness, is key to 
League's success . 

During a busy day, Glensheen hosts 
over 750 visitors who appreciate the 
beauty of our community jewel. We 
are fortunate the silver spoon still 
finds a home with Mary Pat. She is 
an enhancement to our community 
and we are proud to honor her gra-
cious service. 



e e 
By Rachael Martin 

Glensheen tours go on the Winter Schedule on 
November 1st

• That means that tours will continue on a 
daily basis 9:30 to 4:30 through Tuesday, October 31. 
Starting Wednesday, November r t we will be closed for 
toUl·S. That's when we start our Christmas decorating. 

We will be closed Thursday, November 2, but open 
every Friday, Satm'day and Sunday with tours starting at 
11:00 am and last tour at 2:00 pm. 

During our winter Schedule, VIP tours will be 
offered at 11:00 am, 12:30 pm, and 2:00 pm. 

So, this means that we need help on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays! Please call us at 726-8918 to let 
us know which of those days you can give regular tours, 
VIP tours, or be a Day Captain. If we don't hear from 
you soon, we will call you to put our winter Schedule 
together. 

Marion at S ate Fair 
By Rachael Martin 

Marion Ario, Glensheen's Volunteer representative 
who won the South St. Louis County award for 
Outstanding Senior Citizen, went to the State Fair with 
me to compete in the State Outstanding Senior Citizen 
competition. 

Nearly 100 people were in the competition, and the 
winners were from another county. The ceremony was 
very impressive with Mae Shmlk speaking to the group, as 
well as other dignitaries. 

Marion saw lots of people there she know, including 
the master of Ceremonies who had been her student! 

We were very proud to have Marion representing 
South St. Louis County, and especially, representing 
Glensheen. 



Tf/ritten and 
edited by 
Rachael Martin, 
Carol Tf/olf, and 
Samantha 

Smith. 

This newsletter 
is made possible 
by the support of 
the Minnesota 
Humanities 
Commission in 
Cooperation 
with the 
National 
Endowment for 
the Humanities 
and the 
Minnesota State 
Legislature. 

Visitor COIDll1ents 
By Samantha Smith 

As usual you docents really rock the house providing a 
wonderful experience for our many guests. Here are a 
few of the scores of positive things said of you: 

--Diane S. "Our tour guide was so knowledgeable. ,? 
--J udy H. '"Judy showed us a lovely time.?? 

J S "J .. f' dl " -- ane. ane was very mterestmg? warm, nen y. 
--Helen Y. "She was very informative and enthusiastic.?? 

Other COll1lllents 
-Breakfast Room gorgeous but needed better looking 

plants in there. 
- Hand out a diagram of home layout at start of tour. 
- Have more space in each room to stand. 
- Have more chairs for people to sit on. 
- Give more information about the art. 
- The house is impeccably maintained. 
- You all showed us wonderful hospitality. 
-Living history part is great. 

- You have really personalized the tour talking about 
the Congdons and their lives. 

-Nicest old home I've visited anywhere in the USA. 



Calendar of Events 

Sat, Oct 7 
Fri, Oct 20 

- UMD History Day? Tally Ho 
- Dinner with Pat Kelly, "American Impressionism" theme, 7 pm -

Volunteers needed to pour punch and he hosts. 
Tues, Oct 24 - Bus Trip to Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 8am-5pm - Open to all 

Volunteers, Security Attendants and staff! 
Mon, Nov 1 - Volunteer Christmas decorating, 6:30 pm - please sign up! 
Mon, Nov 27 - Christmas Exhibit Premiere, 5:30-7 :30 - all Volunteers invited! 

Volunteer Office 
Glensheen 
3300 London Road 
Duluth, MN 55804 




