
FUTURE ACTIVITIES SCHEDULED AT GLENSHEEN 

What a spring-summer is being planned for 
Glensheen! Starting with volunteer training 
in March and April, to an old fashioned 
Chatauqua in August, activity is the word 
for Glensheen in 1989. 

"The Needle Arts—Craftsmanship with A 
Needle" is the title of our spring lecture series 
scheduled for April 3rd, 12th, and 17th. 
Karen R. Buell, Judie Nylander, and Joan 
Hinds will combine forces to present this 
unusual series beginning with an indepth lec-
ture/overview of the topic and two hands 
on workshops. (For more information, 
please read the accompanying article entitl-
ed "The Needle Arts—Craftsmanship With 
A Needle". 

Birchwood Choir 

A musical recital, scheduled for April 20th 
at 7 :00 p.m. will feature three outstanding 
musical groups. Attending this program 
would be an excellent way to welcome 
spring. The performers will be: The Abbey 
Minstrals f rom St . Scholastica-Shelly 
Gruskin, Director; The Birchwood Elemen-
tary School Choir-Milton Hill, Director; the 
Faculty Trio from UMD—Ann Anderson, 
Violin; Thomas Wegren, Piano; Michael 
Williford, Clarinet. 

There will be an admission charge of $2.00 
and seating is limited. 

May 13th brings a May Fest to Glensheen. 
This special day will feature a gala afternoon 
of events designed for the enjoyment of all 

U M D Trio 

ages. Watch a traditional Maypole Dance, 
bring your best homemade hat to wear in the 
Bonnet Parade, and join in an old fashioned 
egg hunt on the grounds of Glensheen. Ac-
tivities will be held from 11:00 a.m. to 2 :00 
p.m. 

June 1989 will mark the second year that 
Glensheen will offer free bird watching tours. 
Led by Bunter Knowles, a naturalist from 
UMD, all those from fledgling birdwatchers 
to seasoned ornithologists can enjoy the 
numbers of diverse species of birds which in-
habit the landscaped grounds at Glensheen. 
The tours will run from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. on June 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th. 

The Carriage House is the imaginative site 
for the Creative Stitchery Show and Sale. 
These talented needleworkers will display 
original handicrafts, many of which will be 
on sale. Demonstrations of craft and 
needlework techniques such as rug braiding, 
beading, quilting, Battenburg lace working, 
and machine embroidery will be available for 
all interested persons to see. These activities 
will take place from June 8th through the 
13th during the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. over 22 different types of crafts and 
needlework will be available to view and 
possibly buy. This is a sale and show which 
should not be missed! 

On June 14th and/or June 21st from 12:00 

p.m. to 3:00 p.m., interested persons can at-
tend a "Mad Hatter" Tea. Katharine Ritz, a 
music instructor at UMD, will sing a varie-
ty of vintage tunes from the 1900's to the 
1920's. During the program, she'll don an 
assortment of period hats to create the ap-
propriate atmosphere for each song. A tour 
will precede the program with a Victorian 
Tea following. The Exchange (formerly 
known as Stephanie's On The Lake) will 
cater the event. This program is a real 
bargain at only $10.00 per ticket! 

Doll Day will be held June 24th from 11:00 
a.m. - 2 :00 p.m. Celebrate one of history's 
favorite toys by joining in on the planned 
festivities. Be a part of the Doll Buggy 
Parade, participate in doll demonstrations 
and introductions, win prizes for the Oldest 
Doll, the Most Unusual Doll, or the Doll 
Who Can Do The Most Things. Gooder's an-
tique dolls will be on display. This day has 
been designed for those who are young at 
heart. 

Children's Corner is a week of special ac-
tivities designed for children in grades 4 
through 6. During the week of June 25th 
through the 30th, children will be able to par-
ticipate in directed activities featuring games, 
crafts, and amusements popular during the 
early 1900's. There is no limit to the number 
who can participate, but a grounds fee will 
be charged to cover the cost of supplies. The 
sessions will last from 1:00-2:00 p.m. each 
day. 

The calendar of events at Glensheen does not 
stop after June. The popular Concerts By The 
Lake and the Second Annual Glensheen Old-
Time Croquet Tournaments will begin in 
July. This year we will be combining forces 
with the Minnesota Senior Olympics and will 
be able to offer special awards to winning 
seniors in the croquet tournament above and 
beyond Glensheen's First through Third 
Place Trophies. An Old Fashioned Picnic, 
Tour at 1979 prices on July 28th, as well as 
a Chatauqua Festival should keep everyone 
busy throughout the summer months. Be 
sure to mark those events you are interested 
in attending. 



The Docent Council met in October and 
welcomed four new members-at-large. They 
are: Suzanne Hargis, Ginny Murray, Rachel 
Schwendig and Anita Soland. 

A sure sign of Spring is the announcement 
of the scheduling of Docent training sessions 
as well as up-date sessions. Once again the 
Council is assisting with these training ses-
sions. Geva Lou reports that we have an en-
thusiastic group of new recruits. If you are 
a seasoned veteran, remember to check the 
dates of the Update sessions. What with the 
moving of offices to the Carriage House there 
will be some new information available for 
your tour that you won't want to miss. 

The next meeting of the Docent Council is 
scheduled for April 4th, 6:30, in the Dining 
Room. One topic to be brought up for con-
sideration will be evaluation of docents. As 
a Glensheen volunteer, you are welcome to 
attend the council meetings to share your 
comments and ideas. Our meetings start at 
6 :30 on the dot, and end promptly at 7:30. 
Please join us. 

DAYS GONE BY 
by Betty Ketchum 

'Twas the last day of January and a bit-
terly cold morning. I had parked in the 
docent area and lost no time getting through 
the gate. Since the path to Bob Wyness's 
back door was deep with snow, I knew 
he'd gone off to sunnier parts. The vege-

table garden was pretty 
much blanketed, and 
I'd scarcely passed it 
when I heard someone 
call — "Wait, I'm Jan 
W a n d m a k e r . " There 
was no need to slow 
down. She had just 
come from the carriage 
house and was on her 

Jan Wandmaker way to meet me for our 
10 o'clock appointment. 

We parted briefly at the back entrance as I 
had thought to meet first with Geva Lou. Jan 
went around to the front of the house and 
I was slowed temporarily by falling on both 
knees as I cleared the slick bottom step, on-
ly to find the door locked. Embarrassed at 
my clumsiness, but glad no one saw me, I 
went around to the front where I found Dan 
McClelland on the roof chopping ice. There 
had been trouble all morning with leaks. I 
could see he had his hands full and wasted 
no time on pleasantries. 

Checking in with Geva Lou in the Volunteer 
office, I found her temporarily without 
telephone. (Can you imagine that?) This was 
the day the business office at the entrance 
and the three maids' rooms and linen closet 
on the second floor had been emptied of all 
administrative life with all such business 
transferring to the carriage house. I walked 
the three flights to the old infirmary, where 
last August I had met with Susan Pearson 
who does the book work for the Museum 
Shop and fills in merchandise as needed. 

Jan Wandmaker is the most recent addition 
to the Glensheen staff. She is buyer for the 
Museum Gift Shop and as such puts in 20 
hours a week generating sales. She had been 
in Minneapolis the week before buying at 
Umaga Gift Market. In May she will go west 
to check out the Museum Shop Market (it 
meets in a different place each year). Just 
minutes before I came she had met with a 
salesman in her "other" office in the carriage 
house. She summed up a successful meeting 
with a no-nonsense approach. "He was a 
delight - didn't waste my time. I let him know 
what I had in mind and he didn't try to push 
anything else." 

Stylish in well-cut gray slacks and gray 
cashmere sweater, Jan is tall and impressive, 
with short-cropped hair and dark eyes. She 
looks the top-drawer feminine professional 
with her gold-framed half-glasses. Jan was 

born in Duluth where, except for three years 
on the west coast, she has lived most of her 
life. She raised six children. One daughter 
in Albuquerque is in interior design, her 
husband a sculptor; a daughter in Fargo, 
with three children, is a nurse, her husband 
an anesthesiologist; a third daughter in St. 
Cloud has her Master's in early child educa-
tion; one son in Minneapolis is a civil 
engineer; another an X-Ray technician; her 
third son died of leukemia while in college 
in Utah. Her husband, a dentist, died three 
weeks later. One can only speculate on the 
trauma of that period. 

Jan once had a needlework shop on the 
Skywalk near the old Oreck's. It was known 
as "Ultimate Stitch." And it was she who 
designed the beautiful needlepoint kneelers 
and choir cushions at St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church. Everyone who knows her agrees she 
is "extremely talented." Here at Glensheen 
she'll be working with volunteers both in the 
Museum Shop and in the storage area on the 
third floor. She will be expanding the gift and 
the children's lines. In linens, she mentions 
small table cloths and dresser scarves "in 
vogue again", some place mats and "darling 
sachets". Very big now are blank books for 
personal journals and records. 

For children there are playtime surprises — 
pop-up readers, most dealing with turn-of-
the -century and some over lapping , 
1900-1920. Jan is always looking for turn-
of-the-century toys — "it is so difficult to find 
quality things at reasonable prices." Paper 
dolls reflecting family and fashion from that 
era also are hard to come by. Always 
desirable are real dolls and tea sets. She'll be 
adding "very nice jewelry" with authentic 
designs of the 1900s. Also available are 
model kits, such as model-A Ford roadsters 
and early bi-planes. There are a variety of 
books, several on needle arts and textiles, 
pressed flowers, and cookbooks (one with 
recipes from Glensheen's own kitchen). 

All bookeeping at Glensheen is on the com-
puter. To ready herself for something she 
knew nothing about, Jan went to computer 
school at UMD, and was amazed to find she 
loved the whole process. 

It was nearing noon and she'd been generous 
with her time. We both admired the fireplace 
front in the old infirmary and so much else 
in the area of the third floor where she will 
commence to appear daily. And just as we 
were descending the stairs I thought of Ellen 
Quinn, who came to Glensheen last April to 
coordinate events. When last I talked with 
her she was expecting a baby. "What was it?" 
I asked. Jan replied, "Ellen Quinn gave birth 
to Nicholas on Christmas Eve and went 
home for Christmas dinner." I was wrestl-
ing still with that bit of intelligence, when 
we opened the door on the street side to a 
steady sound of chopping. This time Direc-
tor Michael Lane was whacking away with 
a hatchet. Even the Director has a many-
faceted job. 

"SPRING FLING" 
IN DULUTH 
Please put a circle around May 3rd! We will 
meet in the Glensheen parking lot at 8;30 and 
walk to the M A N S I O N at 3600 London 
Road for a tour of what once was the Dudley 
Estate. (Marjorie Congdon). School buses 
will pick us up there and take us to the Stan-
ford Bed and Breakfast and the Red Stone 
House where Chester and Clara Congdon 
once resided. 

Upon completion of the tours, the buses will 
take us to the Duluth Entertainment and 
Convention Center where we will enjoy the 
Port Cities Luncheon. The speaker this year 
is Gail Plewacki, a Duluthian who has been 
employed by the Minneapolis Police Depart-
ment. She is currently employed with KARE 
T . V . in Minneapolis and has written and 
produced a one hour prime time documen-
tary called "No Permanent address". I'm sure 
we will find her speaking informative and en-
joyable. The 1989 Woman of the Year will 
also be named. Upon completion, we will be 
bused back to Glensheen. Space on the buses 
is limited as are luncheon reservations, so 
please call the volunteer office, 724-3041, as 
soon as possible. A sign-up sheet will be 
posted. 



SUMMER HOURS 
BEGIN MAY 1ST 
All of Duluth's tourist attractions have 
agreed to the same time frame for the busy 
visitor season. It will begin May 1st and con-
tinue through October 31st. 

Glensheen will offer guided tours both mor-
ning and afternoon from May 1st through 
May 26th. From M a y 27th through October, 
guided tours will be offered from 9:00 to 
12:00 and self-guided 1:00 to 4:00 every day, 
except Wednesdays. 

According to all reports, it will be a busy 
tourism season in Duluth. In order for us to 
meet that demand, training sessions have 
been offered for new docents. The Museum 
Shop training for new volunteers will be held 
on April 4th at 6 :30 and the shop's UPDATE 
will be April 13th at 7 :00. UPDATE for 
veteran docents will be offered April 18th at 
6:30 or April 19th at 1:00. Many changes, 
come and play "catch up". 

GLENSHEEN'S 
FIRST 
SECRETARY 

'John Boy' and Ellen 

Ellen Strapko was Glensheen's Secretary 
from 1979 until 1982 when in Glensheen's 
Main Hall, she married Barry Stewart and 
he whisked she and her two sons, Jason and 
Sam, off to Oklahoma City, OK where they 
have continued to reside. They have increas-
ed their family to include Bobby who is now 
four. Barry continues to work for Kerr-
McGee and Ellen is the office manager for 
the Oklahoma Arts Institute. 

The Art Institute sponsors a camp at Quarte 
Mounta in in O k l a h o m a for talented 
teenagers who apply and audition to attend 
classes in the arts. Richard Thomas's father 
who owned a ballet company in New York 
is one of the instructors at the camp, so Ellen 
has become well acquainted with 'John Boy's' 
father. Last fall, Richard came to visit his 
father and Ellen had an opportunity to meet 
him. Not only that - he is coming to the camp 
for these talented teens to conduct acting 
classes for two weeks this summer. 

The conversation between Ellen and Richard 
centered around Glensheen as he had played 
the part of the brother in the movie, "You'll 
Like My Mother" , that was filmed on the 
estate. And guess what - he wants to come 
back for a tour, so don't be too surprised! 

HOW GLENSHEEN 
GLEANINGS 
WAS NAMED 
It was November 20, 1980 when a memo was 
posted which read as follows: "Glensheen is 
about to become the proud publisher of a 
newsletter. This, soon to be famous, general 
info publication, to be sent to docents and 
other interested parties is in need of a name". 

Several were suggested, among them were: 
Glensheen Beams, submitted by Edith 
Clemetson; What's making the Scene at 
Glensheen - Pat Hoden; Glensheen News -
Maxine Olson; Glensheen Guide - Jim 
Nissen; Glensheen Gleanings - Vera Dunbar. 

As we know the winning entry was Glen-
sheen Gleanings, submitted by Vera Dunbar 
who won a gift certificate to Baskin Robins. 

The position of a part-time paid manager of 
the Museum Shop has been created and fill-
ed. Management of the Museum Shop had 
been the responsibility of volunteer co-
managers from January 1982 until this past 
October. Before 1982, the Museum Shop's 
income was declining. Debbie Lane propos-
ed that volunteers operate the Museum Shop 
and she recruited Debbie Swenson to work 
as co-manager. When they started in 1982, 
the Shop was grossing just $36,000, or 5% 
of Glensheen's total income. By the end of 
fiscal year 1987-88, the Shop was grossing 
over $75,000, or 15% of total income. Be-
tween FY1982 and FY1988, the Shop 
generated over $365,000 in gross income. 

Under the volunteer co-managers, the 
Museum Shop sales space was reorganized 
and improved. Items for sale and number of 
vendors increased several times. Better in-
ventory and ordering procedures were in-
stituted. Gross income was doubled. This 
growth created a need for a part-time paid 
manager. At the same time, this growth also 
set a high standard to be followed and im-
proved on. 

I would like to thank the volunteer co-
managers, Debbie Lane (1982-1988), Debbie 
Swenson (1982-1985) and Jan Sanders 
(1986-1987) for their generous time and ef-
forts in the creation and continued develop-
ment of a major profit center for Glensheen. 
I want to thank the Shop sales people and 
their Day Captain Arlene Anick, for con-
tributing many volunteer hours towards the 
Shop's success. I also want to welcome Jan 
Wandmaker and Susan Pearson to the staff 
and wish them well in maintaining the stand-
ard set by the volunteers. 

The request for a variance to upgrade the 
elevator in the main house for handicapped 
use has been denied. The elevator would re-
quire several major modifications to meet 
code. According to state statutes, retrofitting 
is not permissible where substantial change 
occurs. The alternatives are to install a new 
elevator car and support equipment or to 
leave the present elevator as is. The first 
would be very expensive and would require 
a larger shaft (for a wider car) and would on-
ly service the main and second floors. The 
latter maintains the status quo. Consequent-
ly, handicapped access will remain the same. 

The administrative offices were moved to the 
Carriage House starting on January 31st. The 
volunteer office, housekeeping and security 
remain in the mansion. Access for volunteers 
will be through the Laundry room entry at 
all times. 

The former staff offices on the main and se-
cond floors will be returned to their original 
use. Interpretation of these spaces will give 
visitors a glimpse of what the staff quarters 
were like and how these service areas 
functioned. 

"GLOW" GROUP 
TO MEET 
Mt. Royal Pines Dining Club is the site for 
our next dinner to be held on April 6th at 
6:00. All persons on the membership list will 
be called; however, if you are inadvertantly 
omitted please call either Barb Romano, 
525-2801 or the docent office, 724-3041. 

For Glensheen's new volunteers, I would like 
to tell you about GLOW. Approximately 
eight years ago, a support group was in-
itiated at Glensheen for women who are 
widowed. Just recently, there was an article 
in "Twin Ports People" where Barb Romano 
was quoted as saying that the associations 
that she made through this group were a 
giant step in a positive direction as she 
developed close friendships with persons 
who were there when she needed them. 

As a group we try to go out for dinner as 
often as possible to become better ac-
quainted. As a result, many close friendships 
have developed as we find someone with 
whom we can relate who has suffered the 
same loss. If there are any of our volunteers 
who need us, please let it be known. 



A SPECIAL LETTER 
IN RECOGNITION 
OF A 
SPECIAL LADY 
Re: Glensheen Docents 

To W h o m i t M a y Concern: 

Last month we were up visiting Duluth for 
the day. We had planned on visiting the 
Mansion as part of our day, but when we 
arrived we found that we hadn't brought 
enough money. Instead we drove through 
the town and spent some time visiting other 
tourist attractions. 

Our group consisted of six mentally retard-
ed individuals and two staff. We were all 
disappointed at missing seeing the house, 
especially with it decorated for Christmas. 
Since most of us had never been there, I call-
ed to ask if maybe we could get some kind 
of group discount. 

Not only did we get a discount, but we were 
also given our own tour AFTER normal tour-
ing hours. We were all excited about being 
able to visit your place after all. 

Ivy Scofield was our Docent and she was 
fantastic. I kept in mind that she was work-
ing "overt ime" so I expected some resent-
ment, it never came. In fact Ivy was so kind 
and thoughtful, we were amazed. Some of 
our questions did not quite pertain to the 
mansion, some were just plain silly, and 
most were difficult to understand due to the 
communication problems we have. 

Throughout it all Ivy was patient and over-
ly considerate. She made sure she understood 
every question asked and, somehow, manag-
ed to answer ALL of them. There was no 
patronizing nor did she condescend to us in 
any way . To her we were an average tour 
group asking the normal questions. 

It meant so much to us to be treated so well. 
T o o often our group is treated "special" in 
a not so flattering way. While we were at the 
mansion Ivy considered us equal and we 
greatly appreciated that. 

Concerning her knowledge of the Mansion; 
she has got to be the best Docent you have 
up there. As was stated earlier, she answered 
every question we asked. We were given 
names, dates, and interesting narratives 
about the smallest attribute. She knew that 
house inside and out and even interstitially; 
yep, we even asked about the insulation. 

Is it true that all Docents are volunteers? On 
our way home we discussed how we could 
get that w o m a n a raise. If there is anything 
we can do for her, please let us know. She 
is truly an amazing woman. 

On top of all of that, others have a high opi-
nion of her also. I ran into a friend at the 
beginning of this month. She had spent her 
Christmas break up in Duluth as part of her 
honeymoon. She told me of her trip to Glen-
sheen and of the wonderful docent they had. 
I asked if her name was Ivy Scofield, it was. 

We don't mean to slight any of the other 
volunteers we met. They were all polite and 
patient. We were just so highly impressed 
with Ivy that we felt we had to tell you about 
the wonderful a s s e t you have in her. 

Thank you all for being so helpful on our 
visit. We had a great time and will always 
remember Ivy and the Mansion in a very 
fond way. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Golden 

Thank you, Ivy, for a job well done — The 
Glensheen Staff 

Days Gone By (con't from P. 2) 

The ice had formed following a. warm spell 
the week before, but Tischer Creek was still 
running as Jan and I parted at the carriage 
house. It had been a wonderfully stimulating 
morning, but any time spent at Glensheen 
is satisfying. After the January cleanup of the 
house and the sweet fresh smell throughout, 
one senses its readiness for guests, especial-
ly this year with the new linen closet, the 
maids' quarters and the old sewing room 
restored and added to the tour. 

Come spring planting and the snow and ice 
of winter will be forgotten. Flowers and 
vegetables and towering trees will be adding 
their beauty to Glensheen's grounds, and ex-
citing summer events will be drawing in the 
visitors. 'Tis truly a symbol of hospitality -
Glensheen! 

WE'RE RESTOCKING 
FOR SPRING 

Stop in to see our new line 
of decorative linen accessories 

and 1900 style books. 
Watch for new 
arrivals weekly. 

THE MUSEUM SHOP 



"The Needle Arts—Craftsmanship With A Needle" 
Starts In April 

Glensheen is the site for an unusual lecture 
and workshop series on the needle arts. 
These gentle arts are often overlooked when 
people talk or think of the fine arts, but these 
forms are now being recognized as a creative 
and valuable addition to the decorative arts. 
The dates for the series are April 3rd, 12th, 
and 17th at 7:00 p.m. all sessions will be held 
in the easily accessible Recreation Room 
located on the ground floor of the mansion. 

Karen R. Buell, the keynote speaker, will 
present an historical overview of the series 
topic entitled "Art With A Threaded Nee-
dle". Different embroidery techniques such 
as crewel and Brazilian; selected counted 
techniques such as cross stitch, pulled thread, 
and blackwork; along with different lace 
making techniques done with a threaded nee-
dle such as Battenburg and Carimacross lace 
are but a few of the diverse needle arts to 
be covered in this enlightening and infor-
mative lecture. As an added treat, actual 
samples of the featured handicrafts will be 
shown along with the colorful slide illustra-
tions as a way of increasing audience enjoy-
ment and knowledge. 

With her strong background in the needle 
arts, Karen Buell is the perfect choice to in-
troduce the series. She holds a teacher's cer-
tification in surface stitchery from the Na-
tional Standards Council of American Em-
broiderer's Correspondence School and has 
been on the faculty of the NSCASE Cor-
respondence School (teaching surface stit-
chery and counted thread embroidery techni-
ques) since 1979. The owner and manager 
of a shop in Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota, called 
Threads and Things, she also has knowledge 
of the commercial applications of these skills. 
She has taught weekly needlework classes in 
Hoyt Lakes since 1975, and is the author of 
Blackwork From Threads and Things (1985). 
Karen Buell has been a Duluth needle-art 
guild board member for 8 years and has serv-
ed as librarian and bookstore chairman. A 
N S C A E b o a r d m e m b e r for 9 years 
(1979-1988), she has served as public rela-
tions director, financial planner and chair-
man of the seminar committee, vice presi-
dent, and president. 

Two hands on workshops are scheduled to 
allow participants the fun of learning new 
skills. The first workshop will be taught by 
Judie Nylander and deals with counted cross 
stitch. Participants will leave this session 
with a hand towel which they will have 
decorated using counted cross stitch. 
Throughout history, hostesses have used 
these hand towels decorated with fine 
needlework to show their guests that they are 
welcome. 

Judie Nylander brings a lot of personal ex-
perience to her teaching. An avid needlework 
person, she has received a merit award in 
counted work from the National Standards 
Council of American Embroiderers. She is 
a Member of the Duluth Needle-Art Guild 
and a member of Creative Stitchers. She has 
also taken workshops from the international-
ly known Anne Landsverk, a talented 
teacher from Norway. For approximately 
three years, Judie Nylander has been the 
owner and manager of a custom needlework 
shop called Renaissance Stitches and 
Designs. 

Joan Hinds will be the instructor for the final 
session on April 17th. This audience par-
ticipatory workshop will deal with shadow 
work embroidery. Participants in this session 
will decorate and complete a sachet. Sachets 
were used by our Victorian and Colonial 
ancestors as a way of adding pleasing 
fragrance to closets and drawers. Filled with 
combinations of dried herbs and flowers, 
they are still popular today. 

Joan Hinds is familiar to many in the area 
through classes that she has taught for the 
Duluth Community Schools. This past 
November, she taught a series of Victorian 
Christmas Ornament workshops at Glen-
sheen. Joan says that she has been stitching 
since she was a child. Some of her formal 
training in needlework has come from 
workshops given by the Smocking Art Guild 
of America. These workshops have covered 
a variety of techniques and topics and have 
been held in such places as Dallas, Texas; 
C h i c a g o , I l l inois ; and Mi lwaukee , 
Wisconsin. 

Reservations are required for these sessions 
since seating is limited. Cost for the series of 
three sessions is $25.00. People may choose 
to sign up for individual sessions at $9.00 per 
session. Volunteers at Glensheen may attend 
all of the sessions for $20.00. 



GLENSHEEN 
OPENS SIX 
NEW ROOMS 
This summer, Glensheen will open six new 
spaces for viewing by the public while on 
tour. These new rooms are located on the 
east end of the house in the service area. 
Since 1979, much of this space had been us-
ed for administrative offices by Glensheen's 
current staff. However, the service area was 
originally designed and used by the Con-
gdon's staff and it is this purpose that will 
be interpreted. 

On the second floor, the three bedrooms 
were used for housing the unmarried, female 
members of the Congdon staff - the cook, the 
upstairs maid, and the downstairs maid. 
Visitors will be able to view these rooms and 
see how the staff lived. Each bedroom is in-
teresting because it contains a grouping of 
furniture that, while uniform in color or 
material, may vary in style. The single beds 
are all white painted iron. One bedroom 
features white painted spoon carved fur-
niture, another uses furniture made of dark 
oak, and the third uses furniture of birch. 
Even though none of the furniture is hand 
crafted, these furnishings provided comfor-
table living quarters. 

Interested in the overall welfare of their staff, 
the Congdons provided a full bathroom 
complete with electricity, indoor plumbing, 
and running water at a time when many peo-
ple in Duluth did not have these luxuries. 
The linen closet, located on the same floor, 
stored all the household's linens. Visitors will 
be able to see this efficiently organized space. 
In the utility closet near the bathroom, is the 
laundry shute for this floor. With access to 
a laundry chute, the maids could quickly 
send dirty linens and clothing down to the 
laundry room on the ground floor without 
having to carry the bundles down two flights 
of stairs. 

The sewing room, located on the main floor 
of the home, will reflect its original intent. 
A three-way glass mir ror , used by 
dressmakers so that the individual could see 
how a dress looked from all sides, will be 
seen. A cutting board, treadle sewing 
machine operated by foot power, plus the 
overall layout of the room with its myriad 
storage areas will show visitors a way of life 
that occurred at the turn of the century 
before there were shopping malls and ready 
made clothes. This room reflects an era when 
clothing was custom made for the individual. 
By interpreting these rooms, Glensheen will 
portray more completely a life style of the 
early 1900's. 

MUSEUM SHOP 
NEWS 
The Glensheen Museum Shop staff has been 
busy finding new merchandise and reorder-
ing old favorites for the upcoming tourist 
season. Stop into see the display of new linen 
decorative accessories — visitors are enjoying 
the selection. Some very special items are the 
empty potpourri bags for you to fill with 
your own favorite mix. They are available 
in several different cut work and embroidery 
designs. 

The Nister children's books with pop-up or 
turn around features are special nostalgic 
treats for the grandparents and parents 
among us. Now the publisher has put out 
two smaller versions entitled Visiting Grand-
ma and Special Days which have the pop-
up feature but are less costly and make nice 
tuck-in gifts to include in a birthday package 
or for a "no special day" gift. These will be 
available in the shop in early March. Many 
of you were disappointed to learn that we 
ran out of miniature tea sets at Christmas 
time. They have been so popular that the 
supplier ran out of his inventory. They are 
on order and should be available any day. 

When you give a gift from the Museum Shop, 
you are supporting us in three distinct ways. 
First, profits from the purchases go back in-
to the operations of the shop. Some funds 
are re-invested, some go into a mandated 
reserve, others are designated for docent 
council, and a percentage is used for conser-
vation and preservation of the estate. 
Secondly, by telling where you purchased 
the gift, you are advertising the shop to 
potential customers who may not know we 
exist. Thirdly, any item selected to be sold 
in the shop has a direct tie-in to Glensheen 
from an historical, familial, or topical stand-
point, and therefore serves an educational 
purpose. 

Thank you for your continued support of the 
Glensheen Museum Shop. We look forward 
to seeing you in the shop this spring! 

GLENSHEEN G L E A N I N G S 
Glensheen 
3300 London Road 
Duluth, M N 55804 


