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Scholarships Honor the Past, 
Secure the Future 

Leroy E. Peterson 

Stunning, breathtaking, spectacular 
... these words filled my mind as I 
walked into the McNamara Alumni Cen-
ter on the of Minnesota cam-
pus in the Twin Cities. This setting was 
the backdrop for my visit with Robert 
(Bob) Peterson, Director of Planned 
Giving at the University of Minnesota 
Foundation. I had a chance to meet 
him and talk to him a little about the 
scholarships that he and his mother, 
Elaine (Johnston) Maruska, wanted to 
create. The Leroy E. Peterson Schol-
arship Fund, honoring his father, and the 
Herbert and Anna Johnston Scholarship 
Fund, in honor of his grandparents, grew 
out of a desire to recognize their influ-
ence on Bob's life and a passion for edu-
cation. 

Bob Peterson had been thinking for 
years about how to honor his father and 
grandparents, but was unsure of what 
he would like to do. How to honor them 
became clearer after attending a semi-
nar on value-based estate planning 
where the speaker asked, "How many 
of you know the first name of your great 
grandparents?" Bob explained, "I was 
notone of two people who raised their 
hands in response to the question." The 
speaker went on to note that three gen-
erations is about the average length of 
the legacy of families in the United 
States. That started Bob thinking of 
how much he wanted his father and his 
grandparents to be remembered, not 
only by his children and grandchildren, 
but by others as well. 

At approximately the same time, Bob's 
mother mentioned that she wanted to 
do something to honor Bob's father and 
her parents. The endowed scholarships 
in their names are what transpired as a 
tribute to these important people and 
as an effective way to include their be-
lief in and support of education. "A col-
lege education today opens doors the 
same as a high school education from 
the Northwest School of Agriculture 
(NWSA) did for my grandfather and fa-
ther." Bob's family is testimony to that 
fact. 

Bob's grandfather, Herbert Johnston, 
graduated from the NWSA in 1920, and 
he appreciated that education. He was 
able to attend high school and stiJI be 
available on the farm for work in the 
spring and fall. His education not only 

helped him to be a good farmer, but also 
to serve on various boards, including 30 
years on the board of the Angus Coop 
Elevator. There were other NWSA 
graduates in the Johnston family, 
Herbert Johnston's brother, Wilbur, 
graduated in 1921. Bob's mother, 
Elaine (Johnston) Maruska, (,37), along 
with her sister, Eleanor ('39), her brother, 
Stanley (attended '37-'41), and her 
brother, Gene ('46) are all NWSA 
alumni. They have also had five family 
members graduate from UMC since 
1960. At the NWSA reunion in 1997, 
Elaine was honored as Top Aggie, a 
credit to her belief in education. 

Bob Peterson 

Bob's father, Leroy Peterson, graduated 
from NWSA in 1936. Then he worked 
at the NWSA as a beef herdsman until 
1941, when he left to work for Lockheed 
aircraft plant in Los Angeles before 
the start of WW II. In 1942, he was 
drafted into the Air Force. 

(continued on page 3) 
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2000-2001 Board of Directors 

TERM COMPLETED JUNE, 2001 
Irene Pulkrabek Larson '44 

Route 3, Box 105 
Angus, MN 56712 
218-745-5923 (H) 

Marilyn Balstad Melby '55 
Route 3, Box 217 
Bagley, MN 56621 
218-657 -2364 (H) 

Ray Dusek '57 
1506 Radisson Road 
Crookston MN 56716 
218 281-5767 (H) 

TERM COMPLETED JUNE, 2002 
Arlone Thoreson Cymbaluk '47 

601 4th Avenue NE 
Crookston MN 56716 
218 281-3083 

Gerhard Ross '45 
119 Golf Terrace 
Crookston, MN 56716 
218-281-2807 

David Tucker '61 
1407 4th Ave NW 
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East Grand Forks, MN 56721 
218 773-1897 

Alumni Office 

Alumni Office 

Betty Nisbet 
RR 3 Box 298 
East Grand Forks MN 56721 
218 773-2263 

Myrtle Nisbet Peterson 
RR3 Box302 
East Grand Forks MN 56721 
218 773-9235 

June Naplin Christensen 
2309 Wildwood CT 
Burnsville MN 55306 
952 898-3335 

Paul Proulx 
109 E [Jh Street 
Crookston MN 56716 
218281-5176 

Page 2 The Aggie 

TERM COMPLETED JUNE, 2003 
Wilford Dostal '48 

RR 3 Box 91 
Angus MN 56712 
218745-5927 

Warren Hamrick '48 
RR 3 Box 163 
Warren MN 56762 
218 745-5857 

Bonnie Vesledahl Holmquist '52 
614 1st Avenue NE 
Crookston MN 56716 
218 281-5427 

Roger Odegaard '60 
RR 1 Box 69 
Crookston MN 56716 
218 281-3297 

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Berneil Nelson '42 

423 Woodland, #107 
Crookston, MN 56716 
218-281-2838 

Del Roelofs (Director) 
RR 1 Box 38 
Crookston, MN 56716 
218-281-1485 (H) 
218-281-8438 (W) 

Class leader(s) 
1.iS.1 Allen Love 

2022 1 ah Street SE 
East Grand Forks MN 56721 
218 773-1507 

Ardis Overgaard Searles 
RR 1 Box 246B 
Dalton MN 56324 
218 589-8189 

Kathryn Clementson Mertz 
609 4th Street SW 
Austin MN 55912 
507433-9124 

Marilyn Hovet Dehning 
PO Box 1227 
Lake Grove OR 97035 
503 635-8207 

1961 Kenneth Schuster 
PO Box 223 
Argyle MN 56713 
218 437-6638 (W) 

Dave Tucker 
1407 4th Avenue NW 
East Grand Forks MN 56721 
218 773-1897 

19.2§. Bruce Stromstad 
HC 1 Box 97 
Beltrami MN 56517 
218 926-5774 

Brian Bohnsack 
Route 1 Box 80 
Hillsboro NO 58045 
701 436-5158 



Scholarships Honor the Past, 
Secure the Future ... continued 
Leroy Peterson believed in education 
and took every opportunity to learn more 
by attending extension courses on new 
crops, by keeping abreast of the latest 
dairy production information, and by 
learning to use a welder to repair farm 
machinery. The fact that Leroy built one 
of the first open-house milking parlor 
dairy barns in northern Minnesota in 
1955 showed his deep interest in using 
what he learned, as did his service to 
the local school board. Although he 
died in a farm accident when Bob was 
only twelve years old, the commitment 
his parents made to education did not 
die. 

His mother, Elaine, became a single 
parent, and hard as it was, she never 
once suggested that her children do 
anything other than get as much edu-
cation as possible. In fact, Bob's 
brother, Dean, is a Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine and brother, Larry, holds a 
Juris Doctor's degree as does Bob. 
"Education has opened doors for all of 
us," Bob explains. 

Herbert & Anna Johnston 
The bachelor's degree Bob received 
from the University of Minnesota al-
lowed him to become an Air Force of-
ficer during the Vietnam War. Being 
an officer permitted Bob to take his fam-
ily to various parts of the world. Through 
these experiences, the Peterson fam-
ily came to appreciate all the privileges 
that belong to citizens of the United 
States. 

His law degree gave him the opportu-
nity to help people with their estate 
planning and, thus, take care of them-
selves and their families. The ability to 
help people is integral to his role at the 
Minnesota Foundation, where he helps 
people realize their gifting goals. "It has 
also allowed me to give something back 
to education," Bob reflects. 

The scholarships are set up to benefit 
students from the Warren High School 
area first, and, if no one qualifies, then 
students from Polk County are eligible 
for the scholarships. The scholarship 
fund is set up so that others can con-
tribute to them. Bob's mother, sister, 
brothers and others may contribute 
whenever they want. The scholarship 
in honor of his grandparents allows all 
their children and grandchildren to con-
tribute. Everyone of the Johnston's 
grandchildren is a Warren High School 
graduate. "It will be a great way to have 
our grandparents remembered whenever 
a scholarship is awarded to Warren 
High School area students," Bob 
shares. The scholarship funds are a 
unique way to honor someone. 

Herbert & Anna Johnston 

Genuine, generous, 
are the words that describe the spirit of 
scholarship giving. They describe the 
feelings that Bob Peterson shared with 
me that day in his office. He and his 
mother, Elaine, have created a legacy 
that will continue to give back to edu-
cation and honor the people that they 
love. What a tribute to their heritage 
and to them. 

-Liz Tollefson, contributing writer 

* June 29-30 
2001 * • See Page 23 and Back Cover for More Details! 
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From the President 

Gerhard Ross 
Dear NWSA Alumni, 

Greetings from the tundra. We have 
had a cold winter, but it hasn't been too 
bad. We have had sun and the winds 
have been moderate. Most of us re-

tired folks are into hibernation. If you 
count nap time, we would rival the bear. 

That's not the situation on the UMC 
Campus. Activity abounds! The reno-
vation of the Kiehle Building has begun. 
This caused the NWSA Alumni Room 
to be moved from Kiehle to Robertson 
Hall. Your Board members and some 
of their spouses volunteered to bring 
order out of the chaos of "stuff", and we 
again have a useful Board room. 

The annual NWSA Heritage Fund Drive 
is well underway with the letters being 
sent out in December and January. The 
phonathon will commence toward the 
end of March and if you have not sent 
in your check, you will receive a call at 
this time. I hope you will continue your 
support. If you have not contributed in 
the past, please consider supporting the 
NWSA Heritage. We appreciate! 

Campaign Minnesota News 
The Crookston campus has raised $3,854,578 toward its $5 million goal. This 
total represents 77.1 percent of our Campaign Minnesota goal. The Capital Cam-
paign is scheduled to run through June 30, 2003. 

If you are interested in receiving information on the Campaign, or, better yet, wish 
to make a gift, please contact me at 218-281-8438 or 1-800-232-6466 extension 
8438, or feel free to stop by our new offices on the second floor of Selvig Hall. 
And thanks to those of you who have already made a contribution! 

How You Can Participate ... 

CAMPAIGN MINNESOTA 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

To make a gift, visit the 
campaign web site at 

www.campaign.umn.edu 
or contact Del Roelofs, University 

of Minnesota, Crookston at 
218-281-8438 or 800-232-6466. 
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All gifts, regardless of size, count toward 
Campaign Minnesota, and alumni may 
designate their gifts in support of the cam-
pus, college, or program of their choice. 
Gifts made through the Annual Fund also 
count toward the campaign, 'and alumni 
are encouraged to continue to make an-
nual gifts. By making an annual gift in each 
of the four years of Campaign Minnesota -
2000 through 2003 - donars will receive 
special recognition at campaign close. 

The next endeavor will be for the Cen-
tennial Project Committee to proceed 
with a vision and plan for the Gazebo 
and the surrounding park area. The goal 
is to have it in place by the time of our 
Centennial celebration in the year 2005. 
Hopefully, this plan will include input 
from at least some of you. We will keep 
you posted through the Aggie. I be-
lieve that all, who attended the NWSA, 
feel that the NWSA contributed to the 
vitality and leadership of the Red River 
Valley and beyond. The UMC Campus 
is certainly continuing that role. It is 
our hope that the Centennial Park 
Project will reflect on the foundation that 
was those early years, and also points 
the way to the future that the UMC so 
exemplifies. 

Take care and enjoy! 

Campaign News 
Campaign Surpasses $1 Billion 
Gifts for Campaign Minnesota now total 
more than $1 billion, reaching 
$1,001,100,000 as of December 31, 
2000, or 77 percent of the campaign's 
goal of $1.3 billion by 2003. Campaign 
Minnesota priorities include $540 million 
in endowment funds for faculty, students, 
and strategic investments, and another 
$760 million for research, ongoing aca-
demic programs, and outreach pro-
grams. 

Arboretum Receives $10 Million 
The University of Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum received a gift of $10 million 
from an anonymous donor for construc-
tion of its new visitor center. The center 
will serve as a formal entry point to the 
arboretum's gardens and collections, 
and will provide expanded space for in-
teractive exhibits and demonstrations, 
classrooms, an auditorium, gift shop, res-
taurant, and outdoor terrace. 

Faculty and Staff Give Generously 
More than 6.,.500 faculty and staff have 
given $35 million so far to Campaign Min-
nesota. 



From the Chancellor 

Donald Sargeant 
Spring semester is off to a good start. 
Ag-Arama and Snow Daze continue to 
be important to more and more stu-
dents at UMC; the UMC Student As-
sociation undertook the huge, important 
task of purchasing containers and 
implementing a first rate recycling pro-
gram across campus; several classes 
have students involved in service learn-

ing activities, which are integrated into 
their courses; the sports teams are 
hustling; and student clubs are busy 
with some new and some of the usual 
projects. Add to this the continuing 
changes that occur in the academic 
courses, and students continue to ben-
efit as UMC improves it educational 
environment. 

Kiehle Hall renovations have begun. The 
1910 historical building will be totally 
renovated with a new beautiful entrance 
on the south and an expanded technol-
ogy center on the north. Plans are to 
be finished in time for classes in fall 
2002. 

Enrollment is up from last year. The 
programs in Information Technology, 
Business Management, Equine Indus-
tries, Early Childhood Education, and 
Natural Resources experienced the 
most growth. And of course, students 
are coming from farther distances, in-
cluding more countries. So the oppor-

tunity to experience more of the world 
is easier at UMC than in previous years. 

The legislative session is underway, and 
I'm sure that you know by now that the 
Governor's budget proposal for the Uni-
versity was dismal. It is particularly 
troublesome for UMC, as we have ex-
perienced significant student growth 
and need funds to hire more faculty. 
We cannot grow UMC on tuition alone. 
The last thing we need now is a double-
digit student tuition increase, particu-
larly since most students at UMC al-
ready depend on financial aid. So 
please do visit with the legislators in 
your region or that you meet and en-
courage them to support the University 
of Minnesota legislative budget request. 
We appreciate your support. 

Editor's Note: For information on how 
to contact your legislator electronically, 
go to www.umn.edu/govrel. 

Alumni Room Moves to Robertson 
The Kiehle Building renovation 
project is underway. But that . 
doesn't mean the NWSA alumni 
have lost their heritage room. Mem-
bers of the NWSA Board of Direc-
tors helped set up a cozy space on 
the first floor of Robertson Hall 
where NWSA items can be dis-
played and where meetings can be 
held. Pictured at left in the new 
space are NWSA Alumni President 
Gerhard Ross, NWSA Board mem-
ber Arlone Thoreson Cymbal uk, 
and Del Roelofs, UMC Director of 
Development. Thanks also to 
Berneil Nelson, Marilyn and Darol 
Melby, and Bonnie and Chuck 
Holmquist. 
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From the Director 01 Development 

Del Roelofs 
My column in the AGGIE usually deals 
with NWSA and Development Office ac-
tivity. However, because of the tragic and 
untimely death of Michael Chowdry, I want 
to dedicate my column to the memory of 
his life and pay tribute to this truly remark-
able man. 

Michael came to UMC in the fall of 1976 
and enrolled in Agriculture Aviation. My 
first recollection of Michael was during this 
time when he occasionally attended the 
Presbyterian Church as a guest of Rev. 
Phil and Barb Weiler. He was a conge-
nial, unassuming young man who took 
his place in the pew with Barb and the 
children. Little did any of us know at that 
time that in just twenty short years he 
would become the founder, CEO and 
Chairman of Atlas Air, Inc. and be listed 
as one of American's elite as a member 
of the forbes 400. Michael's achieve-
ments are astonishing in and of them-
selves, but when you couple them with 
the adversity that challenged him, you 
begin to that he was indeed 
a very special person. He was born in 
Pakistan on October 20, 1954. He set out 
for England at the age of 14 with dream of 
seeking opportunity that didn't exist in his 
homeland. While in London, his jobs 
ranged from delivering groceries on his 
bicycle to driving a minicab, to ferrying 
emergency blood supplies back and forth 
across the city. He often wore a hat pulled 
down low and chewed on a cigar to dis-
guise his age. 

As a boy, Michael would watch airplanes 
whenever he could and fantasize that he 
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was piloting them across the sky. While 
in England, he began to check into col-
leges and universities where he could 
take aviation and decided he would have 

come to America to realize his dream. 
At that time and in that process he de-
cided to come to the U.S. and enroll at the 
University of Minnesota, Crookston. While 
in New York he was mugged and lost the 
small amount of money that he had man-
aged to save up for college. When Dr. 
Irvie Glick picked him up at the Grand 
Fords airport he was essentially wearing 
everything he possessed. 

None of the adversity he had experienced 
deterred his determination to complete 
his aviation training and earn his com-
mercial pilot's license. In fact, he became 
almost mesmerized by the idea that in 
America, anyone who was wiling to work 
hard could succeed. To achieve his goal, 
Michael did any type of work he could get 
to pay for his college education. He 
pumped gas, 

air cargo carriers was on the increase, 
Michael introduced the concept of 
outsourcing cargo capacity for the world's 

. major international airlines and founded 
Atlas Air, Inc. Today, Atlas Air, Inc. is the 
third largest cargo carrier in the world for 
revenue tons carried. 

On January 24, 2001 Michael died in a 
tragic accident piloting a Czech training 
jet that he loved to fly. "Michael is survived 
by his wife, Linda, who he met when she 
came to sell him a phone system for his 
first business. He was sold on more than 
just the phones and they were married in 
1983. Together they raised Linda's 
daughters, Jennifer and Regan and had 
a son, Jimmy in 1989 and a daughter, 
Olivia, in 1991. Although Atlas Air was 
his passion, Michael 's family was his 
foundation. Michael was able to accom-
plish great things both personally and 
professionally by taking risks and seiz-
ing opportunities. He lived an extraordi-

washed • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
nary life. With a 
warm heart and a 
welcoming smile, 
his family grew to 
include friends 
and colleagues 
around the world. 
He will be remem-
bered fondly."· 

Riverview • • • • Hospital win - • • 
dows, crop- : : 
dusted, drove • • 
the church bus : : 
on Sunday • • 
morning, did : : 
janitor work • 
and per- : 
formed any • 
other job he : 
could get to • 
help pay his : 
way. He also • 
honed his ne- : 
gotiations • 
skills during : 
this time to get : 
tuition and • 
fees due date • • extensions. • Michael Chowdry 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

I will be forever 
grateful to have 
had the opportu-
nity to know this 
wonderful, gener-
ous man. 

*Reprinted from "A 
Celebration of the 
Life of Michael A. 
Chowdry" 

Jack Bywater •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
could fill you in on a lot more of the details 
on this subject. 

Michael graduated from UMC in the spring 
of 1978. For the next 14 years he started 
a number of different businesses all af-
fi liated with aviation. Several of these 
businesses failed. In fact, on one occa-
sion he actually sold the family home to 
meet the company payroll. In 1992, based 
on the premise that market demand for 

Point of Information: In 1998, Michael es-
tablished the Michael A. Chowdry Entre-
preneurial Scholarship Fund. Each year 
eight scholarships are awarded, four stu-
dents receive $5,000 scholarships and 
four additional students are each given 
$2.500 scholarships. The Chowdry 
Scholarships are the most sought after 
scholarships on "campus, with more than 
60 students competing for this coveted 
prize annually. 



2000 Torch and Shield Honors 
The 23rd annual Torch and Shield Banquet, held November 1 , 2000, recognized several NWSA individuals for their gifts to 
the University of Minnesota Crookston. On behalf of UMC, we extend our deepest appreciation for the "Aggie Spirit" these 
gifts support. The event brought recognition to new members of the University of Minnesota Foundation Gift Clubs, Annual 
Giving Clubs, and UMC Gifts Clubs as follows. If you are interested in joining one of these clubs, please contact Del 
Reolofs. 

UMF TRUSTEES SOCIETY 
(gifts of $100,000 through $499,999) 
Harris A Peterson '42 

UMF CHANCELLORS SOCIETY 
(gifts of $50,000 through $99,999) 
Les Nielsen '58 

UMF HERITAGE SOCIETY 
(deferred gifts) 
Andrew Skaar '40 

UMC CHAMPIONS CLUB 
(Gifts of $5,000+) 
Morris Dahl '37 

UMC SPONSORS CLUB 
(gifts of $2,500+) 
Gilman Hanson '36 

UMC ASSOCIATES CLUB 
(gifts of $1,000 +) 
Margaret Seemann '45 
Morris Webster' 45 

Morris Webster 

NWSA Shirts for Sale 
QUANTITY 

(number) 

(sweatshirt) 

(polo/golf shirt) 

SIZE CHOICE 
(please check size) 

Medium 
Large 
X Large 
XX Large 

ANNUAL GIVING-GOLD CLUB 
(Annual gifts of $2,500 through $24,999) 
Ray K Johnson '46 
Les Nielsen '58 . 
Dr. Ernest Newhouse '28 

Les & June Nielsen 

COLOR 

Peppercorn Sweatshirt - $25.00 

Polo - $22.00 

Name __________________________________________________________________ ___ 

______________________________________________________________ ___ 
Street 

City State Zip 

Phone ______________________________ __ 
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Centennial Project 

Current UMC students and NWSA Alumni met for a round of Christmas Carols at the Harris Peterson Gazebo during the holidays. 

The Centennial Project Committee mailings. A nice collage of photos 
met, and it was concluded that we of the gazebo and grounds are 
needed agreement on the goals of available on UMC website: 
the Centennial Park Project, before www.crk.umn.edu. However, there 
we could seriously consider the is a need for a specific plan that 
overall plan. This will require input people widely agree on. These are 
from NWSA and UMC alumni. I am some of the suggestions that have 
appealing to all of you to consider surfaced: 
the suggestions that have come 
before the Committee and com-
ment on those suggestions or add 
your own suggestions. 

The gazebo exists on location. 
Drawings and photos have been 
generated. Many of you may have 
seen the photo rendition of the pro-
posed park on requests for support 
made available in 

1. 

2. 

3. 

A sign, possibly granite, to iden-
tify the site, with the back as a 
place to recognize contributors. 

A NWSA memorial garden that 
recognizes staff and associ-
ated written memories. 

A time line of significant events 
parallel to an existing sidewalk. 

4. A sundial (which you can see 
on the photo rendering) with 
time events around it. 

5. Recognition of athletics. 
6. Recognition of agricultural in-

struction and research. 
7. The Park should be an educa-

tional tool. 
8. The need to recognize the tech-

nology component of UMC plus 
evolvement from its roots to the 
present four year college. 
These limited suggestions are 
a starting point for you, I hope 
you will respond with your com-
ments and any other sugges-
tions. 

Check out a site on the Internet, just for NWSA alumni: 
www crk um d I I I I -/NWSA h rfe/index htm 
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Become a Sponsor of the 
Centennial Park Proj ect 

Proposed Centennial Park, photo renderings are courtesy of Dick Widseth, Widseth Smith Nolting. 

As we celebrate the dedication of the Harris A. Peterson 
Gazebo, we wish to thank you for your support. The Ga-
zebo is the initial piece of the Centennial Park Project. 
Plans are to develop the Centennial Park which will en-
compass a NWSA Memorial Garden to the north and east 
of the Gazebo and a Centennial Plaza area to the south. 
This project will provide a "Town Square" atmosphere to 
this beautiful area of our Campus. 

Where: On the northeast corner of the Campus Mall adjacent 
to the Sunken Gardens. This site has easy access to parking, 
Bede Hall Ballroom and Sahlstrom Conference Center which 
can provide catering and access to restrooms for special events. 
This site will provide a living historical link between the North-
west School of Agriculture and UMC. 

Why: This facility will accentuate a "Spirit of Community" pro-
viding a meeting place while taking advantage of the beautiful 
surroundings that make our campus a special place. The Ga-
zebo and surrounding area can provide a place to host reunions, 
weddings, concerts, talent shows and many other special 
events. 

Construction of the Gazebo was 
made possible thanks to a gener-
ous donation by NWSA Alum 
Harris A. Peterson ('42). Harris 
is the the owner and CEO of Minn-
Dak Growers, Ltd., a world-wide 
supplier of mustard, buckwheat, 
and confection sunflower ingredi-
ents to the food industry. Harris Harris A. Peterson 
says, "The NWSA was an important part of my life. 
My fellow classmates and I were like family, and I 
think we all had a tremendous advantage in realizing 
our dreams by attending the Northwest School of Ag-
riculture." 

We wish to thank the UMC Facilities Management personnel for 
their hard work and dedication that made this project a reality: Kent 
Freberg; Paul Schultz; Bernie Elseth; Jerry Rude; Greg Benoit; 
Michelle Holman; Neil Vraa; Jared Robinson; Ted Paul; and Denny 
Kuzel. 

o I would like to support the Centennial Park Project 
Name ___________________________ Class of __________ _ 

Address _______________ _ Phone ( Email ________ _ 

City _____________________ State ________ ZIP _______ _ 

I/we would like to the support the NWSA Centennial Park Project. My/our commitment will be made as follows: 

o With the enclosed sum of $ . Please make your check payable to Centennial Park Project 

o With a pledge of $ _____ to be paid as follows: ___ contributions commencing on ___ and completed 
on (date). 

Please send your contribution to: 
NWSA Alumni Association, 2900 University Ave., Crookston, MN 56716-5001 
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Senior Computer Workshop 

When making plans to attend the 
NWSA reunion in June, schedule a few 
extra days to participate in UMC work-
shops on computers and the Internet. 
UMC has been hosting successful in-
troductory computer training for seniors 
across the country, and is now sched-
uling training convenient to your reunion. 
Make your return to UMC a learning ex-
perience! 

UMC will offer three workshop options. 
Come for a full week of beginning com-
puting topics, or choose from two 2-day 
workshops. The week-long training is 
June 25-29. The two-day workshops 
are June 28-29. Each workshop in-
cludes six hours of hands-on classroom 
training on UMC's famous laptops with 
experienced, personable instructors. 

Betty Floan, a NWSA alum who has 
been participating in the training every 
year as a volunteer, says ''This is a great 
program you are offering and I hope 
many will take advantage." Her com-
puting experience started with a class 
just like this, one designed for people 
with no experience. She now returns 
to UMC every year as a classroom vol-
unteer for the Elderhostel Senior Com-
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puter Training and is a Foster Grand-
parent in her school working with com-
puters. Betty adds "It has opened new 
challenges for me and I'm looking for-
ward to helping others open up to the 
world of computers. I'm also thankful 
to Miss Hughbanks' typing class at 
NWSA." 

Workshop topics and activities are de-
signed for people with no experience. 
They are paced to help you learn. Sev-
eral classroom assistants will provide 
individual attention, and handouts and 
materials will help you review and ex-
pand your classroom experience. The 
schedule and topics are listed in the 
chart below and on the next page. 

Workshop attendees may participate as 
a commuter or reside on campus in 
UMC's comfortable West Side Apart-
ments. The apartments are air-condi-
tioned, two-bedroom suites with a kitch-
enette and living room. Each bedroom 
has two twin beds and a bath. The 
apartments also have connections for 
you to plug in your laptop anytime out-
side of class. Meals will be provided 
by UMC's excellent Dining Services 
staff. 

Pricing is based on commuter or resi-
dent status. Pricing includes three 
meals each day. 

Five-day workshop 
Resident Commuter 
$499 $349 
Two-day workshop 
Resident Commuter 
$199 $139 

Computer Basics and 
Creating Letters 

Computer Basics and 
Creating Letters 

Using E-mail and 
Exploring the Internet 

Creating Specialty 
Documents 
(Newsletters, Posters 
Postcards) and 
Managing Your Files 

Capture Images Digitally 
and Modify Them 

Track Finances with 
Microsoft® Money 

Using E-mail and 
Exploring the Internet 

Capture Images Digitally 
and Modify Them 

Track Finances with 
Microsoft® Money 



Senior Computer Workshop 

Please contact UMC's Center for Adult 
Learning for more information about the 
Summer Senior Computing Workshop 
or to reserve your classroom seat. 

Call us at 218-281-8681 or 
email Hilary Bertsch at 
hbertsch@mail.crk.umn.edu. 
We look forward to helping you 
get computer-wise. 

What is the impact of the computer on our lives? A study by Media Metrix 
revealed that women over 55 represent the fastest-growing age group on the 
Internet, a 98.1 percent increase over 1999. (New York Times, 29 June 2000). 
Many websites offer information for seniors. 

Some, like, www.elderweb.com. offer links to health care and financial 
service sites, and www.caregiver.org/factsheet.htmlprovides information 
on issues like Medicaid, power of attorney, and revocable living trusts. (Forbes, 
22 May 2000). The computer has also made a difference in how we commu-
nicate with each other, from daily emails to family newsletters with digital 
photos of the grand kids and latest adventure. 

./' Specialized computer workshop for senior learners. . 

./' Introductory level of topics. 

./' Hands-on training with personal assistance. 

./' You 'll complete tasks and projects each day. 

./' Use a UMC laptop for the training. 

./' Choose from 5-day and 2-day options. 

./' Choose from campus residence or commuter options. 

• •••••••••••••••••••• 

Make vour plans 
now 

toanendthe 
2001 

NWSA Reunion 
on June 29·30, 2001 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Honored Classes: 1926, 1931, 1936, 1941, 

1946,1951,1956,1961,1966 

The of Minnesota is celebrating its 
SesQuicentennial. It promises to be a magnifi -
cent affair. a uniQue blend of honoring historic 
accomplishments and looking to the 21st century 
at the of Minnesota. As a coordinate 
campus, the of Minnesota, Crookston 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA is sharing in this once-in-a-Iifetime celebration! 
Hats-off to the of Minnesota! 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

• 

• Reunion • • • • • Social • • • • 

Friday, June 29, 
2001 

7:00 p.m. 
Northland Inn 

Crookston, MN 

All alumni are 
invited to come 
and socialize. 

Free hors d'oeuvres 
Cash bar 

•••••• •• • ••• ••••••• 
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2000-2001 IWSA Scholarships 
Avvards and R ecipients 

NWSA Heritage Fund Scholarships are 
awarded to direct descendants of North-
west School of Agriculture alumni. Re-
cipients who demonstrate high academic 
progress may renew this scholarship. 
Freshman and Sophomore (4 semesters 
full time) receive $450 per semester for a 
total of $900/yr; Juniors and Seniors (4 
semesters full time) receive $300 per 
semester for a total of $600/yr. 

Nicholle Brault, Crookston 
Dietetic Technician 

Joell Diamond, Crookston 
Info Networking Mgmt 

Brian Larson, Angus 
Ag Food Sys Mgmt 

Karen Miska, Euclid 
Hotel/Rest/lnst Mgmt 

Daniel Oberg, Isanti 
NatRsrc 

Michael Steinhauer, Thief River Falls 
NatRsrc 

Melanie Tiedemann, Euclid 
Early Childhood Mgmt 

Megan Tollefson, Crookston 
Acct 

Alton & Otilda Anderson Scholarship 
was established in 1998 by their daugh-
ter, Phyllis Anderson Solee '47, and is 
awarded to a woman student majoring in 
agriculture with preference given to an 
Agronomy major. Recipient must main-
tain a GPA of 3.0 in all coursework at-
tempted. Academic performance, scho-
lastic aptitude, evidence of outstanding 
leadership, creativity and community in-
volvement will be considered in the se-
lection process. 

Angela Muscha, Harvey NO 
Plant Ind Mgmt 

Dr. Benjamin Bakkegard '39-'42 estab-
lishetl through a gift annunity the Ardelle 
Hamlett Bakkegard Scholarship. 
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Elenora and Ben Filipi Memorial Schol-
arship was established in 1990. This en-
<;towment provides scholarships to direct 
descendants of Northwest School of Ag-
riculture alumni or other deserving stu-
dents. Recipients who demonstrate high 
academic progress may renew this schol-
arship. 

Sevrin Anderson, Drayton NO 
Business Mgmt 

Kari Baker, Chatfield 
Early Childhood Mgmt 

Daniel Bass, Fosston 
InfoNetMgmt 

Chris Bjorneby, Grafton NO 
Ag Ind Sales Mgmt 

Kristian Borg, Crookston 
Hotel/Rest/lnst Mgmt 

Steven Brandt, Kimball 
Business Mgmt 

Joell Diamond, Crookston 
InfoNetMgmt 

Jeremy Gowan, Oslo 
Ag Ind Sales Mgmt 

Michael Hanson, Plummer 
InfoNetMgmt 

Martin Hochhalter, Asley NO 
Plant Ind Mgmt 

Ryan Knutson, Reynolds NO 
Ag Ind Sales Mgmt 

Kathleen McInerney, Grand Rapids 
Early Childhood Educ 

Angela Muscha, Harvey NO 
Plant Ind Mgmt 

Kerry Schaar, Crookston 
Early Childhood M'gmt 

Loren Scramstad, Middle River 
Inf6NetMgmt 

Lisa Stanley, Crookston 
InfoNetMgmt 

Angela Swanson, Brainerd 
Early Childhood Educ 

Carrie Tollefson, Crookston 
ScientificlTechnical Com 

Megan Tollefson, Crookston 
Acct 

Mamie Wirth, Munich NO 
Business Mgmt 

Arvin Gorden '32 established a Gift An-
nuity for the Arvin Gorden Scholarship. 

Earl Hvidsten '41 Memorial Scholarship 
was established in 1995 by his wife, 
Gloria Hvidsten. Preference is given to 
graduates of Stephen High School. 

Amy Kuznia, Stephen 
Business Mgmt 

Laura Pikop, Stephen 
Ag Ind Sales Mgmt 

Lyle Kasprick '50 Scholarship recognizes 
direct NWSA descendants who are full-
time students wishing to further their edu-
cation at UMC. 

Nathan Johnson, East Grand Forks 
HoteVResilns Mgmt 

Francis Klein-Fortie '46 Scholarship was 
established in 1999 by her 1946 NWSA 
Classmates. This endowment was es-
tablished for NWSA descendants with a 
2.50 high school GPA or 2.5 post-second-
aryGPA. 

Kelly Bisek, Mahnomen 
Animal Ind Mgmt 

Albert Kopecky '23 Memorial Scholar-
ship is awarded to freshman agriculture 
majors who have demonstrated involve-
ment in school/community activities or or-
ganizations. 

Traci Graning, Becker 
Acct 

Megan Tollefson, Crookston 
Acct 

(continuedonpage 13) 



2000-2001 NWSA Scholarships 
Avvards and Recipients ... continued 

Wallace '24 and Hanna Miller Scholar-
ship was established in 1991. The schol-
arship recognizes NWSA direct descen-
dants and other deserving students who 
wish to further their education at UMC. 
Recipients who demonstrate high aca-
demic progress may renew this scholar-
ship. 

Matthew Fredrickson, Apple Valley 
Plant Ind Mgmt 

Rebekka Haarstad, Rothsay 
Equine Ind Mgmt 

Sara Hamre, Erskine 
InfoNetMgmt 

Tony Houdek, Fargo, NO 
InfoNetMgmt 

Carla Juntunen, Perth NO 
Early Childhood Mgmt 

Amy Kovarik, Grand Forks NO 
InfoNetMgmt 

William Lowder, Macon GA 
Undecided 

Katie Mergenthal, Grand Forks NO 
DietTech 

Annie Nelson, Nevis 
Equine Ind Mgmt 

Jessi Piepkorn, Wadena 
Early Childhood Educ 

Angela Pommerening, Oakdale 
Animal Ind Mgmt 

Rebecca Seifert, Wahpeton, NO 
Environ/Nat Res Mgmt 

Marc Strahm, Lisbon NO 
Golf Facilities/furf Mgmt 

Kari Visness, Karlstad 
DietTech 

Dr. Ernest Newhouse '28 established the 
Ernest and Edna Newhouse Endowed 
Scholarship through a Bequest. 

Mitch (Uen) Nielsen Memorial Scholar-
ship was established in 1999 by Les '58 
and June Nielsen, in remembrance of 
their son, Mitch. Students must be from 
the Clearbrook-Gonvick High School and 
maintain an average GPA of 2.1 and want 
to continue their education. 

Rachel Sundbom, Clearbrook 
Marketing/Management 

Edwin A. Pearson '43 Scholarship was 
established in 1993, a NWSA alumni, in . 
memory of his wife, Dorothy. The schol-
arship is awarded to a direct descendant 
of a NWSA alumni who is in the top one-
half of his/her graduating class. 

Nicole Brault, Crookston 
Dietetic Technician 

S Wilbur Peterson Memorial Scholarship 
was established in 1998 by the family of 
T. W. Odegaard and is awarded to an up-
per-division student studying in agricul-
ture from northwestern Minnesota, aver-
age student who has demonstrated aca-
demic progress and participates in extra-
curricular activities. 

Kevin Jacobson, Fullerton, NO 
Agronomy/Soils Mgmt 

Lyle Roberts Memorial Scholarship was 
established by the estate of Edna 
Gudvangen in memory of her son, Lyle. 
The student must be a first year student 
either a freshman or transfer student. 

Gatchang Duach, Nashville TN 
InfoNetMgmt 

Michael Steinhauer, Thief River Falls 
Natural Resources 

Clarence '41 & Edna '44 Sargent Schol-
arship was established in 1998 and is 
awarded to a needy second year student 
who is average or above with excellent 
potential in Ag related studies. Prefer-
ence will be given to 7th Congressional 
District residents. If no Ag student avail-
able, music students may be considered. 

Timothy Adams, Eleva WI 
Agricultural Aviation 

Andrew '24 and Elmer '28 Wardeberg 
Memorial Scholarship is awarded to de-
scendants of NWSA alumni and other 
deserving students who have maintained 
satisfactory academic standing. 

Joell Diamond, Crookston 
InfoNetMgmt 

Jeremy Gowan, Oslo 
Ag Ind Sales Mgmt 

Nathan Johnson, East Grand Forks 
HotellRestllnst Mgmt 

Brian Larson, Angus 
Ag Food Sys Mgmt 

Grant Shane, Oslo 
Natural Resources 

Melanie Tiedemann, Euclid 
Early Childhood Mgmt 

Carrie Tollefson, Crookston 
ScientificlTechnical Com 

,;' ., 

Ed Widseth '32. Memorial Scholarship 
will recognize those characteristics epito-
mized by Ed Widseth - outstanding ath-
letic, leadership and academic achieve-
ments. Awarded to an incoming fresh-
man or college transfer football player, 
renewable for up to four years, contingent 
upon the demonstration of athletic and 
academic excellence. A minimum GPA 
of 3.0 is required. 

Justin Buzby, Palmer, AK 
Business Mgmt 

Nicholas Buzby, Palmer, AK 
Undecided 

Daniel Oberg, Isanti 
NatRsrc 

Make your scholarship . 
donations work for you . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Encourage a High School 
Senior to apply at UMC! ' 

The Aggie Page 13 



Texas Social 

NWSA alumni enjoying the Texas Social on March 6, 2001. A special time was had at Mr. Gatti's Pizza in McAllen, TX. 

Marjorie (Ofstedahl) '43 and Si Hanson, 
our host couple received a NWSA 
sweatshirt with thanks on behalf of the 
Alumni Association. 

Don and Anita Rivard enjoyed the beauti-
Del Roelofs presenting a NWSA shirt to Del Roelofs, Joyce and George '49 Huard ful Texas weather and the Alumni Social 
Orland Thoreson '47. at the Texas Social. with Del Roelofs. 
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A legacv 01 Memories ollhe 
Northwest School 01 Agriculture 
By Dr. Charles R. Samuelson, Senior Class of 1943, Advanced Class of 1944 

Charles Samuelson '43 
"Sammy" 

(From the 1943 Aggie Yearbook) 

The Northwest School of Agriculture in 
Crookston, Minnesota, has been a part 
of the Samuelson family since 1907. 
My dad's older brother, Youngve 
Samuelson, attended NWSA then. My 
father, Richard Samuelson, attended in 
1912-1914 for only two years. When I 
asked Dad why he didn't go back and 
graduate, he replied, "That's the year 
we bought the car." I guess parents 
had trouble with kids and cars way back 
at the beginning. 

My dad said all men students had to 
take military training When he was in 
school in 1912-14. In 1920 Oscar 
Samuelson, my dad's brother, gradu-
ated from the NWSA. School was only 
6 months long. (It was still only six 
months long when I attended, 1940-
1944.) The Fall Quarter consisted of 
October, November, and December. 
The Winter Quarter consisted of Janu-
ary, February, and March. School was 
in session during the off-season of fan-
ning so when planting time came, ev-
eryone would be home to help on the 
family farm. 

boarding school, it was decided that I 
should live in the dormitory. My par-
ents took me there in early October of 
1941. I was 14 years old. We all car-
ried my stuff to my room, a single room 
on the third floor in the back of Stephens 
Hall. After making my bed, my mother 
kissed me goodbye, my father shook 
my hand, and then they left for home in 
that early October afternoon. My home 
was only 10 miles away, to the east of 
Crookston, but since there were very 
few school buses in our area at that 
time, parents had to transport their own 
children to and from school or rent a 
room for them in the city so they could 
attend Crookston high school. This was 
the case in 1941 for almost all the 400 
students who attended the Northwest 
School from the Red River Valley. 

I remember so very well that first night 
in Stephens Hall. I went to the dining 
hall for supper and sat in a vacant chair. 
I had not been assigned a seat because 
I had enrolled late, a week after school 
had started. After eating I went back 
to my room and looked at my books for 
a while. Very few students had radios 
so there was very little to do other than 
to study that night. The praeceptor 

(dorm supervisor) came by my room at 
10 p.m. for bed check and to turn the 
room lights off. He said good-night, 
closed the door to my room, and left 
me all alone, probably for the first time 
in my young life. I 'remember that it 
was very hot and uncomfortable. I lay 
in bed wide-awake. I don't remember 
being lonesome, but I do the 
lonesome whistle of a train crossing 
Highway 75 about a mile away. The 
whistle of that train is just as real to me 
now as if it had happened yesterday 
instead of almost 60 years ago. How-
ever, within two weeks I moved in with 
two other students, Albert Machal and 
Jaroslav Kruta, and everything was fine 
from then on (even though they spoke 
Bohemian to each other much of the 
time). 

We all learned to be self-reliant very 
quickly. If you wanted to eat breakfast, 
you had to get out of bed in the morn-
ing all by yourself, stand in line to get 
washed up, get dressed, and get over 
to the dining hall before it was too late. 
We found out very quickly that no one 
cared if you got breakfast or not. It was 
no fun to be hungry, so I hardly ever 
missed a meal. (continuedonpage 16) 

Looking east at Stephen's Hall from the Kiehle Building. Bede Hall (then the 
Dining Hall) is visible in the distance. 
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Memories of the NWSA ... 
continued 

At the dining hall, we all were assigned 
seats at the tables. Everything was 
family style with boys and girls seated 
at each table. Each table had an up-
per-class boy as a host and an upper-
class class girl as a hostess. Girls 
employed as waitresses would bring the 
food to each table. The host would put 
the spoon in the dish and pass it to the 
hostess, who would take the first por-
tion from the serving dish and pass the 
dish on. Each student helped himself 
as the bowls and platters were passed 
around. The last person to be served 
was the host, and often times there was 
very little left for him so we would send 
out for seconds. (This was called 'star-
vation corner'). When seconds arrived, 
the host served himself and passed the 
dish around in reverse order so the last 
person served was the first to get sec-
onds, which, in reality, might have been 
his first. 

The girls came in the girls' entrance and 
the boys came in the boys' entrance 
and all left the same way. 

We all sang table grace (the Doxology) 
before we sat down. The food did not 
come until we had finished singing. We 
were hungry and we seemed to eat 
quickly. The rule was that you could 
not leave the table until everyone at your 

table had finished. The dining hall ma-
tron determined when most tables had 
finished and would then ring a bell. A 
stampede to exit usually followed much 
to the chagrin of the dining hall matron. 
She never could solve that problem, al-
though she tried many things without 
avail. 

I learned very early that whenever there 
was a good dessert someone would 
distract you and another would steal 
your dessert. So to protect your des-
sert, you would pick it up, and while 
everyone was watching, you would spit 
in it. No one would steal it then! We 
often sang "Happy Birthday" to some-
one at our table or another table while 
we were eating. Sometimes we would 
sing "Happy Birthday" to the same per-
son every couple of weeks. 

Social hours were held on Tuesday eve-
nings from 7-8 pm in the Aggie Inn, 
which was on the first floor of the dining 
hall. Records were played, and danc-
ing was the main event. It was here 
that I learned to dance. It seemed to 
me that all the girls knew how to dance 
while very few boys, including me, knew 
any of those social graces. 

We had all-school convocations every 
Wednesday and Friday at 10 a.m. 
These get-togethers always began with 
Bible reading, which was usually one 
of the Psalms read responsively by the 

The NWSA Campus in the 30's and 40's. 
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school superintendent, T. M. McCall 
and the student body. This was fol-
lowed with everyone singing a hymn 
that had been chosen from the 
hymnbook at each seat. A Movietone 
newsreel about the war was usually 
shown, followed by programs consist-
ing of music, choirs, plays, speakers, 
speech choir, speech contests, pep 
tests, song contests, visiting speakers, 
faculty presentations, etc. 

We were expected to be in our respec-
tive dorms by 7 p.m. each evening of 
each school day and no later than 11 
p.m. on Saturdays and 9 p.m. on Sun-
days. After 7 p.m. a student had to get 
a pass from the praeceptor in order to 
go to the library. The time a student 
left the dorm was put on the slip and 
noted upon arrival at the library. When 
the library closed at 9 p.m., the slip was 
retrieved from the librarian, signed with 
the time noted, and returned to the 
praeceptor when you arrived back at the 
dorm. Failure to do so could result in 
disciplinary action, which meant restric-
tion to the dorm and/or campus for a 
week. 

The school emphasis was on scholar-
ship. The teachers were all employees 
of the University of Minnesota, and it 
showed. Many had been at the North-
west School for years, and many had 
made a name for themselves in the field 
of agricultural education in northern 



Memories of the NWSA ... 
continued 

Minnesota as well as throughout the 
state. 

The Northwest School was structured 
like a college. The classes were just 
like college classes. A student had a 
class schedule, roll was taken, and then 
45 minutes of class. If a student had 
an open period, he was free to go to 
the Aggie Inn, the dorm, the library, or 
just stroll around the campus with his 
friends. The instructors were very well-
educated. We had top-notch teachers, 
and this resulted in top-notch educa-
tions. 

Grades were important. If one did not 
do well in a test, the instructor would 
give a "below grade." Below grades were 
blue slips that were sent out from the 
registrar's office and put in your mail-
box on Tuesdays. This meant you were 
failing and were restricted to the dorm. 
One could leave to go to the library only, 
was excluded from athletic and social 
activities, and was restricted to the cam-
pus for two weeks. It was always inter-
esting to go to the mailboxes in Kiehle 
Building at 11 a.m. when the below 
grades came out. Each mailbox had a 
small window, and you could see the 

T.M. McCall and Margret Fylling. McCall was the NWSA School Superintendent 
from 1937 - 1956. 

slip inside. How humiliating it was to 
remove that slip while your friends were 
watching! It helped a lot if they got one, 
too. 

Classes at the Northwest School were 
held Monday through Friday for the first 
time when I enrolled in the fall of 1940. 
Prior to that and since the beginning of 
the school in 1905, classes were held 
Tuesday through Saturday. No classes 
were held on Sunday or Monday. I never 

Editor'snote: Besure 
to read the next issue 
of the Aggie, where 
Dr. Samuelson's 
recollections will 
continue. If you would 
like to share your 
memories of NWSA 
life, submit them to 
Ardis Thompson, 205 
Selvig Hall, UMC, 2900 
University A venue, 
Crookston, MN 56716. 

Dr. Charles "Doc Sam" Samuelson and his wife Idella in a photo taken for their 45th wedding 
anniversary on April 6, 2001. The couple met in Thief River Falls in 1955 and have lived there 
since. Doc Sam, now retired, was a biology teacher at Northland Community College - one of the 
first four hi red when the college was founded in 1965. 

did learn why classes were held on 
Tuesday though Saturday all those 
years. Maybe someone else knows. 

At the Northwest School students were 
classified as Freshmen, Juniors, Se-
niors, and Advanced. A student com-
pleted the curriculum and graduated as 
a senior in late March of the third year. 
In order to get a high school equiva-
lency, students returned for the forth 
year as a member of the Advanced 
Class. Both Seniors and Advanced 
wore caps and gowns and at the spring 
graduation ceremony. I always consid-
ered myself to be a member of the Se-
nior Class of 1943 and Advanced Class 
of 1944. It was the Senior Class that 
really counted as far as we were con-
cerned. 

r-----------., 
I 
I 

Have We Heard From . I 
You'latelvil I 

II Let us know any information or news you'd like II 
to share. Photos are welcome. Please include 

I year of graduation. I 
I I I Via US Mail: NWSA Alumni Association, Uni- I 
I versity of Minnesota, Crookston, 2900 Univer- I 

sity Avenue, Crookston, MN 56716 or E-mail: 
I ardis@mail,crk.umn.edu or I 
I Phone: 1-800-862-6466 ext. 8437. I .._---------_.1 
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In Jt1 eJ1W/Uf ()I· · · ................................................... ; ;. .. ............................. . 
: NWSA Alumni who are no longer with us. Through out their lifetime, these individuals developed : 
: a rich heritage, traveled many pathways, and encountered numerous experiences. Their memory : 
: will remain as part of the Northwest School of Agriculture. • ...................................................................................... 

Hannah Njaa Abrahamson '28-'29 
Wannaska, MN 
October 30, 2000 

Alma Holmen Amundson '33 
Bagley, MN 
November 29, 2000 

Arnold Anderson '33 
Greenbush, MN 
November 26, 2000 

Merton Anderson' 42 
Crookston, MN 
February 14, 2001 

Duane Balderston '49-'50 
Lake Bronson MN 
November 16, 2000 

Harvey Degerness '46 
Eagan,MN 
Oc.tober 19, 2000 

Herman Gilbertson (staff '53-'87) 
Crookston, MN 

. November 27, 2000 

Martin Hanson '36 
Thief River Falls, MN 
February 6; 2001 

Max'lne Glass Hanson '41 
Crookston, MN 
November 30, 2000 

Nora Howard Hanson '33 
Trail, MN 
July 23, 2000 
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Almer B. Hedahl '23-'24 
Twin Valley, MN 
October 14. 2000 

Oliver Labine '38 
Argyle, MN 
December 22, 2000 

Rev Obert J. Landsverk '38 
Spokane, WA 
January 25, 1996 

Ruby Hanson MacDonald '27 
Protor, MN 
July 14, 2000 

Joseph B. Myrold '35 
Crookston, MN 
February 15, 2001 

Marville Nagnusson '44 
Argyle MN 
March 14, 2001 

Mrs. Bernice Youngquist 
St. Paul, MN 

February 16, 2001 

Mrs. Youngquist 
was married to Dr. B.E. 

Youngquist, superintendent 
of the NWSA from 
1956-1968 and the 
Experiment Station 

from 1956 until 
his retirement in 1983. 

They have three 
children with families 

who live in the Twin Cities. 

Edmund T. Pederson '44 
Bejou MN 
December 21 , 2000 

S. Eugene Prestegaard '37 
Thief River Falls, MN 
January 29, 2001 

Sanford Smeby '66 
WingerMN 
January 10,2001 

John Stanko '36 
Menomonie, WI 
July 7,2000 

Joseph Vonasek '38 
Angus, MN 
November 7,2000 

Evelyn Anderson Aasboe 
(School Nurse '42-'44) 

Sioux Falls, SO 
March 23, 2001 

After attending nursing school at 
Grand Forks and then at 
Moorhead, Evelyn married Gerald 
Aasboe on June 11, 1943 at 
Osakis, MN. During the time that 
Gerald was away serving his 
country, Evelyn worked as a 
nurse at the Northwest School 
of Agriculture. After he returned 
they moved to Minneapolis for five 
years and Evelyn did private duty 
nursing. She served in many 
nursing positions including the 
school nurse at Osakis Public 
Schools, Health Nurse for Pope 
County, Director of the Commu-
nity Memorial Home and returned 
as school nurse in Osakis until 
her retirement in 1981 . 



E-mail Addresses 
Thanks to the following NWSA Alumni, the following E-Mail Addresses were received by the Alumni Office. Please keep us 
informed whenever you get a new E-Mail address, update your old E-Mail address, and we will include it in the next AGGIE 
newsletter. 

YR NAME ADDRESS CITY ST ZIP PHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS 
49 Baird, Tillie Hover 9'033 Silver Star Vancouver WA 98664 36'0.694.2277 tilykins@cs.com 
42 Barron, Bill and Marian 16'01 Hillcrest Rd. #53 Mobile AL 36695 334.634.49'05 wbarronsam@aoLcom 
46 Bergh, Maurice C. RR 4 Box 253B Pelican Rapids M'.J 56571 218.532.2225 mandenmn@aol.com 
51 Bohach, Harland 2528 Crescent Drive Grand Forks f\() 582'01 7'01 .772.8914 bohach@aero.und.edu 
59 Bohnsack, Phil 1734 Coleman Laton CA 93242 559.923.4'037 bohnsack@yahoo.com 
53 Bolstad, Jens M. 4'0'0 53rd St So Great Falls Mf 594'05 4'06.727.6'017 j88keys@worldnet.att.net 
57 Dragseth, Allan Rt 1 Box 1'06 Eldred M'.J 56523 218.281 .255'0 adragseth@rrv.net 
39 Durbahn, Dell 1'019 Cannon Ave Shoreview M'.J 55126 651.484.9457 pegdel@excite.com 
46 Ellis, Betty James 748 S Walton Dr Pueblo West CO 81'0'07 719.547.259'0 beellisl@juno.com 
55 Finkenbinder, Glen RR 1 Box 67 Crookston M'.J 56716 218.281.287'0 gmfink@rrv.net 
47 Grenier, Donavon 3243 Oakgreen Ave N Stillwater M'.J 55'082 651.439.2451 dgrenier@usfamily.net 
57 Gruhot, Clarence & Helen PO Box 195 412 Sutton Argyle M'.J 56713 hcgruhot@wiktel.com 
53 Gulleckson, Gelene (Balstad) HC 1 Box 51 Beltrami M'.J 56517 218.926.5642 Ismer@web-tv.net 
65 Hadley, Janis McElheney 1'044 W Turnberry Cir Farmington ur 84'025 8'01.447.9342 janhadley@hotmail.com 
43 Hallstrom, Earl "Bud" RR 8 Box 15'0-65 Donna TX 78537 956.464.9813 ebudhall@acnet.com 
61 Hanson, J. Neil 15185 91 St N Hamilton f\() 58238 7'01.265.4815 neijoy@aol.com 
47 Harker, Ruth 13'08 Lexington Way Fairfield CA 94533 7'07.422.9567 shastagirl@juno.com 
48 . Holm,James 2'083'0 Putting Ave Hastings M'.J 55'033 651.437.3236 Dholm l@msn.com 
44 HOimquist, Gien 496 Tomqhawk Ti'i Nekoosa WI 54457 715.325.2423 HolmquistGbt-tOlmq@aol.com 
53 Johnsen, Shirley Jensrud 2465 Martin Way White Bear Lake M'.J 5511'0 651.429.'0124 shirleyjohnsen@world.att.net 
65 Johnson, Dale 25'08 Hayes Drive Burnsville M'.J 55337 952.89'0.39'05 dd5@juno.com 
46 Johnson, Ray K. 7833 Shadowhill Way Cincinnati OH 45242 513.984.4327 rjohnson3@cinci.rr.com 
43 Kinney, Bill and Della 14225 Fairway Lane Becker M'.J 553'08 763.261 .2265 billkin@hotmail.com 
53 Kline, Bernice Baird 1661 Sneffles St Montrose CO 814'01 97'0.24'0.186'0 coolbernie@juno.com 
41 Knutson, Alton & Margetta 4893 217th St N Forest Lake M'.J 55'025 651.464.6'0'08 posadalamission@bigfoot.com 
6'0 Kuta, Donna Babinski 319 Edgecombe Dr Mahtomedi M'.J 55115 651.777.3184 LAKuta@attglobaLnet 
67 Lee, Loren 4'06 Daisy Lane Ada M'.J 5651'0 218.784-2'0'01 LCLEE@rrv.net 
57 Lee, Orin 6956 Lakeshore Dr NW Williams M'.J - 56686 218.783.4321 oclee@wikteLcom 
55 Loing, Willard 711 22nd Ave S Grand Forks f\() 582'01 7'01.772.1772 ewloing@myexcel.com 
58 Maidment, Luke D. 16295 Davis Rd Box 38 Fort Myers FL 339'08 941.466.4'038 LukeElaine@webtv.net 
56 Mertz, Kathryn 6'09 4th St SW Austin M'.J 55912 5'07.433.9124 dkmertz@rconnect.com 
44 Mykleby, Forrest 32'0 Red Fox Rd SE Cedar Rapids IA 524'03 frevmykleby@webtv.net 
48 Nelson, Rev Duane 2111 6th St S Moorhead M'.J 5656'0 218.233.9232 dcinelson@qwest.net 
58 Nielsen, Les 1135 Oakview Lane Plymouth M'.J 55441 763.544.3983 les@rbn.com 
66 Obowa, Anthony 212'0'0 Co Hwy 35 Underwood M'.J 56586 218.826.67'07 obowa@prteLcom 
45 Ophus, Roger 718 E Lakeside Dr Fergus Falls M'.J 56137 218.739.2824 rogero@prteLcom 
62 Pake, John C. 1722 4th St NE Mandan f\() 58554 7'01 .663.9953 jpake@bti.com 
42 Parduhn, Cleon D. 434'0 Clearwater Rd #108 St. Cloud M'.J 563'01 32'0.253.6'066 landcparduhn@yahoo.com 
49 Paur, John 2929 Fallen Leaf Drive Cameron Park CA 95682 53'0.677.3937 johnpaur@directcon.net 

Peterson, Harvey E 7'0'0 Fox Ridge Lorena TX 76655 254.666.5135 H-GPETERSON@worldnet.att.net 
62 Rotvold, Bonita PO Box 95 Hillsboro f\() 58'045 7'01.436.4118 Irotvold@rrb.net 
58 Sharp, Ronald 15557 Highway 5 Hamilton f\() 58238 7'01.265.8445 resharp@polarcomm.com 
54 Skretvedt, Merlin 3424 Lordshill Edwardsville IL 62'025 dalintd@aol.com 
58 Stanislowski, Robert 6'06 Pleasant Ave Crookston M'.J 56716 218.281.41 '09 stawski@spacestar.net 
55 Swan, Donna Miller 1825 l1'Oth Ave Balaton M'.J 56115 5'07.734.3221 denny8@frontiernet.net 
41 Swanson, Heimer 11'07 6th Ave SW Pipestone M'.J 56164 5'07.825.3762 heimvera@rconnect.com 
54 Taus, Ernest 414 4th Ave NE Crookston M'.J 56716 218.281.1748 etaus@gv1eLcom 
5'0 Thompson, Wallace 235'01 Co Rd 28 Arlington NE 68'0'02 4'02.478.5112 wjthompson@huntel.net 
51 Torkelson, Myron 2'0'0'0'0 Fairlawn Ave Prior Lake M'.J 55372 952.492.2791 myjos@aol.com 
57 Ulseth, Roger Rt 3 Box 54 Crookston M'.J 56716 218.926.5651 ribeye@gv1el .com 
48 Yearous, Mary Perkins 77442 Yearous Rd Cottage Grove OR 97424 541 .942.5715 myearous@mymailstation.com 

Take UMC'S Virtual Tour and See How The Campus Has Changed!! 
WWW.crk.umn.edu/camgusinfo/tour/tourhome.htm 
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· Class Notes ' 
Bob Hance '57 
Baxter, MN 
(info from online). The pictures look 
good. Hope to be in some of the 
future ones. Good to see the 
Alumni of the NWSA online. 
Checked out the Alumni discussion 
page, but noted that not too many 
(especially those of my age) are 
making use of it. I'm currently re-
tired after 35 years with the Minne-
sota DNR and living in Baxter, MN, 
with my wife Sharon. Have many 
fond memories of my years at the 
NW School of Agriculture. 

Camilla Ecklund Johnson '40 
Hopkins, MN 
We have just returned from Liberty, 
MO, to attend the funeral of my 
sister's (Rosella Ecklund Moritz 
'36) husband. Liberty is close to 
north Kansas City, MO. Greetings 
to all my '40 classmates as well as 
others. 

Dr. Ernest Newhouse 
Whittier, CA 
As you know I'm 92 now. My policy 
all through life has been (still is) the 
"Golden Rule". Also, it is good to 
remember that one should NEVER 
give up hope, vision, gratitude, and 
being optimistic. 

John Sannes '62 
Thief River Falls, MN 
My wife and I still live in Thief River 
Falls. I worked for a local gas com-
pany for 25 years and in '89 had a 
change of career. I'm an owner/ 
operator for HARTZ Truck Line, 
driving interstate and hauling pro-
duce. I'm in McAllen, TX ,once in 
awhile but I'm sure I won't be there 
for the social. My wife works for 
the NRCS and always said I would 
put my Ag school training to good 
use! 

Page 20 The Aggie 

Rosella Ecklund Moritz '36 
Liberty, MO 
I have many fond memories and 
have seen a lot of change over the 
years. The beautiful Gazebo is 
such a nice addition to the campus. 
I graduated in 1936 - kinda dates 
me - but am so grateful for the 
love, caring, and of good 
teachers to all us farm children and 
the many good classmate friends 
continued over the years. We all 
turned out pretty good! Must tell you 
I lost my dear husband Orville 
Moritz last January 28, 2001 with 
cancer of the throat. Fought it over 
a year with many, many radiation 
treatments. We did all we could 
with God and doctors and wonder-
ful nurses. He was a great guy -
been married 58 years and two 
wonderful children living close by. 
We all miss him. I'm so grateful 
for so many blessings. Missouri 
has had its share of ice storms and 
some snow all this winter and cold 
weather too - spring can't come too 
soon! 

Martin Chilson '36 
Tucson, AZ 
I appreciate the newsletter very 
much. I was an orphan of the farm 
near Dalton, MN. Mostly people at 
Northwest School of Agriculture 
were very kind to me, helped me 
along. There were six men instruc-
tors who helped me along from 
1933 to 1936 when I finished the 
three-year course in agriculture. 

Evelyn Erickson '29 
Baudette, M N 
Lives at Lakewood Care Center at 
Baudette MN and is 92 years old. 

Alvina Urbaniak Tulibaski '35 
MN 

Sorry I am in no condition to help 
financially or otherwise due to very 
deteriorating health. I'm confined 
to indoors - bed or crutches or 
wheel chair due to my 2 hip joint 
replacement surgeries, 2 knee joint 
replacement surgeries, and 2 angle 
joint replacement surgeries and at 
my age only am able to feed my-
self. Need help with most of ev-
erything else I want to do. I had 
suffered with a bad spell of cancer 
for about 20 years but am alive and 
here. Just enjoy the day I'm here! 
Good luck to all of you! 

Don Streeter 36-38 
Staff 1936-38 
I have enjoyed hearing about things 
for many years. I taught history and 
English there in 1926-38 when Jack 
Mlinar was Registrar. I lived in the 
dorm with the other proctors, Bill 
Rust and Bill Promersberger, and 
Retta Bede was there. Dr. Dowell 
hired me. So long ago ... 

Marvin E Jensen '45 
Fort Collins, CO 
I have retired twice and have been 
very busy consulting on water is-
sues. Now I am trying to retire, 
beginning with disposing of my 
technical library. 

Dr. Charles Samuelson '43 
Thief River Falls, MN 
I have been retired from Northland 
Community College since '92. We 
travel now and then - went to Ger-
many fall of 2000. Have 8 grand-
children and keep busy with aero-
bics, piano lessons, and ice skat-
ing. This year I am Commander of 
TRF American Legion Post. 



Wall Street Journal Features UMC 
The University of Minnesota, Crookston (UMC) and its 

ubiquitous--or anytime, anyplace-computing environment are 
the focus of a feature appearing in the Monday, March 12, 2001 , 
edition of the Wall Street Journal. The feature, entitled "A Cam-
pus Connected," is written by Wall Street Journal staff reporter 
Evan Ramstad and is part of a special section focus-
ing on technology, e-commerce, and the 
Internet's revolutionary impact on 
education. 

In an intro-
ductory line the 
reporter asks, 
"What will college 
look like in the not-
so-distant future? 
Crookston, Minn., 
provides an early 
glimpse." The article 
provides examples of 
how facuity members 
have incorporated com-
puter and Web-based 
technology into their 
courses and examples of 
how students use the 
UMC-issued notebook com-
puters for learning and en-
tertainment. Several UMC 
students and faculty are 
quoted. The article goes on to 
trace the history of UMC's tech-
nology initiatives, and the ben-
efits and challenges the college's 
unique learning environment are 
discussed. 

"UMC is extremely pleased to 
have been selected by the Wall 
Street Journal to be the subject of a feature about our campus 
and its connection to people, technology and their careers," 
said Curt Almlie, Director of University Relations at UMC. "Mr. 
Ramstad's willingness to spend three full days thoroughly ex-
amining our ubiquitous computing environment in preparation 
for his feature also shows that UMC truly has demonstrated 
leadership in integrating technology into the educational pro-
cess. The article was very comprehensive and informative, and 
we are proud to be featured." 

Widely regarded as the first college to provide every stu-
dent and faculty member with a notebook computer, UMC be-
gan its technology initiatives in September of 1993 and recently 
received the "Pioneer Award" at the Fourth Annual Conference 
on Ubiquitous Computing held in New Jersey. UMC was also 
recently the focus of a feature produced by Minnesota Public 
Radio. More information about UMC's technology initiatives 
and academic programs is available at the college's website: 
www.crk.umn.edu. 

MPR Focuses on UMC 
Minnesota Public Radio (MPR) has done a special online 

feature called The Universal U. The series includes several 
features about the many faces of the University of Minnesota. It 

is available online at 
http://news.mpr.org/programs/specials/u/. 
Within the feature, MPR's Bob Reha has done. a 
special focus on the Crookston Campus: 
http://news.mpr.org/programs/specials/u/ 
rehab_crookston/index.shtml. The feature fo-
cuses on the unique mobile computing learn-
ing environment that exists at UMC and how 
it affects teaching and learning. 

Online Learning 
Highlights UMC 

UMC is featured in an article en-== ••• 11 •• , titled "Laptop Lessons," appearing in 
. the March 200; issue of Online Learn-

ing Magazine. The Minneapolis-
based magazine focuses on innova-
tive strategies for business and edu-
cation. 

The article debates the mer-
its and challenges of colleges pro-
viding notebook computers to stu-
dents. Doug Knowlton, UMC's 
Vice Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs, relays UMC's success 
in infusing technology into the 

curriculum. The end result is that . 
UMC students gain a very high level of tech-

nological skill along with their college degree. 
The article is available in print and also online at 

www.onlinelearningmag.com. Photos of UMC's technology-
rich campus environment are also featured prominently in the 
print version of the article. 

UMC Appears in Converge 
UMC is in the December 2000 issue of Converge Maga-

zine, a national educational technology publication. The focus 
of the feature, entitled "ThinkPad U: The E-volution of Education 
at UMC," is on UMC's integration of notebook computers into its 
day-to-day curriculum. 

In the article Dan Lim, director of UMC's Instructional Tech-
nology Center, discusses four critical paradigm shifts experi-
enced in the eight years of technology immersion at UMC. He 
also presents data from research he has conducted to docu-
ment the utility and value of technology on campus. His data 
suggests UMC's notebook computer initiative has increased 
students' social interaction and learning. 

The article is available online: www.convergemag.com. 
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Have we heard from vou latelvil 
To submit an item for Class Notes just fill out this form and send it to: Ardis Thompson, 2900 University Ave., 
Crookston MN 56716 or E-mail: ardis@mail.crk.umn.edu 
Photos of you and/or your family are welcome! 

Name __________________________________________________________________________ _ 
First Middle Initial Last Maiden 

Year of Graduation'---_________________ or Attendance ________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________ -----------------

Phone Number ( " ), _________ E-mail address* _____________ ----------__ ----....,.,-___ 

*Can we post your E-mail address in the next issue of the Aggie? Yes _______ No ___ _ 

Information/news that you wish to share with your NWSA classmates and friends. (New job, retirement, 
family achievements, hobbies, etc.) PLEASE SEND A PHOTO! 
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IWSA Reunion ... 2001 

• * 

* 
Additional Events Have 

Been Added To The 
Schedule: 

Fridav, June 29, 2001 • • 9:30 a.m. Golf Scramble, 
Minakwa Country Club 

• 7:00 p.m. Social, Northland Inn * .. 
Saturday, June 30, 2001 

• 9:00 a.m. Registration 
• 10:00 a.m. Campus Tours 
• 11:00 a.m. Campus Tours 
• 11:30 a.m. Pig Roast Luncheon 
• 1:30 p.m. Class Meetings 
• 3:30 p.m. Class Pictures * • 5:30 p.m. Banquet 
• 8:30 p.m. Barbershop Singers • 

The NWSA Board has 
been planning special 
activities for your 
enjoyment. Please make 
plans now to attend your 
Reunion. 
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r--------------------------------------, 
Alumni Reunion Participation Form 

In order for us to get an idea of what your tentative Reunion plans for June 29 and 30, 2001 are 
- please indicate what you will be participating in and return form to the NWSA Alumni Office. 

YES, I PLAN TO ATTEND THE REUNION ON JUNE 29 AND 30, 2001 
(Registration information will be sent later) 

YES, I PLAN ON ATTENDING THE COMPUTER WORKSHOP AS NOTED: 
__ Workshop 1 (June 25-29) 
__ Workshop 2 (June 28-29) 
__ Workshop 3 (June 28-29) 

Friday. June 29 
I/We plan to participate in the Golf Scramble 

I/We plan on attending Social, Northland Inn 

Saturday. June 30 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

I/We plan on attending Luncheon Pig Roast 

I/We plan on attending evening Banquet 

CLASS 

L ______________________________________ 

NWSAAlumni Association 
University of Minnesota, Crookston 
2900 University Avenue 
Crookston, MN 56716-5001 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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U.S. Postage 
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