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ABSTRACT 
 

This chapter discusses the dangers of corruption of institutions, especially 

governments, and how such corruption can be exposed and partially cleansed.  Theories 

about the decay phase of civilizations are briefly cited, and examples of corrupted forms 

of six professions illustrated (military, law, medicine, journalism, business and the 

clergy).  Parallels between large organizations and the human body are shown to illustrate 

system consequences of dysfunction. An enduring theme is the need for constant, built in 

mechanisms to reduce corruption in living systems, including the largest scale of 

civilizations.  Some solutions to these problems are mentioned, but readers are also 

challenged to do better since the problems of corruption of governance have been eternal 

and have successfully resisted many reform efforts.  

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Civilizations are living systems, so like any living system they need at least 19 

subsystems to acquire and process food, water, energy and information, to safely dispose of 

toxic byproducts or wastes, to avoid being eaten themselves, and otherwise to stay alive and 
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to reproduce themselves.  In one sense all these life functions are equally “essential” (Miller, 

Living Systems, 1978).  Still I will maintain here that cleansing a civilization regularly of 

corruption (or empire or nation state) is especially important.  Why? 

First, because corruption is corrosive and feeds on itself.  Very high corruption cripples 

economies, nations and other social groups, so mechanisms must be built into any social 

organization with a desire for a long life to keep corruption below toxic concentrations, which 

includes civilizations.  Many examples show, however, that high levels of corruption can also 

be sustained for long periods.  They tend to be examples of very poor, dysfunctional countries 

though. 

Second, because corruption is inevitable.  Corruption is a form of sloth, and sloth is 

actually favored in living systems to save energy.  As Lord Acton noted, “power corrupts and 

absolute power corrupts absolutely.” Many thoughtful observers have agreed, and nothing we 

have seen in 150 years since gives us reason to question this conclusion or Acton’s wiser 

corollaries.1 Corruptions shielded by official secrecy are especially pernicious.  Some amount 

of corruption may be necessary to avoid death by bureaucracy or boredom.  But in general 

corruption leads to bad decision-making, inefficiencies, gross injustices, and crime, and 

ultimately corruption of governance is deeply related to the decay phase of historic 

civilizations.   

Spirituality may once have served as a partial check on the tidal force of corruption, but 

when it was weakened by organized religions other institutions were also compromised. A 

chapter on that factor is elsewhere in this book so I won’t write much more here. Both have 

value, but one is more advanced and enlightened than the other.  The distinction between 

authentic spirituality and organized religion is important to any project on “Spirituality and 

Civilizational Sustainability.” 

After a brief introduction to that “Decay Phase” of civilizations alluded to above, I will 

illustrate more clearly what I mean by corruption of institutions by six examples that are 

especially relevant to the health of modern societies. 

 

 

 

CORRUPT FORMS OF IMPORTANT INSTITUTIONS AND 

THE “DECAY PHASE” OF CIVILIZATIONS 
 

One of the great pioneers of civilizational theory, Carroll Quigley of Georgetown 

University, wrote the following words about decay in his classic “Evolution of Civilizations” 

(1961). 

 

                                                        
1 My favorite among those is “Everything secret degenerates, even the administration of justice; nothing is safe that 

does not show how it can bear discussion and publicity.” Found in a letter of January 23, 1861, published in Lord 

Acton and his Circle, Letter 74, edited by Abbot Gasquet, 1906.  This wisdom was preceded by Irish statesman 

Edmund Burke, 1729-1797, who wrote in a letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol on April 3, 1773: “…among a people 

generally corrupt liberty cannot long exist.” 
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“The Stage of Decay is a period of acute economic depression, declining standards of 

living, civil wars between the various vested interests, and growing illiteracy.  The society 

grows weaker and weaker.  Vain efforts are made to stop the wastage by legislation.  But the 

decline continues.  The religious, intellectual, social and political levels of the society begin 

to lose the allegiance of the masses of the people on a large scale.  New religious movements 

begin to sweep over the society.  There is a growing reluctance to fight for the society, or 

even to support it by paying taxes.” 

 

Quigley also wrote that a turning point occurs when the masses of a population’s citizens 

stop following the moral examples of elites, because those elites have become contemptible 

rather than inspirational.  Quigley’s synthesis is unique, but overlaps well with his British 

predecessor Arnold J. Toynbee, another world historian who helped start the systematic study 

of civilizations. 

Corruption brings down empires, but it is not unique to governments; every profession 

has a corrupt form.  Here are six examples. 

Military: Ideal warriors are guardians of the people, of innocence in particular, and of 

the state that supports and empowers them.  Mercenaries kill whomever their employers 

desire, but they both wear uniforms, carry weapons and master essentially identical skills.  

Their cardinal differences are all in the mind, and in the missions they choose to execute. A 

close corollary is police, who may protect and serve their society, or be just thugs in uniform.  

In police states, they spend most of their time repressing domestic critics and very little on 

protecting the innocent. 

Law: Ideal attorneys are defenders of justice, the innocent and the weak.  They provide 

essential order without which large scale business is impractical, prosecution of criminals and 

defense of innocents from overzealous prosecutors, and relief for people besieged by 

bureaucracies.  Some lawyers just sue people for a living, badger the weak or poor, and tie 

their societies in knots, creating thickets of regulations that stifle everything unless some 

lawyer or official is paid off.  Some attorneys rationalize any crime for their rich or powerful 

employers, like those who made torture official U.S. policy.2  Both types are lawyers, but one 

is hated while the other is loved. 

Medicine: Ideal doctors, nurses and other health professionals are our hope when we are 

sick, and devote their lives to healing whether they know the Hippocratic Code or simply 

follow the spirit of compassion that guides this profession.  Quacks, cranks and predatory 

nursing home owners or pharmaceutical companies exploit the sickness of their patients or 

the weakness of their minds to use and abuse the elderly, ill, innocent or otherwise vulnerable 

for commercial or other exploitative purposes.  Both wear white clothing, but one is a gift 

from God while the other is a predator in deceptive garb.  As in every other area, the common 

key is what lies in the hearts and minds of the professionals in question.  The systems they 

work in matter greatly as well, because very good people working in very bad systems end up 

serving evil despite their best intentions. 

                                                        
2 Examples of these would be John Yoo and his former colleagues at the Office of Legal Council to U.S. President 

George W. Bush.  When asked, they wrote opinions that he could violate any law when at war. 
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Journalism: Ideal journalists bring the real news of social concern to citizens and elites 

alike, “without fear or favor” (a phrase we encounter among intelligence professionals3 as 

well).  Without good and sometimes brave journalists, the noble experiment called democracy 

would be impossible because one of the earliest forms of corruption of governance is 

habitual, casual lying by the political class.  Bad journalists simply put their names on press 

releases of the powerful, read trash that other people write, or bully marginal people of their 

society to please their rich employers.  The internet is providing a great challenge to all 

journalists in these times, but it is also an opportunity to rise above the bonded servitude to 

power that so many endure today. 

Business: Ideal businessmen and women generate wealth, employ people, solve vast 

practical problems, and make money for investors who include many of our elderly in modern 

societies.  Bad businessmen in laissez-faire economies victimize the vulnerable, exploit 

workers, despoil the environment, corrupt governments, and often run off with their loot just 

before peasants with pitchforks put them in jail or to the torch.  Very bad businessmen, like 

very bad politicians or dictators, are functional psychopaths, indifferent to the suffering of the 

multitudes they injure.  Like all the other professions, the core of business corruption lies in 

the mind.  This matters greatly because businessmen can do so much good or evil depending 

on their souls and goals. 

Clergy: Ideal clergy of any faith, church, temple or non-scriptured naturalist spirit clan 

comfort the sick, console the bereaved, bless babies and marriages, counsel those concerned 

about moral dilemmas or afterlife, and otherwise serve as agents for the Creator of us All.  

Corrupted clergy form cults, confusing themselves or their organizations with “God.”  A 

chapter on this factor comes elsewhere since it is so central to spirituality for a sustainable 

civilization.   

So I will repeat the main theme only here: although related, spirituality and religion are 

not the same domains.  Churches are like the elementary schools of education about afterlife, 

spirit world, and ultimate meanings of life.  Good churches promote communities (instead of 

wars) and provide many really valuable services to troubled souls searching for truth and love 

on this earth.   

I bug them to rise above these good but elementary things because so many vocal 

churches and alleged “religions” have become stuck in idolatry of words of men long dead, 

especially literalist interpretations of words written by tribal peoples thousands of years ago.  

We have learned a few things since then.  When inevitable differences of scriptural detail lead 

to wars in the modern era, too many churches, mosques and synagogues become microphones 

for those who bray for war, believing strangely that “God” is on “their side” and wants us to 

kill each others’ children. 

Specifically, when “religions” call for killing groups of other human beings they violate 

the most basic guidelines and desire of the Creator of us All.  When they oppose healing the 

earth because they want to grow and dominate more, they threaten All under Heaven.  So I 

                                                        
3 “Intelligence professional” is an insider term for spies, intelligence analysts, covert operators, technical collectors 

and dozens of other varieties of people employed by governments in their clandestine services.  They have 

important roles in modern societies, but are called the world’s “second oldest profession” for a reason.  Spies 

have been here forever and are far more common than most people know.  Having spent several decades 

studying spies extremely closely I am always tempted to bring them into stories about social dynamics.  The 

analysts are very much like journalists and professors except for the obsession with secrets that so dominates 

spooky-luky land.  Hubris is also especially common there, which is corrosive to all the good values that 

corruption of governance also destroys.   
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say, bless the good works of the elementary schools of spirituality, churches, but do not 

confuse them with universities. 

Gandhi the Mahatma was more concise when he tried to convey similar concepts in his 

rendition of the seven deadliest sins that worked against authentic spirituality.  They were: 

 Wealth without work  

 Pleasure without conscience  

 Science without humanity  

 Knowledge without character  

 Politics without principle  

 Commerce without morality  

 Worship without sacrifice  

As Quigley noted elsewhere in his magnum opus, civilizations do not start in the “decay 

phase.”  Something much more inspirational guides them during their growth and climax 

periods when leadership is less predatory (at least internally – many slaughtered multitudes 

outside the empire) and more authentically spiritual.  It may be written somewhere that decay 

is inevitable, but all of the great historians pondered this because they did not want their own 

children or the children of their nations to suffer the terrible consequences of civilizational 

collapse.  Neither do we; so we shall see whether our “modern” civilization responds to its 

challenges in time or not. 

Quigley was preceded by another great world historian, Arnold J. Toynbee, who finished 

a 12 volume “Study of History” in 1961 that he started in the early 1930’s.  This was partly 

inspired by the global war he saw coming, and it was a standard reference for a generation of 

British historians to follow.  Toynbee distilled the common follies of failing civilizations into 

three factors.  1 – Resting on their Oars (in Quigley this correlates to declining real 

investment); 2 – The Suicidalness of Militarism (imperial overreach in Quigley); and 3 – the 

Ideology of the Ephemeral, or making absolutes of trivial things.  In each of these instances 

corruption plays a role, the first in business, the second in the military, and the third among 

the political and intellectual elite. 

I am a warrior and write here because the children are in danger and the nations are in 

peril.  Do not take this issue lightly, because it is everyone’s responsibility to act when such 

conditions occur.  You are not a moron or you would not be reading this book.  Look around, 

use the brains God gave you, and then do whatever you can to correct the corruption that is 

currently ruining "All under Heaven", as the Chinese say.  The corrupt form of professors is 

dilettante intellectuals. 

 

 

THE NEED FOR CONSTANT ANTI-CORRUPTION 

PROCESSES TO PRESERVE “CIVILIZATION” 
 

Since corruption is inevitable, corrosive and destroys civilizations, mechanisms to 

combat it must be permanent, built-in, and operate almost constantly like pumps at the bottom 

of a mine that floods with groundwater.  As James Stewart put it, “This is one of the reasons 

you cannot abolish the Department of Justice.”  Mr. Stewart won a Pulitzer Prize in 1988 for 

reporting on the stock market crash of 1987, and later became a page 1 editor of the Wall 
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Street Journal.  Then he wrote “Tangled Webs: How the Epidemic of Lying is Undermining 

America Today” when a plethora of other crimes and systemic lies produced the Great 

Recession of 2007 on. 

There are individual instances of greed and lies that harm people on a retail level, like 

Bernie Madoff’s4 Ponzi scheme or a thousand other examples, and there is systemic lying that 

harms millions or even billions of human beings.  The crash of the U.S. housing market from 

2007 on for several years was fueled by thousands of mortgage brokers generating mortgages 

they knew would fail, then Wall Street firms packaging them into complex securities that 

were rated investment grade by rating firms that knew they were bad.  Junk bonds were then 

sold by brokers who knew they stunk (like Goldman Sachs which famously bet its own 

money against securities it was selling to investors who trusted them). No one from Goldman 

Sachs went to jail, while millions of poor thieves do.  This was all driven by professionals 

seeking easy money from people less intelligent or ruthless than they.  When the bubble burst, 

trillions of dollars of middle class assets were lost in the debacle, and tens of millions of 

people were thrown into poverty.  The already poor suffered even more, but even that tragedy 

was small compared to some international examples. 

Many scholars have observed that one of the larger causes of poverty in Africa is 

corruption of governance (along with other causes).  Fewer have noticed the role that 

international banking played in this tragic affair, especially when large volumes of 

“petrodollars” needed to be parked somewhere.  One ploy was to talk dictators of small, 

impoverished Third World nations into taking huge loans, at interest, from the northern banks 

in the names of their nations. 

Many would take large sums, put them back into Swiss (or other western) banks, and 

then leave the debts on the books of their impoverished peoples.  One of the executives who 

promoted this for a lucrative living suffered crises of conscience over about 20 years, finally 

writing a book in 2005 called “Confessions of an Economic Hit Man.”  In addition to 

promoting loans that could never be repaid by the leader who signed for them, they used 

many other methods from the dark arts. Perkins wrote that “Economic hit men (EMHs) are 

highly paid professionals who cheat countries around the globe out of trillions of dollars …” 

by cajoling and blackmailing foreign leaders into serving U.S. foreign policy and awarding 

lucrative contracts to American business. 

Many businessmen and professors of business have told me that a certain amount of 

kickback, “baksheesh” and other terms for the same bribery process are simply the norm in 

international business and essential for success.  That may be, but it impoverishes many to 

enrich a few.  Saddam Hussein took 10% off the top of oil contracts when he ruled Iraq to 

finance his palaces and secret police, and Libya’s Muammar Gadhafi took 20% until he too 

was deposed.  Some professors claim that the lack of regulation in international business is at 

fault, implying that regulatory agencies are the solution.  Partly true, but the record of 

                                                        
4Bernie Madoff was a particularly famous fund manager who bankrupted hundreds of thousands of investors when 

his 20-50 billion dollar Ponzi scheme collapsed in 2008.  In terms of corruption his crime is less significant than 

the failures of empowered regulators to stop him even though they were warned repeatedly over many years that 

he was running an illegal scam that would certainly collapse some day. 
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regulatory agencies being captured by the industries they are intended to regulate is 

legendary5, and that is just for "regular" businesses. 

There are at least two other areas where corruption of governance has been raised to an 

art form.  One is international crime and the other espionage.  I first encountered the phrase 

“the fine art of human corruption” while studying spies.  Spies need people who will commit 

treason in their countries by revealing secrets, and big time criminals need corrupt officials to 

not enforce laws forbidding their daily work.  Cultivating government officials who will look 

the other way when smuggling drugs or weapons or human beings or any other valuable good 

across international borders, for one example, has been a method of criminals since the 

beginning of organized borders. 

So there are special groups that use corruption of governance as a toolkit, e.g. spies and 

crime.  Did I forget politics?  Life is too short to describe the many ways that politicians 

manage to be corrupt, much less the artful ways they rationalize that to their constituents, 

spouses, and even to themselves. In fact, the deepest and most painful corruptions often begin 

with lying to one’s self. 

I struggled with this problem as best I could in a chapter on “Corruption of Governance” 

in a book On the Causes of War that won a national award long ago.  The biggest challenge 

there was finding meaningful solutions, since corruption tends to feed on itself and is so 

strongly defended by the politicians who benefit so much from it.  One paragraph conveys 

that essence: 

 

“In America today, corruption of governance is so embedded that many of its basic 

features are accepted as common practice, so routine they are no longer noticed, like the 

buying of Congressmen by moneyed special interests.  Every year, someone decries this legal 

bribery, and every year it is ignored.  Bills are presented to Congress for reform, and 

rebuffed with the most amazing rhetoric.  The opponents are outraged, OUTRAGED, that 

anyone would suggest they could be influenced by money.  Then they refuse to pass the 

simplest reforms.  So general welfare is sacrificed annually to enrich those who are already 

powerful.” [From page 87 in chapter 14 of “On the Cause of War,” 1997, 2001] 

 

Things have gone downhill in America in the 16 years since those words were written.  

No matter how artful any regulatory scheme, we are dealing with human beings with all our 

weaknesses, temptations, pressures and personal crises.  People can get around any fence they 

build, so regulation is at best a partial answer.  Corruption is something that begins in the 

mind and tarnishes the soul.  Religion claims to have some solutions for that, and authentic 

spirituality certainly does, but if those were easy to master we would have many less 

problems on Earth than we observe today.  So I will conclude this chapter with a section on 

solutions after one more metaphor that attempts to make simple something that is actually 

quite complex. 

 

 

                                                        
5An academic presentation to the U.S. Congress about this process was provided in 2010 by Sidney Shapiro, a 

professor at Wake Forest University School of Law at a hearing on:  “Protecting the Public Interest: 

Understanding the Threat of Agency Capture.” It is accessible at 

http://www.progressivereform.org/articles/Shapiro_AgencyCapture_080310.pdf 

http://www.progressivereform.org/articles/Shapiro_AgencyCapture_080310.pdf
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THE HUMAN BODY METAPHOR 
 

Systems theory is too abstract for many people, but there is at least one complex system 

we are all intimately familiar with; our bodies.  Deep thinkers through history have often used 

body metaphors to try to convey how systems work, or should work.  Consider a civilization 

like some kind of super-organism.  How would “corruption” manifest in a body, and how do 

actual human bodies deal with these kinds of problems? 

One clue is provided by that seminal thinker, Carroll Quigley, again.  He observed 

elsewhere in his book that a distinguishing feature of the decay stage is when agencies of 

government begin serving their own bureaucratic interests instead of the functional purposes 

for which they were created.  Sound familiar?  Thus when police stop protecting the 

population and start repressing critics of the government which provides their budgets, or 

when a military system becomes merely parasitic instead of truly defensive, these would be 

examples of corruption at the level of civilizations.  How does this compare to bodies? 

The parallel is autoimmune diseases, where white blood cells and a larger immune 

system that properly exists to detect and destroy disease organisms turns to attack healthy 

tissues instead.  It is not that white blood cells are intrinsically bad, or that their power to 

destroy is immoral, rather, they have lost sight of their proper targets and proper function 

serving the larger body.   

In fact, growth of ANY tissue beyond its proper bounds can kill a human body – we often 

call this cancer.  Those breast or lung or skin or bone cells are supposed to be doing useful 

things, and to occupy a defined space consuming proportionate resources, but when they 

grow beyond limits and consume ever more resources they can consume the whole body of 

the organism of which they should be only one part.  That proper function is supposed to be 

well coordinated with the many other functions of many other tissues that make up a whole 

human body. 

How cells of a healthy body “know” what their proper boundaries are, what their proper 

functions are, and how these should be and usually are well coordinated with the rest of the 

kaleidoscope of human biochemistry is one of the great mysteries and miracles of nature 

called physiology.  And what we don’t know about physiology greatly exceeds what we do 

know despite the best efforts of physicians and scientists for centuries.  Homeostatic 

mechanisms for control and integration are especially complex and mysterious.  Perhaps they 

have tiny cell ‘brains’ and chat with each other like we do.  Maybe they even have souls of 

some itty, bitty kind, that commune with the Creator of us all for guidance. 

That may seem too romantic and New Age for a scientist.  We could wave the wand 

called “chemical communication” and pretend we understand it, but the problems of 

corruption and how to fix them have defied solution by the greatest minds of our time, so I 

say be bold and reach out for anything that might solve this perennial problem.  Feel free to 

do much better than I can in this last section on solutions. 

 

 

SOLUTIONS 
 

At this point, good government types may cite a number of excellent ideas that have 

helped prior campaigns to combat corruption in governments and societies like: transparency 
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of institutions and decision making processes, strict campaign finance laws (in democracies) 

and strict enforcement of those, free press with protections, a vigorous NGO sector (like 

Freedom House, Transparency International, or the Committee to Protect Journalists, all 

NGOs devoted to missions that include protecting those who expose corruption), protections 

for government or corporate whistleblowers, independent judiciary with enforcement of 

ethics codes, strong oversight institutions like IG offices (Inspectors General) that work at 

their ideal mission (e.g. rooting out corruption or unprofessional behaviors, not mere flak 

control units) and so forth and so on.  These are all good ideas, excellent ideas, truly, but 

since they also always fail to root out the heart of corruptive processes, and since new 

corruptions are invented every day, I am going to focus on something at once ancient and 

extremely novel in academic prose today.  

Most, if not all people appear to have souls, and what we do in this life has large 

consequences thereafter. If people with power and wealth actually believed this, our problems 

with corruption could be dramatically smaller.  If ordinary people actually believed this, 

ordinary life would be gentler, kinder and a good deal less materialistic than we observe 

today.  And if kings and presidents believed it there would be far fewer wars. 

But of course, a great many professors and public intellectuals long ago dismissed the 

stories of churches as quaint, tribal tales backed by scant or no evidence as recognized by 

modern science.  So as a scientist, I offer a scrap of data you may not have noticed from the 

evidence based world. 

For 20 years the U.S. Army, then the Defense Intelligence Agency and finally the CIA 

sponsored teams of “remote viewers” as part of their more esoteric intelligence collection 

arsenal.  They did not get involved without millions of dollars in testing by prestigious 

academic research units like the Stanford Research Institute.  Brutally summarized, certain 

adept or highly trained individuals would sit in bland rooms at Fort Meade, Maryland (which 

also houses the super-secret National Security Agency) and receive ‘targets’ assigned by their 

commanders.  Then they would go into something we will call a trance-like state, extend their 

minds far across the globe to watch and otherwise sense something forbidden by another state 

or clandestine group.  I confirmed the existence of the program from none less than a former 

director of Central Intelligence, Admiral Stansfield Turner, who told me the evidence that 

most convinced him that this esoteric technique could actually work and was worth funding 

for so long. 

But don’t believe me, try reporter Jim Schnabel’s 1997 book for an objective review.  

After that you might try reading any of several memoirs by some of the best remote viewers.  

For this discussion, I will cite in particular the 6 page chapter on “Afterlife” by Lyn 

Buchanan.  Like any informant or commentator, you can believe, disbelieve, dissect or 

criticize any of his claims. 

Focusing on the prime claim for this topic, Mr. Buchanan writes that he was tasked to 

follow at least 67 persons through the death transition for various reasons, and he was sobered 

by observing that there were 4 distinct outcomes.  Some went to a place remarkably like 

stories of heaven (he could never stay, but he could watch for a short time before being 

ushered off by something like spirit guardians).  Some went to a place remarkably like stories 

of hell (he never stayed there more than moments because the fear and dread he felt were 

horrific).  A smaller fraction appeared to reincarnate, and the details of that are interesting.  

Another small fraction simply disappeared, or ended at the moment of death, with no sign of 

any afterlife at all. 
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Remembering that these were all “intelligence targets” of one kind or another, Buchanan 

does not speculate on what relationship people’s lives had with these different outcomes, and 

he is quite frank about his religious upbringing and the limits on accuracy among remote 

viewers and on the whole process which was constantly monitored and measured, not least 

because some remote viewers were far more accurate than others.  He had access to that data 

because he was one of the best, but still, this is just another human report about things that are 

very hard for other humans to experience directly (like the top of Mount Everest, or the 

bottom of the deep ocean). 

So take this whole section as a simple encouragement to consider the possibility that 

afterlife might actually be a real phenomenon, that something like souls might actually exist, 

and that conduct on Earth might actually have consequences beyond the obvious.  If the 

people driven to acquire large amounts of money or power truly believed this, corruption 

would be much less. 

Some may note that many people have rejected stories of afterlife often, and that crime is 

eternal.  True–that’s why the good government rules and enforcement systems are also 

required. 

Money and power seek each other out like teenagers in the night, and they seldom care 

much about rules imposed by elders.  Corruption in government and business is as natural as 

nature and midnight liaisons, so combating corruption must necessarily be an endless process.  

I encourage considering and implementing all the good government methods, tools and laws 

that appear appropriate to particular national circumstances, but since the captains of industry 

and politics are also masters of circumventing mere rules, and rationalizing catastrophes 

thereafter, I also encourage a little rethinking about where you are actually going. 

Mr. Buchanan was extremely impressed by “hell” and would do anything to avoid that. 

One final note on hubris: very, very bright people (like you!) are regrettably prone to 

hubris, an originally Greek word that translates roughly into “overweening pride.”  Very 

powerful people are notorious for this, and very rich people have been known to indulge.  In 

every sector hubris is extremely corrosive of wisdom and other good things.  Corruption and 

hubris love each other.  The very bright may come to think they know everything (even 

though what they don’t know is billions of times greater than what they do) which effectively 

stops their learning processes. Hubris makes smart people dumb.  The very powerful may 

come to believe they are invulnerable, which led to bromides like “pride goes before the fall.”  

Hubris makes the powerful weak, and the very rich may come to believe that they can buy 

their way into heaven, a thought encouraged by certain churches that confuse themselves with 

the Creator of us All.   

No matter the person or details, we all die in the end, and what happens next is not 

entirely up to us, no matter how smart, powerful or rich we may be. So be wary of hubris, and 

open to the possibilities of forms of spirituality appropriate to a global civilization of the 

Third Millennium after the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. 

Feel 100% free to improve on my attempts in this direction, because we who have 

children or love children would like them to endure.  You have probably noticed that our 

civilization is in trouble, so it is time for a transformation of our civilizational habits 

appropriate to a new age.  Like butterflies emerging from caterpillars, we must transform, lest 

we decay and die from endlessly repeating errors of our past. 
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CONCLUSION 
 

Civilizations are always at a “crossroads of history” of one kind or another, but the 

transition to the Third Millennium is especially rocky due to the convergence of explosive 

new technologies (the internet as much as weapons of mass destruction, although WMDs are 

special since only they could end our civilizations entirely) with the population growth that is 

already damaging our life support systems severely.  Desperate people are prone to fighting 

over resources, people oppressed by corruption and systemic injustice are prone to fighting 

for freedom, and both have much to fight over today.  The information revolution also makes 

the poor and dispossessed more aware of injustices today and sometimes more able to do 

something about that. 

Finding and cultivating forms of spirituality that can promote global harmony instead of 

global war thus becomes a paramount task of our time.  Feel free to do better than me, but I 

warn all to avoid the original sin of churches, which is to think that their way is the only way 

to “God” or to enlightenment.  Thus begin the religious wars that torment prophets in their 

graves who devoted everything to teaching about peace, life, love and right relationships with 

the universe. 

Other crises beckon that I have barely mentioned here.  “Global warming” (or whatever 

term you prefer) is a symptom of the much larger assault on the living system that we are 

witnessing today, but doing almost nothing about.  Loss of biodiversity is occurring on scales 

seen very rarely in the entire geologic history of the earth, and “peak oil” promises to make 

these problems more expensive much faster than we would prefer. 

As noted so often, desperate people sometimes resort to desperate measures.  Those don’t 

help with problems like this, so I encourage all to heed the wisdom of sages from civilizations 

past to help create the better forms of both civilization and spirituality that can endure and 

even prosper in the world to come. 
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