
Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) 
February 14, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: SSCC Member Updates; Approval of Docket for February 27, 2020, Meeting 
of the Student Senate; Administrative Policy Review - Major Events (Twin Cities campus)] 
  
PRESENT: Amy Ma (chair), Ryan Machtmes (vice chair), Madison Anderson, Briggs Tople, 
Josh Lesser, Sam Shepherd, Josh Westfield, Nathan Carlson, Manpreet Singh 
 
REGRETS: Isaiah Ogren (ranking student senator)  
 
ABSENT: Rachel Kieffer, Otto Johnson 
  
GUESTS: Liz Eull, chief of staff,  Office of the Senior Vice President for Finance and 
Operations; Sam Rosemark, student body president, Morris Campus Student Association 
 
OTHERS: Megan Sweet 
 
Chair Amy Ma welcomed the committee, and members introduced themselves. 
 
1. SSCC Member Updates - Ma asked each SSCC member to provide an update from their 
respective group and the responses were as follows: 
 

● Ma stated that Isaiah Ogren, ranking student senator, could not attend today’s meeting 
but he sent a message that he is on the search committee for the new vice president for 
student affairs and asked that if anyone had feedback or suggestions for qualifications in 
a good candidate, to please let him know.  

● Nathan Carlson from the Rochester Student Association (RSA) stated that RSA is voting 
on their new constitution and bylaws in about two weeks. They are also working on 
creating a safety and security survey for the entire campus, as well as conducting 
interviews with contractors for construction on new buildings. Finally, they are holding a 
transportation town hall to provide feedback on accessibility to campus along with an 
event to raise awareness around the 2020 U.S. Census in collaboration with the 
Minnesota Student Association (MSA).  

● Josh Westfield said that the Morris Campus Student Association (MCSA) are preparing 
for a few happenings and events including the disbursements of technology fees, their 
annual Prairie Gala, and Support the U Day.  

● Manpreet Singh from the Crookston Student Association (CSA) stated that the Crookston 
campus is currently having a debate about keeping residence halls locked 24 hours a day. 
Currently, the halls are open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. on weekdays and locked the 
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rest of the time. They are conducting a survey of students to get their feedback and 
preference and currently about 60% of students have voted against the change.  

● Sam Shepherd stated that the University of Minnesota Duluth Student Association 
(UMDSA) is holding its annual election in about a month so they are busy with 
communications and advertising. Bulldog Lobby Day will be held March 19, 2020, at the 
State Capitol in St. Paul. Additionally, the Academic Affairs Committee, chaired by 
Shepherd, will be meeting with the deans of each of the colleges next week to discuss 
cross collaboration between the schools.  

● Josh Lesser said that the Professional Student Government (PSG) recently launched a 
new website which has helped consolidate communications. Additionally, PSG will be 
hosting a Twins game for its members in collaboration with the Alumni Association. 
Finally, the Office for Student Affairs will be meeting with PSG representatives 
regarding the student health benefit plan.  

● Briggs Tople said that MSA is working on a number of issues including a $15 minimum 
wage, freedom of speech, health insurance accessibility, and Ramadan accommodations. 
Additionally, MSA is at work at the State Capitol pushing legislation surrounding 
education policy, medical amnesty, lease reform, and light rail transit. Finally, MSA will 
be holding a retreat for its members on February 29, 2020, as well as holding a listening 
session for the search for the new vice president for student affairs.  

● Madison Anderson said that the Council of Graduate Students (COGS) passed a 
resolution regarding part time student insurance and it is rumored that PSG will take that 
issue up soon as well. COGS is still meeting with University leaders around building 
security and having more student input. Finally, the group is working to increase 
resources regarding food security.  

● Ma stated she recently met with the Office of the President and students should all be 
receiving an email with updates around systemwide strategic planning, mental health, and 
the building renaming policy. She is looking to attend the listening sessions for the search 
for the vice president of student affairs. The Senate Consultative Committee recently 
heard about the newly proposed Administrative Policy: Major Events, as well as updates 
on building security and safety of minors on campus.  

 
2. Approval of Docket for February 27, 2020, Meeting of the Student Senate - Ma presented 
the Draft Docket for February 27, 2020, Meeting of the Student Senate. She gave a brief 
overview of the docket and asked Westfield and Sam Rosemark, student body president, MCSA, 
to provide a brief overview of the Resolution on Affordable and Sustainable Courses. Ma said 
that the Student Senate will propose to adopt a statement of support for the resolution. Westfield 
stated that the resolution asks to allow students to have electronic note-taking devices and 
encourages faculty to offer open source textbooks and ebooks when possible. Rosemark said 
they seem to get the most pushback from faculty around the ability for students to use technology 
in the classroom, as they worry they may be a distraction to other students. It also doesn’t require 
students to use electronic devices. Rosemark felt that the support of the Student Senate on this 
issue would be very helpful as they move forward. 
 
Ma asked if MCSA thinks they will get pushback from the administration on this resolution. 
Rosemark said the University has a policy regarding electronics use in the classroom and MCSA 
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is open to the possibility of bringing this systemwide. Tople added that currently it is up to 
faculty to allow electronics in the classroom. Machtmes added that this is a good resolution 
especially since students with disabilities already use some of these methods of electronic 
resources. 
 
Tople moved to approve the Docket for February 27, 2020, meeting of the Student Senate. 
Anderson seconded the motion and the docket was unanimously approved. 
 
3. Administrative Policy Review - Major Events (Twin Cities campus) - Ma introduced Liz 
Eull, chief of staff, Office of the Senior Vice President for Finance and Operations, to provide an 
overview of a new administrative policy, Major Events (Twin Cities campus). Eull provided the 
committee with the following documents related to the policy: 

● Administrative Policy - Major Events (Twin Cities Campus) 
● Administrative Procedure - Political Campaign Events 
● Administrative Procedure - Major Event Proposal 
● Major Events Policy Summary and Key Points 

 
Eull began her presentation by stating that this policy has been in the works for about two years. 
Eull said that the policy was developed to support the University's commitment to free speech 
and the robust exchange of ideas throughout the campus community, recognizing that the 
University has a duty and responsibility to facilitate free speech and the exchange of ideas in a 
way that ensures campus safety and responsibly utilizes its resources. The major events policy 
establishes the process for requesting, reviewing, and planning major events on the Twin Cities 
campus and provides a tool to educate the campus on how to think about events that they are 
planning. This policy is not meant to affect speakers that faculty or staff may invite for learning 
experiences in the classroom or otherwise. Instead, Eull said, major events include concerts, 
public appearances, performance speakers, or rallies, that generally involve a well known or high 
profile public figure. These events can draw significant public or media attention, draw on the 
resources of the University, or represent a significant security concern to the campus. 
 
Eull continued by stating that the policy was developed by a cross functional group charged by 
then President Eric Kaler with continued support by President Joan Gabel. The group included 
staff from the Offices of the President, Executive Vice President and Provost, Finance and 
Operation, General Counsel, University Relations, Student Affairs, and University Services, 
along with the chair of the Senate Consultative Committee, Amy Pittenger. Eull stated that she 
and Megan Sweet, assistant to the president, Office of the President, are providing updates to 
several committees in the hopes that the policy will go into effect this spring and asked for 
questions or comments from the committee.  
 
Ma asked about political campaigns and how this will apply to this policy. Eull responded that 
there are differences between political campaigns for particular candidates or ballot initiatives 
and speakers of a political nature. University Relations is working on a protocol for events that 
may be political in nature but still has elected officials attending. There is a difference between a 
political event and a campaign event. This will give better guidance to elected officials and 
candidates about the types of events they can hold and what they are responsible for.  
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Tople asked how a political action, such as a sit in for climate change, would be handled under 
this policy. Eull replied that it could be a major event depending on the impact of the campus. 
For an event hosted by a registered student organization, security costs would not be assessed to 
the group, unless they are utilizing a campus facility, such as Northrop Auditorium, where 
standard rates would apply. Tople then asked if the policy is a rededication by the University to 
freedom of speech. Sweet said that the University is already committed to free speech on campus 
and this policy is coming from an affirmative angle. It's about approving events that meet a 
certain criteria. Sweet added that this is currently being proposed for the Twin Cities campus but 
may be a template for other system campuses.  
 
Tople asked if the membership of the committee will be static or have different individuals from 
each of the offices listed. Eull said that the group is meant to be flexible in order to assess the 
impact of each event. Additionally, it needs to be flexible in convening since many events 
happen on such short notice. The University wants to engage the appropriate stakeholders every 
time.  
 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Chris Kwapick 
University Senate Office 
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