
Disabilities Issues Committee  
January 28, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: Update on Task Force; Discussion of Bias in Student Rating of Instruction; 
Discussion of Snow Removal; Other Business] 
 
PRESENT: Ben Munson (chair), Mary DeGrote Goering, Samantha Grover, Sanoa Hagen, 
Donna Johnson, Ryan Machtmes, Peggy Martin, Jayanthi Sasisekaran, Deena Wassenberg 
 
REGRETS: Kiel Harell, Matthew Hoekstra, Muhammad Khalifa, Gail Myers, Emily 
Norenberg, Lars Oddsson  
 
ABSENT: Jeff Baier, Bryce Christiaansen, Jonathan Curoe, Kim Doberstein 
 
1. Update on Task Force 
Professor Ben Munson, chair, called the meeting to order. He announced that he had agreed to 
chair the task force on supporting students with disabilities, which will be tasked with 
investigating and recommending best practices, including possible required training. He asked 
Donna Johnson, director, Disability Resource Center (DRC), Twin Cities campus, to think about 
whether someone from one of the DRCs should co-chair the task force. He told members that the 
Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost had asked for suggestions for other members 
of the task force, stressing that widespread participation by faculty from around the University 
would be important. Members made the following suggestions for potential other members: 
 
Professor Peggy Martin, Occupational Therapy 
Ryan Machtmes 
Another person from the Organization for Graduate and Professional Students with Disabilities 
(OGPSD) 
Someone from Boynton Mental Health 
Possibly someone from the Aurora Center 
Members of the DRC’s former Faculty Advisory Committee 
Representatives from each college 
Strong system campus representation 
Someone who works with online students 
College-level diversity officers 
Faculty who interact with laboratory sciences 
Professor Carol Flaten, School of Nursing 
Someone from Critical Disabilities Studies Collective - Professor Jessica Horvarth Williams or 
Professor Jigna Desai 
Professor Tammy Berberi, University of Minnesota Morris 



Student representation from the Disabled Students Cultural Center  
 

2. Discussion of Bias in Student Rating of Instruction 
Next, Munson said that a member of the Education Committee of the Acoustical Society of 
America (ASA) had sent out an article about mitigating bias on student ratings of instruction. He 
explained that bias can be introduced into student rating of instruction based on the gender, 
ethnicity, race, etc. of the instructor, and commented that it could apply to instructors with 
disabilities, as well. The article reported that alerting students to the possibility of bias in the 
instructions that students are given about teaching evaluations can actually mitigate bias. He 
asked members if this was a topic that the committee would like to discuss, perhaps working 
with the Equity, Access, and Diversity (EAD) Committee and the Senate Committee on 
Educational Policy (SCEP). Amber Bathke, senate associate, University SEnate Office, said that 
SCEP had talked about the topic of bias in student rating of instruction in the past, and that Ole 
Gram, associate vice provost, faculty and academic affairs, was working on the issue as well. 
Members agreed that the issue was germane to the Disabilities Issues Committee, but also 
broader. Munson said that he would contact the chairs of EAD and SCEP. 

 
3. Discussion of Snow Removal 
Munson then informed members that a reporter from the Minnesota Daily had contacted him to 
ask whether he was aware of any accessibility concerns related to snow removal on campus. 
Several members mentioned having noticed areas where snow was impeding accessibility. Peggy 
Martin said that the committee had talked with Facilities Management in the past about such 
issues, and suggested inviting someone from that office to a subsequent meeting. Grover noted 
that while this is an important issue, many of the buildings on the St. Paul campus are not 
accessible at all. 

 
4. Other Business 
Sanoa Hagen said that she is also a member of the Senate Committee on Committees, which is in 
charge of appointment staff and faculty to committees. She asked the committee to provide 
suggestions for possible new members, and they did. Munson said that he had been asked to 
chair again, and had accepted. 
 
Deena Wassenberg expressed concern about accessibility with regard to the new security 
measures that were implemented in the Health Sciences district. Other members reported 
concerns as well, and Munson suggested inviting someone from University Services to the 
committee’s next meeting. 
 
Hearing no further discussion, Munson adjourned the meeting. 
 
Amber Bathke 
University Senate Office 
 

 
 

 


