
Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) 
January 24, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: SSCC Member Updates; Approval of Docket for January 30, 2019, Special 
Meeting of the Twin Cities Delegation of the Student Senate; Building Security in the Health 
Sciences; Discussion of UMD 2020-2021 Student Senate Seat Allocation] 
  
PRESENT: Amy Ma (chair), Ryan Machtmes (vice chair), Isaiah Ogren (ranking student 
senator), Madison Anderson, Briggs Tople, Josh Lesser, Sam Shepherd, Josh Westfield, Nathan 
Carlson, Manpreet Singh 
 
REGRETS: None 
 
ABSENT: Rachel Kieffer, Otto Johnson 
  
GUESTS: Mike Berthelsen, vice president, University Services; Paige Rohman, chief of staff, 
University Services 
 
OTHERS: Megan Sweet 
 
Chair Amy Ma welcomed the committee, and members introduced themselves. 
 
1. SSCC Member Updates - Ma asked each SSCC member to provide an update from their 
respective group and the responses were as follows: 
 

● Nathan Carlson from the Rochester Student Association (RSA) stated that RSA is 
revising its constitution and bylaws in order to promote more flexibility and 
accountability for its members. Additionally, they are looking at sponsoring an event to 
create more awareness around the upcoming U.S. census. 

● Sam Shepherd stated that the University of Minnesota Duluth Student Association 
(UMDSA) are still assessing the impact of the recent budget cuts at UMD and the 
combing of the School of Fine Arts and College of Liberal Arts, which will go into effect 
next academic year. UMDSA will hold its first meeting of their congress on Monday.  

● Manpreet Singh from the Crookston Student Association (CSA) stated that the Crookston 
campus is currently searching for a new dean of student engagement to replace the 
current associate vice chancellor position. This position is currently held on an interim 
basis by Lisa Samuelson and interviews will occur over the next few weeks. Samuelson 
plans to continue in her previous role as student activities director which, among other 
duties, advises the Crookston Student Association (CSA). Access to campus security 
footage has now been expedited at the request of several campus stakeholders. 
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Previously, footage would take an extended period of time to obtain when public safety 
officials would request it. 

● Josh Westfield said that the Morris Campus Student Association (MCSA) recently passed 
a resolution relating to affordable and sustainable content and textbooks and are now 
working to put together a committee to execute the resolution’s vision. Additionally they 
will be holding a forum on advocacy and diversity training in about two weeks.  

● Josh Lesser said that the Professional Student Government (PSG) met with President 
Joan Gabel towards the end of last semester. One of the items that they are focusing on 
this spring is a student health benefit plan more aligned with that of typical professional 
students, for students attending the School of Public Health. Many online students do not 
qualify for health insurance and they would like to rectify that situation and PSG is 
working on drafting a resolution. Additionally they are working to bring more mental 
health facilities and resources to the West Bank campus as well as working on editing 
their constitution to better outline presidential duties.  

● Madison Anderson said that the Council of Graduate Students (COGS) is working with 
PSG and MSA on the student health insurance issue that Lesser mentioned. They are also 
providing input on the updated Administrative Policy: Graduate Student Employment, as 
well as planning to host a town hall on building security in the health sciences.  

● Briggs Tople said that the Minnesota Student Association (MSA) is working on 
amending its governing documents and holding a retreat soon for all members. 
Additionally, MSA has a new president and vice president after the previous president, 
Mina Kian, left the University to intern with NASA. 

● Isaiah Ogren, ranking student senator, mentioned that the RFP process for dining on the 
Twin Cities campus will be starting soon and it will be a good idea to pay close attention 
to its details as it can be a big process for any campus.  

● Ryan Machtmes, vice chair, SSCC, said that he is working with the disability community 
regarding the new dining contract RFP, emphasizing accessibility and allergen 
information. He is also working on a proposal surrounding faculty sexual misconduct 
issues.  

● Ma stated that the Twin Cities campus will soon be starting a search for the new vice 
president for student affairs and the SSCC will likely be asked to send a member to be a 
part of the search committee.  

 
 
2. Approval of Docket for January 30, 2019, Special Meeting of the Twin Cities Delegation 
of the Student Senate - Ma presented the Draft Docket for January 30, 2019 Special Meeting of 
the Twin Cities Delegation of the Student Senate. She explained that the sole purpose of the 
meeting was to appoint new Twin Cities student senators to vacant seats. Ogren moved to 
approve the docket. The motion was seconded by Anderson and it was unanimously approved. 
 
 
3. Building Security in the Health Sciences - Ma introduced Mike Berthelsen, vice president, 
University Services, and Paige Rohman, chief of staff, University Services, to provide an update 
on changes to building security at the health sciences buildings on the Twin Cities campus. 
Berthelsen stated that over the past eighteen months or so, the University has seen a significant 
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increase in trespassing and unwanted behaviors within the health sciences buildings. While this 
type of activity is not exclusive to this area of campus, explained Berthelsen, there has been an 
uptick due to ease of access from the light rail station located near Moos Tower. While the 
University has historically been open and easy to access, crime in this area has had a recent 
uptick and University officials have been looking at methods to make students, faculty, and staff 
feel safer. Ultimately, the University concluded that it is difficult to manage the area due to the 
number of entrances to the complex and decided to lock down many of the perimeter entrances 
to be accessible only via key card access. There are now only three public entrance points at 
which individuals must present an ID or for members of the public to state their business within 
the building, such as an appointment. These changes were made about one month ago in 
response to a recent needle attack on a student. Berthelsen said that while these changes were 
made rather quickly with little consultation, he did wish to gather students’ experiences, 
concerns, and thoughts. Rohman added that there are no further plans to change access to any 
other buildings on campus at this time.  
 
Machtmes commented that locking down these buildings will simply move unwanted individuals 
somewhere else down the line and asked how far the University intends to make changes. He 
also stated concerns about accessibility for those with disabilities. Berthelsen replied that he is 
unsure what further actions will be taken yet acknowledged that they are trying to balance 
security and safety with accessibility. Machtmes followed up by asking how effective the 
badging policy is if students do not have to display any sort of ID. Berthelsen replied that many 
faculty and staff feel that people wearing badges make them feel safer especially when working 
late or after hours. He said that they are also looking at models used by peer institutions to 
implement best practices. 
 
Anderson stated that she felt students of color were being disproportionately targeted by these 
new security measures and asked if those working in these areas are permanent or contract 
employees.. Berthelsen said that everyone should be asked for ID upon entrance. He continued 
that these individuals working at the front desks are currently contracted employees but the plan 
is to hire some full time University employees who will have more rigorous training, including in 
implicit bias.  
 
Tople added that when he served as a security monitor he received no bias training and minimal 
medical training and was concerned that these new employees wouldn’t get the needed training 
to handle these new requirements. Berthelsen stated that security monitors are not used for these 
purposes and pledged that these new security advisors will receive far more training similar to 
that a police officer receives. Ogren asked what the definition of trespassing is in the 
University’s public buildings. Berthelsen stated that anyone is allowed in a public building 
during its public hours. Ogren then asked what sort of threshold is used to determine when 
security changes are needed. Berthelsen replied that there isn’t a black and white calculation for 
crime rates or instances that triggers additional security. He said that University Services and 
public safety officials try their best to respond to concerns from individuals and colleges. In 
regard to the health sciences buildings, the University felt it met a threshold where the frequency 
and severity of crimes were becoming concerning. In some instances, patients were refusing to 
visit the buildings and students didn’t want to attend classes. Ultimately, the University needs to 
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fulfill its mission to educate and serve the people of Minnesota and cannot do so if people are 
unwilling to come to campus.  
 
Anderson asked why the recent needle attack was not disclosed or reported directly to the 
University community. Berthelsen stated that not sending that information to the community was 
perhaps a misstep in that the University had to follow the rules of the Clery Act. The Clery Act 
requires the University to notify the community of an ongoing threat. Since the individual who 
perpetrated the attack was immediately caught, there was no requirement to disclose the 
information. He said that all arrests and other activity does get posted to the SAFE-U website. 
Anderson said that it would be helpful to expand awareness of such instances to make people 
more aware of what is happening around them. Berthelsen agreed and said that they will look at 
how they handle this type of situation in the future. Berthelsen said he will continue to work to 
update the committee of any new developments.  
 
 
4. Discussion of UMD 2020-2021 Student Senate Seat Allocation - Shepherd stated that he 
had some concerns regarding the number of seats allocated to the Duluth campus. His first 
concern was that since the School of Fine Arts would be merging with the College of Liberal 
Arts, UMD would lose a seat in the transition. Chris Kwapick, senate associate, University 
Senate Office, stated that since the allocation took into account the population of both schools as 
it currently stands, both schools would still receive their one seat for the 2020-21 academic year.  
 
Shepherd’s second concern was that under the proposed allocation approved in November by the 
SSCC, the Lobovitz School of Business and Economics would only have one student senator to 
represent over 1,900 students. He proposed moving a seat away from the Twin Cities College of 
Liberal Arts (CLA) and giving it to the Lobovitz School of Business and Economics in order to 
obtain a better ratio of student to senator representation. Ma, Machtmes, and Ogren stated that 
they will recuse themselves from this discussion and decision. Tople expressed concerns with 
taking away a seat from CLA since the allocation decisions were made simply by using math.  
 
Shepherd moved to reconsider the 2020-21 Student Senate Seat Allocation. The motion was 
approved. 
 
Shepherd moved to approve the 2020-21 Student Senate Seat Allocation, removing one seat from 
the Twin Cities College of Liberal Arts and adding one seat to the UMD Lobovitz School of 
Business and Economics. The motion was seconded by Carlson and the motion was approved. 
 
 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Chris Kwapick 
University Senate Office 
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