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These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: Voter Registration; Committee Action Survey Results; University 
Sustainability Efforts] 
  
PRESENT: Aseem Kaul (chair), Katherine Arnold, Jeff Bieganek, Linda Frizzell, Zachary 
Fischer, Becca Gercken, Hyunjoo Im, Mary Kurth, William Larson, Katsumi Matsuomo, Rachel 
Miller, Ingrid Nuttall, Molly Schwartz, Sarah Sexton, Nicole Smiley, Jim Stemper, Boris 
Volkov, Sonja Zbinden 
  
REGRETS: Leif Anderson, Roselin Victor, Sonja Zbinden 
  
ABSENT: Ryan Allen, Leah Peterson 
 
GUESTS: Jude Goossens, director, government and legislative affairs, Minnesota Student 
Association; Jessica Hellmann, director, Institute on the Environment; Shane Stennes, director, 
sustainability, University Services 
 
1. Voter Registration 
Professor Aseem Kaul, chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed Jude Goossens, director, 
government and legislative affairs, Minnesota Student Association (MSA), who updated the 
committee on MSA’s efforts on student voter registration. He emphasized the following points: 

● According to the National Study of Learning Voting and Engagement, the percentage of 
eligible University of Minnesota Twin Cities students who voted in the 2018 midterm 
elections was 58.7%, up from 29.6% in 2014. 

● MSA’s Resolution to Institutionalize Voter Registration was approved by the Student 
Senate in March 2019; the main points of the resolution were as follows: 

○ 1998 Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act of 1965 requires institutions to 
make a “good faith effort” to distribute voter registration materials  

○ 62% of people who are not registered have never been directly asked to register to 
vote 

○ Student voter turnout is integral to advocating for the continued funding and 
support of the University and student needs 

○ Systemwide approach is key 
● A biannual, two-week voter registration notification has been implemented in MyU and 

has been successful in engaging students 
● MSA is advocating for permanent content on MyU, as well as increased presence in 

first-year programs and welcome week activities and building an overall culture of voting 
 



More detail is available in the PowerPoint.  
 
Mary Kurth asked what the committee can do to aid MSA in these efforts. Goossens replied that 
lack of access to reliable student data is a major impediment to this and other efforts. Ingrid 
Nuttal said that the University does have a central system that houses that data, but it may not be 
updated. She offered to connect Goossens to the correct people in the Office of Information 
Technology to address the issue. 
 
William Larson asked whether the voter registration effort could be extended to include alumni. 
Goossens said he thought that some of the systems were available to anyone with a University 
email address. Larson offered to connect Goossens with the University of Minnesota Alumni 
Association (UMAA). 
 
Hearing no further discussion, Kaul thanked Goossens for the update, and Goossens departed. 

 
2. Committee Action Survey Results 
Next, Kaul announced the results of a survey that had been sent to committee members asking 
them to weigh in on potential issues that the committee could work on. He said that voter 
turnout, mental health, and environmental issues were the top three by a fairly large margin, and 
proposed working on these three issues. Members agreed. Kaul suggested that working groups 
composed of 3-4 members should work on each issue and report back to the full committee for 
feedback and assistance. He clarified that not all members need sign up for a work group, and 
asked Amber Bathke, senate associate, University Senate Office, to send out a sign-up form.  
 
Linda Frizzell voiced her appreciation that the committee planned to look at mental/behavioral 
health, and noted  that there is a shortage of providers in rural areas. Boris Volkov suggested that 
the mental health initiative not be limited to students, but rather focus on the University 
community as a whole. Sarah Sexton agreed, and informed members that the Graduate Medical 
Education department is looking at mental health for physicians because there is a high suicide 
rate among doctors. Most resources focus on assistance for the most desperate cases, she said; 
they are now trying to focus more on prevention. Jim Stemper said that the suicide rate is high 
among veterinarians, as well. Larson added that attention to behavioral health should include 
addiction. Kaul suggested that the second forum could focus on behavioral health, including but 
not limited to addiction, rather than specifically the opioid crisis.  
 
In terms of environmental issues, Nicole Smiley commented that there is a group of staff and 
faculty at the University who are working on making the U Pass more affordable. 
 
3. University Sustainability Efforts 
Kaul then welcomed Jessica Hellmann, director, Institute on the Environment (IonE) and Shane 
Stennes, director, sustainability, University Services. Both guests gave some background on their 
work at the University. Stennes clarified that his work focuses mainly on operational 
sustainability at the University. Hellmann noted that the IonE is systemwide and was created 
about 12 years ago to enable and celebrate interdisciplinary collaboration on issues related to 
sustainability. Recently, she said, it has taken on more outreach and engagement work, and 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BR7Skw1QwVSuhBTernECyL6VPgQklpTaxw63e-PzjIM/edit?usp=sharing


functions in some ways like an NGO, drawing upon expertise at the University to work toward 
increased sustainability.  
 
Hellmann and Stennes then identified for the  committee a number of topics that the committee 
could help support:  

● Transportation emissions: The University is the third largest generator of traffic in the 
Twin Cities, after Minneapolis and St. Paul. Efforts to increase ride sharing, use of public 
transportation, electric and hybrid vehicles, and bike commuting could help reduce this. 
Relatedly, to achieve its carbon goals, the University will need to confront emissions 
from airplane travel, and the committee could begin work on this important and 
challenging topic. 

● Carbon neutral commitment: Under President Robert Bruininks, the University became a 
signatory to the Second Nature Carbon Commitment, which aims to reduce greenhouse 
gases to net zero as soon as possible, but no later than 2050. Between 2008 and 2018, the 
University reduced its emissions by 37%. The goal is 50% by 2020, from 2008 levels. 
One out of six tons out of the University’s contributions to greenhouse gases is from air 
travel. Examining this issue is tricky, Stennes said, as it asks the University to confront its 
values; being and educating global citizens necessitates international travel, but there are 
some solutions around carbon offsets, finding international experiences closer to home, 
etc.  

● Natural gas as a bridge fuel: Curtailing the use of coal as a source of electricity is crucial, 
but there is debate over whether to use natural gas as a bridge to reach that goal. It is 
appealing because it can be turned on and off and is inexpensive, but building new 
pipelines, fracking, and other things related to natural gas are undesirable, and ultimately 
the use of natural gas will need to be halted as well. 

● Divestment from fossil fuels and investing in clean energy: This mainly concerns the 
University’s endowment. This conversation is happening nationally; University of 
California system’s endowment divested from fossil fuels recently. The university 
could/should also consider investment along side of divestment, in support of emerging 
technology and other positive ventures in the energy transition. 

● Living the Grand Challenges, not just researching them. Is there an opportunity to use the 
Grand Challenge initiative to stimulate campus activities besides research? 
 

In the interest of time, Kaul thanked Stennes and Hellman and said that the environmental issues 
working group would connect with them. He then adjourned the meeting. 
 
Amber Bathke 
University Senate Office 
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