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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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In Memoriam: Susan Z. Diamond
By Marilynne McKay, ASH, BSI 
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Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have 
made contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From

Marino Alvarez Billy W. Fields

Robert Brusic Fredda Caplan

Shannon Carlisle Billy W. Fields

Denny Dobry Thomas Drucker

Timothy Johnson Fredda Caplan

Bud Livingston Warren Randall

Allison Lockwood John Lockwood

Bill Mason Billy W. Fields

Julie McKuras Fredda Caplan

Roy Pilot Joseph Eckrich

Monica Schmidt Fredda Caplan

In Memory Of From

Marshall Blankenship,  M.D. Barbara Blankenship

Vincent Brosnan Robert Hess

Peter Calamai Bill Mason

Nancy Czarnecki Lawrence Czarnecki

Susan Z. Diamond John Bergquist

Susan Z. Diamond Joseph Coppola

Susan Z. Diamond Bill Mason

Dennis France Jonathan Shimberg

Richard Lancelyn Green Andrew Malec

David Hammer Fredda Caplan

Paul Herbert Ralph Hall

Jean Hubert Michael Kean

Cameron Hollyer Bruce Aikin

Allen Mackler C. Paul Martin, M.D.

Eleonore Margolin Jerry Margolin

Joseph Margolin Jerry Margolin

Dr. Errett W. McDiarmid Emly McDiarmid

Mrs. Johanna M. Reiter Gary Reiter

Barbara Seranella Jeffory Hart

Susan Z. Diamond
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n the spring of 
2019 we lost 
Susan Z. Diamond, 
one of our best 

Sherlockian companions, 
and we mourn 
with her husband, 
Allan Devitt, ASH, BSI.
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her

7

The Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections
is a quarterly newsletter published by the
Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections
which seek to promote the activities, inter-
ests and needs of the Special Collections
and Rare Books Department, University of
Minnesota Libraries.

Mail editorial correspondence c/o:

Editor
Julie McKuras

13512 Granada Ave.
Apple Valley, MN 55124

952-431-1934
mike9750@aol.com

Editorial Board
John Bergquist, Timothy Johnson, 

Jon Lellenberg, Richard J. Sveum, M.D.

Copyright © 2006
University of Minnesota Library

The University of Minnesota is an Equal
Opportunity Educator and Employer.

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

100 
Y E A R S  A G O

health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2
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never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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hat can I say about 
our friend Susan?  
A lot, actually. But I 
won’t bore you with 

all the things you know about her 
already – how she loved Allan and 
the furry members of their family, 
her community involvement, her 
business accomplishments, her 
dedication to the library she loved, 
her Sherlockian accomplishments, 
her tenaciousness, her grit. She was 
one feisty woman.

Instead I’ll tell you a few things about 
Susan that you may not know. If you 
ever played Words with Friends with 
Susan, you would know that her 
vocabulary was way above the norm. 
We played the game until the day 
before she left us. I told you she was 
tenacious! She loved to beat me. If 
we played 500 games over the years, 
I probably won 50 of them.

Susan loved to solve acrostics 
puzzles. Not the easy acrostics – oh 
no, not Susan. She loved the New 

weekends together, both in the US 
and in London, and we wine tasted 
on two separate occasions in 
California. Wherever we were, 
Susan was the navigator, and we 
happily let her enjoy her role. 
Once on one of the California trips 
we found ourselves tasting wine 
at 10 AM. And guess what?  It was 
okay. We formed our own little 
Sherlockian scion society and called 
ourselves The Flying Decanters. The 
head of our Sherlockian world told 
us it always reminded him of 
The Flying Wallendas.

The first time I met Susan was in 
New York City at an ASH 
Wednesday dinner. She sat across 
the table from me, and when we 
were introduced, she said, “Hi.
My cat’s name is Francine.” 
How could you ever forget that?  
I never have.

Susan’s death has left a void in all 
our lives. What we have to remember 
is that she lived life to the fullest, 
did it her way, and never faltered. 
What a woman!

York Times acrostic that comes out 
every other week. For many years I 
saved them for her and would then 
send off a bunch all at once, which 
she devoured with relish. She could 
solve one in a matter of what seemed 
to me to be an extraordinarily short 
amount of time. The first week that I 
didn’t have to save it was particularly 
painful, but now each time I see one, 
I think, well, she’s probably already 
solved it in another dimension, and 
I smile.

Susan cooked and baked from 
scratch. I cook from scratch but bake 
from box. I had a plate of my 
homemade brownies out when 
Susan & Allan came to stay with us. 
After complimenting my brownies, 
Susan asked for the recipe. When I 
told her Duncan Hines, she was 
unamused. My brownies were no 
longer the star. We had a good laugh.

Susan & Allan and Richard & I had 
to fly wherever we were going to see 
each other, since we live on the east 
coast. We spent many Sherlockian 

An Update from the Collections… 
Continued from Page 5 

Our Friend Susan
By Francine Kitts, ASH, BSI
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The Diamond Meeting Room plaque at the Bensenville  Public Library
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Part of those discussions will take 
place on the departmental level as we 
contemplate our work in the context 
of the Big Ten Academic Alliance. 
It is exciting to think about the 
possibilities that might present them-
selves as there are now at least three 
Big Ten institutions—Michigan State, 
Indiana, and Minnesota—that are 
working with Sherlockian resources. 
Our colleagues in Michigan continue 
their great hosting and development 
of the Sherlockian.net website. The 
Lilly Library at Indiana just held 
a celebratory conference as they 
welcomed the Baker Street Irregu-
lars archive into their devoted and 
expert stewardship. We look forward 
to what the future might hold as 
together we celebrate, share, and 
keep forever green the memory of 
the Master and the many groups and 
individuals who enjoy exploring this 
adventurous world.

Another part of our ongoing work 
continues to involve outreach, 
networking, and sharing Holmes 
and Watson with many friends and 
acquaintances across the country. 
In October it was my joy and 
pleasure to be a part of the inaugural 
Left Coast Sherlockian Symposium 
in Portland, Oregon. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the many informative and 
entertaining presentations and was 
overwhelmed by the reception my 
contribution received during the 
weekend. Thank you for the 
opportunity to share some thoughts 
from my perspective as curator of 
this collection. My special thanks, 

again, to those who worked so hard 
to organize, promote, and run such 
a successful conference. It was a 
great pleasure to accept a beautiful 
piece of Jim Gola artwork from John 
and Christine Ellis, members of the 
Noble and Most Singular Order of 
the Blue Carbuncle.  I look forward 
to many more visits to the Pacific 
Northwest and a long run of the 
Symposium. At the same time, I’m 
gearing up for new trips to Atlanta, 
and wherever else it might be that 
folks come together to celebrate, 
study, learn, and build relationships.

It is a remarkable and broad 
community, or community of 
communities, that continue to gather 
around the Canonical tales and later 
manifestations. As I mentioned in 
Portland, we are a big tent. There is 
room for all. I’ll continue to do what 
I can to make this a welcoming and 
inclusive space. Now, in this season 
of Thanksgiving, I am, more than 
ever, extremely grateful for all the 
support you provide to the Collec-
tions and the work you do at the 
local level within your own groups 
and societies. We could not do, or 
be, what we are without your 
ongoing goodwill and enthusiasm. 
It is a rare and precious gift. As we 
make our way into the new year, 
navigating transitions and new op-
portunities, we are inspired by you 
and look forward to our continuing 
journey together. Thank you!

Timothy J. Johnson
E.W. McDiarmid Curator of the 

Sherlock Holmes Collections
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In Memoriam: Susan Z. Diamond… Continued from Page 1 

Susan grew up in Texas, but she 
spent most of her life in the 
Chicago area. She was a graduate of 
the University of Chicago, majoring 
in English Language and Literature; 
she later received an MBA from 
DePaul University. Susan published 
and lectured extensively on finance 
and business management and was 
the president of her own company, 
Diamond Associates, Ltd, for over 
45 years. 

Her professional honors included 
membership in Delta Mu Delta, the 
national honor society in business 
administration; the Institute of 
Management Accountants; and 
listings in Who’s Who in America, 
Who’s Who in Finance and Industry, 
and Who’s Who in American Women.

Susan and Allan were Volunteers of 
the year for the greater Bensenville 
community, and Susan was the proud 
president of the local Public Library 
Board. The Bensenville Community 
Public Library auditorium was named 
the Susan Z. Diamond Room at her 
memorial celebration in August 2019. 

Susan was a founding officer of The 
Beacon Society in 2003 and served 
as Secretary, President, and Chair 
of the Grants Committee; in 2019 
the Society’s most prestigious award 
for outstanding efforts to introduce 
young people to Sherlock Holmes 
was named the Susan Z. Diamond 
Beacon Award in her honor. 

Susan was invested in the Adventur-
esses of Sherlock Holmes in 1992 as 
The Lone Star. A few years later she 
began what was to become a twenty-
year co-editorship of The Serpentine 
Muse, the Adventuresses’ quarterly 
literary journal. In 1994 she began 
organizing the yearly Watsonian 
Weekend, taking over the reins of 
the Chicago Silver Blaze from the late 
Bob Hahn, BSI, in 1994. Founded in 
1960, the Chicago race remains the 
oldest still active, annually-running 
Silver Blaze in the world. She was 
invested in the Baker Street Irregulars 
as The Great Mogul in 1998.

Susan was a stalwart leader of 
Chicago’s Criterion Bar Association 
(past president, vice president, 

treasurer, and secretary; she received 
the Young Stamford Award in 1996), 
and was also a member of Torists 
International, The Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London, The Scotland 
Yarders, The Clients of Adrian 
Mulliner, and several others. She was 
a Life member of the Jane Austen 
Society of North America, and 
co-president of the Chicago chapter 
of The Wodehouse Society.

Susan will be remembered as a 
dedicated Sherlockian, a supportive 
friend, and a splendid hostess. She 
was a woman of integrity and an 
ardent feminist who campaigned with 
others for the admission of men to 
ASH; she was proud that her 
husband, Allan, was in the first group 
of men invested in the Adventuresses. 

Susan maintained that the 
Sherlockian world “is supposed to 
be fun; after all, it began as a take-off 
on literary criticism, not as literary 
criticism.” We will miss her kindness, 
quick wit, and willingness to work 
for goals she believed were important.

50
Y E A R S  A G O

The December 1969  issue of The 
Baker Street Journal had several items 
by and about  members of the Nor-
wegian Explorers:  A “Stand Upon 
the Terrace” noted the death of Dean 
Theodore C. Blegen, a founder of 
the scion; Letters to Baker Street had 
a long message from Ruth Berman;  
and a scholarly piece by Otis Hearn 
was included, which he titled “Some 
Further Speculations upon the Danc-
ing Men.”  Editor Julian Wolff, MD 
notes in Whodunit, “OTIS HEARN 
supplied the following information 
about himself: Occupation: Trifler; 
Education: At an establishment now 
firmly on the road to suicide; Enthu-
siasms: BSJ et omnia arcana. W-2762 
First National Bank Building, St. 
Paul., Minn. 55101.”

Otis Hearn would go on to write 
four articles that appeared in the 
Baker Street Journal from 1969-1978. 
His identity was slowly revealed. 
In 1970 he was a “busy lawyer and 
a Sherlockian enthusiast,” and in 
1972 Otis Hearn was noted to be 
an alias for Walter Trenerry. The last 
Otis Hearn article in the BSJ was in 
March 1978, and then-editor John 
Linsenmeyer wrote in the Whodunit 
“OTIS HEARN, also known as Walter 
N. Trenerry, is a semi-retired lawyer 
with a taste for the classics, who adds 
that he is of Cornish descent and is 
having an identity crisis over whether 

The article began 
Walter Trenerry writes because 
he likes to write. And when he 
writes, he writes well. They give 
out an award for writing well 
and because Trenerry writes 
well he won the award.

The News-Press wasn’t the only 
group to hold that opinion. The 
Minnesota Historical Society 
published Trenerry’s Murder in 
Minnesota: A Collection of True 
Cases, in 1962. The book is still 
in print after 57 years and notes 
that the author spent two years 
researching and writing about 
the colorful, if sometimes grue-
some, deeds of some of Minne-
sota’s most notorious criminals. 
Trenerry was a 1941 graduate 
of Harvard Law School. An 
amateur historian, he was the 
co-author with Wallace Schultz 
on Abandoned by Lincoln; A 
Military Biography of General 
John Pope, published by 
University of Illinois Press 1990.

Ronald De Waal’s description 
of the 1969 article reads "Abe 
Slaney and Elsie are unmasked 
as Chicago Anarchists (Nihilists) 
sending messages in symbols 
adapted from the Union Army’s 
Manual of Signals (1865) and 
using the Nihilist Transposition 
method of concealing one 
enciphered message insider 
another. Behind them lurks the 
real wire-puller, Moriarty, who 
has infiltrated the Anarchist 
organization to use it for his 
own ends.”

Otis Hearn’s scholarship has a lasting 
legacy in that his article is noted in 
Dancing to Death, the 2016 Baker Street 
Irregular Manuscript Series book. 

Richard J. Sveum, MD, BSI

he is a Cornish Horror or a Chaldean 
Root. 300 71st Street, Miami Beach, 
FL 33141.”

Walter Northey Trenerry was born in 
Hibbing, MN on January 11, 1917 
and died on January 26, 2012 in 
Mendota Heights, MN at the age of 
95. His January 29, 2012 Minneapolis 
Star Tribune obituary notes a busy 
life, “Alderman and City Attorney of 
West St. Paul. Village Attorney of 
Village of Marine-On-Saint Croix. 
Past President of McKnight Founda-
tion, Minnesota Historical Society, 
and Twin Cities Civil War Round 
Table. Vice President Bush Foundation; 
Chairman of the Minnesota Museum 
of Art; Instructor in Partnership, Real 
Property, and Constitutional Law, 
Saint Paul College of Law; Trustee 
of Saint John’s University, College of 
Saint Scholastica, and Breck School. 
Member of Planning Committee and 
Director of Guthrie Theater. Envi-
ronmentalist. Bought private lands 
and gave them to Minnesota and 
Wisconsin as additions to state 
forests. Member of group buying 
land for Afton State Park.”

He was also an author of historical, 
legal, and Sherlock Holmes articles 
as well as of several books. The April 
8, 1982 Fort Myers, Florida News-
Press featured him upon the occasion 
of being awarded the Fifth Interna-
tional Imitation Hemingway Compe-
tition, a contest sponsored by Harry’s 
Bar and American Grill in Los 
Angeles. He beat 1,300 other entries 
to win a trip to Florence in a contest 
judged by Hemingway’s brother Jack 
and Ray Bradbury. The article noted 
that after he retired, he “left the 
bone-chilling cold of Minnesota” and 
moved to North Fort Myers.

The Susan Z. Diamond Donation
In May of this year, my husband Mike and I paid a visit to Allan Devitt. Allan had contacted me about 

transporting the Sherlockian collection that his late wife, Susan Z. Diamond, wished to donate to the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections. Together with Allan, we boxed and bagged two large bookshelves which contained books, 

papers and ephemera. It represented years of her reading and activities as she worked with various scion 
societies. When we finished moving her collection out of the house, my SUV was full. 

I’m sure that Allan won’t mind me relating that it was an emotional time, and we told a number of stories and 
shared memories of Susan. He was adamant that it was her wish that all of this become part of the Collections 

and if anything was a duplicate he knew she would like to see them sold to raise funds. 
It was part of her generous nature.

The donation hasn’t been catalogued yet, and more information will be forthcoming when it is. It is a testament 
to her, as is the honor paid to her by the Beacon Society. It presents the Susan Z. Diamond Beacon Award each 

January in recognition of exemplary educational experiences and other significant activities exposing young 
people to the Sherlock Holmes stories.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
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ith the 2019 Conference 
(“Dark Places, Wicked 
Companions, and 
Strange Experiences”) 

and the accompanying Elmer L. 
Andersen Library exhibit behind us, 
it is time to look at the long-range 
plan for the Collections. In August 
2017 the Friends leadership, 
including the Library staff, mapped 
out a future direction for the 
collections at a Board Retreat at the 
Elmer L. Andersen Library.

This retreat built on a 2006 Friends 
Strategic Planning Document and an 
April 2017 Library Special 
Collections & Rare Books Collection 
Development Policy for the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections. The later 
document included a list of Subject 
Areas Collected, General Collection 
Guidelines, and Priorities of the 
Collection & Areas for Growth. 

W At the 2017 retreat we talked about 
the strengths and weaknesses of the 
Friends organization and the chal-
lenges of collecting digital material. 
Library staff told us about changes 
to the Library’s physical structure, 
efforts to digitize the existing 
collection, and current acquisition 
policy and practices. 

Included in the new August 2017 
plan is an establishment of various 
committees to assist in operation 
of the Friends organization. 
Possible committees include an 
over-all advisory committee of Board 
members and non-Board members, 
a newsletter committee to assist the 
Editor, membership committee, and 
fund-raising committee. There was 
also a suggestion to have a liaison 
to scholars and students who might 
want to use the collections. 

During the retreat we also talked 
about our vision of collections in 
2037, including digitization of the 
collection items. We also discussed 
a development policy and our 
cooperation with Big 10 libraries and 
other institutions with Doylean and 
Sherlockian collections. 

New initiatives include acquiring 
funds for acquisitions, preservation 
and digitization of materials, and 
funding for exhibitions (including 
physical and virtual exhibits as 
well as travel costs). We are also 
interested in visiting scholars and 
having staff continue attending
 Sherlockian events. 

Now that we have had some time 
pass since the retreat and have 
ruminated about the plan, it is time 
for implementation.

Gary Thaden

From the President
s I write, a winter storm is 
coming. Not a Holmesian 
east wind, but a storm all 
the same. Most everyone is 

getting ready for the storm in some 
way, making sure snow blowers and 
shovels are available and working, 
buying bags of melting salts at the 
hardware store, preparing for what 
is to come. It will be the first major 
storm of the season, a time of 
transition.

There are no storms of a different 
type on the horizon as far as the 
Libraries or Collections are 
concerned. But we are in a time of 
transition. The University of Min-
nesota has a new president, Joan 
Gabel, the first woman to hold that 
position. A couple weeks ago, Rachel 
Croson was named as the Univer-
sity’s next executive vice president 
and provost. She will begin her 
work here in March. Our University 

A Librarian, Wendy Lougee, will soon 
retire after a fruitful, energizing, 
and inspirational tenure. A national 
search brought a number of candi-
dates to campus this fall for inter-
views. We expect that a new librarian 
will be named soon.

Closer to home, I’m still here. I 
remain curator of the Collections. 
But retirement is on the horizon, 
probably five or so years away. So 
I’m beginning to think more about 
the future and what the Collec-
tions will look like and how we will 
function after I’ve left. When I was 
much younger and a member of a 
very active Boy Scout troop, one of 
the things that impressed itself upon 
me and became a part of my DNA 
was that as Scouts we always wanted 
to leave our campsites and lands we 
visited in better shape than we found 
them. This lesson wove itself into 
how I approach my work. I always 

want to leave something in a better 
condition than when I arrived. 

Now, it is fair to say that I’ve not al-
ways been successful in this endeav-
or. But it remains my goal to improve 
our setting, faithfully steward collec-
tions in our care, and leave them in 
better shape for future generations to 
use, study, and enjoy. There is always 
room for improvement. Thankfully, 
especially in this season of thanksgiv-
ing, we continue to make strides on 
a number of fronts due to work done 
by colleagues throughout the Librar-
ies. I deeply appreciate their work. 
Collections are being cataloged, 
archival materials described, space 
managed to accommodate newly ar-
rived items, and other activities that 
facilitate use, instruction, exhibition, 
and publication. In the weeks ahead, 
we plan on looking at additional 
ideas and pursuits that will strength-
en the Collections, building on what 
we have accomplished so far.

An Update from the Collections

Musings
s Tim noted in his article, 
as this issue prepares to go 
to the printer, we’re await-
ing the first winter storm of 

the season. We’re hoping we don’t 
experience “the bone-chilling cold 
of Minnesota,” a term noted in Dick 
Sveum’s 50 Years Ago column, with 
this storm. 

I would like to extend a special 
thank you to both Marilynne McKay 
and Francine Kitts for writing about 
their friend Susan Z. Diamond. They 
were uniquely qualified to talk about 
her, and I’m sure there are any num-
ber of people who have stories they 
could tell. My own special memory 
is walking down a pier in Stockholm 
with Susan while on the Sherlock 
Holmes Society of London 
sponsored Cruise of the Baltic in 
2001, listening to Allan Devitt sing 

A “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d 
Have Baked a Cake.” All of these 
stories reflect a life well lived.

If Sherlock Holmes was comfortable 
using an alias such as Escott, Walter 
Trenerry must have been comfortable 
as well when he wrote under the 
name Otis Hearn. Trenerry was an 
accomplished man in a number of 
fields, and his essay regarding the 
Dancing Men Code and its potential 
origins is an interesting read.

Tim Johnson updates us about 
changes at the University and the 
Library as well as his ramblings in 
Portland. I was at the conference Left 
Coast Sherlockian Symposium, and 
– if anything – Tim is too modest 
about the reception he received for 
his talk. It was the only presentation 

that prompted a standing ovation. He 
also gives us an overview of what he 
views as exciting possibilities for the 
library. 

Gary Thaden’s From the President 
column is a good companion piece 
to Tim’s. While Tim explored the 
possibility of working with other li-
braries, Gary outlines what he hopes 
will be the next steps for the Friends 
of the Sherlock Holmes Collections. 
Reading the two articles gives us a 
clear picture of what they hope to 
accomplish.

I hope you enjoy the rest of 2019 
and any upcoming holidays. From 
“the bone-chilling cold of Minne-
sota,” we all wish you the best for 
the remainder of the year as well as 
hopes for a happy and healthy 2020. 

 Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Continued on page 7
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In Memoriam: Susan Z. Diamond… Continued from Page 1 

Susan grew up in Texas, but she 
spent most of her life in the 
Chicago area. She was a graduate of 
the University of Chicago, majoring 
in English Language and Literature; 
she later received an MBA from 
DePaul University. Susan published 
and lectured extensively on finance 
and business management and was 
the president of her own company, 
Diamond Associates, Ltd, for over 
45 years. 

Her professional honors included 
membership in Delta Mu Delta, the 
national honor society in business 
administration; the Institute of 
Management Accountants; and 
listings in Who’s Who in America, 
Who’s Who in Finance and Industry, 
and Who’s Who in American Women.

Susan and Allan were Volunteers of 
the year for the greater Bensenville 
community, and Susan was the proud 
president of the local Public Library 
Board. The Bensenville Community 
Public Library auditorium was named 
the Susan Z. Diamond Room at her 
memorial celebration in August 2019. 

Susan was a founding officer of The 
Beacon Society in 2003 and served 
as Secretary, President, and Chair 
of the Grants Committee; in 2019 
the Society’s most prestigious award 
for outstanding efforts to introduce 
young people to Sherlock Holmes 
was named the Susan Z. Diamond 
Beacon Award in her honor. 

Susan was invested in the Adventur-
esses of Sherlock Holmes in 1992 as 
The Lone Star. A few years later she 
began what was to become a twenty-
year co-editorship of The Serpentine 
Muse, the Adventuresses’ quarterly 
literary journal. In 1994 she began 
organizing the yearly Watsonian 
Weekend, taking over the reins of 
the Chicago Silver Blaze from the late 
Bob Hahn, BSI, in 1994. Founded in 
1960, the Chicago race remains the 
oldest still active, annually-running 
Silver Blaze in the world. She was 
invested in the Baker Street Irregulars 
as The Great Mogul in 1998.

Susan was a stalwart leader of 
Chicago’s Criterion Bar Association 
(past president, vice president, 

treasurer, and secretary; she received 
the Young Stamford Award in 1996), 
and was also a member of Torists 
International, The Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London, The Scotland 
Yarders, The Clients of Adrian 
Mulliner, and several others. She was 
a Life member of the Jane Austen 
Society of North America, and 
co-president of the Chicago chapter 
of The Wodehouse Society.

Susan will be remembered as a 
dedicated Sherlockian, a supportive 
friend, and a splendid hostess. She 
was a woman of integrity and an 
ardent feminist who campaigned with 
others for the admission of men to 
ASH; she was proud that her 
husband, Allan, was in the first group 
of men invested in the Adventuresses. 

Susan maintained that the 
Sherlockian world “is supposed to 
be fun; after all, it began as a take-off 
on literary criticism, not as literary 
criticism.” We will miss her kindness, 
quick wit, and willingness to work 
for goals she believed were important.

50
Y E A R S  A G O

The December 1969  issue of The 
Baker Street Journal had several items 
by and about  members of the Nor-
wegian Explorers:  A “Stand Upon 
the Terrace” noted the death of Dean 
Theodore C. Blegen, a founder of 
the scion; Letters to Baker Street had 
a long message from Ruth Berman;  
and a scholarly piece by Otis Hearn 
was included, which he titled “Some 
Further Speculations upon the Danc-
ing Men.”  Editor Julian Wolff, MD 
notes in Whodunit, “OTIS HEARN 
supplied the following information 
about himself: Occupation: Trifler; 
Education: At an establishment now 
firmly on the road to suicide; Enthu-
siasms: BSJ et omnia arcana. W-2762 
First National Bank Building, St. 
Paul., Minn. 55101.”

Otis Hearn would go on to write 
four articles that appeared in the 
Baker Street Journal from 1969-1978. 
His identity was slowly revealed. 
In 1970 he was a “busy lawyer and 
a Sherlockian enthusiast,” and in 
1972 Otis Hearn was noted to be 
an alias for Walter Trenerry. The last 
Otis Hearn article in the BSJ was in 
March 1978, and then-editor John 
Linsenmeyer wrote in the Whodunit 
“OTIS HEARN, also known as Walter 
N. Trenerry, is a semi-retired lawyer 
with a taste for the classics, who adds 
that he is of Cornish descent and is 
having an identity crisis over whether 

The article began 
Walter Trenerry writes because 
he likes to write. And when he 
writes, he writes well. They give 
out an award for writing well 
and because Trenerry writes 
well he won the award.

The News-Press wasn’t the only 
group to hold that opinion. The 
Minnesota Historical Society 
published Trenerry’s Murder in 
Minnesota: A Collection of True 
Cases, in 1962. The book is still 
in print after 57 years and notes 
that the author spent two years 
researching and writing about 
the colorful, if sometimes grue-
some, deeds of some of Minne-
sota’s most notorious criminals. 
Trenerry was a 1941 graduate 
of Harvard Law School. An 
amateur historian, he was the 
co-author with Wallace Schultz 
on Abandoned by Lincoln; A 
Military Biography of General 
John Pope, published by 
University of Illinois Press 1990.

Ronald De Waal’s description 
of the 1969 article reads "Abe 
Slaney and Elsie are unmasked 
as Chicago Anarchists (Nihilists) 
sending messages in symbols 
adapted from the Union Army’s 
Manual of Signals (1865) and 
using the Nihilist Transposition 
method of concealing one 
enciphered message insider 
another. Behind them lurks the 
real wire-puller, Moriarty, who 
has infiltrated the Anarchist 
organization to use it for his 
own ends.”

Otis Hearn’s scholarship has a lasting 
legacy in that his article is noted in 
Dancing to Death, the 2016 Baker Street 
Irregular Manuscript Series book. 

Richard J. Sveum, MD, BSI

he is a Cornish Horror or a Chaldean 
Root. 300 71st Street, Miami Beach, 
FL 33141.”

Walter Northey Trenerry was born in 
Hibbing, MN on January 11, 1917 
and died on January 26, 2012 in 
Mendota Heights, MN at the age of 
95. His January 29, 2012 Minneapolis 
Star Tribune obituary notes a busy 
life, “Alderman and City Attorney of 
West St. Paul. Village Attorney of 
Village of Marine-On-Saint Croix. 
Past President of McKnight Founda-
tion, Minnesota Historical Society, 
and Twin Cities Civil War Round 
Table. Vice President Bush Foundation; 
Chairman of the Minnesota Museum 
of Art; Instructor in Partnership, Real 
Property, and Constitutional Law, 
Saint Paul College of Law; Trustee 
of Saint John’s University, College of 
Saint Scholastica, and Breck School. 
Member of Planning Committee and 
Director of Guthrie Theater. Envi-
ronmentalist. Bought private lands 
and gave them to Minnesota and 
Wisconsin as additions to state 
forests. Member of group buying 
land for Afton State Park.”

He was also an author of historical, 
legal, and Sherlock Holmes articles 
as well as of several books. The April 
8, 1982 Fort Myers, Florida News-
Press featured him upon the occasion 
of being awarded the Fifth Interna-
tional Imitation Hemingway Compe-
tition, a contest sponsored by Harry’s 
Bar and American Grill in Los 
Angeles. He beat 1,300 other entries 
to win a trip to Florence in a contest 
judged by Hemingway’s brother Jack 
and Ray Bradbury. The article noted 
that after he retired, he “left the 
bone-chilling cold of Minnesota” and 
moved to North Fort Myers.

The Susan Z. Diamond Donation
In May of this year, my husband Mike and I paid a visit to Allan Devitt. Allan had contacted me about 

transporting the Sherlockian collection that his late wife, Susan Z. Diamond, wished to donate to the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections. Together with Allan, we boxed and bagged two large bookshelves which contained books, 

papers and ephemera. It represented years of her reading and activities as she worked with various scion 
societies. When we finished moving her collection out of the house, my SUV was full. 

I’m sure that Allan won’t mind me relating that it was an emotional time, and we told a number of stories and 
shared memories of Susan. He was adamant that it was her wish that all of this become part of the Collections 

and if anything was a duplicate he knew she would like to see them sold to raise funds. 
It was part of her generous nature.

The donation hasn’t been catalogued yet, and more information will be forthcoming when it is. It is a testament 
to her, as is the honor paid to her by the Beacon Society. It presents the Susan Z. Diamond Beacon Award each 

January in recognition of exemplary educational experiences and other significant activities exposing young 
people to the Sherlock Holmes stories.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/
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never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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hat can I say about 
our friend Susan?  
A lot, actually. But I 
won’t bore you with 

all the things you know about her 
already – how she loved Allan and 
the furry members of their family, 
her community involvement, her 
business accomplishments, her 
dedication to the library she loved, 
her Sherlockian accomplishments, 
her tenaciousness, her grit. She was 
one feisty woman.

Instead I’ll tell you a few things about 
Susan that you may not know. If you 
ever played Words with Friends with 
Susan, you would know that her 
vocabulary was way above the norm. 
We played the game until the day 
before she left us. I told you she was 
tenacious! She loved to beat me. If 
we played 500 games over the years, 
I probably won 50 of them.

Susan loved to solve acrostics 
puzzles. Not the easy acrostics – oh 
no, not Susan. She loved the New 

weekends together, both in the US 
and in London, and we wine tasted 
on two separate occasions in 
California. Wherever we were, 
Susan was the navigator, and we 
happily let her enjoy her role. 
Once on one of the California trips 
we found ourselves tasting wine 
at 10 AM. And guess what?  It was 
okay. We formed our own little 
Sherlockian scion society and called 
ourselves The Flying Decanters. The 
head of our Sherlockian world told 
us it always reminded him of 
The Flying Wallendas.

The first time I met Susan was in 
New York City at an ASH 
Wednesday dinner. She sat across 
the table from me, and when we 
were introduced, she said, “Hi.
My cat’s name is Francine.” 
How could you ever forget that?  
I never have.

Susan’s death has left a void in all 
our lives. What we have to remember 
is that she lived life to the fullest, 
did it her way, and never faltered. 
What a woman!

York Times acrostic that comes out 
every other week. For many years I 
saved them for her and would then 
send off a bunch all at once, which 
she devoured with relish. She could 
solve one in a matter of what seemed 
to me to be an extraordinarily short 
amount of time. The first week that I 
didn’t have to save it was particularly 
painful, but now each time I see one, 
I think, well, she’s probably already 
solved it in another dimension, and 
I smile.

Susan cooked and baked from 
scratch. I cook from scratch but bake 
from box. I had a plate of my 
homemade brownies out when 
Susan & Allan came to stay with us. 
After complimenting my brownies, 
Susan asked for the recipe. When I 
told her Duncan Hines, she was 
unamused. My brownies were no 
longer the star. We had a good laugh.

Susan & Allan and Richard & I had 
to fly wherever we were going to see 
each other, since we live on the east 
coast. We spent many Sherlockian 

An Update from the Collections… 
Continued from Page 5 

Our Friend Susan
By Francine Kitts, ASH, BSI
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Part of those discussions will take 
place on the departmental level as we 
contemplate our work in the context 
of the Big Ten Academic Alliance. 
It is exciting to think about the 
possibilities that might present them-
selves as there are now at least three 
Big Ten institutions—Michigan State, 
Indiana, and Minnesota—that are 
working with Sherlockian resources. 
Our colleagues in Michigan continue 
their great hosting and development 
of the Sherlockian.net website. The 
Lilly Library at Indiana just held 
a celebratory conference as they 
welcomed the Baker Street Irregu-
lars archive into their devoted and 
expert stewardship. We look forward 
to what the future might hold as 
together we celebrate, share, and 
keep forever green the memory of 
the Master and the many groups and 
individuals who enjoy exploring this 
adventurous world.

Another part of our ongoing work 
continues to involve outreach, 
networking, and sharing Holmes 
and Watson with many friends and 
acquaintances across the country. 
In October it was my joy and 
pleasure to be a part of the inaugural 
Left Coast Sherlockian Symposium 
in Portland, Oregon. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the many informative and 
entertaining presentations and was 
overwhelmed by the reception my 
contribution received during the 
weekend. Thank you for the 
opportunity to share some thoughts 
from my perspective as curator of 
this collection. My special thanks, 

again, to those who worked so hard 
to organize, promote, and run such 
a successful conference. It was a 
great pleasure to accept a beautiful 
piece of Jim Gola artwork from John 
and Christine Ellis, members of the 
Noble and Most Singular Order of 
the Blue Carbuncle.  I look forward 
to many more visits to the Pacific 
Northwest and a long run of the 
Symposium. At the same time, I’m 
gearing up for new trips to Atlanta, 
and wherever else it might be that 
folks come together to celebrate, 
study, learn, and build relationships.

It is a remarkable and broad 
community, or community of 
communities, that continue to gather 
around the Canonical tales and later 
manifestations. As I mentioned in 
Portland, we are a big tent. There is 
room for all. I’ll continue to do what 
I can to make this a welcoming and 
inclusive space. Now, in this season 
of Thanksgiving, I am, more than 
ever, extremely grateful for all the 
support you provide to the Collec-
tions and the work you do at the 
local level within your own groups 
and societies. We could not do, or 
be, what we are without your 
ongoing goodwill and enthusiasm. 
It is a rare and precious gift. As we 
make our way into the new year, 
navigating transitions and new op-
portunities, we are inspired by you 
and look forward to our continuing 
journey together. Thank you!

Timothy J. Johnson
E.W. McDiarmid Curator of the 

Sherlock Holmes Collections
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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI
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t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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In Memoriam: Susan Z. Diamond
By Marilynne McKay, ASH, BSI 
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Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have 
made contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From

Marino Alvarez Billy W. Fields

Robert Brusic Fredda Caplan

Shannon Carlisle Billy W. Fields

Denny Dobry Thomas Drucker

Timothy Johnson Fredda Caplan

Bud Livingston Warren Randall

Allison Lockwood John Lockwood

Bill Mason Billy W. Fields

Julie McKuras Fredda Caplan

Roy Pilot Joseph Eckrich

Monica Schmidt Fredda Caplan

In Memory Of From

Marshall Blankenship,  M.D. Barbara Blankenship

Vincent Brosnan Robert Hess

Peter Calamai Bill Mason

Nancy Czarnecki Lawrence Czarnecki

Susan Z. Diamond John Bergquist

Susan Z. Diamond Joseph Coppola

Susan Z. Diamond Bill Mason

Dennis France Jonathan Shimberg

Richard Lancelyn Green Andrew Malec

David Hammer Fredda Caplan

Paul Herbert Ralph Hall

Jean Hubert Michael Kean

Cameron Hollyer Bruce Aikin

Allen Mackler C. Paul Martin, M.D.

Eleonore Margolin Jerry Margolin

Joseph Margolin Jerry Margolin

Dr. Errett W. McDiarmid Emly McDiarmid

Mrs. Johanna M. Reiter Gary Reiter

Barbara Seranella Jeffory Hart

Susan Z. Diamond
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n the spring of 
2019 we lost 
Susan Z. Diamond, 
one of our best 

Sherlockian companions, 
and we mourn 
with her husband, 
Allan Devitt, ASH, BSI.
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