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Sherlock Holmes

p “Your merits should be publicly recognized” (sTUD)
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Upon the Sideboard...

n the third night of the
triennial conference, I
put on my bow tie and
joined 150-some other
well-dressed Sherlockians at the con-
ference’s banquet dinner. The night
started with a cocktail hour, during
which T had the opportunity to chat
with the conference organizers, who
had been previously kept quite busy
making sure the days had moved as
well as they had. But with cocktails
in our hands and only a few pre-
sentations on Sunday morning, we
traded far more jokes than Sherlockian
theories before the doors to the
banquet room opened to receive us.

Cindy Brown toasted Sherlock
Holmes, and David Richards then
toasted Sherlock’s brother Mycroft.
Greg Ruby’s toast to Mrs. Hudson
invoked another classic literary
character, “Shaggy” from Scooby-Doo,
which had the room in stitches of
laughter. Peggy Perdue defended
Irene Adler’s New Jersey roots with
the observation that it was little
wonder that she was trying to get out
of there — she was, after all, born to
run. Raising a glass to the second

Gary Thaden, Bill Mason and Mike McSwiggin taking selfies

Mrs. Watson, Jonathan Shimberg
identified her as Miss Lucy Ferrier
while stressing that she was the
subject of much canonical specula-
tion, as so many characters are. The
final toast of the night was to John
Bennett Shaw, whom Jim Hawkins
credited with being his introduc-
tion to the wider world of Sherlock
Holmes. To this first-time attendee,
the overwhelming and genuine af-
fection for Shaw was a wonderful
sentimental thread that wove its way
throughout the entire conference.

Steve Mason presented prizes to the
top scorers in a needlepoint-related
name-that-story contest that had
been running during the confer-
ence; James O’Leary took the top
prize, a fully paid registration to the
next Norwegian Explorers confer-
ence. With that, Bill Mason then
gave the keynote address, asking
what Holmes would think about
what we've done to him. Would

he be turned off by those of us

who clamored to take a selfie with
him? Would he be scandalized by
the number of films and television
programs that had been done in his
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name? Or would he mostly be happy
that we were keeping the memory
green after all? Mason’s dry sense

of humor and soft delivery easily
delighted the room.

Peter E. Blau conducted the auc-
tion that closed the evening, and the
lucky winners went home with items
such as original Collier’s magazines,
signed photos of Benedict Cumber-
batch, and the original conference
poster designed by Amanda Downs
Champlin. In addition to the original
poster, Champlin included the page
from her sketchbook with her origi-
nal pencil sketch. The signed photos
of Cumberbatch (with and without
Martin Freeman) were generously
donated by David and Terri Haugen.

The auction concluded, the cash bar
closed, and farewells exchanged for
those who were leaving early in the
morning, the evening ended as many
Sherlockian evenings end — with our
group re-locating to another bar for
more drinks and more conversations,
scholarly and otherwise, until the
second bar closed as well. a—

Nick Martorelli, BSI

Peter Blau, Gary Thaden and Lindsay Hall
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An Update from the Collections

' ' Dark Places, Wicked Com-
panions, and Strange Experi-
ences”—the conference—has
come and gone. But the associ-
ated exhibit continues on until Octo-
ber 25th. If you did not get a chance
to see it, and happen to be in town,
please stop by and give it a look. Also,
as a reminder, an electronic copy of
the exhibit checklist and my essay are
available online through the University
of Minnesota’s Digital Conservancy.
You can find this document at: http://
hdl.handle net/11299/205553.

My sincerest thanks to so many of
you who offered kind and enthusias-
tic words about the exhibit and the
Mackler 221B Sitting Room while

you visited during the conference.
Those compliments mean a lot and are
treasured. I have passed your compli-
ments to Darren Terpstra, our talented
exhibit designer; Kris Kiesling, the
director of Andersen Library and head
of our Archives and Special Collec-
tions department; and many of my
colleagues in the University Libraries.
Like me, they appreciate the time you
spent in the library and your enjoy-
ment of some of the distinct items that
make up the Holmes Collections.

It was so good to be with you during
the conference. I thoroughly enjoyed
the weekend, the wide-ranging, in-
teresting, and inspiring presentations,
along with the chance to chat with
many of you. I continue to be touched
by your generosity as you donated
items to the Collections, bought some
of our duplicate items from our vendor
and friend, Steve Stilwell, and bid on
the silent or live auctions. All of these
funds will go to the Hench Endow-
ment, the fund set up for acquisitions,
allowing us to continue to build the
Collections as we continue to aspire to
be the world center for the study and
appreciation of Mr. Sherlock Holmes
and Dr. Watson.

Part of our mission as a world center
for Mr. Holmes is to work on col-

Julie McKuras, Richard Sveum, Ray Riethmeier; and Phil Bergem

lecting new voices and works created
within the ever expanding Sherlockian
universe. As I mentioned in my “State
of the Collections” address, we are a
big tent. We also want to be a welcom-
ing home to communities not previ-
ously represented in traditional library
and archival collections. T hope you
will join us in embracing this work as
we seek greater diversity in the materi-
als we add to the Collections.

Finally, for those who attended the
conference, I hope you're enjoying

the special publication we prepared

as part of the weekend festivities, The
Best of Friends, edited by Ray Rieth-
meier, Julie McKuras, Philip Bergem,
and Richard Sveum. It celebrates the
many contributions by Friends of the
Sherlock Holmes Collections who
shared their wisdom, humor, memo-
ries, and expertise on the pages of the
Friends newsletter these past twenty-
two years. It also honors the dedicated
work of our newsletter editors—Bruce
Southworth and Julie McKuras—along
with devoted members of the editorial
board—John Bergquist, Jon Lellen-
berg, and Richard Sveum. We thank

them for their continued service and
enthusiasm. Mr. Southworth launched
the newsletter and charted its initial
course. Two years into its journey, the
redoubtable Mrs. McKuras took the
helm and navigated this paper ship
through these last twenty years over
eighty issues. Julie and Bruce, we salute
you and thank you!

At the same time, the newsletter could
not have happened without you,
Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Col-
lections! Your faithful donations year
in and year out made this publication
possible. The newsletter would not
exist without your generous support
and encouragement. Along the way
you offered suggestions and criticisms,
heaped praise, read closely, remem-
bered friends, and provided commen-
tary. You have both seen and observed.
And for this we give you thanks. You
are the best of friends in every sense of
that phrase. Together, we continue to
document the activities and treasures
of the Sherlock Holmes Collections, an
extraordinary gathering of material that

Continued on page 7
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EXplorlng Dark Places... continued from Page 1

This was the theme of the conference:
dark, wicked and strange; I found
that intriguing. Since the conference
was conveniently at the beginning of
August, 1 could actually attend.

The conference took place August 8-11,
2019. T arrived a day earlier, so I would
not need to rush. Since I had never
been to Minneapolis, I wanted time to
explore this new city. I easily obtained

a shuttle bus to The Graduate Hotel,
which was stunning. Each room had art
with a Minnesotan theme. The picture
of Loni Anderson was a bit disconcerting
— how she kept staring me. Regardless,
the room was very appealing.

On the first official day of the
conference, August 8, there was a
reception where I met some old friends
and made new ones. Sherlockians are

a friendly bunch. Earlier that day, T
visited the Elmer L. Andersen Library,
where the Sherlock Holmes exhibit

was being housed. After enjoying the
displays, I decided to find the Archives
& Special Collections, which houses
the largest collection of Sherlock
Holmes related items. I found Tim
Johnson, the curator of the collection,
who graciously gave me a grand tour
of the facility. I was overwhelmed. We

were 85 feet underground, and the
space was immense. Our time was
limited, so I only had time to see a few
journals, books, puppets, statutes and
other ephemera. In addition, I had the
opportunity to see a rare Shakespearean
book. I was honoured and privileged.

On the following morning, I returned
to the library and went to the 4th floor,
where I found a recreation of the Sher-
lock Holmes sitting room. [Ed. Note:
please see the December 2018 issue of
this newsletter for further information
about the Allen Mackler 221B Baker
Street Sitting Room]. It was meticu-
lously decorated with references to the
Canon, from the Persian slipper to the
initials V.R. shot in the wall. There was
also a miniature model of 221B Baker
Street constructed by the late Dorothy
Rowe Shaw.

The conference officially opened with

a welcome from Gary Thaden. His
co-chair, Julie McKuras, gave a very
informative talk about the history of the
Norwegian Explorers conferences. Ross
Davies was the first speaker and talked
about dark places in the Canon, includ-
ing the various routes that Holmes

and Watson might have taken in “The

Attendees
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Adventure of the Empty House.”

Regina Stinson then gave a revealing
presentation on the use of disguises in
the Canon.

David Harnois explained in his presen-
tation that he creates radio plays based
on the Canon. He finds eager par-
ticipants from all around the world to
record a dramatized reading of different
sections of the story. Participants then
send their recordings to David, where
he assembles them to create a complete
radio play.

The day ended with the charming

and witty Jeffrey Hatcher. He asked
certain Sherlockians to come up to the
podium, and then he divided them
into three groups. He sent each group
out to prepare a brief Sherlockian skit
with the conference’s themes of dark
places, wicked companions and strange
experiences. Their skits were hilarious
and highly entertaining.

On Saturday, we had a full day of
presentations. Alan Rettig gave a talk on
the quiz show scandals of the 1950s,
focusing on The $64,000 Question, when
a married couple both answered every
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