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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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The Shaw Collection
By Timothy J. Johnson, E. W. McDiarmid Curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 15G, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters, 
we would appreciate being informed of changes 
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

f ever I had any 
regrets about my 
associations with 
Sherlockians, or that 

I did not enter into the 
Great Game until some-
time in my middle years, 
I might point to the fact 
that I never realized an 
opportunity to meet 
John Bennett Shaw. By 
the time I arrived at my 
present station, the great 
Mr. Shaw was no more, 
save in the memories 
of his family and many, 
many friends.

Thankfully, a number 
of occasions presented 
themselves over the past 
two decades to meet 
members of John’s family. 
Shortly before she died, 
I had the opportunity 
to meet Dorothy Rowe 
Shaw, John’s widow, dur-
ing my first Baker Street 
Irregulars birthday weekend in New York. She lived in Milwaukee at the time. As we 
chatted, I mentioned to her that I spent some formative years as a young boy growing up 
in a suburb of Milwaukee. She knew the suburb and the places I spoke of, including the 
public library—the first place I acquired my own library card. I may have even used my bor-
rowing privileges to check out a Holmes book or two, but my memory is foggy on this point.

Since then, it has been my privilege to meet a number of the Shaw children. On the first 
Friday in June 2007, we enjoyed a visit from Hodgie Bricke, daughter of John, who was 

I

Continued on page 6

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have 
made contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Phillip Bergem Lucy and Bob Brusic
Bob Thomalen  Francine and Richard Kitts

In Memory Of From
Ted Bergman Mattias Böstrom
Paul Herbert Ben and Sue Vizoskie
Janice Stauber Alexian Gregory

Jackson, Nicole and Barbara
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to the 60 stories authored by John 
H. Watson (with a little help from Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle) and to inspire 
educators from schools, libraries, 
museums, and children’s theaters to 
include the Great Detective in their 
programs to enhance literacy at all 
levels of a student’s school life.

And don’t forget, all Sherlockians 
can do their own part in keeping the 
memory “green” with such simple 
things as buying old Sherlock Holmes 
books at used book fairs to give to 
young people. This may be our most 
powerful method for spreading the 
word about Sherlock Holmes. Ad-
ditionally, look to include Sherlock 
Holmes into any project you may be 
involved for your community, school, 

library, or church. And lastly, attend a 
local Sherlock Holmes society meet-
ing (and take a friend…)

As De Waal states in his essay, “If we 
really are intent on promoting an 
interest in the literature on Sherlock 
Holmes (and I can’t imagine any 
Sherlockian who isn’t), then it is 
imperative that we do everything we 
can to see that more of this literature, 
including publications that are pri-
vately printed, finds its way into local 
libraries, and not, as is often the case, 
just into our private collections.” 

The Beacon Society is intent on 
promoting an interest in Sherlockian 
literature, which will lead to an over-
all improvement in literacy in future 

generations. By providing grants, 
recognizing the efforts of Sherlock-
ians to teach students, and providing 
educational materials on the website, 
the members of the Beacon Society 
will continue to fulfill the challenge 
of Mr. De Waal.
     
  Steve Mason, A.S.H.

1  Christopher Morley, 
BSI Dinner, 1947

2  The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes

50 Years Ago… Continued from Page 3



The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2

Continued on page 7

never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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Many of those familiar with John 
Bennett Shaw have seen photos of 
him sitting in his library, happily 
reading a book that more often than 
not could be assumed to be about 
Sherlock Holmes, or at least contain-
ing a reference to the Great Detective. 
Picture if you will Mr. Shaw read-
ing the book selected for this issue’s 
100 Years Ago column: Betty Wales, 
Freshman by Margaret Warde. Mr. 
Shaw had the 1919 edition, bearing 
his bookplate and his typed note “An 
amateur version of Gillette’s SHER-
LOCK HOLMES, pp. 105-116.”

Betty Wales, Freshman, originally 
published in 1904, was the first book 
in a series issued by Penn Publishing 
about a young woman who attends 
New England’s Harding College and 
her life beyond college. Not too sur-
prisingly, the sequels were titled Betty 
Wales, Sophomore, followed by Betty 
Wales, Junior; Betty Wales, Senior; 
Betty Wales on the Campus; Betty Wales 
& Co.; Betty Wales Decides; and Betty 
Wales Business Woman.

While enjoying her freshman year, 
Betty Wales and her college friends 
decide to put on a play, but not just 
any play. Betty calls upon her friends 
while in male costume, frighten-
ing the girls, but she assures them 
her clothes are for her role in a play. 
When asked what the title was, Betty 
considered before telling her friend 
“It’s a secret, but I’ll tell you to pay 
for giving you both such a scare. It’s 
‘Sherlock Holmes.’ Mary Brooks saw 
the real play in New York, and she 
wrote this, something like the real 
one, but different so we could do it.” 

and literary criticism. She appears 
to have been most active writing for 
The Dial from 1901 through 1912. In 
various issues she wrote about such 
varied subjects as the The Queen’s 
Comrade by Fitzgerald Molloy, Earl 
Percy’s Dinner Table by Earl Murdock, 
Flower-Grouping in English, Scotch 
and Irish Gardens by Miss Margaret 
Waterfield, The House in St. Martin’s 
Street by Constance Hill, The Life, 
Letters and Works of Frederic Leighton 
by Mrs. Russell Barrington, and Your 
United States by Arnold Bennett. Her 
reviews, while occasionally pointed, 
were generally positive toward 
whatever book she was reviewing.

The Betty Wales series was quite 
popular at the time, and in 1915 a 
line of “Betty Wales Dresses” were 
introduced. A purchase of a dress 
allowed the buyer to receive a free 
book. Dunton wrote for this series 
until 1912, with one last one in 
1917. From 1912 – 1918 she wrote 
another series for Penn Publishing 
featuring Nancy Lee.

Dunton listed herself as having no 
occupation in the 1930 census, other 
than having two female boarders 
in the home she owned in Rutland, 
so perhaps she considered herself 
retired. She died there in December 
31, 1944. Her books may not be on 
any current reading list for young 
ladies, but a generation of girls, and 
perhaps Mr. Shaw, enjoyed learning 
about Betty Wales. 

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Mary Brooks has written the script 
which features a diamond robbery, a 
supposed murder and a pretend fire. 
Betty will portray the villain, with 
“curling black mustaches and fierce 
frown.” Katherine will be Holmes. 
and Adelaide is Dr. Watson. What 
follows is a rather discouraging 
discussion about wanting to por-
tray a man on stage but the mood 
lightens when one of the girls gives 
Betty a genuine top hat to wear as 
the villain. As it turns out, “‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ was quite as exciting” as 
anticipated, with “four act[s], blood-
curdling melodrama, … three differ-
ent stage settings, an abundance of 
pistol shots, a flash-light fire, shrieks 
and a fainting fit on the part of the 
heroine, the raiding of a robber’s 
den in the dénouement and ‘a lot 
more excitement all through than 
there is in Mr. Gillette’s play’ as Mary 
[Brooks] informed her cast.” Al-
though no reason is given, from this 
point on, the detective is referred to 
as “Dr. Holmes.” 

Margaret Warde was the pseudonym 
for Edith Kellogg Dunton. She was 
born in Rutland VT on December 
28, 1875. During the 1890s the 
town had a population of between 
8200 and 11,200; one of her fel-
low residents for several years was 
the illustrator Frederic Dorr Steele, 
whose Rutland address was listed as 
“Fern Cottage, west of Dorr Bridge.” 
Steele’s maternal ancestors were from 
Rutland; his great-grandfather devel-
oped the marble quarries in the area, 
and his grandmother, Julia Caroline 
Ripley Dorr, was an author of poetry 
and prose. 

After graduating from Smith College 
in 1897, Dunton took a position as 
a teacher, living with her parents 
in Rutland until her father’s death 
in 1890 and thereafter with her 
widowed mother. Dunton wrote the 
Betty Wales series using the pseud-
onym Margaret Warde, a fact that be-
came public in 1907, as she was also 
writing as a literary critic for Chica-
go’s The Dial, a magazine of politics 
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f you happen to be visiting The Sherlock Holmes Collections, you might 
find a young woman intently studying various materials. Yvonne Knop is 
a Fulbright researcher from Germany utilizing the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections for her PhD project. The tentative title for her dissertation is 

“Changing Conceptions of Masculinity in the Sherlock Holmes Universe from 
Doyle’s Stories to Twenty-First Century Fanfiction and Fanart.” 

Using The Collection
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(no relation) for the invitation to share 
a bit of the history and wonder of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections. I was 
warmly received and continue to hear 
comments about the presentation. It 
remains a joy to be out and about in 
the community, talking about the Col-
lections. In early May, I’ll drive about 
250 miles north to Bagley, Minnesota 
to speak to members of the North-
ern Exposure to Lifelong Learning 
program. This is a continuation of 

the Libraries’ “Curators Road Show” 
outreach initiative. I anticipate that the 
ice will be off the lakes by then.

Work continues on planning our trien-
nial conference in August and accom-
panying exhibit. Talks are now under-
way with our exhibits designer, Darren 
Terpstra, about the “look and feel” of 
the exhibit. In addition, we’re gradually 
assembling a list of items to display. 
This exhibition feels a little “spookier” 

than previous shows, given the confer-
ence theme, so it will be interesting to 
see how it all finally comes together. I 
look forward to seeing many of you in 
late summer and sharing the exhibit 
together. The weather should be glori-
ous. As always, thank you for your 
continued support of the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections and interest in our 
work. Here’s to you and warmer spring 
weather! May all your adventures bring 
inspiration, joy, and companionship.
     
  Tim Johnson

An Update from the Collections… Continued from Page 5 
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2

Continued on page 7

never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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Every book has in itself a story to tell.

In the Collections there is a copy of 
a Swedish 1918 edition of A Study in 
Scarlet (En studie i rött), published by 
Nordiska Förlaget. It is not rare. But 
there is a story.

It began in 1910 when wholesale 
trader K.V. Hultin started Nordiska 
Förlaget to publish good and inex-
pensive literature – what he called 
“a library in every Swedish home”. 
The cheapest books at the time cost 
1 krona (25 cents), but Mr. Hultin 
sold his books for a fourth of that 
price, mainly through subscription. 
He printed on wood-free paper to 
ensure that the copies would last, 
and he aimed for perfect translations 
and beautiful covers by great Swed-
ish artists.

Almost all of Hultin’s books were 
by foreign authors, either classics 
or contemporary. In 1904, Sweden 
had joined the Berne convention, so 
Swedish publishers now had to pay 
royalties to foreign authors – but 
only for ten years after the work 
was originally published. Swedish 
authors would have cost Hultin a lot 
more.

The first book from Nordiska was 
Kipling’s The Jungle Book, and the 
second A Study in Scarlet, in Swedish 
translation by Ellen Ryding, a teacher 
from the western part of Sweden 
who also translated Thomas Car-
lyle. Nordiska published one book a 
week, among them five other books 
with Holmes stories by 
Conan Doyle.

Ted passed away in October 2017, 
at the age of 89. He was my dearest 
friend, and – as I have mentioned in
a previous issue of this newsletter – 
my Sherlockian mentor.

There are 512 copies of A Study in 
Scarlet in the Collections, all of them 
different in some way. But thanks 
to the history of this very copy it is 
indeed the one that is closest to my 
heart.

And that was the story this book had 
to tell.

Mattias Boström, BSI

The books be-
came so popular 
that most of 
them sold in 
60,000–90,000 
copies. A Swed-
ish advertisement 
for Samuelson’s 
1914 movie A 
Study in Scarlet 
noted that the 
book had sold 
100,000 cop-
ies in Sweden 
– most of them 
were from 
Nordiska.

Åhlén & Åker-
lund acquired 
Nordiska in 
1913, at the same 
time as competi-
tors made cheap 
books less attrac-
tive by starting to 
publish low qual-
ity literature, re-
sulting in readers 
feeling ashamed 
of buying too 
inexpensive 
books. The prices 
also got higher, 
slowly killing the 
inexpensive book series. When A 
Study in Scarlet was published again 
by Nordiska Förlaget in 1918 the 
price was nearly four times as high 
as eight years earlier.

The 1918 edition had a beautiful 
cover illustration by Petter Lindroth, 
a shy and humble former cartoon-
ist who had just started a successful 
career as a book cover artist.

Finally, there is one more story to 
tell – about the copy in the Shaw 
collection. It has Shaw’s bookplate in 
it, and the citation says it’s a presen-
tation copy from Ted Bergman to 
Shaw.

"Dr. Watson, Mr. Sherlock Holmes"
Dr. Harold F. Watson’s background 
didn’t include a medical education 
at the University or London, or 
service with the Fifth Northumber-
land Fusiliers as assistant surgeon, 
but he certainly shared an interest 
in Sherlock Holmes with another              
Dr. Watson.

Harold Francis Watson, the son 
of John C. Watson, was born in 
Milford, PA on April 2, 1895. He 
graduated from New York University 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1918 and a Master of Arts in 1920. 
While a senior he served as manag-
ing editor of N.Y.U.’s Medley and 
considered a career in journalism but 
decided his true calling was to teach. 
A June 8, 1962 article in the Des 
Moines Register states Watson began 
his teaching career at New York Uni-
versity followed by posts as assistant 
professor of English at the University 
of Maine and Hedding College. The 
September 1967 Baker Street Journal 
“Whodunit” indicates he also taught 
at West Virginia University where he 
served as visiting professor. In 1924 
he began his career at Simpson Col-
lege in Indianola, Iowa as professor 
and head of the English Department. 
During his career at Simpson he rose 
to the position as Chairman of the 
Division of Humanities and served 
on several faculty committees as well 
as acting as Dean.

Watson’s books The Sailor in English 
Fiction and Drama was published in 
1931 and The Coasts of Treasure Is-
land in 1969. The latter book “traces 
the development of sea stories in 
literature ‘against the background of 
the windjammer and the old navy’” 
(Des Moines Register, July 27, 1969) 
The Pike County Dispatch (Milford, 
Pennsylvania) carried a feature ar-
ticle about him on July 31 that year 
regarding his new book. The paper 
described it as a “definitive analysis 

of the sea yarn and the desert island 
romance.” It went on to praise “the 
sophisticated and erudite author” for 
his “exhaustive research, accurate 
and factual footnoting and extensive 
bibliography.” The reader may draw 
the conclusion that Watson’s love of 
the sea must have influenced his two 
sons, “both former Navy men.”

Watson retired from Simpson in 
1960, was named Professor Emeritus 
and moved to Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
where he belonged to The Arkansas 
Valley Investors. His honors included 
membership in Phi Beta Kappa 
(1956), inclusion on the Simpson 
College Honor Roll and an honor-
ary doctorate from Simpson College 
on May 20, 1973. As the September 
1973 Baker Street Journal noted, 
“Congratulations, Doctor Watson.”

Watson died on August 13, 1975 
in Fayetteville. His tombstone is 
engraved with his name, birth and 
death dates and the simple inscrip-
tion “Teacher.”

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
The Swedish 1918 edition of A Study in Scarlet (En studie i rött)
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The Shaw Collection… Continued from Page 1 

in Minneapolis for a conference and, 
as we reported in an earlier number of 
this newsletter (volume 11, number 2), 
“didn’t want to miss the chance to visit 
the Collections” and “revisit a library 
that her father amassed over a lifetime,” 
pointing out items she remembered 
seeing on her father’s bookshelves. 
It was a special day for me and the 
Collections. She later wrote, “It was 
thrilling for me to see my father’s 
collection again and to realize that it 
is being used by students, researchers, 
and, of course, by Sherlockians.”

The next visit, two years later, was from 
Patrick. A fuller account of this visit, 
including additional observations by 
Pat on his father, is found in volume 
13, number 3 of the newsletter. The 
opening line from his first email still 
brings a smile. “My name is Pat Shaw; 
John was my father.” Pat, now retired, 
but at the time an attorney specializing 
in labor law and Associate Secretary 
for the American Association of Uni-
versity Professors (AAUP), was in town 
on business. Like Hodgie, he dearly 
wanted “to spend a little [time] in the 
stacks that house my dad’s collection.” 
As I recounted at the time I was struck 
by the resemblance of Pat to his father. 
In the course of our visit, Pat told a few 
stories about his father, and together 
we listened to a snippet from a record-
ing of John I recently digitized. You can 
find those talks by John on our UMedia 
archive. A visit to the stacks with Pat 
evoked memories and more stories. Pat’s 
note to us after his visit captured his 
father’s essence. “John’s affinity for Doyle 
and Holmes was, at bottom, rooted in 
his love of people and ideas and life.”

Imagine my joy, then, when I received 
an email in early 2017 that offered an-
other opportunity to experience John’s 
love of people, ideas, and life. This note 
began in a familiar way. “Dear Mr. John-
son, My name is Barbara Shaw. I am the 
stepdaughter of John Bennett Shaw.” 
Barbara would be visiting the Twin Cities 
in the near future and wondered “if there 
was any part of my stepfather’s collec-

tion that I could see. I understand it is 
archived in a subterranean location near 
the university. Is the miniature house my 
mother made still on view in the library?”

I replied that I would be delighted to 
meet her and show her John’s collec-
tion, including the miniature of 221B 
made by Dorothy. Unfortunately, I was 
going to be out of town the weekend 
of her visit, and so we began to look 
for another time to get together. My 
calendar continued to conspire against 
me. It took some time to find a date 
that agreed, but at last our schedules 
aligned in early 2019. We found a 
Monday and Tuesday in early March 
that worked for both of us. However, at 
the last moment I thought our terrible 
winter weather might intrude and once 
again foil a visit. An obnoxious storm 
was forecast for the second weekend in 
March. Barbara and her daughter Ni-
cole were flying in from the west coast. 
As a precaution, I counseled a Tuesday 
visit, thus giving city and campus snow 
plows a chance to clear heavy, wet 
snow. Barbara replied in a note, “I hope 
we don’t get snowed out!” Finally, on 
that second Tuesday of the month, I 
had the great occasion to meet Barbara, 
her partner, Jackson, and Nicole.

It was a fabulous visit. After a quick 
chat in the office and a chance to view 
a few things from John’s collection on 
display above my desk, we began our 
tour. Passing by our Sherlockian Linus, 
who greets every visitor to the library, 
we ascended to the Allen Mackler 
221B sitting room on the second floor. 
Outside the room is the famous 221B 
sign from the Shaw home in Santa Fe, 
a perfect photo opportunity. On a few 
bookshelves in the sitting room are 
some of John’s blank books featuring 
titles by Holmes and Moriarty. John’s 
sense of humor lives on in those care-
fully crafted volumes.

From the sitting room, we descended 
to the caverns and the bulk of John’s 
collection. Barbara, Nicole, and Jackson 
marveled at the aisles of books, stacks 

of board games and puzzles, boxes 
of ephemera, and three-dimensional 
objects. Barbara especially remembered 
the marionettes and dolls from John’s 
collection. Perhaps the greatest mo-
ment came when they had a chance to 
view Dorothy’s miniature of 221. Many 
photographs were taken, and Barbara 
observed how long and carefully her 
mother labored over that miniature. 
It truly is a gem in the collection.

We lingered a few moments longer be-
fore making our way through the rest of 
the caverns, with a stop in “High Bay” 
for a view of more boxes containing 
John’s notebooks and correspondence 
files. The time went far too quickly. 
Before long, our time was up. But what 
a magical time it was for me to have the 
chance to meet more members of the 
Shaw family. As we walked and talked 
about previous visits from Hodgie and 
Pat, Barbara commented that Pat looks 
even more like John these days. I’d love 
to see them all again. Thankfully, 
Barbara will be participating in our 
triennial conference in August.

A short time after their visit, I received 
another note from Barbara. It is one 
I will treasure. She wrote: 

Dear Tim,
Thank you so much for taking 
the time to show Jackson, 
Nicole, and me the Special 
Collections library at the 
University of Minnesota. It 
was fun to see some of John’s 
Sherlockiana again and a 
comfort that his collection is 
being so well cared for and 
appreciated. He would be 
pleased that his legacy lives on.

Thank you for your diligent work 
in the library. I hope our paths 
cross again in the future.

Thank you, Barbara, Hodgie, and Pat. 
We are pleased in keeping forever green 
the memory of your father. I hope 
our paths cross again, too!
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RONALD BURT De WAAL 
AND LIBRARIES

In March 1969, the Baker Street 
Journal reprinted a paper presented 
by Ronald De Waal at the Second 
Annual Conference of the Sub-Li-
brarians Scion Society in Kansas City, 
Missouri in June 1968.

In summary, Mr. De Waal proposed 
that librarians, Sherlockians, and 
collectors alike would do much to 
promote our passion to others by 
simply ensuring that libraries have 
access to Sherlockian materials – the 
sacred writings, Sherlockian based 
journals, and critical writings on the 
Canon. This access should extend to 
all public libraries, including schools. 
By making these materials available, 
we allow “students, scholars and 
interested laymen” to be part of our 
own world by studying the writings 
and even adding their own personal 
stamp to “Never has so much been 
written by so many for so few.”1 

Fast forward to 2002 when Maribeau 
Briggs, a member of the Adventur-
esses of Sherlock Holmes (ASH) 
presented an idea to many of her 
friends and fellow ASH members, 
in which an organization should be 
founded to encourage literacy among 
students by introducing children to 
the pleasures of Doyle’s writings.

During the annual Baker Street 
Irregulars weekend in New York 
City in January 2003, Ms. Briggs 
conducted a “start-up” meeting for 
approximately twenty-five Sherlock-

throughout the northeast, have been 
provided since 2010. Over the past 
five years, the Society has provided 
over fifty grants to various entities 
to develop and implement their 
projects. Several of these grants (up 
to $500 each) were awarded to either 
public or school libraries.

2. In addition, each year the Society 
presents the Susan Z. Diamond Bea-
con Award to recognize an individual 
for exemplary educational experi-
ences in exposing young people to 
the Sherlock Holmes stories. This 
award, given out since 2004, denotes 
the significant contributions the win-
ner made in promoting literacy to 
students around the country.

3. The Beacon Society Website 
(www.beaconsociety.com) provides 
ideas for using Sherlock Holmes as a 
teaching aid in classrooms, libraries, 
theaters, and museums; examples 
of projects that have successfully 
introduced young people to the 
stories of Sherlock Holmes; help for 
Sherlock Holmes societies who want 
to get involved with teaching in their 
communities; and information about 
the world of Sherlock Holmes for 
students and educators of all kinds. 
For example, the Society recently 
added a list of recommended books 
for students such as adaptations of 
the Canon, reference books on the 
Canon and Holmes/Doyle, and pas-
tiches involving the Great Detective.

Since its inception, the Beacon 
Society has been fortunate to have 
“Headlights” (Chairpersons) – Scott 
Monty, Joe Coppola, Susan Diamond, 
Bill Mason, and Denny Dobry – who 
believe in the goals of the society 
and encourage the committee chairs 
and society members to continue our 
mission.

All Sherlockians understand that one 
of our most important legacies is to 
ensure we keep the memory of the 
Master “green” by providing access 

ians, who enthusiastically embraced 
her idea and agreed to move forward 
with such an organization.

The organization, created from Ma-
ribeau’s idea, is named The Beacon 
Society, based on a quote from The 
Adventure of the Naval Treaty, in 
which Holmes quips,

“Look at those big, isolated clumps of 
buildings rising up above the slates, 
like brick islands in a lead-coloured 
sea.” 

“The board-schools.” 

“Light-houses, my boy! Beacons of 
the future! Capsules with hundreds 
of bright little seeds in each, out of 
which will spring the wiser, better 
England of the future.”2

The goals of the Beacon Society, 
which is an official scion society of 
the Baker Street Irregulars, include:

• Recognize exemplary educational 
experiences that introduce young 
people to the Sherlock Holmes 
stories 
 
• Encourage teachers, librarians, 
museum activity directors, as well 
as children’s theater directors, to use 
Sherlock Holmes to engage young 
people in the pleasure of reading 

• Enjoy reading and teaching people 
about Sherlock Holmes, Dr. Watson 
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

The Beacon Society implements 
these goals through three very 
successful projects:

1. Each year, the Society provides 
grants to educators, librarians and 
children’s museums to develop a 
project which will introduce young 
people to the stories of the Canon. 
These grants, named after Jan Stau-
ber, a teacher who embraced sharing 
Sherlock Holmes with students 

Continued on page 8
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he Library staff is busily 
working to set up a great 
new Sherlockian exhibit for 
our triennial Conference. 

The exhibit is titled “Dark Places, 
Wicked Companions, and Strange 
Experiences” and will run from 
July 8, 2019 – Oct. 25, 2019 in 
Elmer L. Andersen Library’s First 
Floor Main Gallery. (https://www.
continuum.umn.edu/2019/02/
dark-places-wicked-companions-
and-strange-experiences/ )

The Exhibit runs in conjunction with 
the Conference of the same name 
and will take place on August 8 – 11, 
2019 (http://www.norwegianexplor-
ers.org/2019_conference.html) at the 
Graduate Hotel, just down Wash-
ington Ave. from Andersen Library. 
This exhibit echoes the conference 
theme and will explore those places, 

T companions, and experiences that 
continue to draw readers and fans 
to the ever-expanding universe of 
Mr. Holmes and Dr. Watson. The 
Conference is jointly sponsored by 
the Friends of the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections, The University of Min-
nesota Libraries and the Norwegian 
Explorers of Minnesota. The Confer-
ence schedule leave the morning of 
Friday, August 9th open so conference 
attendees can visit the exhibit.

The Friends of the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections annual meeting will be 
held as part of the Conference on 
late Friday afternoon with noted 
playwright Jeffery Hatcher as our 
speaker. Mr. Hatcher was the author 
of the screenplay for the 2015 movie 
Mr. Holmes and numerous Sherlockian
plays performed at St. Paul’s Park 
Square Theater, including the 

upcoming 2020 summer production 
Holmes and Watson. Members of the 
Norwegian Explorers will recall 
Mr. Hatcher’s excellent address at one 
of our December annual meetings. 
Membership in Friends of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections is 
available to individuals: 
(https://www.lib.umn.edu/holmes/
become-friend-holmes)

Anyone interested in donating 
materials to be added to the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections or with interest 
in using the Collections for research 
purposes should contact Tim Johnson, 
the E.W. McDiarmid Curator of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections 
(https://www.lib.umn.edu/about/staff/
timothy-j-johnson) at the Elmer L. 
Andersen Library. He will be happy 
to help you.
     
 Gary Thaden

From the President
n The Waste Land, T.S. Eliot 
wrote that “April is the cruellest 
month.” I beg to differ. This 
February we set a snowfall 

record. For over a month our tempera-
tures remained below freezing. For 
those unaccustomed to snow and cold, 
Minnesota might qualify as a wintery 
wasteland. It has, indeed, been a tough 
season in many ways. However, the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources helps put things in perspec-
tive by pointing out that folks during 
the winter of 1874-75 endured 
“a stretch of 80 days where the 
mercury did not reach freezing.” 
We take comfort in those words. 
So far, we’ve avoided using pages from 
our Beeton’s as kindling. Doctor 
Watson’s words are enough; we have 
our Holmes to keep us warm.

Eliot also wrote that “Sherlock Holmes 
reminds us always of the pleasant 
externals of nineteenth-century 
London. I believe he may continue 
to do so even for those who cannot 
remember the nineteenth century....” 
I am certain that some of those “pleas-
ant externals” included a fair share of 
wind, snow, fog, and cold. But enough 
of the weather. Minnesotans are prone 
to extended climatic commentaries. 
Let us firmly declare our allegiance to 
the “bold north,” the late nineteenth 
century, and move on.

In early January, we met with staff 
from the University of Minnesota’s 
“LearningLife” program in the 
College of Continuing and Professional 
Studies. “Taught by University faculty, 
as well as by scholars and profession-
als from the community, the program 
offers rich, meaningful experiences 
that highlight the intellectual resources 
of the University for those who seek 
knowledge, personal development, 
and academic and civic engagement.” 
Anastasia Faunce, the program direc-
tor, saw my Sherlock-related holiday 
book review of About Sixty on the 
Libraries’ “Read This Book” online

I video series and “had an idea for a 
possible summer 2019 course.” Our 
meeting and following conversations 
led to the development of four sessions 
built around reading six adventures, 
with About Sixty as an additional text. 
We’ll also have time to discuss the 
world of Holmes and Watson and visit 
the Collections to view this 
summer’s exhibit related to our 
triennial conference, “Dark Places, 
Wicked Companions, and Strange 
Experiences.” The class will run from 
mid-June to late July.

A week after my initial conversation 
with Anastasia, I was off to New York 
for the annual birthday celebration of 
the Baker Street Irregulars. It was good 
to see many of you over the course 
of the weekend. I enjoyed some rich 
conversations over meals and in other 
settings. Especially noteworthy is the 
continuing work of The Beacon 
Society, whose company I enjoyed 
on Saturday morning. The Society 
is engaged in some exceptional 
activities. Thank you for sharing these 
with me over the course of your 
meeting. Likewise, a special thank you 
to the participants in the Junior 
Bloodstain by the Clients of Adrian 
Mulliner. I relished your performance. 
Dinner with members of the 
Pondicherry Lodgers brought my 
weekend to a close.

Back from New York, we prepared for 
an extended research visit by a 
German Fulbright doctoral student 
from the University of Siegen. Yvonne 
Kop is working on her dissertation, 
with the working title “Changing Con-
ceptions of Masculinity in the Sherlock 
Holmes Universe from Doyle’s Stories 
to Twenty-First Century Fanfiction and 
Fanart.” She is investigating changes 
in “the representation of masculinities 
from the late nineteenth century to 
today” and is “particularly interested 
in the diachronic and synchronic 
representation and development of the 
character Sherlock Holmes and other 

characters appearing in the Canon. By 
closely examining official and unof-
ficial portrayals of the most portrayed 
literary human character of the last 
century, [she hopes] to be able to draw 
connections to the progress of pop cul-
tural representations of masculinities 
and underlying social desires, conflicts, 
and changes.” As I write, Yvonne is 
about half way through her four month 
visit. We’re keeping her well supplied 
with materials from the Collections as 
she works in our new reading room. I 
look forward to reading her disserta-
tion once it is completed and maintain-
ing a long-term connection with her 
and her work.

Toward the end of January, I enjoyed a 
brief visit with Katharine Weiblen, who 
dropped off some original photographs 
from Dr. Philip Hench’s 1950 Nobel 
Prize ceremony. The photographs are a 
donation from Virginia Granger Busch, 
a friend of Dr. Hench and his wife, 
Mary Kahler Hench. Photographs such 
as these are a welcome addition to the 
Collections and compliment an earlier 
gift from Katharine and Virginia of 
newspaper clippings about, and letters 
from, Dr. Hench.

Late January saw me in Seattle for the 
American Library Association’s (ALA) 
midwinter conference. I currently 
serve on the membership and profes-
sional development committee for the 
Rare Books and Manuscripts Section 
(RBMS) of the Association of College 
and Research Libraries (ACRL), a divi-
sion of ALA, so I spent a fair amount 
of time attending various committee 
meetings. I enjoy the opportunity to 
work with colleagues from other insti-
tutions in this professional setting and 
look forward to making a presenta-
tion as part of a seminar session at the 
RBMS annual conference in June.

On Valentine’s Day it was my privilege 
to be the guest speaker at the local 
West Suburban Women’s Club 
meeting. My thanks to Arlene Johnson 

An Update from the Collections

e’ve begun 2019 
with a countdown to 
“Dark Places, Wicked 
Companions, and 

Strange Experiences,” mentioned in 
several of the articles in this issue. 
It’s shaping up to be another 
memorable conference when we 
look at our roster of speakers and at 
those already registered to attend. 
Gary Thaden has indicated the web 
address for the conference; from the 
conference page, be sure to click the 
link for the PDF registration form, 
which has information on the 
conference hotel.

Tim Johnson presents us with a 
recent tour he gave of the Sherlock 

W Holmes Collections. To paraphrase 
Mr. Holmes, Tim certainly indicates 
that it is always a joy to meet a Shaw. 
For those interested in the late John 
Bennett Shaw, check out the Friends 
of John Bennett Shaw on Facebook as 
well as the new site dedicated to him 
at https://www.johnbennettshaw.com/. 
Both sites are administered by Jim 
Hawkins.

Steve Mason has written an informative
piece about the late Ron de Waal’s 
1969 Baker Street Journal article and 
how the Beacon Society is address-
ing the availability of Holmes related 
materials to the public. The 100 Years 
Ago column reflects on Betty Wales, 
Freshman by Margaret Warde. I’d like 

to thank Andrew Malec and 
Jon Lellenberg for additional 
information they relayed about 
Frederic Dorr Steele’s residence in 
Rutland VT. The section of the book 
that John Bennett Shaw highlighted 
did indeed reference the Great Detective 
as well as reflecting the popularity of 
the William Gillette play at that time. 
In the Update from the Collections, 
Tim has given us another view into 
what a busy schedule the E.W. 
McDiarmid Curator of the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections follows.

Thank you to all who help support 
the Collections. We hope to see many 
of you here in Minneapolis this 
August. The game will be afoot!
     

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings

Continued on page 7
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he Library staff is busily 
working to set up a great 
new Sherlockian exhibit for 
our triennial Conference. 

The exhibit is titled “Dark Places, 
Wicked Companions, and Strange 
Experiences” and will run from 
July 8, 2019 – Oct. 25, 2019 in 
Elmer L. Andersen Library’s First 
Floor Main Gallery. (https://www.
continuum.umn.edu/2019/02/
dark-places-wicked-companions-
and-strange-experiences/ )

The Exhibit runs in conjunction with 
the Conference of the same name 
and will take place on August 8 – 11, 
2019 (http://www.norwegianexplor-
ers.org/2019_conference.html) at the 
Graduate Hotel, just down Wash-
ington Ave. from Andersen Library. 
This exhibit echoes the conference 
theme and will explore those places, 

T companions, and experiences that 
continue to draw readers and fans 
to the ever-expanding universe of 
Mr. Holmes and Dr. Watson. The 
Conference is jointly sponsored by 
the Friends of the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections, The University of Min-
nesota Libraries and the Norwegian 
Explorers of Minnesota. The Confer-
ence schedule leave the morning of 
Friday, August 9th open so conference 
attendees can visit the exhibit.

The Friends of the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections annual meeting will be 
held as part of the Conference on 
late Friday afternoon with noted 
playwright Jeffery Hatcher as our 
speaker. Mr. Hatcher was the author 
of the screenplay for the 2015 movie 
Mr. Holmes and numerous Sherlockian
plays performed at St. Paul’s Park 
Square Theater, including the 

upcoming 2020 summer production 
Holmes and Watson. Members of the 
Norwegian Explorers will recall 
Mr. Hatcher’s excellent address at one 
of our December annual meetings. 
Membership in Friends of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections is 
available to individuals: 
(https://www.lib.umn.edu/holmes/
become-friend-holmes)

Anyone interested in donating 
materials to be added to the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections or with interest 
in using the Collections for research 
purposes should contact Tim Johnson, 
the E.W. McDiarmid Curator of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections 
(https://www.lib.umn.edu/about/staff/
timothy-j-johnson) at the Elmer L. 
Andersen Library. He will be happy 
to help you.
     
 Gary Thaden

From the President
n The Waste Land, T.S. Eliot 
wrote that “April is the cruellest 
month.” I beg to differ. This 
February we set a snowfall 

record. For over a month our tempera-
tures remained below freezing. For 
those unaccustomed to snow and cold, 
Minnesota might qualify as a wintery 
wasteland. It has, indeed, been a tough 
season in many ways. However, the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
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tive by pointing out that folks during 
the winter of 1874-75 endured 
“a stretch of 80 days where the 
mercury did not reach freezing.” 
We take comfort in those words. 
So far, we’ve avoided using pages from 
our Beeton’s as kindling. Doctor 
Watson’s words are enough; we have 
our Holmes to keep us warm.

Eliot also wrote that “Sherlock Holmes 
reminds us always of the pleasant 
externals of nineteenth-century 
London. I believe he may continue 
to do so even for those who cannot 
remember the nineteenth century....” 
I am certain that some of those “pleas-
ant externals” included a fair share of 
wind, snow, fog, and cold. But enough 
of the weather. Minnesotans are prone 
to extended climatic commentaries. 
Let us firmly declare our allegiance to 
the “bold north,” the late nineteenth 
century, and move on.

In early January, we met with staff 
from the University of Minnesota’s 
“LearningLife” program in the 
College of Continuing and Professional 
Studies. “Taught by University faculty, 
as well as by scholars and profession-
als from the community, the program 
offers rich, meaningful experiences 
that highlight the intellectual resources 
of the University for those who seek 
knowledge, personal development, 
and academic and civic engagement.” 
Anastasia Faunce, the program direc-
tor, saw my Sherlock-related holiday 
book review of About Sixty on the 
Libraries’ “Read This Book” online

I video series and “had an idea for a 
possible summer 2019 course.” Our 
meeting and following conversations 
led to the development of four sessions 
built around reading six adventures, 
with About Sixty as an additional text. 
We’ll also have time to discuss the 
world of Holmes and Watson and visit 
the Collections to view this 
summer’s exhibit related to our 
triennial conference, “Dark Places, 
Wicked Companions, and Strange 
Experiences.” The class will run from 
mid-June to late July.

A week after my initial conversation 
with Anastasia, I was off to New York 
for the annual birthday celebration of 
the Baker Street Irregulars. It was good 
to see many of you over the course 
of the weekend. I enjoyed some rich 
conversations over meals and in other 
settings. Especially noteworthy is the 
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Society, whose company I enjoyed 
on Saturday morning. The Society 
is engaged in some exceptional 
activities. Thank you for sharing these 
with me over the course of your 
meeting. Likewise, a special thank you 
to the participants in the Junior 
Bloodstain by the Clients of Adrian 
Mulliner. I relished your performance. 
Dinner with members of the 
Pondicherry Lodgers brought my 
weekend to a close.

Back from New York, we prepared for 
an extended research visit by a 
German Fulbright doctoral student 
from the University of Siegen. Yvonne 
Kop is working on her dissertation, 
with the working title “Changing Con-
ceptions of Masculinity in the Sherlock 
Holmes Universe from Doyle’s Stories 
to Twenty-First Century Fanfiction and 
Fanart.” She is investigating changes 
in “the representation of masculinities 
from the late nineteenth century to 
today” and is “particularly interested 
in the diachronic and synchronic 
representation and development of the 
character Sherlock Holmes and other 

characters appearing in the Canon. By 
closely examining official and unof-
ficial portrayals of the most portrayed 
literary human character of the last 
century, [she hopes] to be able to draw 
connections to the progress of pop cul-
tural representations of masculinities 
and underlying social desires, conflicts, 
and changes.” As I write, Yvonne is 
about half way through her four month 
visit. We’re keeping her well supplied 
with materials from the Collections as 
she works in our new reading room. I 
look forward to reading her disserta-
tion once it is completed and maintain-
ing a long-term connection with her 
and her work.

Toward the end of January, I enjoyed a 
brief visit with Katharine Weiblen, who 
dropped off some original photographs 
from Dr. Philip Hench’s 1950 Nobel 
Prize ceremony. The photographs are a 
donation from Virginia Granger Busch, 
a friend of Dr. Hench and his wife, 
Mary Kahler Hench. Photographs such 
as these are a welcome addition to the 
Collections and compliment an earlier 
gift from Katharine and Virginia of 
newspaper clippings about, and letters 
from, Dr. Hench.

Late January saw me in Seattle for the 
American Library Association’s (ALA) 
midwinter conference. I currently 
serve on the membership and profes-
sional development committee for the 
Rare Books and Manuscripts Section 
(RBMS) of the Association of College 
and Research Libraries (ACRL), a divi-
sion of ALA, so I spent a fair amount 
of time attending various committee 
meetings. I enjoy the opportunity to 
work with colleagues from other insti-
tutions in this professional setting and 
look forward to making a presenta-
tion as part of a seminar session at the 
RBMS annual conference in June.

On Valentine’s Day it was my privilege 
to be the guest speaker at the local 
West Suburban Women’s Club 
meeting. My thanks to Arlene Johnson 
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Gary Thaden has indicated the web 
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conference page, be sure to click the 
link for the PDF registration form, 
which has information on the 
conference hotel.

Tim Johnson presents us with a 
recent tour he gave of the Sherlock 
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Mr. Holmes, Tim certainly indicates 
that it is always a joy to meet a Shaw. 
For those interested in the late John 
Bennett Shaw, check out the Friends 
of John Bennett Shaw on Facebook as 
well as the new site dedicated to him 
at https://www.johnbennettshaw.com/. 
Both sites are administered by Jim 
Hawkins.

Steve Mason has written an informative
piece about the late Ron de Waal’s 
1969 Baker Street Journal article and 
how the Beacon Society is address-
ing the availability of Holmes related 
materials to the public. The 100 Years 
Ago column reflects on Betty Wales, 
Freshman by Margaret Warde. I’d like 

to thank Andrew Malec and 
Jon Lellenberg for additional 
information they relayed about 
Frederic Dorr Steele’s residence in 
Rutland VT. The section of the book 
that John Bennett Shaw highlighted 
did indeed reference the Great Detective 
as well as reflecting the popularity of 
the William Gillette play at that time. 
In the Update from the Collections, 
Tim has given us another view into 
what a busy schedule the E.W. 
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The Shaw Collection… Continued from Page 1 

in Minneapolis for a conference and, 
as we reported in an earlier number of 
this newsletter (volume 11, number 2), 
“didn’t want to miss the chance to visit 
the Collections” and “revisit a library 
that her father amassed over a lifetime,” 
pointing out items she remembered 
seeing on her father’s bookshelves. 
It was a special day for me and the 
Collections. She later wrote, “It was 
thrilling for me to see my father’s 
collection again and to realize that it 
is being used by students, researchers, 
and, of course, by Sherlockians.”

The next visit, two years later, was from 
Patrick. A fuller account of this visit, 
including additional observations by 
Pat on his father, is found in volume 
13, number 3 of the newsletter. The 
opening line from his first email still 
brings a smile. “My name is Pat Shaw; 
John was my father.” Pat, now retired, 
but at the time an attorney specializing 
in labor law and Associate Secretary 
for the American Association of Uni-
versity Professors (AAUP), was in town 
on business. Like Hodgie, he dearly 
wanted “to spend a little [time] in the 
stacks that house my dad’s collection.” 
As I recounted at the time I was struck 
by the resemblance of Pat to his father. 
In the course of our visit, Pat told a few 
stories about his father, and together 
we listened to a snippet from a record-
ing of John I recently digitized. You can 
find those talks by John on our UMedia 
archive. A visit to the stacks with Pat 
evoked memories and more stories. Pat’s 
note to us after his visit captured his 
father’s essence. “John’s affinity for Doyle 
and Holmes was, at bottom, rooted in 
his love of people and ideas and life.”

Imagine my joy, then, when I received 
an email in early 2017 that offered an-
other opportunity to experience John’s 
love of people, ideas, and life. This note 
began in a familiar way. “Dear Mr. John-
son, My name is Barbara Shaw. I am the 
stepdaughter of John Bennett Shaw.” 
Barbara would be visiting the Twin Cities 
in the near future and wondered “if there 
was any part of my stepfather’s collec-

tion that I could see. I understand it is 
archived in a subterranean location near 
the university. Is the miniature house my 
mother made still on view in the library?”

I replied that I would be delighted to 
meet her and show her John’s collec-
tion, including the miniature of 221B 
made by Dorothy. Unfortunately, I was 
going to be out of town the weekend 
of her visit, and so we began to look 
for another time to get together. My 
calendar continued to conspire against 
me. It took some time to find a date 
that agreed, but at last our schedules 
aligned in early 2019. We found a 
Monday and Tuesday in early March 
that worked for both of us. However, at 
the last moment I thought our terrible 
winter weather might intrude and once 
again foil a visit. An obnoxious storm 
was forecast for the second weekend in 
March. Barbara and her daughter Ni-
cole were flying in from the west coast. 
As a precaution, I counseled a Tuesday 
visit, thus giving city and campus snow 
plows a chance to clear heavy, wet 
snow. Barbara replied in a note, “I hope 
we don’t get snowed out!” Finally, on 
that second Tuesday of the month, I 
had the great occasion to meet Barbara, 
her partner, Jackson, and Nicole.

It was a fabulous visit. After a quick 
chat in the office and a chance to view 
a few things from John’s collection on 
display above my desk, we began our 
tour. Passing by our Sherlockian Linus, 
who greets every visitor to the library, 
we ascended to the Allen Mackler 
221B sitting room on the second floor. 
Outside the room is the famous 221B 
sign from the Shaw home in Santa Fe, 
a perfect photo opportunity. On a few 
bookshelves in the sitting room are 
some of John’s blank books featuring 
titles by Holmes and Moriarty. John’s 
sense of humor lives on in those care-
fully crafted volumes.

From the sitting room, we descended 
to the caverns and the bulk of John’s 
collection. Barbara, Nicole, and Jackson 
marveled at the aisles of books, stacks 

of board games and puzzles, boxes 
of ephemera, and three-dimensional 
objects. Barbara especially remembered 
the marionettes and dolls from John’s 
collection. Perhaps the greatest mo-
ment came when they had a chance to 
view Dorothy’s miniature of 221. Many 
photographs were taken, and Barbara 
observed how long and carefully her 
mother labored over that miniature. 
It truly is a gem in the collection.

We lingered a few moments longer be-
fore making our way through the rest of 
the caverns, with a stop in “High Bay” 
for a view of more boxes containing 
John’s notebooks and correspondence 
files. The time went far too quickly. 
Before long, our time was up. But what 
a magical time it was for me to have the 
chance to meet more members of the 
Shaw family. As we walked and talked 
about previous visits from Hodgie and 
Pat, Barbara commented that Pat looks 
even more like John these days. I’d love 
to see them all again. Thankfully, 
Barbara will be participating in our 
triennial conference in August.

A short time after their visit, I received 
another note from Barbara. It is one 
I will treasure. She wrote: 

Dear Tim,
Thank you so much for taking 
the time to show Jackson, 
Nicole, and me the Special 
Collections library at the 
University of Minnesota. It 
was fun to see some of John’s 
Sherlockiana again and a 
comfort that his collection is 
being so well cared for and 
appreciated. He would be 
pleased that his legacy lives on.

Thank you for your diligent work 
in the library. I hope our paths 
cross again in the future.

Thank you, Barbara, Hodgie, and Pat. 
We are pleased in keeping forever green 
the memory of your father. I hope 
our paths cross again, too!

50
Y E A R S  A G O

RONALD BURT De WAAL 
AND LIBRARIES

In March 1969, the Baker Street 
Journal reprinted a paper presented 
by Ronald De Waal at the Second 
Annual Conference of the Sub-Li-
brarians Scion Society in Kansas City, 
Missouri in June 1968.

In summary, Mr. De Waal proposed 
that librarians, Sherlockians, and 
collectors alike would do much to 
promote our passion to others by 
simply ensuring that libraries have 
access to Sherlockian materials – the 
sacred writings, Sherlockian based 
journals, and critical writings on the 
Canon. This access should extend to 
all public libraries, including schools. 
By making these materials available, 
we allow “students, scholars and 
interested laymen” to be part of our 
own world by studying the writings 
and even adding their own personal 
stamp to “Never has so much been 
written by so many for so few.”1 

Fast forward to 2002 when Maribeau 
Briggs, a member of the Adventur-
esses of Sherlock Holmes (ASH) 
presented an idea to many of her 
friends and fellow ASH members, 
in which an organization should be 
founded to encourage literacy among 
students by introducing children to 
the pleasures of Doyle’s writings.

During the annual Baker Street 
Irregulars weekend in New York 
City in January 2003, Ms. Briggs 
conducted a “start-up” meeting for 
approximately twenty-five Sherlock-

throughout the northeast, have been 
provided since 2010. Over the past 
five years, the Society has provided 
over fifty grants to various entities 
to develop and implement their 
projects. Several of these grants (up 
to $500 each) were awarded to either 
public or school libraries.

2. In addition, each year the Society 
presents the Susan Z. Diamond Bea-
con Award to recognize an individual 
for exemplary educational experi-
ences in exposing young people to 
the Sherlock Holmes stories. This 
award, given out since 2004, denotes 
the significant contributions the win-
ner made in promoting literacy to 
students around the country.

3. The Beacon Society Website 
(www.beaconsociety.com) provides 
ideas for using Sherlock Holmes as a 
teaching aid in classrooms, libraries, 
theaters, and museums; examples 
of projects that have successfully 
introduced young people to the 
stories of Sherlock Holmes; help for 
Sherlock Holmes societies who want 
to get involved with teaching in their 
communities; and information about 
the world of Sherlock Holmes for 
students and educators of all kinds. 
For example, the Society recently 
added a list of recommended books 
for students such as adaptations of 
the Canon, reference books on the 
Canon and Holmes/Doyle, and pas-
tiches involving the Great Detective.

Since its inception, the Beacon 
Society has been fortunate to have 
“Headlights” (Chairpersons) – Scott 
Monty, Joe Coppola, Susan Diamond, 
Bill Mason, and Denny Dobry – who 
believe in the goals of the society 
and encourage the committee chairs 
and society members to continue our 
mission.

All Sherlockians understand that one 
of our most important legacies is to 
ensure we keep the memory of the 
Master “green” by providing access 

ians, who enthusiastically embraced 
her idea and agreed to move forward 
with such an organization.

The organization, created from Ma-
ribeau’s idea, is named The Beacon 
Society, based on a quote from The 
Adventure of the Naval Treaty, in 
which Holmes quips,

“Look at those big, isolated clumps of 
buildings rising up above the slates, 
like brick islands in a lead-coloured 
sea.” 

“The board-schools.” 

“Light-houses, my boy! Beacons of 
the future! Capsules with hundreds 
of bright little seeds in each, out of 
which will spring the wiser, better 
England of the future.”2

The goals of the Beacon Society, 
which is an official scion society of 
the Baker Street Irregulars, include:

• Recognize exemplary educational 
experiences that introduce young 
people to the Sherlock Holmes 
stories 
 
• Encourage teachers, librarians, 
museum activity directors, as well 
as children’s theater directors, to use 
Sherlock Holmes to engage young 
people in the pleasure of reading 

• Enjoy reading and teaching people 
about Sherlock Holmes, Dr. Watson 
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

The Beacon Society implements 
these goals through three very 
successful projects:

1. Each year, the Society provides 
grants to educators, librarians and 
children’s museums to develop a 
project which will introduce young 
people to the stories of the Canon. 
These grants, named after Jan Stau-
ber, a teacher who embraced sharing 
Sherlock Holmes with students 

Continued on page 8



The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The
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table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/
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never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
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Many of those familiar with John 
Bennett Shaw have seen photos of 
him sitting in his library, happily 
reading a book that more often than 
not could be assumed to be about 
Sherlock Holmes, or at least contain-
ing a reference to the Great Detective. 
Picture if you will Mr. Shaw read-
ing the book selected for this issue’s 
100 Years Ago column: Betty Wales, 
Freshman by Margaret Warde. Mr. 
Shaw had the 1919 edition, bearing 
his bookplate and his typed note “An 
amateur version of Gillette’s SHER-
LOCK HOLMES, pp. 105-116.”

Betty Wales, Freshman, originally 
published in 1904, was the first book 
in a series issued by Penn Publishing 
about a young woman who attends 
New England’s Harding College and 
her life beyond college. Not too sur-
prisingly, the sequels were titled Betty 
Wales, Sophomore, followed by Betty 
Wales, Junior; Betty Wales, Senior; 
Betty Wales on the Campus; Betty Wales 
& Co.; Betty Wales Decides; and Betty 
Wales Business Woman.

While enjoying her freshman year, 
Betty Wales and her college friends 
decide to put on a play, but not just 
any play. Betty calls upon her friends 
while in male costume, frighten-
ing the girls, but she assures them 
her clothes are for her role in a play. 
When asked what the title was, Betty 
considered before telling her friend 
“It’s a secret, but I’ll tell you to pay 
for giving you both such a scare. It’s 
‘Sherlock Holmes.’ Mary Brooks saw 
the real play in New York, and she 
wrote this, something like the real 
one, but different so we could do it.” 

and literary criticism. She appears 
to have been most active writing for 
The Dial from 1901 through 1912. In 
various issues she wrote about such 
varied subjects as the The Queen’s 
Comrade by Fitzgerald Molloy, Earl 
Percy’s Dinner Table by Earl Murdock, 
Flower-Grouping in English, Scotch 
and Irish Gardens by Miss Margaret 
Waterfield, The House in St. Martin’s 
Street by Constance Hill, The Life, 
Letters and Works of Frederic Leighton 
by Mrs. Russell Barrington, and Your 
United States by Arnold Bennett. Her 
reviews, while occasionally pointed, 
were generally positive toward 
whatever book she was reviewing.

The Betty Wales series was quite 
popular at the time, and in 1915 a 
line of “Betty Wales Dresses” were 
introduced. A purchase of a dress 
allowed the buyer to receive a free 
book. Dunton wrote for this series 
until 1912, with one last one in 
1917. From 1912 – 1918 she wrote 
another series for Penn Publishing 
featuring Nancy Lee.

Dunton listed herself as having no 
occupation in the 1930 census, other 
than having two female boarders 
in the home she owned in Rutland, 
so perhaps she considered herself 
retired. She died there in December 
31, 1944. Her books may not be on 
any current reading list for young 
ladies, but a generation of girls, and 
perhaps Mr. Shaw, enjoyed learning 
about Betty Wales. 

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Mary Brooks has written the script 
which features a diamond robbery, a 
supposed murder and a pretend fire. 
Betty will portray the villain, with 
“curling black mustaches and fierce 
frown.” Katherine will be Holmes. 
and Adelaide is Dr. Watson. What 
follows is a rather discouraging 
discussion about wanting to por-
tray a man on stage but the mood 
lightens when one of the girls gives 
Betty a genuine top hat to wear as 
the villain. As it turns out, “‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ was quite as exciting” as 
anticipated, with “four act[s], blood-
curdling melodrama, … three differ-
ent stage settings, an abundance of 
pistol shots, a flash-light fire, shrieks 
and a fainting fit on the part of the 
heroine, the raiding of a robber’s 
den in the dénouement and ‘a lot 
more excitement all through than 
there is in Mr. Gillette’s play’ as Mary 
[Brooks] informed her cast.” Al-
though no reason is given, from this 
point on, the detective is referred to 
as “Dr. Holmes.” 

Margaret Warde was the pseudonym 
for Edith Kellogg Dunton. She was 
born in Rutland VT on December 
28, 1875. During the 1890s the 
town had a population of between 
8200 and 11,200; one of her fel-
low residents for several years was 
the illustrator Frederic Dorr Steele, 
whose Rutland address was listed as 
“Fern Cottage, west of Dorr Bridge.” 
Steele’s maternal ancestors were from 
Rutland; his great-grandfather devel-
oped the marble quarries in the area, 
and his grandmother, Julia Caroline 
Ripley Dorr, was an author of poetry 
and prose. 

After graduating from Smith College 
in 1897, Dunton took a position as 
a teacher, living with her parents 
in Rutland until her father’s death 
in 1890 and thereafter with her 
widowed mother. Dunton wrote the 
Betty Wales series using the pseud-
onym Margaret Warde, a fact that be-
came public in 1907, as she was also 
writing as a literary critic for Chica-
go’s The Dial, a magazine of politics 
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f you happen to be visiting The Sherlock Holmes Collections, you might 
find a young woman intently studying various materials. Yvonne Knop is 
a Fulbright researcher from Germany utilizing the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections for her PhD project. The tentative title for her dissertation is 

“Changing Conceptions of Masculinity in the Sherlock Holmes Universe from 
Doyle’s Stories to Twenty-First Century Fanfiction and Fanart.” 

Using The Collection
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(no relation) for the invitation to share 
a bit of the history and wonder of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections. I was 
warmly received and continue to hear 
comments about the presentation. It 
remains a joy to be out and about in 
the community, talking about the Col-
lections. In early May, I’ll drive about 
250 miles north to Bagley, Minnesota 
to speak to members of the North-
ern Exposure to Lifelong Learning 
program. This is a continuation of 

the Libraries’ “Curators Road Show” 
outreach initiative. I anticipate that the 
ice will be off the lakes by then.

Work continues on planning our trien-
nial conference in August and accom-
panying exhibit. Talks are now under-
way with our exhibits designer, Darren 
Terpstra, about the “look and feel” of 
the exhibit. In addition, we’re gradually 
assembling a list of items to display. 
This exhibition feels a little “spookier” 

than previous shows, given the confer-
ence theme, so it will be interesting to 
see how it all finally comes together. I 
look forward to seeing many of you in 
late summer and sharing the exhibit 
together. The weather should be glori-
ous. As always, thank you for your 
continued support of the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections and interest in our 
work. Here’s to you and warmer spring 
weather! May all your adventures bring 
inspiration, joy, and companionship.
     
  Tim Johnson

An Update from the Collections… Continued from Page 5 
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The
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table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/
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never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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Every book has in itself a story to tell.

In the Collections there is a copy of 
a Swedish 1918 edition of A Study in 
Scarlet (En studie i rött), published by 
Nordiska Förlaget. It is not rare. But 
there is a story.

It began in 1910 when wholesale 
trader K.V. Hultin started Nordiska 
Förlaget to publish good and inex-
pensive literature – what he called 
“a library in every Swedish home”. 
The cheapest books at the time cost 
1 krona (25 cents), but Mr. Hultin 
sold his books for a fourth of that 
price, mainly through subscription. 
He printed on wood-free paper to 
ensure that the copies would last, 
and he aimed for perfect translations 
and beautiful covers by great Swed-
ish artists.

Almost all of Hultin’s books were 
by foreign authors, either classics 
or contemporary. In 1904, Sweden 
had joined the Berne convention, so 
Swedish publishers now had to pay 
royalties to foreign authors – but 
only for ten years after the work 
was originally published. Swedish 
authors would have cost Hultin a lot 
more.

The first book from Nordiska was 
Kipling’s The Jungle Book, and the 
second A Study in Scarlet, in Swedish 
translation by Ellen Ryding, a teacher 
from the western part of Sweden 
who also translated Thomas Car-
lyle. Nordiska published one book a 
week, among them five other books 
with Holmes stories by 
Conan Doyle.

Ted passed away in October 2017, 
at the age of 89. He was my dearest 
friend, and – as I have mentioned in
a previous issue of this newsletter – 
my Sherlockian mentor.

There are 512 copies of A Study in 
Scarlet in the Collections, all of them 
different in some way. But thanks 
to the history of this very copy it is 
indeed the one that is closest to my 
heart.

And that was the story this book had 
to tell.

Mattias Boström, BSI

The books be-
came so popular 
that most of 
them sold in 
60,000–90,000 
copies. A Swed-
ish advertisement 
for Samuelson’s 
1914 movie A 
Study in Scarlet 
noted that the 
book had sold 
100,000 cop-
ies in Sweden 
– most of them 
were from 
Nordiska.

Åhlén & Åker-
lund acquired 
Nordiska in 
1913, at the same 
time as competi-
tors made cheap 
books less attrac-
tive by starting to 
publish low qual-
ity literature, re-
sulting in readers 
feeling ashamed 
of buying too 
inexpensive 
books. The prices 
also got higher, 
slowly killing the 
inexpensive book series. When A 
Study in Scarlet was published again 
by Nordiska Förlaget in 1918 the 
price was nearly four times as high 
as eight years earlier.

The 1918 edition had a beautiful 
cover illustration by Petter Lindroth, 
a shy and humble former cartoon-
ist who had just started a successful 
career as a book cover artist.

Finally, there is one more story to 
tell – about the copy in the Shaw 
collection. It has Shaw’s bookplate in 
it, and the citation says it’s a presen-
tation copy from Ted Bergman to 
Shaw.

"Dr. Watson, Mr. Sherlock Holmes"
Dr. Harold F. Watson’s background 
didn’t include a medical education 
at the University or London, or 
service with the Fifth Northumber-
land Fusiliers as assistant surgeon, 
but he certainly shared an interest 
in Sherlock Holmes with another              
Dr. Watson.

Harold Francis Watson, the son 
of John C. Watson, was born in 
Milford, PA on April 2, 1895. He 
graduated from New York University 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1918 and a Master of Arts in 1920. 
While a senior he served as manag-
ing editor of N.Y.U.’s Medley and 
considered a career in journalism but 
decided his true calling was to teach. 
A June 8, 1962 article in the Des 
Moines Register states Watson began 
his teaching career at New York Uni-
versity followed by posts as assistant 
professor of English at the University 
of Maine and Hedding College. The 
September 1967 Baker Street Journal 
“Whodunit” indicates he also taught 
at West Virginia University where he 
served as visiting professor. In 1924 
he began his career at Simpson Col-
lege in Indianola, Iowa as professor 
and head of the English Department. 
During his career at Simpson he rose 
to the position as Chairman of the 
Division of Humanities and served 
on several faculty committees as well 
as acting as Dean.

Watson’s books The Sailor in English 
Fiction and Drama was published in 
1931 and The Coasts of Treasure Is-
land in 1969. The latter book “traces 
the development of sea stories in 
literature ‘against the background of 
the windjammer and the old navy’” 
(Des Moines Register, July 27, 1969) 
The Pike County Dispatch (Milford, 
Pennsylvania) carried a feature ar-
ticle about him on July 31 that year 
regarding his new book. The paper 
described it as a “definitive analysis 

of the sea yarn and the desert island 
romance.” It went on to praise “the 
sophisticated and erudite author” for 
his “exhaustive research, accurate 
and factual footnoting and extensive 
bibliography.” The reader may draw 
the conclusion that Watson’s love of 
the sea must have influenced his two 
sons, “both former Navy men.”

Watson retired from Simpson in 
1960, was named Professor Emeritus 
and moved to Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
where he belonged to The Arkansas 
Valley Investors. His honors included 
membership in Phi Beta Kappa 
(1956), inclusion on the Simpson 
College Honor Roll and an honor-
ary doctorate from Simpson College 
on May 20, 1973. As the September 
1973 Baker Street Journal noted, 
“Congratulations, Doctor Watson.”

Watson died on August 13, 1975 
in Fayetteville. His tombstone is 
engraved with his name, birth and 
death dates and the simple inscrip-
tion “Teacher.”

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
The Swedish 1918 edition of A Study in Scarlet (En studie i rött)
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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3

P
h

ot
o 

co
u

rt
es

y 
of

 T
h

e 
Sh

er
lo

ck
 

H
ol

m
es

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n

s

Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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The Shaw Collection
By Timothy J. Johnson, E. W. McDiarmid Curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 15G, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters, 
we would appreciate being informed of changes 
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

f ever I had any 
regrets about my 
associations with 
Sherlockians, or that 

I did not enter into the 
Great Game until some-
time in my middle years, 
I might point to the fact 
that I never realized an 
opportunity to meet 
John Bennett Shaw. By 
the time I arrived at my 
present station, the great 
Mr. Shaw was no more, 
save in the memories 
of his family and many, 
many friends.

Thankfully, a number 
of occasions presented 
themselves over the past 
two decades to meet 
members of John’s family. 
Shortly before she died, 
I had the opportunity 
to meet Dorothy Rowe 
Shaw, John’s widow, dur-
ing my first Baker Street 
Irregulars birthday weekend in New York. She lived in Milwaukee at the time. As we 
chatted, I mentioned to her that I spent some formative years as a young boy growing up 
in a suburb of Milwaukee. She knew the suburb and the places I spoke of, including the 
public library—the first place I acquired my own library card. I may have even used my bor-
rowing privileges to check out a Holmes book or two, but my memory is foggy on this point.

Since then, it has been my privilege to meet a number of the Shaw children. On the first 
Friday in June 2007, we enjoyed a visit from Hodgie Bricke, daughter of John, who was 

I
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Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have 
made contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Phillip Bergem Lucy and Bob Brusic
Bob Thomalen  Francine and Richard Kitts

In Memory Of From
Ted Bergman Mattias Böstrom
Paul Herbert Ben and Sue Vizoskie
Janice Stauber Alexian Gregory

Jackson, Nicole and Barbara
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to the 60 stories authored by John 
H. Watson (with a little help from Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle) and to inspire 
educators from schools, libraries, 
museums, and children’s theaters to 
include the Great Detective in their 
programs to enhance literacy at all 
levels of a student’s school life.

And don’t forget, all Sherlockians 
can do their own part in keeping the 
memory “green” with such simple 
things as buying old Sherlock Holmes 
books at used book fairs to give to 
young people. This may be our most 
powerful method for spreading the 
word about Sherlock Holmes. Ad-
ditionally, look to include Sherlock 
Holmes into any project you may be 
involved for your community, school, 

library, or church. And lastly, attend a 
local Sherlock Holmes society meet-
ing (and take a friend…)

As De Waal states in his essay, “If we 
really are intent on promoting an 
interest in the literature on Sherlock 
Holmes (and I can’t imagine any 
Sherlockian who isn’t), then it is 
imperative that we do everything we 
can to see that more of this literature, 
including publications that are pri-
vately printed, finds its way into local 
libraries, and not, as is often the case, 
just into our private collections.” 

The Beacon Society is intent on 
promoting an interest in Sherlockian 
literature, which will lead to an over-
all improvement in literacy in future 

generations. By providing grants, 
recognizing the efforts of Sherlock-
ians to teach students, and providing 
educational materials on the website, 
the members of the Beacon Society 
will continue to fulfill the challenge 
of Mr. De Waal.
     
  Steve Mason, A.S.H.

1  Christopher Morley, 
BSI Dinner, 1947

2  The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes
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