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Student Association 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA DULUTH 

Driven to Discover ™ 

Letter from the Student Body President: 

Welcome back! It's always an exciting time of the year to see everyone back on campus. I 
hope that your first few weeks on campus have been productive and exciting. As we dive back into 
classes and our organizations, I encourage you to be sure that you are taking time for yourself as 
well. Your mental health is vital to your success at UMD. Do not be afraid to reach out for help and 
seek resources on our campus. 

I just wanted to get everyone up to speed on what your student government, UMD Student 
Association, is doing this year. Our Academic Affairs team will be working on two topics that are 
important to students on our campus. They will work on a grievance policy that is more inclusive for 
students grieving the lost of a loved one during their time at UMD. They will also focus on assuring 
grading is efficient and timely at UMD so that students are able to use feedback to achieve their 
greatest potential. 

UMD Student Association's External Affairs will focus heavily on the Get Out To Vote 
(GOTV) campaign in coordination with MPIRG. It's important that students exercise their right to 
vote in this year's elections. Along with the GOTV campaign, External Affairs will work prepare for 
our lobbying efforts in the spring. This year, our team will work on a tuition freeze to assure prices 
do not continue to rise. 

These are just a few of the big initiatives we plan to work on this year. Feel free to join us in 
LSBE 135 at 6:00 on Monday evenings to learn more. Our organization is ALWAYS looking for new 
things to work on. Have an idea for something that UMDSA should look into? Check out What to Fix 
(WTF) UMD on Facebook or email me directly at ernst187@d.umn.edu. 

Let's have a good semester; go dogs. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Ernst 
UMD Student Body President 
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AMNESTY EMBEDDED IN CONDUCT CODE TO SAVE LIVES 
By Hannah Broadbent 

UMD students take an alcohol safety 
course before even arriving on 
campus, but what happens if their 
drinking experience becomes one they 
hadn't expected? Do they know what 
to do? Would they feel safe helping 
themselves or their friends? 

This year UMD added the medical 
amnesty law to their student conduct 
code to ensure that students never 
question it again. 

The law was originally passed by 
Minnesota legislature in 2013. It states 
that Minnesota has "granted immunity 
from consumption to any underage 
possession or consumption from 
alcohol to limited individuals in the 
event of a medical emergency!' 

"[The] Board of Regents was interested 
in the university mirroring the statute;' 
Vice Chancellor of Student Life, Dr. 
Lisa Erwin, said. 

Now, underage students won't get in 
trouble with the law or the university, 
on or off-campus, if they call for help 
in an alcohol-related emergency for 
themselves or their friends. 

"The goal is to keep students alive," 
UMD Mental Health Care Professional 
Lauretta Perry said. 

Perry has been at UMD since 2004. 
She remembers having students come 
into her office and "debriefing" her 
on the incidents they were involved in 
the weekend before. Sometimes the 

students were the ones intoxicated, or 
they were worried about a friend. 
"I just became really concerned with 
the possibility of losing a student;' 
Perry said. "So I started working with 
the police and what I learned is that the 
police were unofficially implementing a 
form of medical amnesty!' 

In 2009, Perry decided it was really 
time to start delving into research done 
on medical amnesty. She looked into 
models from other schools and brought 
together a few key people at UMD to 
take a systematic look at students' 
safety needs. 

The next step was to get student 
input. A survey was given campus 
wide to students on alcohol and 
alcohol poisoning. Perry was under 
the assumption that students were 
not calling for help because they didn't 
want themselves, or their friends to get 
into trouble. 

"What we learned is that the number 
one reason students weren't calling was 
that they didn't know how to identify 
a medical emergency," Perry said. 
"That was huge for us, to recognize 
that we had some education to do and 
we needed to step up the education we 
were already doing!' 

From then on, the signs and symptoms 
for alcohol poisoning were built into 
every program Health Services did 
on alcohol. The lobbying for a medical 
amnesty law continued as well, 
realizing that education was just as 
important as allowing students to feel 
comfortable calling for help. 
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Not long after, the law was passed and 
immediate changes were seen. 

In 2012, two calls were made to report 
alcohol-related emergencies. After the 
statute, the number of reports rose. In 
2014, six incidents were reported, and 
eight calls were made in 2015. 

"That's what you want, you want 
students to know that they can make 
that call. So seeing an increase in the 
number of calls is actually a positive 
sign, it means that students are not 
hesitating anymore;' Perry said. 

The hope now is that putting this in the 
student conduct code will help students 
feel even more comfortable reporting 
an alcohol emergency. 

"So it fine-tunes (the code) and 
promotes student well-being, I think, 
in a better way," Erwin said. "It does 
acknowledge the realities of being a 
student and promotes again this idea 
that we want everyone to be well." 

The goal now is to let students at UMD, 
and in the U ofM system as a whole, 
know that this statute is in their code. 

"This has been something that's been 
really near and dear to my heart for 
years because I believe in it," Perry 
said. "I think this is really important 
for our students to be educated and for 
us to talk about it." 
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No car? No problem 
CarShare program comes to UMD 

By Cole White 
Two new vehicles have found their spots outside Ianni Hall. 
They are part of the new "CarShare" program on campus, 
provided through Enterprise Car Rentals. 

The program's introductory price, set for the fall semester, 
is a $1 registration fee with a $5 hourly charge. There is a 
250-mile daily limit, with fuel costs covered by the company. 

To sign up for the program, which is open to students, staff 
and faculty, the driver must be over 18 years of age and 
have a valid driver's license. To register, drivers can visit 
the UMD CarShare portal online. Students 18-21 will need 
parental consent, which is also done online. 

After registering and completing the background check, 
drivers will receive a card in the mail in approximately one 
week. By reserving a vehicle online, when the appointed 
time comes, the card received will unlock the vehicle by 
waving it over the lower, driver's-side windshield. Cars are 
reserved in one-hour blocks. 

'11he project was several years in the making, ultimately 
becoming a reality with a combined effort of Transportation 
and Parking Services and Student Association. 

"We were looking for ways to reduce cars on campus," 
Associate Vice Chancellor Corbin Smythe said. "Other than 

taking away two meter spots, there is no cost to UMD." 

The cars are provided by Enterprise, who also perform the 
maintenance. Fuel costs are covered by a card in the glove 
box. Drivers without automotive insurance are covered 
under Enterprise, with a $1,000 deductible. Enterprise also 
offers a 24/7 helpline. 

"The program was designed for people who don't have a 
vehicle or only occasionally need one;' Smythe said. "While 
being particularly beneficial to residential and international 
students." 

"I hope to see it take off in the next few weeks," Kallie 
Quinn, the student representative for Enterprise, said. "The 
more it grows, the more cars we can add to our fleet." 
Both Smythe and Quinn point out that the current prices 
are temporary, and will likely rise in the next semester. 

"It's a lot cheaper to join now," Quinn said. 

"The hard part is joining," Smythe said. "And that only took 
me 20 minutes." 

Students with international licenses must show Quinn their 
licenses for verification, otherwise the steps remain the 
same. 
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RSOP DELIVERS FOR 
OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS 

By Erik Gaffron "That really sums up what get really awesome gear. students get as well." 
we're about," Bates said. So we started building the 

The Duluth area is widely "Getting people active and volume of gear and quality The rental and outdoor 
known for catering to healthy, and getting them of gear;' programs have been a hit 
outdoor enthusiasts and outdoors. We want people to Now located in Sports and and are a major part of why 
UMD is no exception. UMD's move their bodies, which is Health Center Room 154 RSOP has succeed for so 
Recreation Sports and good for brain development, (adjacent to the RSOP front many years. So far, word 
Outdoors Program (RSOP) which actually means it desk), the rental center has of mouth has been a big 
over time has offered a lot in helps them be successful at between 2,000 and 2,500 contributor to the program's 
terms of outdoor fun. UMD academically. But also items to offer with rental growth. 

there is a social piece to it." rates varying by item and 
From trips to the The outdoor program at length of rental time. "People have a great 
Boundary Waters Canoe RSOP has succeeded in experience and tell their 
Area Wilderness and fun getting students active On top of the low rates and friends, and (then) their 
programs like Sailing Duluth since the first outdoor club wide selection, the rental friends come along and 
or fly-fishing to make-and- began on campus in 1980 center caters to everyone get involved," Bates said. 
take activities on campus, with a single director and in the Duluth community. "People are excited because 
there's something for a wide no staff to work with. It However, only UMD they have a good time doing 
variety of interests in the has expanded over time to students get the lowest rates these activities." 
outdoors program. cater to student interests, according to UMD Student 

including the outdoor and Outdoors Activities 
"We have a motto of rental program, which Program Coordinator Kevin 
'active, healthy lifestyles gives students access to a Taralseth. 
and a connection to the wide variety of tools and 
outdoors,"' Tim Bates, equipment. "It's the cheapest rentals 
the associate director of "The rental center used to you'll find anywhere 
RSOP and coordinator of live in Kirby Student Center because part of the student 
environmental education, and the outdoor program . service fee is to help the 
said. then took it over about ten rental center so everything 
Bates added that it's more years ago," Bates said, "I is at cost for students." 
than just what appears on saw it as a tool to play a role Taralseth said. "So most 
the surface, promoting a with our programming but things you'll be renting are 
well-rounded philosophy also saw it as an opportunity a dollar or two, and there's 
through the outdoor to provide opportunities to a ten percent discount that 
programming. 
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PARKING SERVICES MAKES CHANGES FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 
New permits and less meters are just the start to this years developments 

By Kevin Ott 

Significant changes are underway for UMD campus 
parking, some in preparation for the eventual construction 
of the Chemistry and Advanced Materials Science 
(CAMS) Building. 

One change that is immediately noticeable is the new 
parking permit, designed by Lisa Hansen, Assistant 
Director of Student Life Operations. 

Students who have received parking permits this year 
have likely noticed the switch from a card that hangs 
on the rear view mirror to a vinyl window cling. Parking 
Services previously did not allow switching permits 
between cars, but with the new design that is no longer a 
problem. "The vinyl parking permits were designed to be 
removable and shared between students," Hansen said. 

In addition to parking permit alterations, Hansen is also 
behind many of the ideas about how to best use UMD 
property to benefit students, especially concerning green 
space. One of the major changes in parking boundaries 
involved the removal of concrete barriers to increase the 
amount of parking spaces in the pay lot and maroon lot 
E next to the library. Now that the barriers are removed 
between the two lots, sidewalk lined with trees will replace 
them and will extend to West St. Marie Street. 

For permit lots that use a "No Parking Overnight" policy, 
the time that policy is enforced has been shortened. 
Students may now park in those lots until 2-6 a.m. This 
was changed to allow students to stay longer for studying 
and course work. 

Once construction begins on the CAMS building, a 
portion of parking spots in maroon lot B will be removed. 
According to Hansen, using parking lot space is the only 
option for the building expansion. 

"When construction is done on campus, areas with the 
largest amount of empty space have to be utilized, which 
means parking lots are the first to go." In order to balance 
out the lost spaces, lot M-2 next to Malosky stadium will 
be expanded from 37 to 152 spaces. 

In order to eliminate visitor confusion, 74 parking meters 

around campus that used to be on permit lots have been 
removed and reassigned as permit spaces. For meter 
spaces that still exist , pay-by-phone capability will be 
added to make paying more convenient. 

Despite all the updates to campus parking, over 300 
students are currently on the waiting list for permits, 
according to Hansen. Students who were fortunate 
enough to get a permit reserved one before fall semester 
began. 

The only solution to fulfilling the high amount of permit 
requests is to build a parking ramp, which is being 
discussed but is far away from becoming reality. The 
biggest challenges to potentially building a parking ramp 
are finding a location for it as well as proper funding. 

"Increased permit costs are currently the only way for us 
to raise money for a parking ramp," Hansen said. 

To keep up with all the changes related to campus 
parking, check out the newly redesigned UMD Parking 
Services website at www.d.urnn.edu/ transportation-
parking-services. 
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Source: http://champ.d.umn.edu/transportation-parking-services 
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