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Our ongoing
commitment to
research, outreach, ;
and community
engagement continues
to inspire creative
·solutions.
Dear Alumni and Friends of the College of Design,
I am honored to assume the role of interim dean for
the College of Design for the 2015-16 academic year. I
especially want to thank Tom Fisher for his nearly 20 years
of leadership of both the College of Design, and previously,
the College of Architecture and Landscape Architecture. I
was delighted to see his leadership honored by the recent
generosity of you. our alumni and friends, in contributing to
a student scholarship fund in Tom's honor.
With collegewide strategic planning under way, we have
the opportunity to set our college on the path toward longterm success. I will not be a candidate for the permanent
dean position, but during this year, I am committed to
e nsuring that our college continues to thrive. In many
cases. that means rethinking the traditional limitations,
applications. and academic boundaries of our fields.
This past spring, many of our students, faculty, and alumni
presented their work in unexpected places. From a
traveling sauna to pop-up parks, temporary design projects
are activating public spaces and reaching new audiences.
For example, our new designer in residency, "Inspired at
Siu" partnership with Radisson Blu Hotels (page 9), gives
students an opportunity to showcase their strongest work in
the lobby of a major hotel. while introducing travelers to our
many disciplines.
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Our ongoing commitment to research, outreach, and
community engagement continues to inspire creative
solutions. Whether researching how robots could help
victims of natural disasters (page 6), building community
gardens, or simply designing a water bottle that helps
its owner stay hydrated (page 14). we are poised to
solve new problems in our changing world. Our faculty
and students will play a key role in solving the grand
challenges of our time.
We are focused on educating the next generation of
designers to be equipped with the attributes they will
need to take on the jobs of the future. Barry Kudrowitz
(Product Design) is developing a product design program
for modern-day polymaths that will bridge design,
engineering, business. and liberal arts (page 18). And from
winning national competitions to designing and building
their own homes (page 4). our students are already going
above and beyond the existing curriculum.
As we develop a vision for the college, we will re-envision
where our fields are headed and what we need to do
to get there to maximize our distinctive strengths and
centers of excellence.
Sincerely,
Becky L. Yust
Professor and Interim Dean
College of Design
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Could you live in 220 square
feet? This summer. Ben Kraft
(M.Arch '15) and his wife will
move into his ambitious master
of architecture thesis-a fully
furnished tiny house. He hopes to
set an example for other young
people struggling to save for a
down payment. "I'm trying to solve
a problem, not just build a home
for myself."
Kraft Is concerned about financial
burden caused by housing,
defined as spending more than
30 percent of household income
on housing costs. especially
among his millennial peers. While
many people in their 20s and
30s are getting married, having
children, and putting down roots.
homeownership remains elusive.
"It's so unaffordable that it's

0

becoming an unrealistic goal." he
explained. "But what if we designed
around how we actually live instead
of what the residential complex tells
us we need?"
With only $12.000. Kraft used
design and construction skills to
build a 220-square-foot house that
meets his family's housing needs.
For example. his wife is a chef w ho
enJoys cooking at home. They
added a nook so Kraft can keep
her company while she prepares
meals; and despite their house's
tiny footprint, its kitchen is actually
larger than the one In their current
apartment.
Although he's developed a design
solution to the rising cost of
homeownership, he still faces a
policy barrier. Most municipalities

facebook .com/uofmdeslgn
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The next generation of designers is asking big
questions and u~nmn.~ .. -~ ~11v1 I of their

What's next for interior design-robot butler
coffee tables or open-source furniture?
Bethany Deline (Interior Design) won first
place and member's choice in International
Interior Design Association's (IIDA) NEXT
multimedia challenge. Watch her video at
z.umn.edu/ emgf15b.
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disciplines. This spring, we saw our students ...

REACH FOR
TUS:: C:TA D~.

COLLABORATE
rQOC::C:: n1c::r.1p1 INl=S
The University of Minnesota's team
Opti-MN, including Laurel Johnston
(Architecture), won grand prize at
the U.S. Department of Energy Race
to Zero student design competition.
z.umn.edu/ emgf15c

consider a tiny house with wheels
to be an RV, and one without
wheels to be an accessory dwelling
unit, meaning it's illegal to park
and live in a tiny house full-time.
For example, Minneapolis sets the
minimum dwelling unit size at 500
square feet.
However, Kraft mentioned that
several municipalities, including
Seattle. Washington, and Austin,
Texas, are rewriting zoning laws and
piloting tiny house communities to
encourage environmentally friendly
dwelling units. "With this project,
I'm looking at the big picture-not
just cool tiny houses on wheels,
but how minimizing your square
footage can really help you own
a home." z.umn.edu/emgf15a

deslgn.umn.edu
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Twelve architecture students took an
intensive weeklong architecture filmmaking
course led by Ian Harris, cofounder and
business director of Arbuckle Industries, at
the School of Arch itecture's Catalyst 2015:
Facade. Watch their final cuts of Minneapolis
landmarks at z.umn.edu/emgf15e.

Associate professor
Lucy Dunne's (Apparel)
junior year studio
class traveled to
NASA headquarters to
demonstrate garments
they designed for
astronauts using the
latest in wearable
technology.
z.umn.edu/emgf15d

GROWING COMMUNITY
WITH DESIGN

RESCUE ROBOTS IN
VIRTUAL REALITY
Could robots provide relief
during natural disasters? Zane
Thimmesch-Gill (Human
Factors and Ergonomics) was
awarded an Interdisciplinary
Doctoral Fellowship to find out.
Thimmesch-Gill was filming a
documentary about Inuit health
Issues on a Fulbright Fellowship
when his career took a new
turn. ·1 began wishing that I
could reach around the camera
and help to fix the problems I
was witnessing. rather than Just
making a story about them."
During the first semester of his
Ph.D. In Human Factors and
Ergonomics. an Interdisciplinary
program exploring how
technology can enhance
human life. he realized that
disaster robots could help out
In situations like those he'd
seen abroad. "The question
now Is to determine how to
design them in ways that
support human needs." he said

to perceive and understand
robots. which will facilitate
interactions between disaster
victims and rescue robots.
"Imagine that a tornado has just
ripped your roof off and you're
buried in the rubble of your
home. How are you going to
feel If a robot shows up? How
would you know that it's there
to help?" he asked.
He'll also investigate whether
humans respond to robots In
virtual reality the same way they
do In the real world. If so. robot
designers could test Iterations
for a fraction of the cost.
bringing technologies out of the
lab and into the field
more quickly.
"Robotics and virtual reality
show a lot of promise for
mitigating pain and loss, and
I'm committed to finding ways
to ensure that everyone can
access the benefits."
z.umn.edu/ emgf15k

This spring and summer.
students in adjunct professor
James Wheeler's (Architecture)
Community Design Practice
studio collaborated with the
Aurora/St. Anthony Peace
Sanctuary Garden in St. Paul to
build sheds. seating, signage,
greenhouses, murals, and
accessibility ramps. The project
put the design process in
local context. helping students
develop the skills they'll need

to make a difference after
graduation And it gave them
a chance to get their hands
dirty and contribute to the
growth of a real community.
As Alli Mertins (Architecture)
explained. "It's not a project
that somebody made up. with
false parameters-the garden
is real. the constraints are real,
the budget is real. It's difficult
but it's also rewarding."
z.umn.edu/emgf151

CALM SPACE,
CALM BODIES,
CALM MINDS
When a student at Bruce Vento
Elementary School acts out, he
or she isn't sent to the principal's
office. Instead, he or she takes a
trip to the calming room.
Behavior specialist Carolyn
Rottman described it as ·a
positive space to have our staff
and students away from extra
stimuli and a safe space for a
student to regain self-control
and de-escalate In a reactive
way." But the room's initial
design was too bare to meet
student needs.
Working with the Children,
Youth. and Family Consortium
In University Extension, Bruce
Vento Elementary School
enlisted professor Abi Asojo's
sophomore interior design
studio to transform their
calming room into a more
effective and productive space.
The class toured the space.
interviewed stakeholders,

and researched calming room
elements. Then they presented
their final designs to school
representatives and Extension.
Each group incorporated
sounds. smells. and tactile
elements into a soothing
layout. Rachel Grothe (Interior
Design) explained "when kids
are in a heightened state, all
their senses are heightened."
Her classmate Emily Devore
(Interior Design) said that
sensory items play a large role
in calming and focusing the
students. Bruce Vento staff
were impressed with the wide
variety of design elements,
including interactive and tactile
wall spaces; cuddle swings,
climbing apparatuses. and other
outlets for de-escalation; and
projection screens and sound
machines that could be adapted
to individual students.
z.umn.edu/ emgf15m

His dissertation research
will focus on human ability
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Alberto Babio, Kamon Liu (B.D.A. '13), and Deuk-Geun
Hong (all Architecture) designed and built a temporary
green space and event venue on the Weisman Art
Museum plaza. z.umn.edu/emgf15g
EMERGIN G FALL 2015

Ben Awes (M.Arch '96) and Bob Ganser (B.A. Arch '94,
M.Arch '01) of CITYDESKSTUDIO designed the transformation
of a little-used Minneapolis skyway into a lake home near
Brainerd, Minnesota. Before heading north, the skyway
hosted an interactive and site-specific installation near TCF
Bank Stadium, designed by Jennifer Newsom Carruthers and
Tom Carruthers of Dream the Combine.

Students for Design Activism designed and built a popup park outside the IDS Center this summer as part of
Hennepin Theatre Trust's public art initiative Made Here.
z.umn.edu/ emgf15h
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Retail merchandising students in graduate assistant Eunju Yoon's
Visual Merchandising class created window displays for the
Weisman Art Museum shop, inspired by WAM's latest exhibition:
"Feast.· This spring's presentations were so strong that the shop
chose to implement two designs: the first by Mitchell Pierson
(Retail Merchandising), Kristen Gjesdahl (Architecture), and Sydney
Jacob (Retail Merchandising); and a second by Kaia Raid (Retail
Merchandising), Morgan Martinez (Retail Merchandising minor),
and Mengying Wang (Retail Merchandising). z.umn.edu/ emgf15f

Winter in Minnesota can be rough. When lows
hover near or below zero, it's hard to venture
outdoors, let alone prioritize wellness. Adjunct
assistant professor Molly Reichert and assistant
professor Andrea Johnson (both Architecture)
built a solution: a mobile sauna.
·we see the sauna as a natural fit for building
community In Minnesota In the winter, and find It
shocking that there Is no public sauna facility to
be found In the Twin Cities, especially with our
Northern European heritage and cold weather
climate," they said.
Their Little Box Sauna received funding through Creative Placemaklng
in the South Loop, a collaboration between the City of Bloomington and
the Bloomington Theatre and Art Center run by adjunct professor Carrie
Christensen (Landscape Architecture). The sauna was open to the public
this February at IKEA and the Radisson Blu Mall of America.

Radisson Blu Minneapolis Downtown partnered with
the College of Design to create a new artist-in-residence
program displaying student designs on a large-scale digital
screen in their lobby. z.umn.edu/ emgf15i
design.umn.edu

Take a tour with Kare 11 at z.umn.edu/emgf15j.
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visioning the
21st-Centur
In his new office at the Metropolitan Design
Center. former College of Design dean Tom
Fisher is thinking about disruption.
For the first time in human history, more than 50
percent of people live in cities. And population
experts predict that by 20 50. that number will
rise to 75 percent. In his new role, Fisher is
taking a closer look at how cities can adapt to
keep up with a society in flux. "Opportunities are
everywhere, but what a lot of urban planning
hasn't taken into account is that things don't
evolve slowly and gradually. Instead, there are
big disruptions."
Fisher sees our economy undergoing a
third industrial revolution. Creatives and
entrepreneurs are booking gigs, crowdfunding
start-ups, and selling their crafts online. "There's
all this economic activity going on below the
radar, which I believe is going to change the
way we live. work, and make things in the future,
which in turn will change the nature of the city."
But today's metropolitan areas have the wrong
kind of infrastructure: single-use buildings, multilane highways. and abundant parking.
The built environment will need to transform
along with our underlying assumptions, and
"cities are cauldrons for innovation," Fisher
explained. As the director of the Metropolitan
Design Center and Dayton Hudson Land-Grant
Chair in Urban Design, he is encouraging people
to "think more broadly about opportunities and
prepare for some pretty big disruptions."

Many urban planners and designers are
beginning to see humans not as exceptional
beings controlling nature, but as a species
interacting and com peting for resources in an
ecological web. Fisher imagines that tomorrow's
cities will have more green spaces and
environmentally friendly infrastructure, including
driverless e lectric cars, distributed power
generation. and gray water recycling.
"We've got to see things holistically and realize
that how we lived in the 20th century is simply
unsustainable: economically unsustainable.
environmentally unsustainable, and socially
unsustainable."

The Metropolitan Design Center, a research unit
within the College of Design. is committed to
helping cities of every size build equitable and
resilient urban communities. "If they're planning
with the assumption that the status quo is going
to continue. they will be ve ry misaligned w ith
what's actually going to happen," Fisher said.
He envisions the 21st-century city as not only
environmentally friend ly, but also socially
equitable and diverse. "In an ideas economy- an
innovation economy- diversity is really central to
stirring up new concepts and seeing th ings from
new perspectives. Diversity isn't just the right
thing to do, it's the smartest thing anybody can
be doing."
Fisher sees this as part of the paradigm shift
framed by the digital revolution. ·we used to

think of society as being machinelike. The new
metaphors are networks and webs. We don't
talk about the human brain as a big computer
anymore; we talk about it as a neural network.
We don't look to social hierarchies, but social
networks," he said. This mindset also applies to
urban planning.
The Metropolitan Design Center is talking with
Rochester, Minnesota, leaders about how to
become the healthiest city in the United States
as part of their destination medical center plan.
They are working w ith St. Paul to connect the
downtown area to the Mississippi Rive r with a
High Line-like river balcony park. Researchers are
examining what would happen if neighborhoods
served by alleys closed their streets to cars
and transformed them into community gardens,
playgrounds, or productive ecosystems. And
they're talking to the Minnesota Department of
Transportation about converting freeways to
more usable purposes like parks and affordable
housing.

·1think it's an amazing time to be alive. It's
exciting to see the changes happening in the
Twin Cities. We have our chal lenges, but I'm
amazed at the new kinds of energy, and at
how people are coming back to cities and
rediscovering cities. They're great things."
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Keep in Touch
Here are five (free) ways you can support the College of
Design. You'll expand your professional networks, enhance
college visibility, and improve current student experiences.
Share your career news and accomplishments.

Let us know when your contact info changes.
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Linkedln.
Recommend us to future design students.
Post job and internship opportunites.
Lori Mollberg
Director of Alumni
Relations
612-625-8796
lmoliber@umn.edu

Zach Curtis
External Relations Assistant
612-626-6385
zbcurtis@umn.edu

Support Design
Giving does many things for the College of Design.
Find out how you can support
student achievement

community impact
research that makes a difference
Mark Hintz
Director of Development
612-624-7808
mihintz@umn.edu

Christopher Scholl
Major Gifts Officer
612-624-1386
schoil@umn.edu

JENNY ANDERSON RECEIVES
ALUMNI SERVICE AWARD
Jenny Anderson (S.S. Retail Merchandising '95), a longtime

The University of Minnesota Alumni Association named

mentor and career resource, received the 2015 University
of Minnesota Alumni Service Award in recognition of her
significant impact on the University. Her dedication to
helping students with professional development and career
exploration has shaped and enhanced the design student
experience since her own graduation.

Sarah Kendzior (S.S. Retail Merchandising '15) Student

lijj

DESIGN IN CAPITAL PLANNING-

Q&A with Marc Partridge

SARAH KENDZIOR NAMED STUDENl
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Volunteer of the Year in honor of her positive energy and
leadership as student president of the Design Student
and Alumni Board. Her efforts helped create numerous
professional development, networking, and service
opportunities for design students.

The University of Minnesota's Capital Planning and Project Management recently hired
Marc Partridge (B.A. Arch '79, M.Arch '82) for a NEW ROLE: MANAGER O F DESIGN.
We asked him a few questions to understand his new position and why capital planning
needs designers.

What does your design experience bring to the table In your new role?
"THE
Hopefully, I can bring more design continuity to the University of Minnesota
UNIVERSITY
work-refining University standards for design while assisting the architecture
IS A VAST
and engineering firms to forward their work. Teaching has also helped, stepping
INSTITUTION- YOU
outside the design to provide a broader view.
HAVE TO KNOW
THE INS AND
What are you learning from your new colleagues?
The University is a vast institution-you have to know the ins and outs of the
OUTS"

bureaucracy, and the history of the campus. The Capital Planning and Project
Management staff knows the U inside and out. On the major projects, there is integration
between the design and construction groups. We also mesh with the planning group to
coordinate site design and actual building design.
Do you know of other universities who employ architects
to head planning, rather than partnering with a firm?

A few other major universities have this design component, but we hope to make it truly robust
coordinating design from the macro planning scale to individual building and site design.

design.umn.edu
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1966

1984

1996

An exhibition of Solar Energy
Architectonics by Joe l Goodman
(B.Arch) was on display at the Iowa
County Courthouse in Dodgeville.
Wisconsin, for the month of A pril.

M ary Mortenson's (M.A. DHA)
Vega0yan Jacket was on display
at the Dassel History Center
for the " Deep Roots" fiber and
textile art exhibit and at the
Craft Museum of Finland.

2012

Michael Roehr (M.Arch) received
the AIA Minnesota 2015 Emerging
Talent of the Year Award .

·social Disruptions: WYSI•
WE, What You See Is What
Emerged." a visual essay
by Jessica Barness (M.F.A.
Graphic Design) was published
In Visual Communication.

1967
Dale Mulfinger (B. Arch) was the
recipient of the AIA Minnesota 2015
Architect of Distinction Award.

1979
Jody Martinez (B.l.A.) was
named a 2015 ASLA Fellow.

1981
HGA A rchitects and Engineers
hired Daniel Becker (M.A rch) as
associate vice president and senior
project manager for its Healthcare
Practice Group in Milwaukee.
AIA Minnesota elevated Rosemary
M cMonigal (B.Arch & B.E.D.)
to its College of Fellows.

1982
The University of Minnesota's
Capital Planning and Project
Management hired Marc Partridge
(B.A. Arch '79. M.Arch) for a new
role: manager of design. Read an
interview with Partridge on page 13.

1983
Target Field Station. designed
by Peter Cavaluzzi (B.A rch)
of Perkins Eastman received
the AI A 2015 Honor Award for
Regional and Urban Design.

IN MEMORIAM
Don Wexler (B.A rch '50)
Read abo ut Wexler's career and
Influence at z.umn.edu/emgf15q
Pauline Strenglis Bagatelas
(B.S. Home Economics '54)
Lawrence Robbins (M.Arch '66)
Margot Siegel, longtime friend and
donor to the Goldstein Museum of
Design, passed away on February
24 at age 91. Siegel graduated
from the University of Minnesota
In 1944 w ith a B.A. in journalism
and advertising, and j umped into a
prolific career as j ournalist, publicist,
author. columnist, and real estate
entrepreneur. A lifelong fashion

Beth Jacob (B.S. Retail
Merchandising) joined software
company SPS Commerce as
chief customer success officer.
Todd Wichman (B.L.A.) joined
the Community Development
Team at Staniec.

2001
Karin Giefer (B.S. A rch) was
promoted to associate principal
at Arup In New York City, where
she is a sustainability consultant

2002
Melissa Christenson Ekman (B.A.
Arch) won the AIA Minnesota
Young A rchitects Award.

2004
VSBA Architects and Planners
welcomed new partner
David Hatton (B.Arch), who
will lead marketing and
business development.

1988
Janet Hethorn (Ph.D. DHA) is
the nex1 dean of the College of
Communication and Fine Arts at
Central Michigan University.

1989
Bruce Chamberlain (B.LA.) became
the first Minneapolis Parks Fellow at
the Minneapolis Parks Foundation.

1990
HGA A rchitects and Engineers
hired Christine Lahr (B.A. Arch)
as proj ect architect In their
Rochester. Minnesota office.

enthusiast and expert. Siege l
became involved with the Goldstein
Museum of Design In the late '70s.
She went on to found the Friends
of the Goldst ein and played a key
role In supporting the museum's
service and outreach mission. Her
dedication to the Goldste in, and
the University was recognized
with an A lumni Service Award in

Logan Gerken (B.S. Arch) joined
Mo rtenson Co. as d irector of proj ect
development in their sports group.

2006
R.S.S. Stewart (B.I.S. Arch)
published Designing a Campus
far African•American Females:
The Notional Training School for
Women and Girls 1907-1964.

2014
Satavee Kijsanayotin (B.S.
A rch). Ben Novacinski (B.S.
A rch), Hannah Mayer (B.S. A rch).
Haydar Baydoun (B.S. A rch).
Mingxi Ye (B.A. Arch), and Zhifei
Chen (B.D.A.) won Editor's Choice
in the 2015 eVolo International
Skyscraper Competition for their
design Diffused Boundaries.

2015
Sarah Kendzior (B.S. Retail
Merchandising) was announced
the w inner of the 2015
National Retail Federation Nex1
Generation Scholarship.

Caitlin Dippo (B.D.A.) w as
awarded a Katherine E.
Rebecca Celis (M.A rch) won the AIA Sullivan Scholarship to st udy
Minnesota Young Architects Award. urban planning and desig n at
the Royal Danish Academy
2007
of Fine A rts In Copenhagen.
Nat Madson (B.S. A rch '04,
Read an interview w ith Caitlin
M.A rch) was named the 2015 Ralph at z.umn.edu/ emgf15p.
Rapson Traveling Study Fellow.

2010
Michael Keenan (B.E.D. '08, M.L.A.)
and Sam Geer (M.L.AJM.U.R.P.)
published The Lake Minnetonka
Guide to Shoreline Gardens.

2008, and she funded the annual
Margot Siegel Design Award:
Ce lebrating Innovation in 2012.
Ann Birt (B.S. Home Economics
'56) passed away on June 9 , 2015.
She will be remembered for her
positive ene rgy, generosity, and
love of travel, art, and design. Birt
graduated from the College of
Home Economics with a focus in
interior design. After a decade
abroad In Milan and Tokyo, she
founded Ann Birt Interiors in 1974
and q uickly became an energetic
leader, donor. and advocate for
art and design throughout the
region. In addition to running a
small business, she was actively
involved at the American Swedish

Institute, the Minneapolis Institute
of Art. and the College of Design.
A leader through service, Birt was
known for her "friend-raising:"
building awareness of the College
of Design, taking every opportunity
to engage her many contacts,
and inspiring others to serve the
University and its students.
COLLEGE O F D ESIGN FALL 2 0 15
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Peter Truax (Landscape Architecture) won a Walter H. Judd Fellowship to
study WW1 battlefields and memorials In Belgium this summer.

The U.S. Department of Education awarded Luke Nichols (Landscape
Architecture) a Foreign Language and Area Studies fellowship to study
Mandarin Chinese in Shanghai.
AIGA UMN's golf hole design Wonderwall will be built this summer at Can
Can Wonderland, a new artist-designed mini golf course in St Paul.
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Erin Keeffer (Pre-Graphic Design) and Kayla Nelson (Pre-Architecture)
both documented their transition into life at the U for the 2014-15
Orientation and First-Year Programs First-Year Photo Project Abby
Erickson (Graphic Design) designed the exhibition gallery.
Graduate students Keshika DeSaram (Architecture) and Alex Thill
(Landscape Architecture) designed pollinator-attracting community
gardens for Crow Wing County Master Gardeners and Teen Challenge In
Brainerd, Minnesota.

0

facebook.com/uofmdeslgn

O

@uofmdesign

i:i

lnstagram/umndeslgn

LOCAL BREWERIES

To the Next
· Generation
of Design

TAP IN
Product Design lecturer Sarah Sheber's Product Form
and Model Making class critiqued their final projects
at the bar. Using the DigiFablab and model shop in
Rapson Hall, her students designed beer tap handles
for Fair State Brewing Cooperative, Excelsior Brewing
Company, and Mighty Axe Hops.
When planning the assignment, Sherber saw the
chance for students to create a fun and functional
design within a client's physical and aesthetic
constraints. To succeed, the class needed to give up
creative control, learn each brewery's specific goals
and requests for the design, and deliver. Sherber
explained that the partners' favorite handles "nailed
the brand personalities combined with an element
of novelty.·

Our 2015 graduutes srared photos, sketches, and re'lderings
of their final projects. See then-- all -,t z. umn.edu/emgf15r

The assignment challenged students to build a product
that would stand up to years of use. Sheber noted that
·many things that students create need only function
for the duration of their review. If the glue breaks down
or the paint chips off. it doesn't matter so long as the
review is over." But these tap handles will have to hold
up under wear and tear In Twin Cities bars.
Eric Sannerud, CEO of Mighty Axe, will use student
designs to market his hops. Jason Vander Wielen
(Architecture} is hand crafting a set of tap handles for
Mighty Axe's next limited edition release this fall at
Excelsior Brewing. z.umn.edu/emgf15s

Students for Design Activism created and planted a landscape emphasizinvg
native plants along the 6th Avenue Greenway between the East River Road
and the Stone Arch Bridge.

Ph.D candidate Deborah Mitchell (Housing Studies) received an Internship
Award from the University of Minnesota Graduate School to intern this summer
at Housing Opportunities Made Equitable (HOMECo).

design.umn.edu
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An exhibition at the Minneapolis Institute of Art gave
museum-goers a glimpse into Leonardo da Vinci's creative
process through one of his notebooks-the Codex Leicester.
Designer. engineer, professor, and avid sketcher Barry
Kudrowitz (Product Design) guest-curated a room showing
how modern-day da Vincis document their ideas.
We sat down with Kudrowitz to hear his thoughts on
sketching, creativity, and what Leonardo da Vinci would
do if he were alive today.
What was your role in putting together the
Codex Leicester and the Creative Mind?
I helped collect drawings and prototypes from Scott Olson,
the founder of Rollerblade, Rowbike, and Skyride. It was
challenging to collect the materials. Some people don't
sketch by hand, or if they do they don't keep old sketches.

Sketches don't seem as valuable as rendered drawings or
prototypes. But there are advantages to unfinished doodles.
They allow you to share your ideas without implying that
you've found the solution or design. Sketching is like talking
to yourself, your pen markings can inspire you to think of
different things.
Do you think there's still a place for
sketching in an increasingly digital world?
There's something powerful about taking an idea from
your head and using your hand as a tool to create It. New
technology is bringing us closer to doing it digitally, but a
computer puts an extra step between your idea and reality.

Notebooks are so Important because they give you a chance
to have that inner dialogue and keep all your ideas all 1n one
place. I think that might be why designers have a reputation
for being creative: they sketch out ideas regularly, and that

Barry Kudrowitz (Product Design)
wrote a chapter about toy design
In the recently released Designing
for Emerging Technologies .
Caren M artin (Interior Design)
joined the board of directors
overseeing the development and
administration of the National
Council for Interior Design
Qualification Examination.
Chris Schlichting (Student
Services) choreographed Stripe
Tease for the Walker Art Center
and received a 2015 McKnight
Choreographer Fellowship.
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Blaine Browne ll (Architecture)
wrote an essay published in
Designed for the Future.

John Koepke and Chris Carlson
(both Landscape Architecture)
received an ALSA-MN merit
award for Mined Land: A Short
Field, Mesabi Iron Range.
Amanda Smoot and Marilyn
Bruin (both Housing Studies)
presented ·senior Housing:
Critical Perspectives of Residents,
Developer. and Architects" at
Housing-A Critical Perspective
conference in Liverpool, England.

The School of Architecture's
Centennial Chromograph
received the AIA National
2015 Small Project Award.

The Journal of Interior Design
published "The Influence of
Indigenous Forms. Art. and
Symbols on Sacred Spaces:
A Study of Two Catholic
Churches in Nigeria" by Abi
Asojo (Interior Design).
Functional Clothing Design:
From Sportswear to
Spacesuits. coauthored by
Lucy Dunne, was published.

simple act of sketching 1s a creative thinking process. They
are constantly talking to themselves about ideas and iterating
on thoughts to themselves
What would da Vinci study if he were alive today?
In the Renaissance, the great engineers were also artists,
businesspeople, and humanitarians. To construct a building,
the engineer required a wide variety of skills including strong
visualization skills. Today. higher education has separated out
the roles of the engineer from the roles of the artist, designer,
or businessperson. Engineers are trained in mainly left brain
skills related to physical sciences and math whereas the
right brain skills related to the arts and humanities are less
emphasized.

Da Vinci was clearly talented in the arts, math, and sciences.
He was a polymath. Given today's educational routes.
he probably would choose between industrial design,
architecture, or mechanical. There aren't very many
programs today that truly combine art, science, humanities
and design to support and train polymaths; which is why the
College of Design is creating a "da V inci degree."
This program. tentatively a B.S. in product design, would
be a creative, interdisciplinary major that blends elements
of engineering, industrial design, business, and humanities.
Combining these disciplines would allow students to design
desirable products and services that are also functional.
marketable, and human-centered.
Engineering and science programs are strong at producing
invention and discovery. but innovation will require
something more. Innovation 1s about applying new ideas
to add value to the world. To Innovate, one needs to
understand science and technology, but also people, the
market, and design.

James Boyd Brent (Graphic
Design) organized and curated
an international portfolio of
prints- Sphere of Existencewhich was on display in the
James Ford Bell Library.

Blaine Brownell and M arc
Swackhamer published
Hypernatural: Architecture ·s
New Relationship with Nature.
Read ARCHITECT Magazine's
review at z.umn.edu/emgf15t

Renee Cheng (Architecture)
reviewed case studies of
high-performing buildings in
the new research publication
"Integration at its Finest: Success
in High-Performance Building
Design and Project Delivery
in the Federal Sector."

Greg Donofrio (Architecture).
Lucy Dunne (Apparel Design).
Barry Kudrowitz (Product
Design), and M att Tucker
(Landscape Architecture) received
collaborative grants from the
Institute for Advanced Study.

0

facebook.com/ uofmdesign

The Journal of Planning Literature
published "The Built Environment
and Actual Causes of Death,"
coauthored by Tom Fisher
(Metropolitan Design Center).

O

Tasoulla Hadjiyanni (Interior
Design) received IDEA Multicultural
Research Awards funding for
"Promoting Health and Quality
of Life Through Smartphone
Apps in Asian Immigrant
Breast Cancer Survivors."
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For a full listing of College of Design events
this fall, visit design.umn.edu/calendar.

Retail Connect:
Guest Empathy in the
Omni-Channel Evolution
October 28, 6:30-8:30 PM
McNamara Alumni Center
Students $10.
FREE to retail professionals
z.umn.edu/retai lconnect15
Featuring Target Co.'s Amanda Nusz. vice present general
merchandise manager of baby essentials/ hardgoods/
newborn and kids apparel, and Nadine Steklenski, design
director for apparel.

Cities for All:
The Role of Parks & Open Spaces
September 17, 7 PM
Capri Theatre. Minneapolis
z.umn.edu/citiesforall

,re
11

Minneapolis Parks Foundation's Next Generation of Parks'·
Lecture Serles, in collaboration with the Department
of Landscape Architecture, invites design thought
leaders and innovators to showcase exciting new park
designations and explore issues affecting our region. This
fall's speaker will be Gil Penalosa, founder and chai r of the
board at Toronto's 8 to 80 Cities.
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Dirty Laundry:
Delivering the Dirt on Design
November 19, 7 PM
Best Buy Theater, Northrop Aud itorium
design.umn.edu/dirtylaundry

Listen in as design professionals reveal their best and wors
experiences working in the world of design and share ca re
takes with a humorous spin. Prepare yourself for one juicy
night of design gossip!

..J

America's Monsters,
Superheroes, and Villains
October 10-January 2
Goldstein Museum of Design
goldstein.design.umn.edu

Sketch Off!
An lmprov Concept Sketching Battle
December 8, 7 PM
Coffman Memorial Union Theater
z.u mn.edu/sketchoff2015

American culture from 1950 to 1980 was defined by cha nge,
and toys reflected the hopes and anxieties. Featuring over
250 original toys and artifacts. this exhibition is sure to spark
memories for the young at heart.

Join us for Sketch Off!. an improv concept sketching battle.
where design professionals and students rapidly visualize
wild product ideas with suggestions from the audience.
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