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COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Class of20n

Dear Members of the Class of 2011,
As you begin your education at the University of Minnesota, I invite
you to experience the best the College of Liberal Arts has to offersuperlative teaching, challenging and enriching classes, discovery
through research, extraordinary academic and career development
opportunities, exciting intellectual adventures ... all told, a firstyear University experience that is unsurpassed.
Freshman seminars are just the beginning of that experience. In
these seminars, you will be moved to look at the world in new ways .
You will be intrigued, tantalized, provoked, and inspired. You will
think and work hard. You will wrestle with issues and ideas, question assumptions, stretch your imagination. And you will, I hope,
make new friends, laugh, and have fun.
My wish is that your University of Minnesota education will bring you
much personal and intellectual enrichment - and joy.
Best wishes,

Steven Rosenstone
Dean, College of Liberal Arts

Freshman Seminars by Department
African American and African Studies ..................................... ... .................................................... .... 6
American Studies .............................................................................................................................. 6
Anthropology ................................................................................................................................. 7-8
Art ........... ....... ...... .................................................................. ... .................................................... 8-9
Art History ................................................................................. ................................... ...... ........ ... . 10
Asian Languages and Literatures ................................................................... ........... ... .... .......... 10-11
Chicano Studies ....................................................................................................... ..................... . 11
Classical and Near Eastern Studies ............................................. ..... ....... ................. ...................... 12
College of Liberal Arts ................................................... .............................. ............................... 12-13
Communication Studies .... .................. ...................................................................................... 14-15
Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature .................................... ........... .. .................................. 16
Economics ...................................................................................................................... .... ....... 17-18
English ....................... ........................................... .......................... .,....................................... ...... 19
French and Italian .............. ......................... ... ........... .... ............... ....... ............. ............... ................ 20
Gender, Women. and Sexuality Studies .......... .............................. .... ,.............................................. 20
Geography ................................................................................................................................ .. .... 21
German, Scandinavian, and Dutch .......................................................... .. ....... ..................... ......... 35
Global Studies ........................................ .... ... ............... ..................... ............... .............. ................ 22
History ......... ..................................... ........................ .... ......... ................. ......... ............................... 23
Humanities ............................................................................ ................. ........................................ 23
Linguistics, ESL, and Slavic Languages and Literatures ................................................................... 38
Music ........................................................................... ....................... ... ......... .......................... 24-26
Philosophy ........................................... .... ............................................................................... ... 27-28
Political Science ............................................ ......................................... ................................... 29-30
Psychology .... .. ......... .. .. .............................. ... ............... ............... ................................... ...........32-34
Sociology .............. .................................. ....................... ... ..... ................. .... .. ... ......................... ...... 36
Spanish and Portuguese Studies .............................................................................................. 31, 36
Theatre Arts and Dance .............................................................................................................37-38
Writing Studies ........ ..................................................... ....... .. .................... ...... ............... ....... ... ,..... 39

t
Freshman Seminars 2oor2008

• ,:---------- - - - - - - - -- -- -- -- - -- - - - - - - - --....:==
Seminars by Interest Area
Arts & Entertainment
AFRO
ARTS
ARTS
ARTS
ARTH
MUS
MUS
MUS
MUS
MUS
TH
TH

1902
1905
1905
1905
1907W
1905
1905
1905
1910W
1905
1905
1911W

Your Television Will be Colorized : Black TV Comics'
Riffs on Race .. .. .. ....... ....... .. .... ... ..... ..... . ..... . ... .. .. . .....• .. . ...•.. 6
Art in the Mix and the Making .... . .. ..... ........ . .. ... .......... ... . ... . .... . .. g
Our Lives in Image and Text ..... . ....... . ..... .......... .... .. ... .... .. .. .... . .. 8
The Arts in the Twin Cities . .. . .... ........... .. ..... ... .... . ...... . ........ .. .. .. 9
Contemporary Cinema . . .... . ...... .. . ...... . ... ...... .. .. ....... . ... ....... . ..lQ
What in the World is an Art Song?.... ... . .. ........ .. ... .... ..... ...... ..... .. 24
Music and the Sacred .... .. ... .. . ........... . ..... .. . .. .. . ... .... .. .. . .. . .... . 25
What is Chamber Music ....... .... ................. .... .......... . ... ...•. .. .. 24
Listening to Rock and Pop Music: Sounds, Forms, and Contexts ... .. ...... .. . 26
Bob Dylan ..... ...... ........... ... .... ... . ...... ..... ..... ..... .. ... ....•.. ... . 26
Exploring the Artistic and Cultural Landscape of the Twin Cities ... ... ... .•. . .. 37
Theatre with Attitude ...... .. ..... ..... . .. ... . ... . ... .. . .. .. .•. . .. ... .. ... ... .. ..38

Behavioral Sciences
CLA
ECON
PSY
PSY
PSY
PSY
PSY

1905
1905
1905
1910W
1905
1910W
1905

Ahead of the Class: Seven Secrets for Becoming Your Own Teacher. ..... ... . .12
Game Theory and Human Nature .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. ....... ....... . .. .... ... .... .18
The Truth About High-Stakes Testing ....... . .... .. ... .. .. ... . ........ .. •.• •... .32
Psychopaths and Serial Killers .. ................. .. . .. .............. ... •....• ..34
What is the Human Mind?.. .... ................ .. ... ... . ........... ... ... ... ..32
Movies and Madness: Media Portrayals of Abnormal Psychology... ... . .. ... .33
The Psychology of Eating and Body Image ..... . ......... .. ... ... ... .. •.. •.. .33

Culture & People
ALL
ALL
ANTH
ANTH
CHIC

1905
1904
1905
1907W
1902

COMM
COMM

1904
1905

FREN
HIST
SCAN

1905
1907W
1905

soc
SPAN

1902H
1905

PORT

1905

2

The Animal .... .... ........ .. .... . .. . .. . .. ... ... . ...... .. .... . .. . ... .. ... . . . . .. 11
Religion and Modern Society.......... . .. ... ... ......... .. ..... .. ..... . . .... .. 10
Endtime Conspiracy Theories .. .... ... ... ... .... ... ..... .. ..... .... . ........... .. 7
Changing Human Adaptations .... ............. .. ..... .... .. ...... ... ... .... .... .7
Social Power and Social Movements: Latinos in the
Contemporary U.S............ .... ............ .. . ...... . .. ... •.. ....... .•. .... .. 11
Communication Across Cultures ..... ....... ... .. .... ... .... .... ... ...... . ..... 14
Books, Toga Parties, Money, and Sex: The Meaning of
College in American Life ... ...... .................. ...... ..... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... ..15
Hospitalities: Hosts, Hotels, and Hospitals .... ...... ... .. .•. .... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. 20
Race and Sport ....... .... ... . ... .. ................. .... . ... .... ... .. .. .. .. ... . 23
Travel in Literature: Scandinavians Abroad and Abroad
in Scandinavia .. .... .... ... . ....... .... .. . .. .. .... . ... .. .. ..•.. ... .. ........... 35
Race, Religion, and Migration . ..... .. .. .... . ... ... . ... .... . ..... .. .. .. ........ .36
Los Revolucionarios/as: Revolutionary Thinkers from the
Spanish-Speaking World .. .. ... ..... ........ ....... ... ... , .. ..... .. ...... . ... . .36
Brazil: Land of the Future, Postponed . .. ..... ... ... .......... .. . .... .. ........ . 31
College ofLibemf ArtJ

Seminars by Interest Area, continued
Global Issues & Society

CSCL

1909W

ECON
GEOG
GLOS
PHIL
TESL

1904
1905H
1902
1905
1905

Is There a Colony in This Class? Education and Empire in
Literature, History, and Culture ...... . ..... ..... ....... .. .. .. .. ...... .. ... ... ... 16
Globalization and Trade .......... ........ ..... ........... .. . ........ ..... .•... . 17
Environmental Justice ........... . ... ............ .. ..................... ....... .21
(E)rase Me: What in the World is "Race"?........ ....... . ..... . ..... ..... .... .. 22
The Possibility of a Sustainable Society. .... ............ .. ........ ....... ..... 27
Becoming Comfortably Multilingual: What's the Best Way to Do it?.. ... •..... .38

Humanities

CLA
HUM
PHIL
PHIL

1905
1905
1905
1905

Thursdays at Four... .............. ...... ... .. .... ..... . .. . .. ... .... ... .......... 13
Utopias and Anti-Utopias ..... ......... .. .. ... .... .... ..... .... .... .. .......... .23
Socrates and Philosophy ............................ .. ....... .............. . .. .28
Fossils and Philosophy: How Do We Know About the Past?. .. .. ... .. ......... .28

Literature & Film

ANTH

1909W

COMM
CSCL
ENGL
ENGL
GWSS
WRIT

1905
1905
1905
1905
1904
1910W

Hero, Savage, or Equal: Representatives of Non-Western
People in the Movies and other Popular Med ia........ ....... ... .. .. .. ..... .. . ..8
Digital Media, Virtual Culture ...... ............................ . .. ....... .. .... 15
What is a Poem?..... ............. ..... ........................ ......... ... .. ... 16
Fiction, Film, and Video from Emerging Nations ....... ....... .. .. ....... .. .... .19
American Street Modernisms: Pulpy, Populist, Proletarian ..... .... ........ .. .. .19
Stories and Struggles: Narratives in Social Change ...... .... .... ... .... ..... .. 20
From Fashion to Fashioning a World : American Magazines as
Cultural Objects . ................................... .. .......... .. .. . .... .. .. ... .39

Politics & Government

AMST
CNES
ECON
ECON
POL
POL

1905
1905
1905
1905
1903H
1904

U.S. - Mexico Border .............. ...... ............. .... ...... . .... ... .. ... ..... 6
Memorials and the Politics of Memory.... .. .......... .. ... .... . .. ... ..... .....12
Government. ............................................... ... .... . .... ....... ..17
The Limits of Markets and the Limits of Governments .. ... ............ .. .. ....18
Exploring Constitutional Meaning. . ... . .... .. . .. .... . . .. .... .... .. . ... . ....... .29
Welfare Queens, Sick Kids, and Aging Boomers: Socia l
Policy in the United States and Europe ................. ...................... .30

Freshman Seminars 2oor2008

Seminars by Liberal Education Requirements
Citizenship and Public Ethics
POL

1903H

Exploring Constitutional Meaning .. ... .... . .. .. ... .. .. ..... .. .. ..... .. .. .. .. ... 29

Cultural Diversity
AFRO
ARTH
GLOS
HIST

soc

1902
1907W
1902
1907W
1902H

Your Television will be Colorized: Black TV Comics' Riffs on Race .. .. .. . ... .. . . :6
Contemporary Cinema ........................................... .. ... . ... .. .. 10
(E)rase Me: What in the World is "Race"? ........................ . ... .. . .. . .. • 22
Race and Sport .................................. . ...... .. ....... . .. .... . .. ... .23
Race, Religion, and Migration .................... . ....... . ........ .. .... ... .. .. 36

Environment
ANTH

1907W

Changing Human Adaptations . .... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ... . .... . .. .. .. ... .. .. .7

International Perspectives
ANTH

1909W

ALL
COMM
CSCL

1904
1904
1909W

ECON
GWSS
POL

1904
1904
1904

Hero, Savage or Equal: Non-Western Peoples in the Movies and
Other Popular Media ...................................................... .. . . . 8
Religion and Modern Society ......................... . ....... ... ..... ... .. .. .. .10
Communication across Cultures ...................................... .. .. ..... 14
Is There a Colony in this Class? Education and Empire in Literature,
History, and Culture ................................................... .. .. .. .. . 16
Globalization and Trade .............................................. ... ... .. .. 17
Stories and Struggles: Narratives in Social Change ................. . .. ... . . . .20
Welfare Queens, Sick Kids, and Aging Boomers:
Social Policy in the United States and Europe ........ .. . .... .. ....... . .. .. ... 30

Writing Intensive
ANTH
ANTH

1907W
1909W

Changing Human Adaptations ......................................... .. .. .. . . .. 7
Hero, Savage or Equal: Non-Western Peoples in the Movies and

ARTH
CSCL

1907W
1909W

Other Popular Media .................................................... .. .. .... .8
Contemporary Cinema ................................................. ... .... . 10
Is There a Colony in this Class? Education and Empire in Literature,
History, and Culture ................................................... .. ... .. .. 16

HIST
MUS
PSY
PSY
TH
WRIT

1907W
1910W
1910W
1910W
1911W
1910W

Race and Sport ..................................................... . . .. .. .. . .. 23
Listening to Rock & Pop Music: Sounds, Forms, and Contexts ....... . ..... . . 26
Movies and Madness: Media Portrayals of Abnormal Psychology .... ....... ..33
Psychopaths and Serial Killers ........................................ .. . ... . ..34Theatre with Attitude .................................................. .. .... ... 38
From Fashion to Fashioning a World: Magazines as Cultural Objects . .. ..... . 39

4

College ofLibera{ A11s

How to Read the Freshman Seminar Booklet

- - - - - - - SeminarTltle
Instructor &
Department

Race, Religion, and Migration
~

"'- Elizabeth Boyle, Sociology
Course Designator &

Term Offered

~
Liberal
Education - -Requirement

~ Registration Number
Fall2007
SOC 1902H, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Cultural Diversity
TuTh, 11:15 - 12:30 p.m.
Day(s) & Time(s) Offered
Twin Cities East Bank

Location - - - - - 55858
20 seat(s) reserved for honors undergrad student

~ Reserved Section

Seminar
Description

Instructor
Biography

How do race and religion bring people togel~er,
and how do they set people apart? What role
do these characteristics play in the reception
individuals receive when they migrate from one
country to another? How are societies changed,
culturally and economically, by new migrant
communities? In this seminar, we will begin with
a brief history of global migrations, categories
of migrants, and how migration has changed in
the United States. We will then focus on these
questions. The seminar will conclude with questions of how and why countries (or international
organizations) adopt particular policies relating to
migration.Throughout the seminar, we will draw
frequently on current events to illustrate or contest
established understandings of migration.
Professor Elizabeth Boyle studies migration and
the expansion of rights in the global system. She
is currently working on a comparison of views
toward Islam in Europe and the United States.
She really liked Dirty Pretty Things, a British movie
about immigrants living on the edge.
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Your Television Will Be Colorized:
Black TV Comics' Riffs on Race

Boomtowns and Borderlands: Life on
the U.S.-Mexico Border

Walt Jacobs, African American &
African Studies

Bianet Castellanos, American
Studies

Fall 2007
AFRO 1902, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Cultural Diversity
TuTh, 2:30 - 3:45 p.m.
Twin Cities West Bank
47531

Spring 2008
AMST 1905, Section 001
3 credits
MW, 1:25 - 2:40 p.m.
Twin Cities East Bank
90641

In this seminar students will learn to identify
and decode racial critiques of American society
found in lV shows featuring African American
comics. From the overt commentary offered
in sketch comedy shows such as Chappel/e's
Show and In Living Color, to the more subtle
discourse of a situation comedy like The Cosby
Show, African American comics have a long
history of using television as a stage to address the continuing significance of race in the
United States. We will explore both historical
and contemporary uses of humor to explain
and reorganize our understandings of American
racial dynamics. Using a variety of cultural
studies methods and online technologies (including biogs, podcasts, and WebCT). students
will develop "critical media literacy"-the ability
to be rigorously analytical about the information and understandings we draw from the
mass media-without diminishng the pleasure
gained. For the seminar's final project, students
will create, perform, and analyze comedic skits.
Professor Walt Jacobs is the author of Speaking the Lower Frequencies: Students and
Media Literacy, which examines how students
use popular culture to form critical understandings of their social world.
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Why have more than 2,000 people died
crossing the U.S.-Mexico border in the past
decade? Why have Americans spent more
than $20 billion to patrol this border, but only
half this amount to patrol the U.S.-Canadian
border? This seminar is an introduction to the
contemporary issues and problems of the U.S.Mexico border region. Students will learn about
the lives of the people who reside on both
sides of this thousand-mile fence and consider
questions such as: How are borders produced
historically, politically, and geographically? How
do they change over time? What is the impact
of globalization on the border? We will examine
issues of: the growth of the border patrol, the
disappearance and murder of women in the
Mexican border town of Juarez, the struggles
for environmental and social justice in border
boomtowns, and the emergence of free trade
agreements. Through a study of music, art,
and film, we will learn about the new forms of
artistic and cultural expression that result from
the mixing of U.S. and Mexican cultures.
Professor Bianet Castellanos has worked with
Mayan communities in Mexico for over fifteen
years. Trained as an anthropologist, she focuses
her research on internal and international
migration, indigenous communities, and tourism
development. Before moving to Minneapolis,
she lived along the U.S.-Mexico border in the
city of San Diego.
College ofLiberal Arts

Endtime Conspiracy Theories

Changing Human Adaptations

Hoon Song, Anthropology

Martha Tappen, Anthropology

Fall 2007
ANTH 1905, Section 001
3 credits
Thursday, 9:05 - 11:30 a.m.
Hubert H. Humphrey Center 389
55938

Spring 2008
ANTH 1907W, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Environment & Writing Intensive
Tuesday, 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.
Blegen Hall 430

This seminar begins with the brief history of
how the modern notion of time-space came
about. Exactly what kind of 'coherence' did it
facilitate in human affairs?

In this seminar we will explore the evidence
and scientific methods for studying human
evolution, and look at how humans, like other
mammals, are adapted to the environment.
We will emphasize behavioral reconstruction, functional anatomy and physiology, and
past and present human adaptations to the
environment, the influence of climate change
on the origin of Homo, our own impact on the
planet, and the peopling of the globe and
global warming.

What does our notion of time have to do with
how we distinguish 'occult' beliefs from those of
the 'mainstream'? The modern idea of time has
instituted a permeating and everyday sense of
coherence to people's lives across the globe.
As its dominance came to be challenged-part
of the reason we call our age 'post-modern'alternative regimes of coherence, both new
and traditional, began to proliferate around the
globe, including witchcraft, magic, apocalyptic
militia movements, and millennial cults.
We will examine alternative views in the West
that reconceptualized the individual-collective
relationship in modern societies.
Professor Hoon Song has done fieldwork
among people who were believed to hold
white-supremacist views and has emerged
from it very confused, but passionately so.
Confused because people's lives observed in
proximity often defy labeling, let alone moral
judgment. Passionate because such a 'confusion: he has belatedly realized, is the very stuff
of ethnography's passion . Professor Song's
explorations have led to an ongoing analysis
and critique of the liberal premises that underlie such labeling and that are at the core of our
educational system .
Freshman Seminars 20or2008

Professor Martha Tappen's interests lie in
the reconstruction of early human behavior, especially from the time of the earliest
archeological record. She has worked in the
Congo, Ethiopia and South Africa, and in
recent years has concentrated her work on the
earliest site found outside of Africa, Dmanisi,
in the Republic of Georgia, studying the fossil
mammals from the site. ProfessorTappen
teaches courses on human evolution and the
interpretation of ancient bones.
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Hero, Savage or Equal: Non-western
People in the Movies and Other
Popular Media
David Lipset, Anthropology
Fall 2007
ANTH 1909W, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: International Perspectives & Writing
Intensive
Tuesday, 9:45 - 12:00 p.m.
Twin Cities West Bank
41489
In this seminar, we will explore images of nonWestern peoples and cultures as they have appeared in the movies and other popular media,
and examine how these images changed over
the course of the 20th century. We will begin by
looking at the representation of non-Western
peoples in National Geographic magazine and
discussing how these representations reflect
identity. We will view and analyze films such as
Whale Rider, Smoke Signals, and Rashomon,
and examine the representations of nonWestern peoples by Hollywood as well as by
indigenous films.
David Lipset is a cultural anthropologist whose
fieldwork is based in Papua, New Guinea. One
of his central interests is the way in which nonWestern peoples are portrayed in the mass media.
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Our Lives in Image and Text
Joyce Lyon, Art
Fall 2007
ARTS 1905, Section 001
3 credits
Wednesday, 1:25 - 4:25 p.m.
Regis Center for Art W240
32711
Making sense of our life's journey is an ongoing challenge that calls upon all our resources.
Verbal language draws on certain ways of
knowing, visual language on others. Combining these languages enriches the possibilities
for exploration and expression. Through study
of the work of artists for whom the interaction of image and text has been important
and through reading, writing, art making, and
discussion, we will attempt to become more
attentive to our own journey and to the ways in
which content, language, and form interact.
Initially, our focus will be on generating images
(gathering from existing sources, photocopying/scanning, creating by hand, or using other
methods), on free-writing exercises, and on
the selection and development of chosen
material and sources. Group exercises will
explore image/text collages and simple artists'
books. Field trips to the Minnesota Center
for Book Arts and the artists' book collection
at the Minneapolis College of Art and Design
will set the stage for a larger project of the
student's choice. The emphasis throughout will
be interdisciplinary. No specific art or writing
experience is expected (although curiosity
about both is desired); students interested in
all disciplines are welcome.
Professor Joyce Lyon is an artist and awardwinning teacher who specializes in drawing,
painting, image and text. She is especially
interested in the significance of place and
landscape, art and the Holocaust.
College ofLiberal Arts
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The Arts in the Twin Cities

Art in the Mix and the Making

Thomas Rose, Art

Diane Willow, Art

Fall 2007
ARTS 1905, Section 002
3 credits
Wednesday, 9:05 - 12:05 p.m.
Regis Center for Art W257
42669

Fall 2007
ARTS 1905, Section 003
3 credits
Tuesday, 1:25 - 4:25 p.m.
Regis Center for Art W123
46609

In this seminar, we will take an excursion into
the vibrant and diverse visual art scene in the
Twin Cities. We will visit museums, galleries,
and non-profit venues and meet local artists.
Through field trips, slides, lectures, and discussions, students will learn about visual language,
explore contemporary issues in art, and examine the role of artists in society.

This seminar explores some of the ideas and
processes of contemporary artists whose artwork crosses boundaries into other disciplines.
We will focus on artists whose work brings
them into dialogue with scientific ideas and
ecological processes, new media theories and
cultural perspectives, architectural experiments
and design innovations. We will directly experience some of the ways that artists mix and
make content through innovative use of multimedia and the Web, mapping processes in
geography, approaches to healing in medicine,
and new materials in architecture and design.
Through a series of readings and small group
discussions, visits by guest artists, and field
trips to local cultural sites, we will expand our
conceptions of the ways that artists' engagement in interdisciplinary dialogues becomes
both the content and process of contemporary art.

Professor Thomas Rose is a visual and conceptual artist with particular interests in architecture, dance, public art, and sculpture. His book
Where Do We Start?-part of a larger project
called "School Stories"-is an accordion-bound
collection of multi-directional and overlapping
pages that creates a kinetic interplay of grade
school experience. The title of this collaborative
work (with Bryant Griffith) refers to how we all
enter the system of education, an institution
and a process.

Professor Diane Willow is a multi-modal artist.
Her public installations, interactive environments, and evocative objects involve media as
eclectic as bioluminescent algae, embedded
computers, found sound, and time-lapsed
video. Working at the intersection of art, science, and technology, she experiments with hybrid media to explore the dynamics of nature,
technology and community. She is currently
planning a symposium, Wonder Woman: Art &
Technology 1968-2008.
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Contemporary Cinema

Religion and Modern Society

Robert Silberman, Art History

Guriqbal Sahota, Asian Languages
and Literatures

Fall 2007
ARTH 1907W, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Cultural Diversity & Writing Intensive
Tuesday, 12:45 - 3:15 p.m.
Twin Cities East Bank
56176
In this seminar we will explore the full range of
contemporary cinema, including large-budget
studio films and low-budget indies, fiction films
and documentaries, live action and animation,
films from the U.S. and films from around the
world. We will examine the shifting relationship between the cinema as a theatrical form
and other forms of media culture including
television and the Internet. We will consider
individual films from a variety of perspectives:
economic, social, political, aesthetic. The academic study of contemporary cinema-including the readings, classroom discussions and
written assignments-should enhance not only
our understanding of film but also our enjoyment of the experience of movie watching. To
this end, the seminar may well involve considerable consumption of popcorn and movie candy
along with the film theory and cultural criticism.
Professor Silberman has taught and written
about contemporary cinema for many years.
He is especially concerned with the political
and social aspects of film, but his interests are
eclectic. He has written about contemporary
directors from Sweden, the Philippines, and
Japan, as well as the United States, and can
be as fascinated by the stylistic twists and
turns of an avant-garde animated short as by
the politics concealed within a major
Hollywood blockbuster.

IO

Fall 2007
ALL 1904, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: International Perspectives
TuTh, 2:30 - 3:45 p.m.
Folwell Hall 108
56202
The rise of science, rationality, and liberal-secularism in Western Europe presented several
challenges to existing religious orders over
the late 18th and 19th centuries. Yet religious
conceptions of transcendence were reinvented
and assimilated to the new conditions, whether
in traditional or in new and unrecognizable
guises. In the colonial world, the subordination of traditional societies to the dictates of
imperial capitalism pushed writers and thinkers
toward a reformulation of the principles of their
religious belief. This seminar looks at the different ways in which religion became modern
in different parts of the imperial world. We will
study how Enlightenment thinkers conflicted
with the Church, how the status of old models
of authority in the colonial world was shaken,
and how religious thinking and being were
revived and made a feature of modern politics
and society.
Bali Sahota works on the relationship between
the world of literature and the arena of politics
in twentieth century Indian society. His interests
center on the rise of modern forms of conservatism and revolutionary thinking, especially as
these marked the end of the imperial period.
His education has included training in photography, literary journalism, translation, and much
travel around the world.

College ofLiberal Arts
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The Animal
Christine Marran, Asian Languages
and Literatures
Fall 2007
ALL 1905, Section 001
3 credits
Monday, 3:35 - 4:25 p.m.
Folwell Hall 16
Film screenings
Wednesday, 3:35 - 5:30 p.m.
Folwell Hall 208
37195
Recently the animal has come into focus as a
subject of intellectually varied and stimulating
scholarly attention in the humanities. It is, in
a sense, a time of the animal. But it is also a
time for the animal-a time of unprecedented
extinctions and of once unimaginable abuses
(witness the recent growth of a factory-farming
system likened by some to Nazi concentration
camps). In this seminar, we will follow the turn
to the animal, asking along the way some fundamental questions: What is an animal? What
makes the difference between the human and
the animal? What constitutes human ethical
treatment of animals? How have philosophers
engaged the animal and to what ends? And
finally, how has the animal been understood
differently over time? Pursuing such questions, we will read a variety of material (novels,
newspapers, philosophy), watch various films
(Grizzly Man, Balthazar, The Eel, The Cow), and
possibly take fieldtrips to sites of humananimal interaction.
Professor Christine Marran's very eclectic
interests are in early Meiji writing, especially
newspapers and gesaku literature; gender and
representation in Japanese fiction, especially
by women writers; Japanese and Asian film;
Japanese popular culture from the 1870s to
the present; ecocriticism; and animal rights.
Freshman Seminars 2oor2008

Social Power and Social Movements:
Latinos in the Contemporary U.S.
Richard E. Martinez, Chicano Studies
Fall 2007
CHIC 1902, Section 001
3 credits
TuTh, 9:45 - 11:00 a.m.
Nicholson Hall 355
48743
4 seats reserved for SEAM; 11 seats reserved
for CASA Sol Cultural House
Latinos have long been part of U.S. society, but
over the past 15 years, we've seen this group
grow exponentially, causing an unprecedented
demographic shift. Due in large part to immigration and birthrate, the Latino population grew
86%. In 2000, Latinos officially became the
nation's largest ethnic group, and numbers continue to climb. No longer concentrated in the
Southwest, Latinos are literally and figuratively
a national minority.
If you investigate U.S. Latino history, one persistent theme emerges: Latinos have been kicked
around pretty hard. But they haven't taken it
sitting down. In fact, fighting back is also a
historical theme of the Latino experience. In this
seminar, we will bring theories of social power
and social movements to our investigation of
how Latinos have fought back.
Professor Martinez's research and teaching in
Chicano Studies focuses on immigration and
the sociological causes of group hostility. He
is known for challenging students to think for
themselves and to never accept uncritically
what they are told to think, especially by authority. Foreign policy is his hobby; and he enjoys
reading a dozen foreign newspapers each day.

II

Memory and Commemeration: the
History and Politics
Andrea Berlin, Classical & Near
Eastern Studies
Spring 2008
CNES 1905, Section 001
3 credits
Wednesday, 1:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Nicholson Hall 315
90415
What do the Vietnam War, the AIDS epidemic,
and Franklin Delano Roosevelt have in common? All are (or have been) commemorated
by physical memorials on the National Mall in
Washington, D.C. Memorials have come to be
the standard response to all manner of events
in modern America, especially large-scale
tragedies. Yet we have not always or even
regularly built national memorials-nor do we
agree on which events deserve commemoration, or indeed how to commemorate. In this
we are no different from other societies, past
or present. The ancient Greeks and Romans
also had an on-again, off-again relationship to
the idea of physical memorials. In this seminar,
we'll study the who, what, where, and why of
memorials, looking both at modern times and
at classical antiquity. We'll analyze form and
message, consider successful and unsuccessful memorials, and, most importantly, work to
understand why people build memorials when
and where they do.
Professor Berlin is an archaeologist who has
worked in Italy, Greece, Turkey, Israel, Cyprus,
and Egypt. Her research focuses on daily life
in antiquity, and she is especially interested
in studying the relationship between political
events and people's everyday lives. She is a
specialist in ancient pottery, which she can
identify and date even without putting all of the
pieces back together.
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Ahead of the Class: Seven
Secrets for Becoming Your
Own Teacher
Chris Kearns, College of Liberal Arts
Carl Brandt, Career and
Community Learning Center
Fall 2007
CLA 1905, Section 001
3 credits
TuTh, 2:30 - 3:45 p.m.
Lind Hall 320
56193
Everyone knows a good education provides a
key to a successful life. But outstanding students are not usually born that way; they learn
how to develop their skills. Everyone begins
this process with teachers, mentors, or role
models. And for some this is as far as they get
in the process of becoming excellent students.
But the most successful people go beyond
that; they don't just learn from others, they
learn how to learn and how to guide their own
development. This is where excellence begins.
The most powerful learning experiences involve
teaching. That being the case, every student in
this seminar will learn to become an excellent
student by helping someone else become a
better student. Through guided reflection on
the experience of tutoring or mentoring a middle- or high-school student, students will begin
to improve existing strategies and develop new
ones to enhance their approach to their own
education. In other words, students will learn to
help themselves by helping others.
Seminar time will be devoted to readings and
discussion about how students are taught,
how they learn, and how they communicate
and engage across racial, class, cultural, and
generational boundaries. Students will spend
at least two hours per week in a structured
College ofLiberal Arts

program working with a young person who
needs additional academic assistance. Out
of this work students will develop a personalized learning success plan that they can use
throughout their college experience and their lives.

Thursdays at Four

Chris Kearns is the assistant dean of student
services in the College of Liberal Arts. His background is in film and comparative literature,
but he finds time for kayaking and teaching
and competing in karate.

Fall 2007
CLA 1905, Section 002
3 credits
Tuesday, 4:00 - 4:50 p.m.
Nolte Center 229
Thursday, 4:00 - 5:40 p.m.
Nolte Center 225
56194

Carl Brandt is the director of the Career and
Community Learning Center in the College of
Liberal Arts and is an adjunct faculty member
in the Department of Philosophy. He teaches
in the leadership minor, leads a short-term
study abroad program called "Ethical Tolerance
in Amsterdam;· and is still teaching himself
classical piano.

Susannah Smith, Institute for
Advanced Study

If your curiosity is boundless, this seminar is
for you. Students in this seminar will survey the
best of the University's research and creative
work. Every Thursday afternoon, the Institute
for Advanced Study offers a presentation-a
lecture, film, performance-by leading scholars
and artists from around the world and within
the University. Seminar participants will attend
the Thursdays at Four series and meet on
Tuesdays to discuss the presentations, which
draw upon disciplines across the University. We
will do supplemental readings related to the
presentations and talk with presenters as their
schedules allow.
The fall 2007 Thursdays at Four series will
include a discussion between a physicist and a
philosopher of science about Einstein and relativity, a solo performance by a member of the
Minnesota Orchestra, a presentation of pathbreaking research on the role of DNA damage
in cancer and aging, a poetry performance,
and more. Check www.ias.umn.edu/thursdays.
php for the up-to-date calendar. This is the
perfect seminar to introduce you to the rich
variety of work done at the University.
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Susannah Smith is a historian, and what she
likes best about history is that it can encompass everything and anything. As managing
director of the Institute for Advanced Study, she
can exercise her curiosity about a wide set of
subjects beyond her own studies in Russian
history and music, from physics to art, animal
behavior to human psychology, archeology to
foreign policy.

Communication Across Cultures
Rosita Albert, Communication
Studies
Fall 2007
COMM 1904, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: International Perspectives
Tulll, 12:45 - 2:00 p.m.
Twin Cities East Bank
55863
Are you curious about people from other
cultures, how they see the world, and how they
act? In this seminar students will become
familiar with basic intercultural concepts and
begin to develop the skills that can facilitate
effective intercultural communication. We will
address similarities and differences among
people from specific countries and cultures
from around the world. This seminar will challenge you to think in new ways!
Professor Rosita Albert conducts research on
intercultural interactions in diverse organizational settings both within the U.S. and internationally. She also investigates the development and
evaluation of effective intercultural and diversity
programs. Her teaching focuses on the theory
and practice of intercultural communication,
cross-cultural research methods, and intercultural sensitization/training.
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Books, Toga Parties, Money, and Sex:
the Meaning of College in the USA
Ronald Greene, Communication
Studies
Fall 2007
COMM 1905, Section 001
3 credits
MWF, 9:05 - 9:55 a.m.
Twin Cities East Bank
56181
This course explores the current assumptions,
expectations, rewards, and criticisms of college
life that permeate U.S. popular culture and
political debate. Students will be introduced to
research methods suitable for the examination
of college life and will work individually and in
teams to produce research projects assessing
the meaning of college life today. Readings
and source texts will include newspapers and
magazine articles, speeches, movies, and
television shows.
Professor Ronald Greene's research focuses
on public debates and policies related to the
role and use of communication to promote the
meaning of citizenship. His current research includes projects on the use of film appreciation
courses to teach people how to watch movies
in a way to avoid "negative influences;• how to
debate ethically and the use of soap operas to
teach audiences how to be healthy.
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Digital Media, Virtual Culture
Gil Rodman, Communication
Studies
Fall 2007
COMM 1905, Section 002
3 credits
MWF, 11:15 - 12:05 p.m.
Twin Cities East Bank
56182
It's become something of a cliche to recognize
that the broad spectrum of digital media-from
laptops to cell phones, iPods to the Internet-has dramatically changed our culture.
This seminar will wrestle with the often messy
questions of just what those changes are,
whether we should welcome or fear them, and
where new developments in digital communication technologies may take us in the future.
In particular, we'll explore the cultural politics
of personal computers, portable media, "Web
2.0" services, and digital filesharing.
GIi Rodman's scholarly work encompasses
popular culture, race and ethnicity, communication technologies, and intellectual property. He
enjoys the fact that he gets to spend his days
reading, writing, thinking, and talking about
subjects that are both fun and important. He
also spends more time online every day than
he spends sleeping.

IS

What Is APoem?
Cesare Casarino, Cultural Studies
and Comparative Literature
Fall 2007
CSCL 1905, Section 001
3 credits
TuTh, 11:15 - 12:30 p.m.
Nicholson Hall 201
48273
This is a seminar for people who love reading
poetry as well as for people who would love to
learn how to love reading poetry-and it should
be much fun for both! We will examine some of
the basic issues in the study of poetry, such as
the changing meanings of the term "poetry;· the
distinction between epic poetry and lyric poetry,
the importance of the question of love for
poetry, and so on . Above all, this is a seminar
in close reading: we will study in detail how
poems work, what it is that they do, and why.
Cesare Casarlno was born and grew up in Italy.

He was educated in Italy, Singapore, and the
United States. He teaches and writes about
modern and contemporary literature, and film,
as well as philosophy.

Is There a Colony in This Class?
Education and Empire in Literature,
History, and Culture
Shaden Tageldin, Cultural Studies
and Comparative Literature
Fall 2007
CSCL 1909W, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: International ~ & Writing lntensi;e
TuTh, 11:15 - 12:30 p.m.
Nicholson Hall 315
41381
Empire may seem a world away-removed in
time or removed in space. But empire is at
least as close as our TV sets, and sometimes
it speaks a language very familiar to us as students: coverage of the U.S. occupation of Iraq,
for example, has brought us images of U.S.
army officers not just shooting on the ground
but also pointing at the blackboard, "teaching"
Iraqi police how to reinvent their country as an
American-style democracy with freedoms of religion, conscience, and speech. In this seminar,
we will try to better understand why education
and empire remain so closely linked today
by studying cultures that have experienced
foreign domination as a two-faced process. We
will read novels, essays, poems, and films by
writers who use classroom scenes to represent
empire and a range of responses to its power.
Along the way, we also will think about what we
can take from our own educations as they take
control of us.
Professor Tageldin is interested in words and
their power to captivate, subjugate, and liberate us. She specializes in nineteenth- and
twentieth-century literatures in English, Arabic,
and French; her interests include empire
studies, postcolonial theory, and the politics
of language, translation, and literary and
cultural transformation .
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Globalization and Trade

Government

Simran Sahi, Economics

Ed Foster, Economics

Spring 2008
ECON 1904, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: International Perspectives
TuTh, 11:15 - 12:30 p.m.
Blegen Hall 260

Fall 2007
ECON 1905, Section 001
3 credits
TuTh, 11: 15 - 12:30 p.m.
Twin Cities West Bank
56186

Free Trade is touted by some as the panacea
for all worldly economic ills; others perceive it
as the road to poverty. Which is true? Economists are mainly of the view that it is beneficial
to countries, but they have not yet managed to
sway everyone. In this seminar we will examine
the effects of free and restricted trade over
time in this increasingly globalized world, and
the concerns and issues raised. This seminar
requires serious economic reasoning, but assumes no prior knowledge of economics.
Simran Sahl was born and lived in India for 29
years before she left to complete her doctoral
studies in the U.S. She has taught international
trade to economics seniors for many years. Her
interests (besides international economics and
current economic events) include reading, dogs
(especially cocker spaniels), and cooking!

Rabbi Hillel asked: If I am not for myself, then
who is for me? And if I am not for others, then
who am I? And if not now, when?
At their core, the decisions a society makes
about government-what laws to adopt and
how to enforce them, what tax revenue to
collect, by what means, and what to spend
the money on-are an important part of its
answers to the Rabbi's questions. This seminar
will explore choices about government. We will
look at the actual choices some countries have
made; and , in the United States, at changes
proposed by Presidential candidates and
others. More fundamentally, we will also look
at two basic tensions in society: individual
rights vs. the collective, and self-help vs. helping others. Concepts from economics help to
illuminate these choices and tensions, but
readings range more broadly.
Professor Ed Foster received his Ph .D. from
the Massachusetts Institute ofTechnology in
1961. His teaching areas include public
economics, cost-benefit analysis, and
environmental economics. Professor Foster's
current research includes the evaluation of
projects that span generations.
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The Limts of Markets and the Limits of
Governments

Game Theory and Human Nature
Aldo Rustichini, Economics

V. V. Chari, Economics
Spring 2008
ECON 1905, Section 001
3 credits
TuTh, 9:45 - 11:00 a.m.
Blegen Hall 260
82382
In this seminar, we will examine how markets
work, both when they work well and when
they work poorly. We will trace how human
well-being is intricately tied into how governments intervene in markets, and when such
interventions are desirable. We will analyze how
the government despotism has contributed to
human misery and how limits on government
power can help promote prosperity. Our readings will range from John Locke, Adam Smith,
and Milton Friedman to current Internet biogs
on economic issues.
Professor V. V. Chari teaches in the areas of
macroeconomics, public finance, and development economics. His current research includes
macroeconomic theory, fiscal and monetary
policy, and financial intermediation.

18

Spring 2008
ECON 1905, Section 002
3 credits
TuTh, 2:30 - 3:45 p.m.
Blegen Hall 135
83750
Game theory involves the systematic analysis
of behavior in strategic environments, like
wars among states, competition among firms,
and relationships between husband and wife.
Together with the application of experimental
methods, it is now providing a tool to understand some fundamental aspects of human
nature, from sympathy to envy.
This seminar will provide the basic tools for
a good understanding of game theory and
experimental analysis of human behavior in
strategic situations.
Professor Aldo Rustichini teaches in the
areas of microeconomic theory, game theory,
mathematics for economists, decision theory,
and political economy. His current research
focuses on decision theory (economic decision
making), microeconomic theory, models of
bounded rationality, economic dynamics, and
microeconomic theory.
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American Street Modernisms: Pulpy,
Populist, Proletarian

Fiction, Film, and Video from
Emerging Nations

Jani Scandura, English

Charles J. Sugnet, English

Fall 2007
ENGL 1905, Section 001
3 credits
TuTh, 9:45 - 11:00 a.m.
Lind Hall 202
41663

Fall 2007
ENGL 1905, Section 002
3 credits
TuTh, 11:15 - 12:30 p.m.
Twin Cities East Bank
55587

This seminar will introduce students to
American modernism in the broadest sense.
We will look at a wide-range of texts-highbrow
and low; avant-garde and pulpy; populist and
mass-market. And we will read across a variety
of genres and mediums: manifestoes, poetry,
fiction, films, graphic novels, cartoons, popular
music, photography, modern dance, political
speeches, philosophy, and plastic art. The goal
is to provide a snapshot of the newness of
modernism in all its complexity and with regard
to the peculiarities of United States culture in
the early to mid-twentieth century. We will study
works by Man Ray, Charlie Chaplin, Maya Deren,
Josephine Baker, Alain Locke, Jacob Lawrence,
Ma Rainey, Sterling Brown, HD, Mary McCarthy,
Mine Okubo, Horace McCoy, and possibly, Marx,
Freud, Franz Boas, John Dewey, and others.

In this seminar we will discuss selected novels,
feature films, documentaries, and music video
clips from a variety of "developing" or formerly
colonized nations, in order to get an idea
of how issues like globalization, economic
development, and women's status look from
the other side of the global economic divide.
Likely objects of study include such high-quality works as: innovative short animated films
by William Kentridge (South Africa), Djibril
Diop Mambety's 45-minute film The Little
Girl Who Sold the Sun (Senegal), Moufida
Tlatli's exquisite feature film Silences of the
Palace (Tunisia), Nervous Conditions (novel)
and Everyone's Child (feature film) byTsitsi
Dangarembga (Zimbabwe), and Stephanie
Black's documentary Life and Debt (U.S./ Jamaica) based on Jamaica Kincaid's short book
A Small Place (Antigua).

Professor Jani Scandura is co-director of the
Space & Place Collaborative and is co-editor
of Modernism, Inc.: Body, Memory, Capital and
author of the forthcoming Down in the Dumps:
Place, Modernity, American Depression.

.,
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Charles J. Sugnet is the founding director of
the College in the Schools Literature Program,
and has won both the Morse-Alumni award
for outstanding contributions to undergraduate education and the CLA Distinguished
Teaching Award. His essays have appeared in
such places as Transition, The Village Voice,
d'Art, and The French Review. He has written
on Senegalese music videos and has recently
completed a history of African cinema.

Hospitalities: Hosts, Hotels and
Hospitals

Stories and Struggles:
Narratives in Social Change

Hakim Abderrezak, French and Italian

Richa Nagar, Gender, Women, and
Sexuality Studies

Fall 2007
FREN 1905, Section 001
3 credits
MW, 9:45 - 11:00 a.m.
Folwell Hall 14
48179
Hospitality is the business of hosts, hotels, and
hospitals. In this seminar, we will examine the
historical evolution of the notion of hospitality
in dominant discourses (such as psychoanalysis) and in various disciplines (such as
medicine). We will read a number of theoretical works and will study hospitality or the lack
thereof in public and private spaces in world
literature and cinema.
Hospitality is polymorphous; we will look at the
various forms that hospitality can take, from
the most generous personal act to the most
commercial service, from the most voluntary
to the most unavoidable. We will also examine
the different natures of hospitality: pleasant or
traumatic, imposed or unlawful, regulated by
cultural practices or political decisions.
As the debates on immigration garner international attention in the media in the U.S.
and around the globe, national hospitality has
increasingly become an issue. This course will
thus address the nation as host. Students will
be asked to relate their own experiences of
hospitality to the politics of hospitality.
Professor Hakim Abderrezak's research focuses on North African and Beur literature and
cinema. He has taught an introductory course
on French literature, a literature class on immigration, and a culture course on North African
cinema. He is interested in various concepts
such as gender, space, and language.
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Fall 2007
GWSS 1904, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: International Perspectives
Thursday, 2:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Ford Hall 400
55897
Stories are often told and written to articulate
resistance across the borders of nations and
communities. Writers, community workers, and
activists use the process of writing for self- and
collective transformation and for grappling
with the intricacies of power-internationally,
nationally, locally, and with respect to their
own bodies. This seminar looks at autobiographies, collective memory work, and stories
of resistance to corporate globalization in the
third world. It examines these stories as tools
that give meanings and forms to collective organizing and social justice in specific contexts,
as well as the ways in which critical reflection,
teaching, and learning become key parts of
the writing process.
Professor Richa Nagar's research and teaching focus on relationships between knowledge
production and social change and categories
such as gender, race, class, caste, and religion.
She is particularly interested in how analytical,
creative, and journalistic writing can be combined to shape new forms of dialogues across
the fields of academia and community-based
struggles. With other members of the Sangtin
Collective in Uttar Pradesh, India, she has coauthored the book Playing with Fire.
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Environmental Justice
Robert B. McMaster, Geography
Fall 2007
GEOG 1905H, Section 001
3 credits
Wednesday, 1:25 - 3:25 p.m .
Twin Cities West Bank
56091
20 seat(s) reserved for honors undergrad
student
In our society, is the distribution of environmental hazards-such as chemical sites and air
pollution-equitable, or are certain vulnerable
populations-senior citizens, the poor, the very
young, and/ or minorities-at greater risk of
exposure than others? Environmental justice
refers to the ideal of equal protection from
environmental hazards for all races, ethnicities,
and socioeconomic groups. It is an intrinsically
interdisciplinary problem studied by scholars in
law, political science, sociology, and geography
from different perspectives and using different
methodologies. Since the issue of environmental justice has a strong spatial component, it
has been of great interest to geographers who
have worked hard to develop and improve
methodologies to study it.
This seminar will look at the many approaches
to understanding environmental justice, and
will survey federal legislation, such as the
Superfund Act. that has influenced work in
environmental justice.The major focus will be
on geographical research that looks at the
spatiality of the problem, and possible solutions. Addressing the growing concern in the
developing world, we will also look at the problem from an international perspective. ~tudents
will complete an environmental justice study
for one metropolitan area in the United States
using census data and Toxic Release Inventory
(TRI) data from the EPA.
Freshman Seminars 20or2008

Robert B. McMaster is professor and chair of
the Department of Geography. His research
interests include automated generalization
(including algorithmic development and testing, the development of conceptual models,
and interface design), environmental risk
assessment (including assessing environmental injustice to hazardous materials, the
development of new spatial methodologies for
environmental justice, and the development of
risk assessment models), geographic information science and society (public participation
GIS, alternative representations), and the
history of U.S. academic cartography. Recently,
he completed a five-year NSF funded project
to develop the "National Historical Geographic
Information System".
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(E)rase Me: What in the World Is
"Race"?
Tricia Keaton, American Studies
Fall 2007
GLOS 1902, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Cultural Diversity
Thursday, 2:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Twin Cities East Bank
55722

ProfessorTricia Keaton's research and teaching focuses on the ways in which the idea of
race developed and spread from Europe to
the United States and other parts of the world,
such as Brazil and South Africa. As an African
American whose research focuses on notions
of belonging in France and the United States,
she is eager to help students of diverse backgrounds and origins learn in a safe, open, and
welcoming environment how and why "race"
was made, and how it can be unmade.

What is "race?" Is it an understanding rooted
in our cultures or one encoded in our genes?
How has this concept shaped our views of love,
human worth, belonging, behavior, morality,
"intelligence;· and standards of beauty? Just
how real is this entity we call "race"? In this
seminar, we will explore the ways in which race
evolved as an idea and how it continues to
play a fundamental role in the ways people
perceive and respond to each other. Although
scientists have shown that there is more genetic diversity within so-called racial groups than
between them, our observable differences (i.e. ,
skin color, appearances, language varieties,
etc.) continue, nonetheless, to play a central
role in how we both see and interact with each
other in the United States and beyond. We will
thus dissect, or take apart, the idea of "race;·
in order to question and understand why
some of us think and speak, self-identify, and
identify others in terms of "races:' In our quest
to understand how the idea, representations,
meanings, and categories of "race" have come
to dominate our perceptions of human bodies
and groups, we will unravel what is all too often
considered settled or ignored, namely what
"race" is in the United States, parts of Western
Europe, Brazil, and South Africa.
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Race and Sport

Utopias and Anti-Utopias

Sarah-Jane Mathieu, History

George Kliger, Humanities

Spring 2008
HIST 1907W, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Cultural Diversity and Writing Intensive
TuTh, 2:30 - 3:45 p.m.

Spring2008
HUM 1905, Section 001
3 credits
Tuesday, 2:30 - 5:00 p.m .
Blegen Hall 435
89675

This seminar examines the intersection
between the experiences of athletes of color
and the emergence of organized sports in
the United States during the 20th century.
It explores the construction of manliness,
gender, class, and race through such sports
as baseball, basketball, boxing, football, golf,
and track and field. This seminar is particularly interested in how organized sports mirror
broader social and political debates about the
roles of women, as well as those of African,
Asian, Native, and Hispanic Americans. We will
look at the contributions of Americans of color,
their challenges to segregation, the integration
of professional sports, and contemporary concerns over athletes of color in college athletics.
We will analyze a host of sources for their
effectiveness as historical tools, such as biographies, journalists' accounts, and memoirs.
Sarah-Jane Mathieu's areas of expertise
include 20th-century American history and
African American history since Reconstruction,
with emphasis on migration, social movements,
and political resistance.
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This seminar will explore a variety of visions
of an ideal society (utopia) and it's opposite
(anti-utopia) in the writings of philosophers,
novelists, psychologists, and social and cultural
critics through the ages, from Plato to Orwell,
to an example of feminist theory. With regard
to each vision, topics such as fundamental
assumptions about human nature, ideals and
values worthy of implementation and their
compatibility, the nature of human institutions
and their potentials for good and evil, will be
examined. A central concern of the seminar
will be to assess the degrees of actual or potential correspondence of these visions to the
real world of individual and social existence.
Professor George Kliger is the coordinator of
the Humanities Program at the University of
Minnesota. His research and teaching interests
include philosophy, and literature and psychology with a focus on the 20th century.
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What in the World Is an Art Song?

What Is Chamber Music?

Glenda Maurice, Music

Mark Bjork, Music

Fall 2007
MUS 1905, Section 001
3 credits
Tuesday, 9:05 - 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, 9:05 - 9:55 a.m.
Ferguson Hall 115
56177

Fall 2007
MUS 1905, Section 002
3 credits
Twin Cities West Bank
56178

This seminar will introduce students to a
unique classical art form called Art Song.
Comparisons will be made with music of the
popular arts, and the seminar will be listeningintensive, using both recordings and live performances. Students will encounter social history,
cultural literacy, fine art, and poetry in several
languages, and will also study preparation and
presentation of Art Song for the recital stage.
Critics from Amsterdam to London to New York
City have lauded Professor Glenda Maurice's
"fastidious interpretive instincts" and singularly
persuasive interpretations of American songs.
She has performed widely throughout the
United States and in Europe, appearing with
the Amsterdam Concertgebouw Orchestra
conducted by both Eugen Jochum and Bernard
Haitink; with the Boston Symphony under Seiji
Ozawa; with the Houston Symphony under
Sergiu Commissiona; in Kennedy Center
with Mstislav Rostropovich and the National
Symphony Orchestra; and with the Minnesota
Orchestra and the Rochester Symphony. As a
recitalist, she has gained prominence in the Art
Song field, collaborating with such outstanding accompanists as Dalton Baldwin, David
Garvey, Graham Johnson, and Rudolf Jansen.
In 1998, Maurice founded and became artistic
director ofThe Institute for Art Song Recital
Performance in Minneapolis, which offers indepth training to singers.

For many centuries, to the delight of centuries of audiences, musicians have derived
their greatest joy in playing works for small
combinations of instruments, or chamber
music; and composers have created some of
their greatest works for these small ensembles.
This seminar will explore the rich repertoire for
these small combinations of instruments and
voices. What are some of these combinations,
and just what is the music that has so much
appeal for musicians and connoisseurs alike?
We will survey this literature historically from
the Renaissance to the present day through
listening and discussion.
Chamber music has always occupied a central
position in violinist Mark Bjork's professional
life. In addition to his work with students in
the University of Minnesota's School of Music,
for many years he has coached ensembles at
summer institutes and festivals throughout the
United States. As a performer, Professor Bjork
has presented a multitude of works for smaller
combinations-duo, trio, quartet, quintet-as
well as works for larger groups of string, wind,
and keyboard instruments in a variety of
combinations. As a founding member of the
long-standing LaSalle Trio, Bjork appeared in
an annual series of concerts locally as well
as on tour, radio, and television. In addition,
throughout his career he has collaborated with
artists from many other conservatories and
schools of music, as well as with colleagues
from the School of Music.
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Music and The Sacred
Dean W Billmeyer, Music
Spring 2008
MUS 1905, Section 001
3 credits
Tulh, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
Ferguson Hall 213
80886

Professor Dean W. Billmeyer is the University
of Minnesota organist. He studied at the Eastman School of Music and Southern Methodist
University, and at the Hochschule fur Musik und
Darstellende Kunst in Vienna as a Fulbright
Scholar. Billmeyer has appeared as a recitalist
and clinician throughout the United States,
as well as in Austria, Ireland, Britain, Germany,
and the Netherlands. His performances have
included a number of premieres, and have been
broadcast both in America and abroad.

What is "sacred music?"The traditional characterization of sacred music as music written
for and performed (or improvised) in religious
services in a church or temple serves as a
point of departure for this seminar. We will explore sacred music from different perspectives,
focusing not only on the rich tradition of hymns,
choral, and organ music of the Western church,
but also on the inherent content of religious
music that somehow makes it "sacred:'Through
reading, guided listening, class discussion, and
observation of services and concerts, students
will study and experience a broad range of
music, all of which we call "sacred:' We will
learn about the organ and other instruments
of Christian and Jewish musical traditions, and
the importance of these instruments to the
development of Western music. We will take a
field trip-an "organ crawl"-to notable organs
in the Twin Cities to explore these instruments.
We will also study music that does not connect
directly to the traditional experience of the
church, temple, or mosque, including hymns,
chants, and choral and instrumental music,
as well as jazz, popular, "new age;• and other
"sacred" music.
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Bob Dylan

Listening to Rock & Pop Music:
Sounds, Forms, and Contexts

Alex] Lubet, Music
Peter Mercer-Taylor, Music
Spring 2008
MUS 1905, Section 002
3 credits
Tuesday, 11:15 - 12:05 p.m.
Thursday, 11:15 - 1:10 p.m.
Ferguson Hall 123
90609
Bob Dylan, a native Minnesotan who still owns
a farm and spends much of his time here, is
arguably the most important living musician
and songwriter in the English-speaking Western world. This seminar examines his entire
career, primarily focusing on his artistry and
emphasizing his contributions as a musician
and composer. The materials of the seminar
will consist primarily of Dylan's audio and
video recordings, other recordings of his compositions, and primary source readings, that is,
Dylan's own writings and interviews.
Professor Lubet mostly teaches popular
culture-music, movies, theatre-and says he
almost feels guilty that he gets paid to do it.
He has won both of the U of M's distinguished
teaching awards as well as the "Grapevine
Award" for "Best Course at the u:· Primarily
trained as a composer, he writes music that he
performs himself on guitar. He does research
on issues related to music and disability. In his
spare time, he cooks and does word puzzles
and lots of volunteer work; and he loves dogs.
His wife is also a musician.

Fall 2007
MUS 1910W, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Writing Intensive
MWF, 1:25 - 2:15 p.m.
Ferguson Hall 149
56179
Built around listenings drawn from across
the history of rock-era popular music, this
seminar is an intensive exploration of popular
music's structures and meanings. We will read
historical criticism concerning each era in turn,
together with more recent scholarship that has
attempted to make sense of the music. But a
substantial fraction of our work will be intensive
listening-that is, working together to develop
ways to account for what makes this music
worth listening to, and why we love what we
love. Topics covered will include '50s rock 'n'
roll, the "girl groups;· the Beatles, progressive
rock, punk, music video, hip hop, heavy metal,
and more recent trends. The ability to read
music is not required, but it will help.
Peter Mercer-Taylor's teaching, scholarship,
and musical loves include both classical
and popular music. The author of The Life of
Mendelssohn and editor of The Cambridge
Companion to Mendelssohn, Mercer-Taylor
has also produced articles and papers on
Elvis Costello, The Bangles, Run-DMC, R.E.M.,
They Might Be Giants, Nirvana, and Cradle of
Filth. He is a dedicated (but strictly amateur)
guitarist, bass player, and songwriter, with a
smattering of piano, viola, and flute, though he
says that listening is what he does best.

College of Liberal Arts

The Possibility of a Sustainable
Society
John Wallace, Philosophy
Fall 2007
PHIL 1905, Section 001
3 credits
Tuesday, 2:30 - 5:00 p.m.
Hubert H. Humphrey Center 30
35399
This seminar will introduce students to, and
engage them in, important current conversations about the future of our society that turn
on the question How can we create a sustainable society? The purpose is for students to
learn their way around in these conversations
and to develop a voice to participate in them.
In particular, the seminar will plunge in depth
into two current conversations. One is about
global warming. The other is about high-intensity
agriculture's effects on soil and water resources.

John Wallace, taking his cue from Socrates,
sees the philosopher as a catalyst for conversations about how we should live. He puts this
view into practice in his teaching (see especially his residential course www.philosophycamp.org) and in his community work, which
currently includes being a catalyst for conversations between conventional farmers and
organic farmers in southwest Minnesota. He is
the recipient of the National Campus Compact
Thomas Ehrlich Faculty Award for Service

Learning, the University of Minnesota Josie
R. Johnson Human Rights and Social Justice
Award, and the Minnesota Campus Compact
Sister Pat Kowalski Leadership Award.

Pursuing these conversations requires digging
into current scientific understandings of the
natural systems that underlie climate change
and agriculture, and of the impact of human
activity on these systems. It also requires
philosophical work to clarify key value-laden
assumptions that provide scaffolding for the
conversations-assumptions about what human beings need, assumptions about human
beings' capacities to adapt their ways of life
in the face of radically changed environments,
assumptions about what features of our present way of life we must preserve, and what
features we can let go of, as we change our
way of life.
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Socrates And Philosophy

Fossils and Philosophy: How Do We
Know About the Past?

Sandra Peterson, Philosophy
Alan Love, Philosophy
Spring 2008
PHIL 1905, Section 001
3 credits
Wednesday, 2:30 - 5:00 p.m.
Blegen Hall 430
86084
The execution of Socrates in 399 B.C. for
corrupting the youth of Athens is considered a
founding event of Western philosophy. We will
study Socrates as depicted in Plato's dialogues
(since Socrates himself wrote nothing). We will
read Plato's depiction of Socrates' defense
speech at his trial, a conversation between
Socrates and adolescent interlocutors, and
a conversation between Socrates and some
professional educators of Athenian youth .
We will attempt to understand what Socrates
meant when, in reaction to the Delphic Oracle's
pronouncement that no one was wiser than
Socrates, Socrates said that he knew nothing
important. We will attempt to understand why
those who convicted Socrates thought he was
corrupting young people and to understand
why reflecting on Socrates might improve us
today. Seminar readings will include Plato's
Apology, Lysis, Hippias Minor, Theaetetus, and
Rival Lovers.
Professor Sandra Peterson's main research
area is ancient philosophy, and her current
research is on Socrates. She is also interested
in philosophy of language and in the 20th
century philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Spring 2008
PHIL 1905, Section 002
3 credits
Tuesday, 2:30 - 5:00 p.m.
Blegen Hall 220
89795
Everyone is familiar with fossils and maybe
even more familiar with their reconstructed
representations in blockbuster movies. But
how do we know about past forms of life , such
as dinosaurs, which are now extinct? We only
have trace remains of their existence-and
understanding their meaning requires tremendous knowledge and interpretation. From
the perspective of historical sciences (such
as geology or paleontology), how does the
"scientific method" operate when you cannot
go back and observe or experiment on what
you are trying to explain?
By analogy, imagine if you had five pages
from an ancient book. You have no idea what
the book is, the pages are not in consecutive
order, the ink is smudged and unreadable in
many places, and the language of the writing
is unfamiliar. Is there a way to use this indirect
evidence to piece together a picture of the
entire book (or even portions of it)? How can
we be confident that our understanding of
the past ("historical knowledge"), whether it
be fossils or human history, is correct (even
in part)? How do historical sciences generate
knowledge? These are the philosophical questions that we will address in this seminar.

College ofLibeml Arts

.......------·
Professor Alan Love's research and teaching
in philosophy focus on scientific reasoning
and the nature of knowledge in biology. He
has written and taught on Darwin, evolution,
developmental biology, and paleontology. He
is often heard talking about something called
Evo-devo (not his band, though he plays
guitar), or "evolutionary developmental biology;'
a new area of research where he has been
trying to understand the conceptual structure
of explanations for evolutionary novelties. On
occasion he has moonlighted as a biologist
doing research on Australian sea urchins. In
addition to this formal research and teaching,
he tries to scientifically reason with his four
children (success rate varies) and supervise
the collecting of various insects, snakes, lizards,
and frogs. One memorable supervision moment
involved prying bones from the carcass of a sea
lion (these will be on display in the seminar).
When he gets spare moments, he enjoys reading various forms of fiction (from late Victorian
novels to fantasy).

Exploring Constitutional Meaning
Liz Beaumont, Political Science
Fall 2007
POL 1903H, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Citizenship & Public Ethics
TuTh, 12:45 - 2:00 p.m.
Hubert H. Humphrey Center 60
56329
20 seat(s) reserved for honors undergrad
student
This seminar explores some of the complex
sources of constitutional meaning and how
constitutional developments intersect with
some the most controversial issues in American
history: slavery and civil war, protections for
workers, women's rights, the civil rights movement and equal treatment of minorities, and
religious freedom in our own era. We will investigate a broad set of materials that provide different lenses on constitutional theory, history, and
development, including a select set of Supreme
Court cases and writings from the Federalists,
Anti-federalists, and many other people and
groups that have debated and constructed
constitutional meanings in different periods. We
will also read a range of commentaries on the
origins of key constitutional developments, and
their consequences.
Professor Liz Beaumont's interests center on
American constitutional law and development
and on the ways in which people develop
democratic values and capacities. She is a
coauthor of two books on civic education and
political socialization; she has also authored or
coauthored several articles and book chapters.
She is currently working on a book project that
examines how shifting public conceptions and
uses of constitutional rights help us understand
dramatic changes in constitutional structure.
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•
Welfare Queens, Sick Kids, and Aging
Boomers: Social Policy in the United
States and Europe
Jane Gingrich, Political Science
Fall 2007
POL 1904, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: International Perspectives
TuTh, 11:15 - 12:30 p.m.
Twin Cities East Bank
56184
The word 'welfare' is reviled in American
politics, and yet we spend three times more
on social programs such as social security,
Medicare, and Medicaid than on defense. The
media portray the recipients of social programs
variously as Cadillac-driving welfare queens,
"deserving" sick children, or RV-driving baby
boomers enjoying a long retirement. Why
these differences? This seminar examines
social policy in the United States through an
international lens, asking both why the political
dynamics around different social programs
in the United States are so varied, and why
the United States looks different from many
European and Asian countries. We will examine
a number of questions, such as: Why have
numerous attempts to introduce universal
health insurance in the United States failed?
Why does the United States provide public
pensions (social security) to all elderly citizens,
but lack universal programs for children and
young people? Why does social policy in the
United States look so different than in Sweden,
Germany or Japan?
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Professor Jane Gingrich studies of social
policy in Sweden, Britain, the Netherlands and
the United States. She has traveled extensively
through these countries, speaking with policymakers and politicians. In her teaching, she
brings in this firsthand knowledge of different
welfare states, comparing both differences in
the political systems and the lives of citizens
across countries. In both her research and
teaching, she asks questions about how
countries structure and reform their health care,
pension, and welfare systems differently, and
what political forces are behind these differences. Her research agenda dovetails with her
other hobbies, which include traveling, meeting
new people, and engaging in political debate.

College ofLiberal Arts

Brazil: Land of fhe Future, Postponed
Fernando Arenas, Spanish and
Portuguese
Fall 2007
PORT 1905, Section 001
SPAN 1905, Section 002
3 credits
MW, 12:20 - 1:35 p.m.
Folwell Hall 318
54706 (PORT 1905)
56223 (SPAN 1905)
Why should American students take a seminar
on Brazil? Brazil is more than the common
stereotypes associated with lush tropical
beaches, the awe-inspiring yet crucial Amazon
rainforest, glamorous Carnaval pageantry,
sensuous mulattas, or world famous soccer
players .... Brazil is the largest country in Latin
America ; a Portuguese-speaking nation that
plays a pivotal role in the Western Hemisphere
due to population size, land mass, and economic output (on all counts, among the largest
in the world). From an agricultural standpoint.
Brazil has become a world power, surpassing
the United States in soybean production and
exports, which are critical to the Midwest. On
the world diplomatic stage, Brazil is becoming
a strong advocate for the countries of the
South as they clamor for a greater voice in
the context of contemporary globalization.

Professor Fernando Arenas teaches Portuguese, Brazilian, and Lusophone African
literary and cultural studies in the Department
of Spanish and Portuguese Studies. Both his
teaching and research are concerned with the
historical, cultural, socio-economic, and political forces that have shaped Portuguese-speaking nations throughout history. More specifically,
he is interested in exploring how literature,
intellectual thought, film, and popular music
in Brazil, Portugal, and the five countries that
make up Portuguese-speaking Africa examine
the interaction between these various forces
as they affect the contemporary nation-state in
today's globalized world. Professor Arenas has
been a visiting professor at Harvard University
and at the Universidade Federal Fluminense
(Rio de Janeiro, Brazil). He was awarded a
Guggenheim Fellowship in 2005-06 to finish
his new book on globalization, the aftermath
of colonialism, and contemporary Portuguesespeaking Africa.

...

-----

Given Latin America's proximity to the United
States and its importance from a geostrategic,
economic, political, and cultural viewpoint, it
is important that American citizens become
acquainted with Brazil. This seminar offers an
introduction to Brazilian culture (including film,
music, literature), as well as related historical
and socio-political issues. We will approach
Brazil from a comparative perspective, making
relevant connections to Africa, the United States,
Europe, and Spanish-speaking Latin America.
Freshman Seminars 20or2008
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The Truth About High-Stakes Testing

What Is the Human Mind?

Nathan Kuncel, Psychology

Chad Marsolek, Psychology

Fall 2007
PSY 1905, Section 001
3 credits
MW, 3:15 - 4:30 p.m.
Elliott Hall N227
54543
One of the most visible applied areas of
psychological science is testing for admissions
and academic evaluation. Few topics in psychology elicit stronger reactions and opinions.
Unfortunately, these reactions are often based
on little real knowledge. The purpose of this
seminar is to cover many of the hot topics and
opinions surrounding testing. Topics include
the history of testing, models and theories of
human abilities, the genetic and biological
basis of intelligence, and the relationship between test scores and life outcomes, including
academic success, work performance, divorce,
and mortality.
Nathan Kuncel's research focuses on the
measurement of human cognitive and noncognitive characteristics and their relationship
with important life outcomes, including academic and job performance. His most visible
research has been on standardized testing in
college and graduate admissions. His work has
appeared in Science, Psychological Bulletin,
Perspectives on Psychological Science, and
the Journal of Applied Psychology, among
others. His main hobbies, he says, include
''playing with his 2-year-old son, bathing his
son, cleaning up after his son, feeding his son,
cleaning up again after his son, and sharing
dazed stares with [his] wife:· He looks forward
to becoming increasingly eccentric as a professor, "moving toward downright wacky" late in
his career.

Fall 2007
PSY 1905, Section 002
3 credits
Tuesday, 9:45 - 12:30 p.m.
Elliott Hall 204
54844
You are reading the description of a seminar.
That is, some part of you is capable of taking
a series of shapes as visual input, abstracting intended meaning from them, organizing
the information, and evaluating what you've
organized (e.g., "fascinating seminar!"). Your
mind accomplishes this task, not your lungs
or heart, but what is this thing-"mind"-that is
capable of such complex internal information
processing? Is it just a flurry of activated brain
cells? Is it something non-physical? When
you think about it, one of the most intriguing
aspects of the universe is that you can think,
that minds operate as entities that appear to
be crucially tied to physical brains but that
also are importantly different. In this seminar,
we will examine conceptions of the human
mind from psychological, philosophical, and
neuroscientific perspectives. Can science and
critical analysis offer a concrete and compelling
specification of the human mind?
Professor Chad Marsolek investigates human
memory, vision, and learning (as well as how
emotional and social factors influence these
abilities), from the perspective of how the brain
underlies these faculties. His most influential
work has been in uncovering important aspects
of unconscious versus conscious memory and
left/right hemisphere differences in the brain.
His most important form of "sanity maintenance;· for both of his hemispheres, is live music, although he's not quite sure how conscious
or unconscious he is of such maintenance.

College ofLibmt! Arts

The Psychology of Eating and Body
Image

Movies And Madness: Media
Portrayals Of Abnormal Psychology

TraciMann,Psychology

Monica Luciana, Psychology

Fall 2007
PSY 1905, Section 003
3 credits
Thursday, 1:25 - 3:55 p.m.
Elliott Hall N227
56233

Fall 2007
PSY 1910W, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Writing Intensive
Wednesday, 1:25 - 4:10 p.m .
Elliott Hall N391
53932

In this seminar we will cover the full range of
human eating behavior, from hunger, starvation, and restraint, to binge eating and obesity.
We will read several selections from Ancel Keys'
classic study, conducted on the University of
Minnesota's campus, in which he put a group
of young volunteers on a starvation diet to research the long-term physical and psychological effects of human starvation. We will also
discuss the causes of obesity, consequences
of chronic dieting, effects of stress on eating,
and the cognitive and emotional aspects of
eating. We will learn about the effectiveness (or
lack thereof) of diets, explore developmental
and socio-cultural perspectives on how people
choose which foods to eat, and learn about
eating disorders and body image issues.
Professor Mann is a brand new faculty
member at the University of Minnesota after
spending the last ten years at UCLA. She is
a health psychologist with an interest in how
people regulate their eating. In her eating lab,
unsuspecting dieters are invited to consume
milkshakes for the sake of science. Dr. Mann
enjoys not dieting, and back in Los Angeles,
she dabbled in stand-up comedy.
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People are captivated by what they read in
newspapers, bylV shows, and by characters
portrayed in popular films. Many of these
portrayals are compelling because they depict
extremes of human behavior that do not
necessarily affect all people but that represent
struggles to prevail in times of distress or adversity. Often this distress is due to the presence
of a psychological disorder. This seminar will
use film portrayals of psychological disorders
to teach students basic descriptive aspects of
abnormal psychology. For each class session,
students will read a module from the current
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders-IV (DSM-IV), the primary manual that
is used by clinicians to diagnose psychological
and psychiatric conditions. (The DSM-IV describes disorders related to mood, anxiety, body
perception, eating, substance abuse, psychosis,
cognition, development, and personality.)
Each week, students will watch a film together
as a group, discuss each film, and write a short
essay about the correspondence between the
film portrayal and the DSM-IV description of the
disorder in question. Media will be selected to
cover as many of these domains as possible
given film availability and student interest.
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Professor Monica Luciana uses experimental
neuropsychological techniques to examine
functions controlled by the brain's prefrontal
cortex-focusing on how these functions
are modulated by brain chemicals such as
dopamine and serotonin, and how this part of
the brain develops in healthy adolescents. She
teaches courses related to neuropsychological assessment, brain-emotion relations, and
abnormal psychology. She is affiliated with the
clinical psychology program, with the psychology department's cognitive and biological area,
and with the U's Institute of Child Development.
When she isn't working, she likes spending
time with her family, reading, and going to
movies. She also has interests in art and
Italian cooking.

Psychopaths and Serial Killers
Christopher Patrick, Psychology
Spring2008
PSY 1910W, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Writing Intensive
Monday, 12:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Elliott Hall N423
82284
Psychopathic personality has been described
as a "mask of sanity:• While appearing
superficially normal and personable, psychopaths exact a costly toll on society by covertly
manipulating and coercing others to satisfy
selfish aims and desires. Among the general
public, the term "psychopath" brings to mind
the image of a crazed or sadistic serial killer.
However, psychopaths do not meet legal or
conventional psychiatric criteria for insanity, and
while it is probably true that most serial killers
are psychopathic, most psychopaths are not
homicidal. In this seminar, we will review and
discuss existing diagnostic criteria for psychopathic personality and distinctions between this
and other psychiatric disorders. Using case histories, we will examine different expressions of
the psychopathic personality, including criminal
and successful types, as well as the serial murderer. Other topics will include: psychopaths in
history, literature, and film; personality profiling;
causal factors in criminal and psychopathic behavior; and research on emotion and thought
processes in psychopaths.
Christopher Patrick is a professor of psychology with a specialization in clinical and personality psychology. His research investigates
basic emotional and cognitive processes
through use of psychophysiological and
behavioral measures, and the role of affect in
psychological disorders.
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Travel in Literature:
Scandinavians Abroad and Abroad in
Scandinavia
Poul Houe, German, Scandinavian
and Dutch

Poul Houe is professor of Scandinavian literature. His recent publications include En Anden
Andersen-Og Andres, S@ren Kierkegaard and
the Word(s): Essays on Hermeneutics and
Communication, and August Strindberg and
the Other: New Critical Approaches. Ed. with
Goran Stockenstrom and Sven H. Rossel.

Fall 2007
SCAN 1905, Section 001
3 credits
TuTh, 12:45 - 2:00 p.m.
Twin Cities East Bank
55749
A recent observer notes: "Scandinavians are
the world's busiest travelers ... :'This seminar
investigates experiences of Scandinavians
going abroad and of foreigners coming to
Scandinavia. Narratives by immigrants, refugees, exiles, and participants in mass tourism;
sober accounts by professional explorers; and
today's books on travel to and from Scandinavia-all offer insights into the complexity of a
culture. Readings include selections from H. C.
Andersen, Fredrika Bremer, and Knut Hamsun;
fictional autobiographies by the NorwegianAmerican Ole R0lvaag and the Dane Isak
Dinesen/Karen Blixen (whose Out of Africa
will be supplemented with Sidney Pollack's
1985 Oscar-winning movie); Thor Heyerdahl's
account of his Kon-Tiki expedition across
the Pacific by raft; 20th century travel books
about Africa by Sven Lindqvist and India by
Carsten Jensen, as well as 21st century texts
about Afghanistan and Iraq by Asne Seierstad.
Danish vagabond Jacob Holdt's modern multimedia presentation of "American Pictures" will
be counterbalanced by interviews featuring
Americans in Denmark. The English Robert
Molesworth's Account of Denmark (1694),
Mary Woolstonecraft's Letters Written during a
Short Residence in Sweden, Norway and Denmark (1796), and the German Hans Magnus
Enzensberger's Swedish Autumn (1982) will
form a backdrop.
Freshman Seminars 2oor2008
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Race, Religion, and Migration
Elizabeth Boyle, Sociology
Fall 2007
SOC 1902H, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Cultural Diversity
TuTh, 11:15 - 12:30 p.m.
Twin Cities East Bank
55858
20 seat(s) reserved for honors undergrad
student
How do race and religion bring people together,
and how do they set people apart? What role
do these characteristics play in the reception
individuals receive when they migrate from
one country to anothe(? How are societies
changed, culturally and economically, by new
migrant communities? In this seminar, we will
begin with a brief history of global migrations,
categories of migrants, and how migration has
changed in the United States. We will then
focus on these questions. The seminar will conclude with questions of how and why countries
(or international organizations) adopt particular
policies relating to migration. Throughout the
seminar, we will draw frequently on current
events to illustrate or contest established
understandings of migration.
Professor Elizabeth Boyle studies migration
and the expansion of rights in the global system. She is currently working on a comparison
of views toward Islam in Europe and the United
States. She really liked Dirty Pretty Things, a British movie about immigrants living on the edge.

Los Revolucionarios/ as:
Revolutionary Thinkers from the
Spanish-Speaking World
Amy Saar, Spanish and Portuguese
Fall 2007
SPAN 1905, Section 001
3 credits
MW, 11:15 - 12:30 p.m.
Folwell Hall 46
55862
This seminar examines the writings, speeches,
and actions of revolutionary thinkers originating
in the Spanish-speaking world. We will study
thinkers and political activists such as Simon
Bolivar, Ernesto 'Che' Guevara, Fidel Castro,
Rigoberta Menchu, Emiliano Zapata, Pancho
Villa, Buenaventura Durruti, and Dolores lbarrui
'La Pasionaria' among others. We will examine
how these thinkers challenged convention and
convinced others of their ideas. Taking a twopronged approach, we will consider both the
messages of each thinker within the context of
his or her political circumstance while simultaneously taking into account how these thinkers
are perceived today. Part of our analysis will
be to examine how these revolucionarios are
appropriated into and consumed by contemporary culture, and whether or not their original
messages still ring true for today's political and
cultural climate. This seminar is conducted
entirely in English.
Professor Amy Saar is interested in "all things
Spanish:' Her curiosity is particularly piqued
when working with and teaching contemporary Spanish narrative, especially if it deals
with expression of the urban space. Outside
of the University's bell jar she can usually be
found walking her dog, Zuzu, somewhere along
the Mississippi River, and is more than likely
dreaming about traveling to Spain.

College ofLibera/Arts

Exploring the Artistic and Cultural
Landscape of the Twin Cities
Michael Sommers, Theatre Arts
and Dance
Fall 2007
TH 1905, Section 001
3 credits
Thursday, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Twin Cities West Bank
55604
The landscape of the performing and visual
arts in the Twin Cities grows out of a multitude
of disciplines and aesthetics, from the traditional to the contemporary, from the tribal to
the experimental, from world renowned cultural
institutions to independent galleries and
storefront theatres. Students in this seminar
will explore this rich, diverse spectrum of art
and culture that surrounds the University of
Minnesota campus.
The seminar will start at "home" exploring the
University's own Wet Bank Arts Quarter, Weisman Art Museum, Bell Museum and other arts
venues. We will then take to the field, visiting
nine distinct neighborhoods that are home to
arts institutions, theatres, galleries, studios,
and diverse cultural centers. We will take behind-the-scenes tours, experience artists' creative process, attend alternative performances,
and discover the pockets of culture that are
in the University's "backyard:'The seminar will
host a series of discussions with guest artists,
movers and shakers, and academics prominent on the cultural scene. This seminar is for
the practitioner, the arts enthusiast, or those
interested in learning more about the vital Twin
Cities arts community.
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Michael Sommers has worked professionally
as a designer, director, composer, performer
and technician. Locally he has worked at the
Guthrie Theater, Children's Theatre, Theatre
de la Jeune Lune, The Jungle, Frank Theatre,
Minnesota Opera, and 10,000Things, among
others. He has designed and directed in Seattle, Chicago, Denver and Louisville. In 2000
he co-founded Open Eye Figure Theatre, whose
original work has been produced at the Walker
Art Center in Minneapolis and in New York, Chicago, Washington, D.C., Mexico, and Germany.

Theatre with Attitude
David Bernstein, Theatre Arts and
Dance
Fall 2007
TH 1911W, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Writing Intensive
Thursday, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m .
Rarig Center 550B
31519
This seminar will introduce non-theatre majors
to the richness and diversity of live theatre,
through performance and text. We will attend
performances at a variety ofTwin Cities theatres
and use this experience to develop a critical
eye and a critical language for thinking about
live performance. Our viewing will be supplemented by in-class discussions and talks with
theatre and dance professionals.
David Bernstein has thirty years of professional management and artistic experience in
the nonprofit theatre world. He is a founding
member of the Attic Theatre in Detroit and
founder/managing director of the Performing
Network in Ann Arbor.

Becoming Comfortably Multilingual:
What's the Best Way to Do It?
Andrew D. Cohen, Institute for
Linguistics, English as a Second
Language, & Slavic Languages and
Literatures
Fall 2007
TESL 1905, Section 001
3 credits
MWF. 2:30 - 3:20 p.m.
1701 University 108
54536
No matter what career you end up choosing, your opportunities for employment and
advancement will be enhanced if you are
multilingual. As you begin the study of foreign
languages at the university level, do you wonder
what combination of language programs would
give your language skills the biggest boostmoving from tolerable to comfortable language
skills? There is solid research documenting the
effectiveness of different approaches to becoming multilingual.
This seminar will consider the various program
alternatives that are available to you as a U of
M student-including formal university offerings,
Web-based courses, summer immersion camp
experiences, accelerated or crash courses,
study abroad, autonomous learning, and
more. This exploration will include the study of
published research on alternatives for language
learning in and out of class, and a small-scale
study with observation of two or more such
alternatives and interviews with participants.
We will consider factors such as learning style
preferences, language learning strategies, and
learner motivation, as well as the nature of the
institutional program, the contribution that the
home and family play, and societal conditions.
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professor Andrew D. Cohen was a Peace
corps volunteer in Bolivia working in community development with the Aymara Indians. He
taught at UCLA and at the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem, and was a Fulbright Lecturer/Researcher in Brazil before joining the University
of Minnesota. He has coauthored a guidebook
for enhancing language and culture strategies
in Study Abroad, and has developed Websites
for enhancing the learning of speech act
behavior (e.g., apologizing, complaining, and
requesting) among students of Japanese and
Spanish. Cohen enjoys teaching courses on
second language learning, language assessment, and pragmatics. His current project is to
develop a self-access website with strategies
for learning Spanish grammar.

From Fashion to Fashioning aWorld:
Magazines as Cultural Objects
Tom Reynolds, Writing Studies
Fall 2007
WRIT 1910W, Section 001
3 credits
CLE: Writing Intensive
Tuesday, 12:45 - 3:15 p.m.
Lind Hall 229
44551
This seminar will provide students interested
in journalism, art, English, fashion design, and
other majors the opportunity to study magazines and smaller publications as significant
cultural objects. Assigned readings will include
magazines that students choose on their own
as well as instructor-chosen magazine essays
and fiction. Topics fro discussion and writing
will include different forms of magazine writing
and reading, magazine art, magazine production as political statement, magazine audience
reception, and current forms of 'zines and
e-zines. Students will learn more about both
familiar and new publications, discussing and
writing about those texts as cultural artifacts as
they form new academic interests and reading
habits. They will also study the magazines as
"composed" objects that can help them learn
about their own writing.
Professor Tom Reynolds' research and teaching focuses on ways that magazines "teach"
us how to live our everyday lives and with
what cultural assumptions. He is interested
in exploring written and visual elements with
students and particularly enjoys working with
first-year students.
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