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The practice of rearing healthy dairy calves in 
individual calf hutches has become a common 
management procedure. These units provide semi
isolation to minimize contact with disease organisms 
shed by older animals. When management and 
nutrition are at a high level, calf growth rate is 
excellent in hutches. Following weaning, at about 
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eight weeks of age, however, calves outgrow 
hutches, and alternative group housing is necessary. 
There is generally a lack of suitable housing on 
dairy farms for calves of this age, and health prob
lems often result from this move. The super calf 
hutch was developed specifically to provide housing 
for calves after eight weeks of age. 
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The super calf hutch is shown with half of the front panels in the winter position and half in the summer position. 
The drawing also shows the location of the head gate. At left is one of the end hinged doors to be opened when the 
building is moved in the opposite direction to expose accumulated manure and bedding. Use a spreader bar when 
hitching a tractor to the skids. This will ensure a straight pull on the skids. 



Weaning of calves should occur two weeks prior 
to any grouping procedure. The super calf hutch, 
when it is properly located, prevents exposure of the 
recently weaned calves to more mature ~imals . 
maintained under a wide variety of housmg condi
tions. The capacity of this unit is eight calves to an 
age of approximately five months. Animals housed in 
this structure are exposed only to each other, thereby 
producing less stress and allowing a small ?umber of 
calves to become acclimated to group housmg. The 
net result is healthier calves that outperform calves 
reared under less desirable circumstances. 

Calves at this age are often placed in facilities that 
severely challenge their immune status after the semi
isolation of a calf hutch. These facilities may be old, 
unused buildings, a barn lean-to or a pole barn, and in 
these structures they are usually exposed to older 
cattle. Further, competition for feed and group status 
precipitates stress. The net result of this move is 
usually pneumonia, which often requires treatment, 
and some calves may die. Surviving calves usually do 
not perform as they should following bouts with 
pneumonia. The greatest loss sustained by producers, 
however, is later in the animal's life. That is because 
surviving animals usually sustain lung damage, and 
they will never produce up to their genetic potential. 
Chronic disease severely limits genetic capability. 

Year-Round Use 
The super hutch is intended for year-round use 

and its design provides for sub-zero temperatures on 
windy days as well as on hot summer days when 
there is little air movement. To accommodate these 
variations in climate, there is· a fixed opening in the 
space between the rafters in the front and adjustable 
openings in the back wall. In addition, the open fr?nt 
has hinged panels to restrict this opening under wmdy 
conditions. In winter, these panels eliminate the 
common problem of a north or quartering wind, 
which tends to whip into the building around the 
corners of the open front. The panels also provide 
protection from the south when strong winds blow 
into this relatively shallow open-front building. The 
center section of the front of this unit also has hinged 
doors that fold down to restrict the height of the 
center opening. In the rear wall there are five upward 
swinging ventilation doors extending the full length of 

the building. These doors are top-hinged specifically 
to minimize rain entry. Further, they are opened or 
adjusted whenever moderate weather indicates a 
need for increased air movement, and must be ad
justed according to weather conditions. All rear 
ventilation doors must be tightly closed in winter. 

Movable for Cleaning 
The super calf hutch is a semi-portable 12 x 19-

foot unit built on skids. It is of frame construction, 
covered with plywood, and has a shed roof. Straw or 
other suitable bedding material is necessary, as in the 
calf hutch. Hinged doors are located at the base of the 
end walls running the full width of the building. 
These doors are intended for use only when the unit is 
cleaned. One end door, hinged on top (hinges are 
fastened to the raised sill) is secured in the open 
position. The sills are raised so that these end open
ings are unobstructed. The super hutch is then pulled 
in the opposite direction by a tractor that is hitched to 
a spreader bar between the skids. The spreader bar 
prevents damage to the skids when moving the build
ing. The manure pack is left in place when the build
ing is pulled away from the pack, and it is then easily 
removed with a front end loader. Moving the super 
hutch should not be attempted when the skids are 
frozen in place during extremely cold winter weather. 

Super hutches perform well in winter. These units 
have been tested under severe weather conditions 
with temperatures ranging as low as -20°F with a wind 
chill of-90°F. The calves in experimental units re
mained in excellent health and physical condition. 

Feeding should never take place inside the super 
hutch because of calf space requirements. A further 
problem with inside feeding is contamination of 
bedding with manure and urine. During extremely 
windy conditions, temporary protection for the outside 
feed bunk may be necessary. Feeding takes place 
outside the super hutch in a yard formed by using 
movable steel gates or other portable fencing materi
als. The feed bunk and the water supply should be 
accessible to the animals through the fence. Self
feeders should not be used for animals housed in the 
super hutch because excessively high-concentrate 
feeds predispose calves to laminitis. This manifests 
itself later when post-partum heifers start on a lactating 
ration. 



Ideally, a concrete slab 28 x 44 feet should be 
constructed to provide a floor for the super hutch and 
to provide paving for the outside yard. The outside 
yard must be paved for permanent use to avoid mud 
accumulation. The area on which the super hutch rests 
may be covered with gravel or crushed rock, but 
paving is preferable. Be sure to raise the ground level 
on which the super hutch and outside yard are located 
so that rain and snowmelt water will drain away. The 
concrete slab on which the super hutch rests should be 
sloped 1/4 inch per foot toward the back. The outside 
yard should be sloped 1/2 inch per foot from the front 
of the super hutch to the front of the slab. 

Fresh, clean water is essential for maximum 
growth and health. A good approach is to provi~e a 
single-compartment, frost-free water supply posi
tioned at the outside center of the slab in the front of 
the super hutch. When placing this hydrant, it is very 
helpful to also provide an electrical outlet at the same 
location for a light source and for dehoming. 

Should only half the slab be constructed initially, 
locate the water cup and electrical outlet to serve both 
slabs when the pavement is completed. Feed bunks 
should always be placed with the slope rather than 
across the slope, where they can act as a dam im
pounding sn.owmelt, rain and manure runoff. 

Calf Restraint 
An important feature of the super calf hutch is the 

restraint unit. This provides safety for both the animal 
and the caretaker during various procedures that must 
be performed on calves. A small, wooden, adjustable 
head gate is built into the left front of the building. 
This head gate is uncovered when the horizontally 
hinged front panel is lifted. It is always exposed in 
summer because the front doors of the building are 
then fully open. 

A swinging plywood gate is attached to a front 
post. This is vertically hinged (with three heavy L 
hinges) and it forms a chute which directs the calf 
into the wooden head gate. The calf being examined 
or treated is thus firmly restrained between the gate 
and the outside wall. This feature prevents injury to 
the calf and also provides safety for the caretaker or 
veterinarian standing outside the gate. From the 
veterinarian's standpoint the restraint feature permits 
safe, easy, efficient handling of animals. Early, 
accurate diagnosis is contingent upon adequate, safe 
restraint of animals. 

You may find one or more super calf hutches to be 
a practical way of providing housing after calves have 
outgrown individual calf hutches. These structures 
provide excellent housing conditions for animals up to 

five months of age. 

44' ----""71>1 
Succeeding moves out 
of the super calf hutch 
should be to naturally 
ventilated buildings of 
suitable design essen
tial for animal health. 
This procedure permits 
the calves' continued 
growth and develop
ment, thereby enabling 
the replacement ani
mals to enter your 
milking herd at full 
genetic potential. 

T 12' x 19' Super 
Calf Hutch 

Slope 1/4" 
per foot 

;:.,... Concrete Slab Crown V.Jl~------~~----------
N +-Feed Bunk 

1 ! Frost - Free 

Slope 1/2" 
per foot 

L::L==:.=.:=-==-=:.=.::=-=:.::.:::::::=..+-_W_at_e_r S_u...:..P_,_P ...... IY __ __, 

Suggested construction for concrete slab. 

m"--Water Hydrant & 
Electrical Outlet 
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3'x 7' CROWDING GATE 
HINGED ON STUD. BOTTOM OF 
GATE TO BE SAME HEIGHT 
TOP OF END FLAP 

4x6SKID 

2x6SHOE 

2x4 

ATTACH ALL POSTS WITH T- I 
SHAPED ANCHOR PLATES 
ON BOTH SIDES AND 3/8" I 
BOLTS l.~-+...L._-'--'---11----~I 
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2 SHEETS OF 1/2" PLYWOOD 
3' x 7'. GLUE AND JOIN 

I. ADJUST FRONT a REAR HINGED PANELS TO WEATHER CONDITIONS, 

TOGETHER 
WITH DRY-WALL 

SCREWS 

3 HINGES ON STUD 
BEVEL EDGE TO ALLOW GATE TO 
CLOSE AGAINST END WALL 

CROWDING GATE DETAIL 

REAR VIEW 

2. FOR EXPOSED LOCATIONS PARTIAL CLOSING OF SPACE 
BETWEEN RAFTERS AT FRONT MAY BE NECESSARY IN WINTER. 

3. PROVIDE OUTSIDE FENCED AREA FOR FEEDING AND WATERING. 

4. SWING UP ENO PANEL THEN MOVE BUILDING WITH 

TRACTOR TO CLE AN, 

5. CAPACITY- 8 CALVES TO ABOUT 400 LBS. 

6. ANCHOR AGAINST HIGH WINOS. 

7. CLOSE BOTH SIDES OF OPENINGS BETWEEN 

RAFTERS WITH 1/2" MESH SCREEN TO KEEP 

BIRDS FROM NESTING BETWEEN RAFTERS. 
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LAG SCREW 

NUT a WASHER 
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PLYWOOD DECK, 
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END VIEW 

NUT 

TOP VIEW 

2'-0" 

---- a" BOLT 

RADIUS FOR BOLT 
OFFSET SO RATCHET 

END IS LONGER 

FRONT VIEW 

RESTRANT 8 RATCHET DsTAIL 
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Approximate Bill of Materials 

Description 
2 x 6 20 ft. rafter girts 

12 x 6 14 ft. rafters 

2 x 6 14 ft. split for crowding gate bracing 

2 x 6 12 ft. sill plates 

2 x 6 10 ft. skid plates 
2 x 6 8 ft. studs, top plates, knee bracing 

2 x 6 6 ft. nail supports, center door supports 

2 x 4 12 ft. flaps and rub boards on end 

2 x 4 10 ft. backwall rub boards 

2 x 2 10 ft. board across rear vent 

2 x 6 10 ft. studs, knee bracing 

2 x 4 6 ft. jamb, stanchion support, rub boards 

6 x 6 10 ft. posts 

4 x 6 20 ft. skids 

4 x 8 x l/2" exterior grade plywood for sheathing, roof decking, crowding gate 

6" heavy-duty T-hinges 

3/8" bolt for stanchion hinge 

door fasteners-vent doors 

inverted T-shaped anchor plate 

1/4" x 3 1/2'' x 11 112'' (length) x 9 l/2" (height) 

l/4" x 3" x 5" metal plates for back side on skids 
to weld metal bar 

3/8" x 6 1/2" bolts-T-metal plates, back metal plates 

rolls of roll roofing 

6" wide roll l/2" mesh screen, 76" long 

9" x 11' x 6" canvas flap 

3" door hooks for closing front panels and opening manure removal openings 

3/4" dia. bars 29" long bent and welded to metal plates for pulling 

112'' dia. bar 10" long 

l/8" x 1" x 8' flat steel 

811 bolt, nuts (6) and washers (4) 

3/8" x 1 3/4" lag screws 
sufficient nails for construction; glue and dry-wall screws for gate 
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