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CARPET BEETLES 

One of Minnesota's most common household insects is the 
carpet beetle. There are several species, but the most familiar 
are the black and the varied or buffalo carpet beetle. 

The brown, hairy larvae or cast skins of carpet beetles 
usually are found in stored woolens, carpeting, lint accumula
tions, cracks and corners of closets, dresser drawers, and 
occasionally, in stored food and cupboards. The larvae are 
quite active and may appear almost anywhere in the house. It 
is probable that every home has some carpet beetles. 

Adult carpet beetles are small, oval, black, and approxi
mately 1/8-inch long. The adult beetles do no damage, but the 
larvae can be destructive. Their most serious damage results 
from feeding on animal fibers-wool, fur, feathers, hair, bris
tles, mohair-in clothing, carpeting, upholstery, and other 
household furnishings. They do not-feed on synthetic fabrics. 

Control 

If you find the larvae or their shed skins, inspect your home 
thoroughly. If insect numbers are low, you generally can han
dle the control yourself. However, local pest control operators 
have the experience, training, and equipment to do an effec
tive job when excessive numbers of insects over a large area are 
present. 

If you tackle the job yourself, start with a thorough search-
• of stored woolens in chests, boxes, and closets; 
• of remnants of flannel, wool, fleece, or felt in closets, attics, 

and basements; 
• under covers of upholstered furniture; 
• in lint that accumulates in floor cracks, registers, or cold air 

ducts; 
• under rugs, carpets, and pads-especially around edges or 

under seldom-moved furniture; 
• under baseboards, moldings, and trim. 

Black carpet beetle 

Buffalo carpet beetle 

If infestation is localized, remove infested material if possi
ble; then apply a suitable insecticide to the storage area sur
faces. If the trouble is spread throughout the building, clean 
thoroughly; then apply insecticides to infested areas or call in 
a pest control operator. 

One-half percent diazinon or 3 percent premium-grade mal
athion are available as ready-to-use household-grade solutions. 
If you cannot locate these, you may mix your own solutions 
to the correct percentages. Use 4 tablespoons of 25 percent 
diazinon liquid concentrate per gallon of water, OR 3/4 cup of 
57 percent malathion liquid concentrate per gallon of water. 
Apply these with a sprayer that emits a coarse mist. 

Apply the spray to baseboards, closet corners, and carpet 
edges. If the infestation is heavy, loosen and turn back the car
pet edges and spray both sides. Do not spray asphalt tile with 
oil based insecticides. 

You may hang clothing out on a clothesline and spray light
ly. After the spray dries, store clothing in tight garment bags 
or chests. Add naphthaline flakes or paradichlorobenzene (2 
ounces per cubic foot) to these bags or chests. 

If upholstered furniture is infested, have it fumigated by a 
professional or, in winter, put the furniture outside in temper
atures of zero or below for at least 48 hours. 

Prevention 

Housekeeping is important. Regular, thorough cleaning of 
lint removes insect breeding places. Pay particular attention to 
rugs, carpets (especially next to walls), upholstered furniture, 
closets, shelves, radiators (and the space under and behind 
them), registers and ducts, baseboards, moldings, corners, and 
floor cracks. 

Get rid of or properly store remnants or scraps of wool, fur, 
fleece, and other material. Store these remnants in tight boxes, 
chests, or plastic bags treated with mothballs or crystals. Dry 
clean or launder clothing before storing. Carpet beetles are 
more apt to infest soiled material. 



Woolen garments and less expensive furs can be stored in a 
closet used for that purpose only. A no-pest strip hung in the 
closed closet will protect the garments for three to four 
months. 

If you install wool carpeting, have it treated or apply one of 
the insecticides to the floor before laying the carpet. Also treat 
the area around the carpet edge thoroughly before putting 
down molding or fastenings. 

Webbing clothes moth 

Casemaking clothes moth 

CLOTHES MOTHS 

Clothes moths are well-known pests of fabrics in the home. 
Two species of clothes moths commonly infest woolens and 
other animal fibers. 

Both the webbing clothes moth and the casemaking clothes 
moth are similar in appearance. The adult moths are uniformly 
yellowish or buff in color and approximately ¼-inch long. 
Fully grown larvae are ½-inch long and white with brownish
black heads. They spin a silken feeding tube or hard protective 
case in the fabrics on which they feed. 

The Indian meal moth, a common house-infesting moth, 
often is confused with the clothes moth. However, it does not 
attack clothing but rather is associated with dried food. Indian 
meal moth adults are darker on one half of the body. See 
Pantry Pests, Entomology Fact Sheet 13, for identification 
and control information. 

The adult clothes moth lays its soft, white eggs in the fabric 
it attacks. The eggs hatch into creamy-white larvae. The larval 
stage is the only feeding stage in the moth's life cycle. The 
adult moth has a fluttery flight and tends to avoid light. Ap
proximately four generations per year occur under household 
conditions. 

Most clothes moth infestations in homes are carried in on 
carpeting, woolen goods, furniture, and other home furnish
ings. Used household items should be thoroughly sunned and 
perhaps sprayed before being taken into the home. 

Winter clothing should be dry cleaned and stored in cloth
ing cases or chests between cold weather use. 

In general, control and prevention measures for carpet bee
tles also will control clothes moths. 

PRECAUTIONS 

Before using any insecticide, read the label. When using any 
insecticide, be careful! Avoid spilling on clothing or skin. Wash 
thoroughly with soap and water after spraying. Do not con
taminate food, dishes, or utensils. Be sure to store all chemi
cals in a safe place where children cannot come in contact with 
them. Do not spray oil based insecticides near open flames. 

The information given in this publication is for educational purposes 
only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with 
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorse
ment by the Minnesota Agricultural Extension Service is implied. 
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