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MINITEX Policy Advisory Council Meeting    AGENDA ITEM # 7 
June 1, 2007 
 

 

7. Minnesota Digital Library -- Update     

 
We were very pleased to receive a LSTA grant from the Minnesota State Library using federal funds 
from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). This provides us continuing funding to 
develop the Minnesota Digital Library concept going forward and provide it with more sustainability 
into the future.  
 
     The Minnesota Digital Library Coalition Steering Committee met last week and approved two 
important items regarding moving forward. The first statement below provides a blueprint on what 
needs to be done in the coming year or two. There is a heavy emphasis on educational activities as well 
as promoting standards and guidelines and best practices if a library decided to get into the digitization 
activity. It also provides for continuing digitizing services where appropriate. I’ve attached a brief 
summary of a survey conducted earlier this year among libraries involved in the MDL projects over 
the last few years and it was very helpful to the Steering Committee.  
 
MDLC should continue its leadership role in digitization by: 1) promoting standards, guidelines, 
and best practices; 2) increasing its outreach and educational efforts on digitization including 
helping local organizations manage the digitization of their own materials; 3) continuing 
providing digitizing services as a transition; and, 4) examining alternatives to centralized 
scanning. 
 
 The second important item was to approve the following ‘concept’ so we could move forward 
in the development of a webpage as well as a brand. The discussion in the past was that the 
“Minnesota Digital Library’ should be seen as including more than digital images and documents, 
including a whole array of information available to Minnesotans. We discussed whether the overall 
phrase should be Minnesota Digital Library or Electronic Library for Minnesota. After much 
discussion, the Steering Committee feels that ELM is a very well known brand and a strong brand and 
contains the electronic information resources from various vendors. However, the Minnesota Digital 
Library phrase is not that well known outside libraries and at the moment is associated with digitized 
images and documents in its signature project: Reflections. We believe this would be easier to re-
brand.  
 
 I believe we will be able to convey the Minnesota Digital Library as an umbrella concept that 
would include ELM, MnLINK Gateway, and also Digital Minnesota and we can add other elements 
to such a concept. This is something we would be working on during FY08.  
 
 See the next page for a description of the Minnesota Digital Library.   
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Minnesota Digital Library 
(webpage ideas) 
 

A program of MINITEX open to all residents of Minnesota that provides and enhances access to 
digital resources.  This includes but is not limited to: 

-  
o Electronic Library for Minnesota (ELM) - Search ELM for magazine, 

newspaper, and journal articles, eBooks, and information from reference 
sources—available to all Minnesota residents at no charge! 

 
o MnLink Gateway – A virtual library that electronically links you to Minnesota’s rich 

information resources including online library catalogs – you can initiate an interlibrary 
loan request.  

 
o Digital Minnesota – providing access to Minnesota’s unique and rich resources 

(still needs some work) 
 Standards 
 Projects 
 Education 
We would also include in this section access to some of the following items:  
 Reflections – A collection of more than 13,000 images and documents from 

Minnesota’s early years, complete with descriptions.  
 News and Events 
 Standards & Best Practices. and education links. Includes archived Webinars 

and tutorials 
 Documents 
 Links with MN History Center, University of Minnesota, Iron Range Research 

Center, College of St. Catherine, Carleton College, Nicollet County Historical 
Society, Minneapolis Public Library, ……. Many other Minnesota sites. 
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