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Mange and lice may be prevented by in

troducing only healthy stock in the herd, 

by having clean sleeping quarters, and oc

casionally oiling the herd. Brood sows should 

be carefully examined for skin troubles three 

or four weeks before farrowing. If there 

is any trace of lice or mange, or both, the 

sows should be treated to keep the suckling 

pigs from contracting such troubles. 

Premises on which aHected hogs have 

been kept must be thoroughly cleaned and 

disinfected to control both lice and mange. 
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MANGE MITE 

or11 n~i ef(ec:tiv~ f,or !he .tre~~mei 

wiU lessen the spread of. fH>tb, .• 

Hog lice live entirely 

and they· puncture t.he •. it~;, s~i~ : 

each time they feed. · They breathe;/ 

through the skin.. . The eggs ore 

laid in . the bristles, l!~Ually be{!ind 
the hog's ears.. They h~tch' in o 
short time and increase rapidly. The 

hog louse. is the largest of the lic:e 

found on form livesto<;k. 

HOG LOUSE 



SAVE J=EED 

HOG MANGE. Reports from pack
ers and farmers indicate that mange 
is on the increase. Packers discount 
hogs with mange or rough skins, 
often as much as $1.50 a hundred 
pounds of live weight, because they 
have to skin the parts affected. 

Mange is caused by mites that 
spend their entire lives on hogs and 
feed on the tissues and blood. They 
cause wounds and lesions by bur
rowing into the skin. The skin over 
and around the burrows becomes 
irritated and inflamed. Small cone
shaped swellings develop and cause 
intense itching. Animals will often 

MARKET HOGS EARLIER 

Hog lice and hog mange are causing great losses to swine growers. Not 

many hogs die from lice or mange. but constant rubbing and irritation slow 

down growth and gains and make the pigs more subject to disease and other 

troubles. The feed wasted because of this unthrifty condition and :the poorer 

prices which mangy hogs bring at the market spell enormous losses to pro

ducers. The right treatment at the right time is of the utmost importance. 

scratch and rub themselves until 
raw. In advanced stages, the skin 
becomes scabby and hard, thicken
ed, and wrinkled, and most of the 
bristles fall out or are rubbed off. 

In severe cases the animals lose 
flesh, become weak, and, unless 
treated, die. The disease is spread 
by contact with infested animals, 
pens, or wallows. 

HOG LICE. Hog lice may be found 
on almost any farm where hogs are 
raised. The damage and losses 
caused are of great importance to 
hog producers. Pigs rarely die from 
the ravages of lice, but badly in
fested pigs suffer from the loss of 
blood and from irritation. Hog lice 
are parasites that puncture the skin 
and suck blood. A new puncture 
is made each time a louse feeds. 
The owner loses because of the in
creased quantity of feed consumed 
per pound of gain, retarded growth 
of young pigs, and shrinkage in the 
weight of fattening hogs. 

THESE SIMPLE TREATMENTS WILL GIVE RESULTS 

There are several remedies and several different ways of using them. 

Some herds may have both lice and mange. Others may have one trouble 

without the other. The kind of treatment and remedies to use will depend 

of the year as well as upon the equipment available. Dur-

8 pounds of dry lime sulphur to 25 
gallons of water or 1 gallon liquid 
lime sulphur to 13½ gallons of 
water. (Heat water to body tem
perature.) Three or four dippings 
given at intervals of seven to ten 

SPRAYING. Any of the dip solu
tions can be applied as a spray 
when the weather is too cold for 
dipping or if dipping tanks are not 
available. A potato sprayer is sat
isfactory. When sprayin$. the :"!:fifr 
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The owner loses because of the in
creased quantity of feed consumed 
per pound of gain, retarded growth 
of young pigs, and shrinkage in the 
weight of fattening hogs. 

TI-IESE SIMPLE TREATMENTS WILL GIVE RESULTS 
There are several remedies and several different ways of using them. 

Some herds may have both lice and mange. Others may have one trouble 

without the other. The kind of treatment and remedies to use will depend 

upon the season of the year as well as upon the equipment available. Dur

ing warm weather, dipping ihe infected animals~ most practical. but when 

the weather is cold, applications with a sprayer or by hand are advised. 

Mange is more difficult to control than lice, and treatment must be repeated 

about once a week until the condition clears. As a rule the owner's good 

judgment must determine the frequency of treatment. 

DIPPING. Run the animals through, 
or immerse them in, a liquid that 
will kill the parasites. Several good 
commercial dips are on the market 
and should be used as directed on 
the package. 

Oil dips, preferably crude oils, 
are most effective in killing lice 
and preventing mange. One part 
of kerosene or distillate to 10 parts 
of oil is recommended. Used tractor 
oil is satisfactory, or lubricating 
oil drained from a crank case can 
be used if it does not contain lead. 
Lead is injurious to the skin of a 
hog. However, most gasolines now 
contain some lead which gets into 
the oil. Oil is lighter than water 
and if used as a dip may be poured 
into a tank of water. Four to six 

inches of oil on top of the water is 
usually sufficient. Hogs, swimming 
through the solution, will oil them
selves. Little pigs may be treated 
by holding them by their forelegs 
and dipping them in the solution as 
shown in the picture at the right. 
Repeat this process in ten days to 
two weeks. It is best not to oil hogs 
when it is too cold or too hot. Oil
ing causes a change in body tem
perature. Newly oiled pigs should 
be protected from the hot sun and 
extreme cold. 

A lime sulphur dip is the most 
effective treatment for mange, es
pecially advanced stages. Purchase 
lime sulphur at any drug store and 
follow manufacturer's directions. If 

directions are not given, use either 

8 pounds of dry lime sulphur to 25 
gallons of water or 1 gallon liquid 
lime sulphur to 13½ gallons of 
water. (Heat water to body tem
perature.) Three or four dippings 
given at intervals of seven to ten 
days usually will kill mat'ge mites. 

Caution: When dipping pigs by 
hand, it is well to grease arms with 
vaseline or hand oil, as lime sul
phur may irritate human skin. 

Lye manufacturers have an effec
tive and economical formula for a 
mange dip. 

Coal-tar creosote dips used in soft 
water at an interval of two weeks 
have been effective. 

One pint of coal-tar disinfectant 
in 10 gallons of oil is a good spray. 

SPRAYING. A.ny of the dip solu
tions can . be applied as a spray 
when the weather is too cold for 
dipping or if dipping tanks are not 
available. A potato sprayer is sat
isfactory. When spraying the ani
mal, be sure to soak its entire body, 
especially between the legs and un
der the flanks. Repeat the spraying 
every two weeks until treatment 
is effective. 

HAND APPLICATIONS. During 
cold weather, thorough applications 
of remedies by hand are successful. 
Use a long-handled stiff brush. 

Applications of kerosene and lard 
mixed in the proportion of one pint 
of kerosene to one pound of lard 
will kill lice and control mange. 
Seven parts of flowers of sulphur 
and one part of turpentine with 
just enough machine oil added to 
make it pasty is also a good winter 
treatment for mange. Applications 
of equal parts cottonseed oil and 
kerosene will kill lice and control 
mange. Crude petroleum applied 
at intervals will control both lice 
and mange. 

An effective method is to pen all 
hogs in close quarters, then use a 
sprinkling can and sprinkle the 
hogs. In milling around, the hogs 
grease themselves. 


