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OUTLOOK FOR THE VEALING OF 
CALVES IN 1930 

There is no question but that the quality of veal 
calves as sent to market can be greatly improved. 
The principal factors that decide whether or not 
the operation of preparing veal calves for market 
will be profitable to the farmer are as follows : 

1. The original weight of the calf. 
2. The price of butterfat or of whole milk. 
3. The finiished weight and age as shipped to market. 
4. The price of veal. 

The Weight of Calves at Birth 
It has been estimated that large-sized calves of 

Holstein, Brown Swiss, or the beef breeds will 
average around 90 pounds at birth. Those of 
Guernsey and Jersey breeding will range from 50 
to 70 pound.5. Those of the heavier weights have 
a distinct advantage as veal prospects inasmuch as 
the profits are derived from the sale price of the 
original birth weights. To produce good and 
choice market calves at 5 to 6 weeks of age it is 
essential to start with relatively heavy calves. 
Therefore the larger the calf at birth the larger 
the margin of profit. 

The Price of Whole Milk 
It is a well-established fact that IO pounds of 

whole milk are required to make one pound of 
gain on a calf. The present price of whole milk 
in the Twin City Milk Producers' territory is 
about $1.90 per hundredweight on the farm. At 40 
cents for butterfat and estimating the value of the 
skimmilk at 25 cents per hundredweight, the farmer 



who sells cream is realizing about $1.75 per hun
dredweight for his average milk. 

Extended experiments at the Pennsylvania Ex
periment Station showed that with milk at $2.40 
per hundredweight, the calf owner barely breaks 
even with veal at 12 cents per pound. If milk is 
as low as $1.75, on the other hand, the farmer who 
has calves large at birth, Holsteins for example, 
may have a return up to $9 or $10 above the cost 
of feed at going prices of veal on the market. 

With the present surplus of butter and the prices 
now paid for dairy' products, it would seem that 
farmers could well increase their income by veal
ing the calves they do not desire to raise, under 
conditions of feeding and of age of the calf, so as 
to make a very good return on the milk consumed. 
Probably Minnesota produces close to a million 
and a quarter calves annually, the majority of 
which will be sent to market or killed on the farm 
at birth. With the lighter calves there may be some 
question as to whether it pays to attempt to make 
them into veal, but with the larger calves, keeping 
them one to two weeks longer would increase the 
consumption of milk at a good price and take that 
amount off the market, which should help in 
stabilizing the prices of milk and butter. 

The Finished Weight and Age 
A very important point in handling veal calves 

is to sell them before the cost of gain is excessive, 
and before too much whole milk is consumed. 
Ordinarily, the calf should not be over S or 6 
weeks old, and at this age, the weight should 
range from 120 to 16o pounds. 

Feeding of skimmilk will not produce high qual
ity veal. There can be no profit in selling calves 
of poor flesh at any age. Likewise, feeding whole 
milk past that period of time and weight necessary 
to obtain the price for good and choice veal tends 
to increase the cost beyond the figure which will 
allow a profit. 



The Price of Veal, February, 1930 
The market classification of veal calves is rec

ognized by the buyers somewhat as follows : 
Choice: Weight 130 to 17n pounds, price $14 to $15.50 

per cwt. Well fleshed, whole milk fed. 
Good: Weight 115 to 130 pounds, price $11.50 to $13 

per cwt. Fair flesh, whole micrk fed. 
Fair: Weight 95 to 110 pounds, price $II to $12 per 

cwt. Light weight, unfinished, whole milk fed. 
Culls: All weights, price $7 to $10 per cwt. Skimmilk 

fed, poorly fleshed. 
At present a $4 spread exists in the market for 

veals in these various classes. This is ample to 
promote the production of better veal calves by 
the use of more whole milk. 

What This Price Spread Means 
With a $4 spread between the price of whole 

milk calves of good quality and of skimmilk calves 
of poor condition, on the market, it may be con
cluded that with milk worth $r.75 per hundred
weight on the farm, the returns to the producer 
for whole milk fed to veal would warrant the feed
ing of as much as 6oo pounds of whole milk per 
calf. This would make an average gain of 6o 
pounds per calf from birth weight. As the spread 
narrows from $4, the time of feeding whole milk 
would necessarily shorten, as well as the amount 
of whole milk that would be profitable to feed. 

Even tho the return per hundredweight of milk 
for calves fed 2 or 3 weeks will be higher than the 
returns per hundred pounds of milk for calves fed 
6 weeks, the increased net income by the market
ing of the heavier calves will be greater than the 
same amount that would be received if the whole 
milk were to be marketed in the form of butterfat. 

It would seem, therefore, that under present con
ditions of a $4 spread in the market and the present 
price of milk on the farm, that many producers 
could increase their income by feeding the calves 
up to 6 weeks of age, and up to the amount of 
milk that would be consumed in this period. 
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