
HOME STORAGE 
OF 

POTATOES 

Proper storage is very important in 
preserving the quality of table stock and 
the vitality and vigor of seed potatoes. 
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1. Newly stored potatoes give off consid
erable moisture and heat. This sweat
ing process is decidedly noticeable during 
the early part of the storage season and 
especially when potatoes are immature, 
wet, or covered with moist dirt. 

2. Warm, moist air favors the development 
of rots in potatoes 

3. Proper ventilation and aeration will re
move excess moisture and heat, and check 
the development of bacteria and molds 
that cause rot. 

4. The movement of air should pass through 
as well as around the potato bins. 

5. During the winter months, when sweat
ing is reduced, the potatoes require less 
air. Ventilation can then be controlled 
by stuffing old gunny sacks or straw into 
the ventilators. 

6. A cellar with a dry dirt floor requires 
less aeration than one with a cement floor. 

7. Potatoes keep best at 40° F. 



How Temperature Affects 
Stored Potatoes 

~- PotJtoes sprout after 89 days 

--Potatoes sprout after 126 days 

I+-- Potatoes sprout after 200 days 

35 ~ Best for Storage 

30 ~ Potatoes turn sweet 

Below 3 0 Degrees Freezing Injury. 

Develops 

Temperature Is Best Regulated By 

Good Insulation 

Ventilation 

Air Circulation 

Stove Heat When Needed 
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