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Executive Summary 

 

Located in Northeast Minneapolis, the Bottineau Neighborhood is bordered by the 

Mississippi River to the West and University Avenue to the East.  It extends from 17th 

Avenue NE in the south to Lowry Avenue.   

 

The Bottineau Neighborhood boasts a long and eventful history.  Primarily settled and 

developed by immigrants from southern and eastern Europe in the late 1800s and early 

1900s, the appearance and community of the Bottineau Neighborhood has been largely 

influenced by its past.   In order to preserve its history for the benefit of the community 

and future generations, the Bottineau Neighborhood Association would like to document 

the history of the neighborhood through the accounts of those that remember it.  This 

report incorporates the stories and memories of Bottineau community members as well as 

published historical accounts as a means to accomplish the goal of the Bottineau 

Neighborhood Association. 
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Introduction 

 A legendary pioneer, explorer, and leader, Pierre Bottineau’s arrival in St. 

Anthony Falls heralded the civilization of today’s Northeast Minneapolis.  Son of a 

French Canadian Voyageur and his Chippewa Indian wife, Bottineau gained recognition 

delivering messages for fur companies and later as an expedition guide.  As chief guide 

for the Northern Pacific Railroad Company expedition across North Dakota and later as 

an Army scout for military outposts, Bottineau’s courage, unique benevolence, and 

mastery of French, English, and various Minnesota Indian languages earned him fame 

and the favorable nickname “The Walking Peace Pipe.”  In 1845, Bottineau purchased a 

5 block wide parcel of land for $150 that extended north along the Mississippi River from 

today’s East Hennepin Avenue to approximately Lowry Avenue.  Known as Bottineau’s 

Addition, he built the first wooden shingled house in St. Anthony, donated land for the 

first church, and made his living selling real estate and navigating the Mississippi River.  

Before leaving St. Anthony in 1855 to find new prospects in the undeveloped land to the 

north, Bottineau had laid the foundation for the settlement and civilization of Northeast 

Minneapolis. 

 Today, the Bottineau Neighborhood in Northeast Minneapolis bears the name and 

spirit of the famous pioneer.  Situated just north of downtown Minneapolis, the Bottineau 

Neighborhood is located within the original parcel of land owned by Pierre Bottineau.  

Bounded by the Mississippi River to the east and University Avenue to the West, the 

neighborhood stretches 7 blocks from 17th Avenue in the south to Lowry Avenue.  

Although small in size, the Bottineau Neighborhood boasts a long and rich history.  

Settled by immigrants from eastern and southern Europe in the late 1800s and early 
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1900s, the history and spirit of the neighborhood resembles the pioneering spirit of its 

namesake.  The stories told by its residents and the character of the community embody 

the courage and compassion of the original founder.  As such, the history of the Bottineau 

Neighborhood can be understood through the stories of its community members.  These 

are the tales of Bottineau as told by individuals who remember the neighborhood in its 

early days.        

 

Immigration and Settlement 

 The history of the Bottineau Neighborhood began in the late 1880 as immigrants 

from eastern and southern Europe began to settle in Minnesota.  As St. Anthony was 

largely undeveloped, immigrants had the chance to buy and own land.  By 1900, there 

were German, Polish, Swedish, Ukrainian, Italian, and Danish families living in what 

would become Northeast Minneapolis.   

 After 1900, many new immigrant families arrived in Minnesota to escape poverty, 

religious, ethnic, and political persecution, and the eminent war.  As many of the families 

had relatives and friends residing in Northeast Minneapolis, a large number of 

immigrants settled in or near the Bottineau Neighborhood.  Sophie Vlach, a long time 

Bottineau resident, recalled the time when her parents made the voyage to Minnesota 

from Poland “as a time when a lot of people from Poland were coming to Minnesota 

because there were already a lot of Polish people, Russian people, and Slovenian people 

in the neighborhood.  You went where you knew people.” 

 Joe Marek, however, noted a different reason for immigration to Minneapolis: 
 
My parents emigrated from Poland…I imagine poverty was the main 
reason for my parents’ decision to leave Poland.  Also, it was a rumor and 
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they didn’t like to talk about it, but my father and my uncle emigrated to 
escape the army…They had friends here in Northeast Minneapolis.  
Usually, they would have a friend finance their trip and when they earned 
enough money they would pay them back…or help somebody else make 
the trip. 
 

As a result, the Bottineau Neighborhood drew a large number of European immigrants.  

In fact, Lois Buchinger described her memory of the neighborhood as  “a melting pot of 

different cultures and ethnicities.” 

 Although the Bottineau Neighborhood was home to many different families of 

different ethnicities, cultures, and religions, a strong community spirit endured.  As Irene 

Jaros pointed out, “there were many different communities in the neighborhood: you had 

your Polish community, your German community, your Russian community, and your 

Irish and Czech community all in Northeast Minneapolis – from 37th to East Hennepin 

and from the [Mississippi] River out.”  Many of the different ethnic groups attended 

different churches and patronized different bars.  However, aside from the “childhood 

teasing,” as Joe Marek remembered, “there was little animosity between different 

religions or groups.”   

 After arriving in the Bottineau Neighborhood, many of the new immigrants found 

places to stay with friends or relatives until they could find a home of their own.  Aside 

from room and board, they also provided advice on finding employment.  Boarding 

houses also sprang up in Northeast Minneapolis to provide lodging for newcomers.  As 

soon families were able, many families found homes or built homes themselves.  Lois 

Buchinger told the story of how the house where she currently lives was built: 

My great-grandfather, Louis Kampff, emigrated from Germany to 
Bottineau in 1854.  He built this house [on Marshall Street] in 1861.  It’s 
one of the oldest, if not the oldest, house in Bottineau.  In fact, the name 
on the deed for the plot of the land was Pierre Bottineau.  He worked hard 



 7

to provide a place for his family to live.  It’s a great house – it appears 
pretty much the same today.   When his children married, each one had a 
house along Marshall Street as well.  So at one time, it was all strictly 
relatives.     
 

Many of the houses that exist in the Bottineau Neighborhood today were, in fact, built 

during this first wave of immigration to Northeast Minneapolis.  Jerry Korblick, another 

Bottineau resident, mentioned that “the neighborhood – or at least the houses – looks 

pretty much the same today as they did when I was growing up.”  The well maintained 

and attractive houses of today’s Bottineau Neighborhood stands as a sign to the quality 

workmanship of the builders and the pride of their current residents.   

 Although many of the new immigrants were unable to buy land or farm, they 

wished to remain close to their friends and relatives.  Consequently, a large number of the 

new immigrants found jobs in nearby factories or became small business entrepreneurs.  

Irene Jaros of the Bottineau Neighborhood described her parents’ immigration process: 

My parents immigrated to the Bottineau Neighborhood in 1910 from 
Poland.  My dad had a brother that was here [in Minnesota].   When he 
immigrated to the United States he came to Minneapolis and worked at the 
H.J. Nelson Fixture Company in Northeast Minneapolis.  Later, we also 
had a grocery store on 17th Avenue and University Avenue – a little mom 
n’ pop grocery store.   
 

Before building the house on Marshall Street, Louis Kampff founded the St. Anthony 

Pottery Company.  Producing clay pots and jugs, Louis Kampff oversaw the entire 

operation: 

He mined the clay from a nearby claypit and used horses to grind it.  He 
also hand made each clay pot and built his own kiln to bake them. 
 

Many of Louis Kampff’s relatives became local entrepreneurs as well.  Almost all of his 

6 children started businesses in Northeast Minneapolis as well including the Kampff-

Warneke Furniture and Dry Goods Store, a machine shop, and a pharmacy.  From Lois 
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Buchinger’s account, it is apparent that a strong tie exists between the community 

members and the neighborhood. 

 
Community Establishments and Businesses 
 As mentioned earlier, many of Bottineau’s residents worked at nearby businesses 

and factories or started local businesses of their own.  The large mix of ethnic groups and 

cultures enabled many small business owners to cater to the specific needs of different 

groups.  As Lois Buchinger pointed out, the large number of families from different 

ethnic groups was one of the reasons as to why there were so many different shops, bars, 

and bakeries in the Bottineau Neighborhood.  Although many of the businesses 

accommodated different groups, they served as community spaces, meeting places, and 

sites of cultural integration for the entire community.  The list of businesses and 

establishments that have made a lasting impression on Bottineau residents is long.  

Although all are worthy of mention, here are a few memories. 

 One such place was “The First and Last Chance Bar.”  Located at 2500 NE 4th 

Street, the bar was a favorite for many Bottineau community members.  Inspector Rich 

Stanek of the 2nd Precinct remembered both his mother and father working there at one 

time: 

On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights, that’s what you would do – you 
would go visit mom and give her a kiss goodnight.  When you did you 
would stick around for an hour and she would put you in the back booth 
and we would have a coke and talk with the ‘old ladies.’  It was a polka 
bar and every weekend they would have a polka band.  That’s how you 
would learn to dance the polka.  You would go and dance with the ‘old 
ladies.’  [As Polish traditions dictate] before your wedding day, a young 
man would go to the bar with a towel around his shoulders and dance with 
all the ‘old ladies.’  At the end of the night he would throw the towel in 
and that would be it – he would get married the next day.    
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In this way, the First and Last Chance Bar not only served the Polish community, but also 

familiarized the larger community with traditional Polish culture.  

 Blackey’s Bakery, located 

at 639 22nd Ave NE, was also a 

popular destination for many 

Bottineau residents.  Families 

would often depend on Blackey’s 

for their authentic Polish breads 

baked in the large hearth oven.  

Inspector Stanek recalled the numerous times he was “sent to Blackey’s to pick up a loaf 

of bread for the family.”  Although the bakery mostly catered to Polish tastes, many 

community members patronized the store with frequency. 

 The Kozlak family ran a number of businesses in the Bottineau Neighborhood.  

Their family empire began with Jax Café located at 1928 University Avenue.  A 

community favorite, Jax Café developed into a classy steak house after Joseph Kozlak, 

Sr. purchased the building in 1943.  Although Jax often drew clientele from outside of the 

Bottineau Neighborhood, many saw it as a pillar of the community.  Praising its presence, 

Joe Marek described Jax Café as “a fashionable community establishment.”  The Kozlaks 

also owned and operated a funeral parlor next door to Jax Café and almost every 

community member recalled a time when they attended a funeral service for a fellow 

Bottineau neighbor at Kozlak’s. 

 Peter and Victoria Biernat owned and operated a small grocery store at the 

intersection of Lowry Avenue and 3rd Street NE.  Although one of many corner grocery 

 
Blackey’s Bakery 
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stores, Biernats was the only store aside from Sentryz that was able to sell liquor.  Kids 

from the neighborhood used to come into Biernats to buy candy and fountain sodas.  Lois 

Buchinger recalled “stopping in at Biernats almost every day to buy penny candy.” 

 Little Jack’s Steakhouse was and is a neighborhood favorite.  Owned and 

operated by Josephine and Jack Reshetar from 1932 to 1970, the restaurant featured 

authentic Eastern European specialties.  Community members, like Joe Marek, could stop 

in and “try the Russian food.  There were always people there talking and socializing – it 

was a fun neighborhood place.”  Today, Little Jack’s serves American cuisine but still 

offers its special Eastern European plates during holidays.   

 Krawczyk’s Sausage Company was the only place some Bottineau families would 

purchase meat from.  Located at 125 Lowry Avenue NE, the authentic Polish butcher 

company featured homemade sausages and foods for special religious holidays.  Ins. Rich 

Stanek recalled his family being a “loyal customer to Krawczyk’s… They always seemed 

to know your name and what you wanted.”   

 
Religion and Churches 
 The Bottineau Neighborhood was home to families from a wide variety of 

ethnicities as well as religions.  As a result, a number of churches were erected in 

Northeast Minneapolis to satisfy the religious needs of the community.  According to 

Jerry Korblick, “a lot of Bottineau residents were Catholic.  As a result, there were a lot 

of Catholic churches… Almost everyone went to some church in [Northeast 

Minneapolis].  A lot of them had different service times and a lot of people went to 

different churches…but everyone went to church.”  Joe Marek recollected a few of the 

churches, “there was St. John’s that served the Russians and St. Mary’s that served the 
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Orthodox Russians.”   Emilia Birch, another Bottineau Neighborhood resident, added that 

“the Germans [attended church] at St. Boniface and the Irish went to St. Anthony [of 

Padua].”  “Holy Cross,” as described by Inspector Stanek, “was a very Polish parish.”  

The number and diversity of churches in or near the Bottineau neighborhood reflects the 

different cultures that existed in the Bottineau Neighborhood. 

 As mentioned earlier, the primarily Polish people from the Bottineau 

Neighborhood were members at the Holy Cross Catholic Church.  Every Sunday, mass 

was recited in Polish at the early service and in English at the later service.  As many 

Polish immigrants in the Bottineau Neighborhood were not fluent in English, the Polish 

masses at Holy Cross provided the only chance to practice their faith in Minneapolis.  

Aside from church services, Holy Cross also offered Polish families the opportunity to 

share in Polish customs and traditions.  Church events featured authentic Polish foods, 

folk songs, and dances.  Both Ann Nawara and Helen Lazinski, two sisters that grew up 

in the Bottineau Neighborhood, remembered “the Polish Polka band that would play at 

Holy Cross on special occasions.”            

 Although there were many different groups in Northeast Minneapolis practicing 

different religions, there were seldom any conflicts.  Joe Marek recounted Christmastime 

in the Bottineau Neighborhood as a time when “all the families would bring different 

foods to other families.  Polish families would be trading food with Swedish families and 

so on.”  Irene Jaros told the story of how she and her family would visit other churches 

on Holy Thursday during Lent: 

We would walk from church to church.  The parents and the kids would be 
all dressed up because the churches would be decorated beautifully.  We 
would go from one church to the other and as you were walking along, 
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you would meet this neighbor and that neighbor.  It was quite an event.  I 
used to look forward to that. 
 

Despite the blend of ethnicities and religions in the Bottineau Neighborhood, the 

compassion and community spirit of its residents endured. 

 

Weddings 
 A favorite topic for many residents, the Bottineau Neighborhood was famous for 

its traditional Polish weddings.  Often involving the entire community, the weddings 

would typically last all day.  Many of the wedding ceremonies were conducted at Holy 

Cross Catholic Church and included a reception at the Northeast Neighborhood House or 

the assembly room at the BNA Hall.   

 Known for their boisterous and celebratory nature, the traditional Polish weddings 

of the Bottineau Neighborhood can best be described by those that remember.  Irene 

Jaros had this story to tell: 

Weddings were something else.  It depended on the bride and groom.  
They would invite their friends and relatives.  They still have big 
weddings but not on the scale they had back then… I had a big Polish 
wedding.  You eat, you drink, you dance – the same thing you do now.  
Only it lasts a lot longer.  The next day, you usually go over to the bride’s 
parents’ home and depending on whatever was left over from the night 
before you usually start all over again. 
 

At the reception, people would dance to a live Polka band until late in the evening.  Ann 

Nawara recounted one Polish wedding she attended: 

Everybody was invited: kids, grown-ups, parents, everybody.  And there 
was dancing.  Oh, was there dancing! 
 

The Polish weddings of served not only as a community get-together but also as a way to 

share customs and traditions between different cultures. 
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Breweries 
 The Grain Belt Brewery and the Gluek Brewery were both pillars in the Bottineau 

community as well as major sources of employment.  As immigrants arrived in Bottineau 

in the late 1800s and early 1900s, many found jobs at the breweries that would support 

their families.  As a result, the success and decline of the breweries had a large impact on 

the Bottineau Neighborhood. 

 The Gluek Brewery, located at 22nd and Marshall Street NE, was established in 

1857 by the German immigrant Gottlieb Gluek.  At its height, the brewery employed a 

large number of community members from the Bottineau neighborhood.  Lois Buchinger, 

a friend and secretary for the Glueks, worked at the Gluek mansion down the road from 

the brewery: 

The Glueks were very nice people.  They loved the community and 
enjoyed being in the business…They made lots of contributions to the 
people of Bottineau.  That’s why the site of the old Gluek Brewery has 
been turned into ‘Gluek Park.’ 
 

When the Gluek Brewery fell on hard times in the 1960s, the Glueks sold the company to 

competitor G. Heileman of LaCrosse, Wisconsin.  As a result, many of the former Gluek 

Brewery employees were forced to find new jobs.  Although some found jobs at the 

nearby Grain Belt Brewery, some were left unemployed. 

 The Grain Belt Brewery was established in 1893 at 1215 Marshall Street NE.  At 

its height, the brewery employed thousands of workers – a large number of which lived in 

the Bottineau Neighborhood.  Jean Kinsel, who grew up in Bottineau, recounted her 

father’s job at the Grain Belt Brewery: 

My father worked at a large machine that monitored the temperature of the 
brewing process.  The machine was so complex and confusing, he was the 
only on that knew how to operate it.  He was almost 70 years old when he 
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retired.  In fact, he received the very first retirement check from Grain Belt 
the day he retired.   
 

Like the Gluek Brewery, the Grain Belt Brewery went out of business on Christmas Day 

in 1975.  For some time, the 

monstrous building that housed the 

operation stood as a monument to 

times past.  When developers sought 

to level the brewery to make way for 

new riverside housing developments, 

local community groups and 

individuals prevented their efforts by effectively lobbying for its preservation as a 

historical monument.  As of recent, the Grain Belt Brewery has been revitalized and 

converted to house the offices of RSP Architects.  A new housing development is also 

scheduled for construction nearby.  Known as the Grain Belt Brewery Project, its design 

and appearance will compliment the classic architecture and style of the old Brewery. 

 

Northeast Neighborhood Services 
 Located at 1929 2nd Street NE, the Northeast Neighborhood House, or ‘Nut 

House’ as it was affectionately called, was a mainstay for the Bottineau community.  

Established in 1915, the Neighborhood House was originally erected to help new 

immigrants settle in.  It offered classes in cooking, sewing, carpentry, and English as well 

assistance for those looking for employment.  As demand for children’s activities 

heightened, the Neighborhood House expanded to organize athletics, classes in basket 

weaving and crocheting, and serve as an assembly hall for dances.  The Neighborhood 

 
 

Grain Belt Brewery 
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House drew people from the Bottineau community across ethnic and cultural divisions 

for recreation, socializing, and education.      

 The Neighborhood House played a large role in the lives of Bottineau children.  

“Almost all of the programming for children’s activities,” according to Lois Buchinger, 

“was developed and run by a few University of Minnesota students.  Mr. [Robbins] 

Gilman, the director of the Neighborhood House, would hire a couple of U of M students 

each summer.  They would receive room at the Neighborhood House in exchange for 

their help.”  Irene Jaros remembered the specific activities the Neighborhood House 

provided for young girls: 

After school, that was the first place us kids went – to the Nut House.  
They had all kinds of activities over there.  For the girls, they had cooking, 
sewing, basket weaving – they had classes for everyone. 
 

Inspector Stanek recalled the activities they organized for boys: 

They would organize baseball games and teams and all of the 
neighborhood boys would come and play.  Sometimes we would play 
against other neighborhoods.   
 

Aside from sports and classes, the Neighborhood House served as an assembly hall.  Ann 

Nawara told the story of how she and her friends would attend weekly dances at the 

Neighborhood House: 

They used to hold dances at the Nut House every weekend.  Almost every 
kid from Bottineau would show up – and kids from all of Northeast.  It 
was always a good time.  It also gave us a chance to meet people.  I think 
that’s where most of the young couples met. 

 
In this way, the Northeast Neighborhood House connected and integrated Bottineau 

Neighborhood with the larger Northeast community. 
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Bottineau Park 
 Located at the center of the Bottineau Neighborhood, Bottineau Park was the 

primary gathering spot for neighborhood residents.  Aside from children’s athletic and 

recreational activities, Bottineau Park would hold events for the entire Bottineau 

community.  Events and activities organized at the park would often attract a large 

number of Bottineau residents.      

  In the summertime, the park was a popular place for adults and children alike.  

Helen Lazinski remembered attending the weekly band concerts held at Bottineau Park: 

They had a band concerts in the park every week.  It was a big deal.  They 
used to sing.  They don’t have that anymore.  I miss that – that’s when the 
girls used to chase the guys. 
 

Emilia Birch recalled the band concerts as a community event: 

Every Sunday, there were band concerts at the park.  There would be a 
booth run by the Zawislak family that sold ice cream and popcorn.  The 
park was full – everybody came.  They put up benches and the park board 
and everyone would come to the concerts.  Some people would bring 
things to sit on.  They were the best. 
 

Joe Marek remembered the “baseball games [children] would play at the park.  There was 

the park center that you could check out equipment at.  We used to have baseball teams 

that would play other teams in the neighborhood…and from other neighborhoods in 

Northeast.”  Irene Jaros also recalled the summer pageants for young girls that were held 

in the park:   

In the summer, we would come to the park and they would have pageants.  
There were pageants at all the Twin Cities’ parks.  Sometimes they would 
be held at Lake Harriet [in Southwest Minneapolis] – at the Rose Gardens.  
There would be some teacher [from Bottineau] that would give us fabric 
and paper to make costumes.  It was a lot of fun. 
 

Jerry Korblick remembered watching fireworks during the 4th of July at Bottineau Park: 
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For a while there used to be a fireworks show at Bottineau Park.  
Everyone from the neighborhood would sit in the park and watch.  All the 
families from the neighborhood were there.  It was great. 
 

As Lois Buchinger described, “Bottineau Park was a place were everyone congregated in 

the summer.” 

 In the wintertime, Bottineau Park was transformed into an enormous ice skating 

rink.  “In the winter months,” according to Irene Jaros, “there were wall to wall kids on 

the ice skating rink.  There wasn’t a fancy warming house.  There was a warming house 

with a pot bellied stove that kids used to prop their skates on the railing there to warm up.  

It was a lot of fun.”  Although the ice skating rink mostly attracted the youth from the 

Bottineau Neighborhood, it still served as a central meeting place for the Bottineau 

community. 

 

Growing Up 
 According to Lois Buchinger, “Bottineau was a great place for children to grow 

up.”  Aside from the Northeast Neighborhood House and Bottineau Park, children had 

plenty of opportunities for recreation and meeting other children.  As Ann Nawara 

described, “growing up in Bottineau was nothing like it is today.  Everyone was outside 

doing things.  We walked everywhere.  Today, with TV and video games, it’s rare to see 

even a few kids at Bottineau Park.” 

 First, growing up in Bottineau meant walking everywhere.  Lois Buchinger told 

how she “would walk to her friends’ houses, to school, to the corner grocery store for 

candy, and to he park.  We didn’t have cars.  If you needed to go someplace far, like 

downtown Minneapolis, you would have to take the streetcar.”  Ann Nawara agreed: 
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Bottineau was a safe place.  Kids used to walk everywhere.  There was 
always someone on the street.  We used to walk miles in one day and not 
even think twice about it.  We had no option. 
 

As a result, children were often limited to the recreational places in or near the Bottineau 

Neighborhood. 

 In the summertime, many of the children sought places to escape the summer 

heat.  Jerry Korblick remembered traveling to the Camden Pool to swim: 

We used to walk or bike to Camden Pool in the summer.  It was a long 
way – maybe a couple of miles – but it was the only way we could get 
there.  We didn’t have a neighborhood pool, so it was the closest one. 
 

Lois Buchinger remembered some of the neighborhood boys swimming in the 

Mississippi River: 

My parents always told me not to get too close to the river.  It was a 
dangerous place.  I remember a few boys swimming there in the summer.  
But it had a strong current.  It seems like almost every summer, somebody 
would get hurt or lost swimming in the river.  We mostly stayed away 
from it. 
 

Instead of making the 

trip to the Camden 

Pool, many children 

avoided the heat by 

hanging out in corner 

grocery stores or 

attending the movies.  

As Jerry Korblick 

recalled, the Ritz Theater, located on 13th and 4th Street, was a popular destination for 

many Bottineau kids: 

 
Ritz Theater on 4th Street 
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We used to watch movies at the Ritz Theater in the Sheridan 
Neighborhood.  I used to spend a lot of Saturdays there.  Mom and Dad 
would give us enough money where maybe one or two of my friends 
could go and watch the movies for all of Saturday.  They would run from 
about 12 to about 3 or 3:30.  They would have cartoons and a lot of old 
Western movies.  A lot of kids spent time there. 
 

Lois Buchinger also reminisced about “taking a streetcar to the department stores in 

downtown Minneapolis.  We could see all the merchandise and relax indoors.”   

 For many children, open fields or empty lots provided a world of entertainment.  

Joe Marek used to play baseball at the old grain silos on 22nd Avenue: 

We used to have our own baseball team and we would play where the old 
grain elevator burned down.  Of course, we had our own rules.  Most of 
the people had gardens across the street.  If you hit it over there, the 
people didn’t like it so it was an out.  If you hit it in the street it was an 
out.  But the field was so small and the silos were on one side and the 
elevator on the other.   
 

Inspector Stanek recalled similar memories: 

We used to play at what was called ‘the field.’  It was off of 5th Street just 
north of Lowry Avenue.  There used to be grain elevators there…those 
grain elevators were in a big field.  So my brothers and I, as well as the 15 
or 20 kids in the neighborhood we grew up with, used to have a baseball 
game or a soccer game there.  It was like we had our own park and rec. 
field.   
 

Although children growing up in the Bottineau neighborhood were limited to their 

immediate surroundings, they were able to find fun throughout the neighborhood. 

 Safety was of relatively little concern for children growing up in the 

neighborhood.  Although most children had a curfew, many of the children were 

permitted to roam the neighborhood unsupervised.  “Everyone in the neighborhood knew 

each other,” commented Sophie Vlach, “and everyone looked after each other.”  Lois 

Buchinger recalled “never having locked [her] house door” and Irene Jaros remembered a 

time when she and her sister slept outside on the front lawn: 
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Down at the Northtown Freight Yard, a lot of the hobos would ride the 
rails.  They would have to get off there and they would walk towards 
downtown.  I lived across from the park… On a hot day my sister and I 
would put a blanket out [in our front yard] and sleep through the night.  
We could hear these guys walking by but nobody ever bothered us.  We 
never locked our house or our windows.  It was a safe neighborhood. 
 

Joe Marek remembered that “like it or not, everyone in the neighborhood kept a close eye 

on the neighborhood:” 

I was walking down the street one day and I dropped a soda bottle in the 
curb.  Well, one of the neighbors saw me do it and he came out of his 
house and made me pick it up.  Although I didn’t like it at the time, I 
appreciate the fact that people cared about the neighborhood. 
 

“It wasn’t easy causing trouble in Bottineau,” quipped Inspector Stanek, “it was a 

relatively safe place.” 

 

Schools 
 Many of the Polish families from the Bottineau Neighborhood sent their children 

to Holy Cross Church for grade school.  There they learned English and Polish, religion 

and basic instruction.  Almost a mile away from some Bottineau students, Louis 

Buchinger remembered “walking to Holy Cross through summer and winter.”   

Other children attended Schiller School at 2636 Grand Street NE.  Many of the 

students that attended Schiller came from foreign-born families and first learned English 

at the elementary school. Jerry Korblick described Schiller School as “having a lot of 

Polish students. Some of them didn’t speak very much English but they learned there.”  

Although the school closed in 1974, many Bottineau residents still have fond memories 

of their childhood at Schiller.    
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Most of the youth in Bottineau attended Edison High School at 700 22nd Avenue 

NE.  Again many of the Bottineau residents recall walking to Edison despite the distance 

and weather.  Helen Lazinski had fond memories of prom at Edison High: 

Everyone was dressed up and looked their best.  It was one of the few 
times, aside from the dances at the Neighborhood House, that all of the 
boys and girls from all over Northeast could get together.  
 

 

Community Spirit 
 A strong sense of community spirit links all of the stories and tales told about the 

Bottineau Neighborhood.  Despite cultural, religious, or ethnic differences, the residents 

of the Bottineau Neighborhood expressed compassion towards each other and shared in a 

common bond that united the community.  The community spirit is evident in the stories 

of neighborly support, community events, and lasting friendships.   

 On Flag Day, Bottineau residents would gather at Bottineau Park to celebrate 

what they dubbed “Neighbor Day.”  At the park, they would share food, tell stories, 

celebrate their own customs and traditions, and enjoy music.  Lois Buchinger used to 

look forward to Neighbor Day: 

Neighbor Day was a time when you got to sample all of the different 
ethnic dishes from around the neighborhood.  People would bring food 
from wherever they were from: Germany, Poland, Sweden…wherever.  
We would learn about each other’s traditions and customs and never leave 
hungry. 
 

The sharing and convivial nature of Neighbor Day was emblematic of the community 

spirit in the Bottineau Neighborhood.  

 The welcoming spirit of Neighbor Day extended beyond the holidays.  Bottineau 

residents not only knew their neighbors, but also lent a helping hand to those in need.  

Inspector Stanek told this story in honor of the community spirit that existed in Bottineau: 
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When my parents were sick, or my dad had his leg amputated, or when my 
mother passed away a few years later, my next door neighbors, the 
Zanlows and Nomaks would come over and make us dinner, clean the 
house and take care of us boys.  I had two younger brothers when my 
mother passed away and the ‘neighbor ladies’ would come over and take 
care of us.  They didn’t care that we weren’t their children.  That’s just the 
way the neighborhood was.  We did things for each other. 
 

Jerry Korblick seemed to agree that families in the Bottineau Neighborhood felt 

compassion and responsibility towards each other: 

A lot of the families would bake cookies and give them to their neighbors.  
You would also receive a lot of ethnic foods from some of the other 
neighbors. 
 

Even when trouble did arise, as Irene Jaros stated, it was handled in a manner that was 

representative of Bottineau’s community spirit: 

Neighbors knew neighbors and were interested in each other.  We never 
had any trouble.  If one of the neighbor kids did something, one neighbor 
parent would talk to the other neighbor parent and that kid made sure he 
didn’t do it again. 

  
From all of the tales of Bottineau, it is apparent that the community was self-respecting, 

kindhearted, and full of spirit. 

 

Conclusion 
 The tales of Bottineau reveal the rich history and compassionate spirit of the 

Bottineau Neighborhood.  From immigration and settlement to the development of a 

distinct neighborhood, the people of Bottineau have many stories to tell.  Their narratives 

tell of hard work, neighborly kindness, celebration, and change.  Hopefully, by passing 

these stories on to future generations, we can preserve the history and community spirit 

of the Bottineau Neighborhood. 
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