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SAMPLEINTRODUCTION

METHODS

Research site description: Neighborhood Youth Services is an
after school drop-in center serving youth and families in
Central Hillside. Their primary goals are to support academic
achievement and relationship building while providing youth
with a safe space to have fun.
Purpose: With my ongoing work at Neighborhood Youth
Services, I wanted to assess our youth’s perceptions of school
and use those results to improve how we are structuring
academic support after school.

Research Question and Hypothesis: The research question is,
“How do youths’ perceptions of school change over time?” The
hypothesis is, ““Youth’s gender, age, race, and socioeconomic
status will impact their perceptions of school”.

Important Definitions
Full-time attendance: attend on average 4-5 days per week.
Part-time attendance: attend on average 1-3 days per week.
Reading at grade level: Able to read a set of predetermined
words matched with the grade. For example a first grader in
their 7th month of school should be able to read the first 17
words.
Doing math at grade level: 20 grade-level appropriate flash
cards were presented. If youth were able to answer at least
half of the flash cards correctly they were considered to be at
grade level.

Data Collection: A convenience sample of 20 youth grades
Kindergarten through 8th was completed at Neighborhood
Youth Services. In November, and again in February, youth
were asked to complete an assessment using a Likert scale
smiley face rating to answer questions about their school
experience. They then were guided through benchmark math
and reading tests using a list of sight words and flash cards.
Data Analysis: Paired, one and two-tailed T-tests were used
to analyze changes between pre and post test data. Welch
two-sample t-tests were used to compare demographic data
with specific question averages.

Question Mean T-value Degrees of 
Freedom

P-value

1 -.2381 -.6418 20 .5283
2 -.3333 -1.1952 20 .246
3 -.1905 -.6397 20 .5296
4 0 0 20 1
5 -.1429 -.6455 20 .5259
6 -.15 -.9002 20 .3793
7 -.2381 -.6652 20 .5135
8 .6190 1.6811 20 .0542
9 -.6667 -2.197 20 .0340
10 0 0 20 1
11 -.2857 -.9721 20 .3426
12 0 0 20 1
13 -1 -3.0217 20 .0067
14 .0476 .1341 20 .8947
15 -.2857 -.9463 20 .3553
# of 
flashcards

-3.9286 -2.4218 13 .0154

# of words -1 -.6587 14 .5208

RESULTS

LIMITATIONS
 Larger sample size- different youth-

serving agencies

 More representative sample

 Time-limit for flash cards

 Consistent incentives

 Expanded academic section

 For middle school youth

 More comprehensive

 Longer period of time between 

assessments (6 months to a year 

apart)
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