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A woodland can be managed to achieve a 
variety of benefits including timber, 
wildlife, recreation, and soil and water 
conservation. To help woodland owners 
achieve their land management objectives, 
this publication describes forestry 
information and services offered through 
public agencies and private organiza
tions. A local county extension office 
is a good place to begin. The county 
agent can assist woodland owners in 
locating an appropriate person or agency 
to provide the information they need. 

PUBLIC SOURCES 

The University of Minnesota, through 
its College of Forestry, Minnesota 
Extension Service, and Minnesota Agricul
tural Experiment Station, seeks to 
increase the economic, social, and 
environmental benefits of our renewable 
natural resources. 

The College of Forestry is the only 
institution of higher learning in the 
state offering B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. 
programs in forest products, forest 
resources, fisheries, and wildlife. The 
College engages in undergraduate and 
graduate education, basic and applied 
research, extension, continuing educa
tion, and public service. The University 
also maintains a large forestry library 
in the College of Forestry. For 
information about research, curricula or 
credit classes contact the College of 
Forestry, 110 Green Hall, University of 
Minnesota, St. Paul, MN 55108, phone 
(612) 624-3216. The College's Cloquet 
Forestry Center has a self-guiding trail 
where visitors can see demonstrations of 
forest regeneration, wildlife habitat, 
tree improvement, harvesting and other 
practices. Contact the Cloquet Forestry 
Center, 175 University Road, Cloquet, MN 
55720, phone (218) 879-4528. 
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The Minnesota Extension Service 
transfers research information to 
potential users through meetings, 
workshops, tours, personal letters, by 
telephone conversations, publications, 
newspaper and magazine articles, exhi
bits, and radio and television programs. 
Contact your county extension office 
listed by county name in the telephone 
directory, or contact the following 
University offices: 

Forest Products Extension 
204 Kaufert Lab 
University of Minnesota 
St. Paul, MN 55108 
( 612) 624-7712 

Forest Resources Extension 
102 Green Ha 11 
University of Minnesota 
St. Paul , MN 55108 
(612) 624-3020 

Wildlife & Fisheries Extension 
216 Hodson Hall 
University of Minnesota 
St. Paul, MN 55108 
(612) 624-3298 

The Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Forestry offers 
information and technical assistance to 
woodland owners. Service foresters, upon 
request, will examine woodlands, prepare 
management plans and tree planting 
recommendations, mark timber for improve
ment cutting and firewood harvesting, and 
provide advice on erosion and sediment 
control, wildlife habitat improvement, 
insect and disease control, forest 
recreation, road construction, and urban 
and community forestry. There are 
generally no charges for these services; 
however, minimum fees may be charged for 
services pertaining to timber sales. 
Services are limited to four days per 
ownership per year. Owners are asked to 
retain a consulting forester for large 
commercial timber sales, damage and 
trespass appraisals, and several other 
activities. Forest tree seedlings are 

sold for reforestation. Local offices 
are usually listed in the telephone 
directory of the county seat under 
"Minnesota". You may also contact the 
Department of Natural Resources, 
Division of Forestry, 500 Lafayette 
Road, St. Paul, MN 55146, phone (612) 
296-4401 or toll free 1-800-652-9747. 

Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
(SWCD) provide the public with direction 
to resource information and programs, 
technical assistance to woodland owners, 
and funding for access roads, pocket 
gopher control, woodland fencing, 
firebreaks, and fire suppression lanes. 
Because the SWCD's are policy-setting 
organizations which are directly respon
sible to locally elected supervisors and 
work closely with other forest resource 
agencies, they are a good place to go 
for individual help and referrals to 
other agencies. Contact the local SWCD 
office listed in the telephone directory 
of the county seat under either U.S. or 
County Government. 
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The USDA A ricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service ASCS offers 
cost-sharing funds for a variety of soil 
and water conservation practices, 
including tree planting and timber stand 
improvement. The Conservation Reserve 
Program offers cost-sharing for tree or 
grass planting and annual rental 
payments for ten years to farmers that 
take highly erosive cropland out of 
production. The Agricultural Conserva
tion Program (ACP) provides cost-sharing 
for tree planting to prevent soil 
erosion and to grow forest products. 
Costs of tree seedlings, planting, and 
site preparation are eligible for cost
sharing under ACP including thinning, 
pruning, releasing desirable young trees 
and site preparation for natural 
reseeding. The Forestry Incentives 
Program (FIP) is similar to the ACP, but 
the FIP is designed to increase sawtim
ber growth and is limited to productive 
forest land and stands of at least 10 
acres. Contact the local ASCS office 



found in the telephone directory under 
U.S. Government. 

The USDA Fanners Home Administration 
(FmHA) offers loans or loan guarantees to 
establish forestry practices such as 
thinning, pest control, and fire protec
tion; to purchase farm and forestry 
equipment, materials, and labor; to buy, 
improve, or enlarge farms and farm 
buildings; and to develop outdoor income
producing recreational facilities. To be 
eligible, landowners and operators must 
rely on farm income and any other income 
to provide a living standard comparable 
to that considered adequate for the area 
and be unable to obtain reasonable credit 
terms and rates from private sources. 
Contact the local FmHA office listed in 
the telephone directory under U.S. 
Government. 

The USDA Forest Service, North Central 
Forest Experiment Station conducts 
research in forestry and related fields 
throughout a seven-state area in the 
north-central United States. Research 
encompasses forest management, silvicul
ture, fire management, economics, forest 
engineering, wood utilization, insect and 
disease management, tree physiology and 
genetics, resource evaluation, wildlife 
habitat management, and water quality 
management. The station issues more than 
250 new publications each year reporting 
on research results in the fields 
mentioned. Publications are free. Call 
(612) 642-5207 or write the station at 
1992 Folwell Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55108. 

The USDA Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) provides technical assistance to 
woodland owners through conservation 
districts. Technical assistance is 
available for erosion and sediment 
control practices and soil i nterpreta
ti ons that indicate erosion hazard, 
equipment limitation, expected seedling 
mortality, wind throw hazard, plant 
competition, common trees found on soil 
types, site indices of important tree 
species, and trees adapted for planting 
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on each soil type. The SCS also assists 
woodland owners with land use planning 
including assistance with access road 
locations, grade stabilizations, water 
control structures, abandoned mine 
reclamation, and wildlife management. 
Published soil surveys are available to 
help woodland owners assess productivity 
of land for timber, wildlife, and 
agricultural purposes. Some financial 
aid is available for resource conserva
tion and development projects, and 
public law 566 watershed projects. 
Contact the local SCS office listed in 
the telephone directory of the county 
seat under U.S. Government or write to 
Soil Conservation Service, USDA, Room 
200 Federal Building, 316 North Robert 
Street, St. Paul , MN 55101. 

PRIVATE SOURCES 

Forest Industries provide the market 
for timber produced on private wood
lands. Some large companies in the 
paper and waferboard industries and a 
few large sawmills employ foresters who 
provide assistance to woodland owners. 
Timber management services may include 
the drafting of forest management plans, 
harvesting plans, timber tax assistance, 
reforestation guidance, and information 
on government cost-share programs. 

Some companies have formal landowner 
assistance programs where, in return for 
services rendered, the landowner agrees 
to grant the company access to his 
property to carry out management recom
mendations developed with the forester 
and to grant the company the right to 
purchase timber material for a specified 
time. Other companies provide their 
services under a less formal arrangement 
if the landowner has merchantable 
timber. 

To obtain a list of industrial 
foresters, contact the Minnesota Forest 
Industries, 208 Phoenix Building, 
Duluth, MN 55802, or phone (218) 722-
5013. You may also contact the Exten
sion Forest Resources Office, University 



of Minnesota, or the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources, Division of 
Forestry. 

The Forest Resource Center is a 
nonprofit corporation that conducts 
educational programs for private woodland 
owners, youth, and others interested in 
management and utilization of southeast
ern Minnesota's hardwood forest 
resources. The Center is developing a 
demonstration forest where a variety of 
forest practices can be seen, including 
how to grow Shiitake mushrooms. 
Workshops on a variety of forestry 
subjects are offered periodically in 
cooperation with public agencies. 
Contact Joe Deden, Director, Forest 
Resource Center, Route 2, Box 156A, 
Lanesboro, MN 55949, or phone (507) 467-
2437. 

Forestry consultants provide a wide 
range of forest management services 
including timber appraisals, marketing 
assistance, management plans, timber 
stand improvement, tree planting, and 
pest management. Consultants may be 
either general practitioners or special
ists. Good consultants have a college 
education in forestry, several years of 
experience, subscribe to a code of ethics 
developed by their professional organiza
tion, and have no business connection 
with a forest industry firm where a 
conflict of interest might occur. 
Consultants are paid a fee based on an 
hourly rate, a percentage, a piecework 
rate, or other basis mutually agreed 
upon. This fee is a management expense 
that a landowner can deduct from gross 
income, damage award, or other taxable 
revenue. 

The Minnesota Association of Consulting 
Foresters (ACF) can furnish a list of its 
members. Write to Minnesota ACF, c/o R. 
A. Sawinski, R.R. l, Zumbro Falls, MN 
55991. The National Association of 
Consulting Foresters has several Min
nesota members. For a list write them at 
5410 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 120, Bethesda, 
MD 20814. The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources, Division of Forestry, 
described earlier in this publication, 
can provide a list of forestry consult
ants in Minnesota. 

ASSOCIATIONS 

The American Forestry Association is a 
national conservation organization -
independent and nonpolitical--for the 
advancement of intelligent management 
and use of our forests, soil, water, 
wildlife, and other natural resources. 
It seeks to promote an enlightened 
public appreciation of natural resources 
and their role in the social, recreat
ional, and economic life of the nation. 
One way this is done is through the 
publication of its magazine, American 
Forests. Contact the American Forestry 
Association, 1319 - 18th Street NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20036, or phone (202) 
467-5810. 

The Central Minnesota Small Woodlot 
Owners Association (CMSWOA), is made up 
of woodland owners from all walks of 
life who love the land and want to see 
their woodlands healthy, attractive, 
productive, and wisely managed. Members 
receive a newsletter containing useful 
information on woodland management, 
markets, and woodland productivity. The 
association conducts and co-sponsors 
woodland owner field days and tours that 
tell and show how to manage woodlands 
wisely, where to get advice and assist
ance, and how to negotiate timber sale 
contracts. An annual timber sale is 
conducted for its members. Contact Stan 
Schuette, CMSWOA, Route 3, Box 31, 
Staples, Mn 56479, or phone (218) 894-
2147. 

The Northwestern Minnesota Woodland 
Owners Association is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to promoting wise 
management of woodlands and related 
resources. A newsletter covers informa
tion on woodland management, markets, 
and woodland productivity. Field days 
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and tours show planting, thinning, 
harvesting, and other woodland management 
practices. Two public auctions of timber 
owned by association members, are held 
annually. Contact the Northwestern 
Minnesota Woodland Owners Association, 
P.O. Box 293, Blackduck, MN 56630. 

The Forestree Farmers of Minnesota is a 
nonprofit organization of landowners who 
are united in an effort to promote better 
forest and wildlife management on private 
lands and to improve tax incentives that 
reward good forest management. A monthly 
newsletter keeps members up-to-date on 
forestry legislation, new forest manage
ment information, markets, cost-share 
programs, and events. Annual meetings 
and field days are sponsored by the 
association to provide education for all 
interested people. Contact the Forestree 
Farmers of Minnesota, Inc., Box 363, Park 
Rapids, MN 56470. 

The Minnesota Christmas Tree Growers 
Association promotes cooperation among 
growers and researchers to solve produc
tion and marketing problems. Members may 
attend educational meetings and are kept 
up-to-date on research and legislation by 
the quarterly Christmas Tree Growers 
NEWS. The association offers a referral 
service to buyers who need to locate 
local growers. Contact Carl Vogt, 
Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 124, Osseo, 
MN 55369. 

The Minnesota Forestr Association 
(MFA is comprised of forest landowners, 
and others concerned with wise management 
of Minnesota 1 s forest resources. Its 
main purpose is to promote intensive 
forest management and associated scien
tific research as necessary and desirable 
for the people of Minnesota. Members 
receive Minnesota Forests and may attend 
periodic educational programs on forest 
management. Contact the Minnesota 
Forestry Association, 220 First Avenue 
NW, Room 210, Grand Rapids, MN 55744, or 
phone (218) 326-4200. 
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Minnesota Forest Industries, Inc. is 
comprised of major paper and wood 
products companies operating in Min
nesota. Its purposes are to educate the 
public about forestry, promote multiple 
use of forest resources to perpetuate 
the forest, strengthen the forest and 
promote policies that will stabilize the 
state's forest economy. It provides 
information and educational materials. 
Contact Minnesota Forest Industries, 208 
Phoenix Building, Duluth, MN 55802 or 
phone (218) 722-5013. 

The Minnesota Maple Syrup Producer's 
Association is a nonprofit organization 
of persons and firms engaged in all 
phases of producing maple syrup and 
related products. The association 
attempts· to increase public awareness of 
the maple industry, and is a source of 
information for its members. For 
information about the association 
contact Philip Cook, 215 Snively Road, 
Duluth, MN 55803; Carmen Maschler, Route 
1, Randa 11 , MN 56475; or Wanda 
Patzoldt, 3002 Horseshoe Lake Road, 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744. 

The Minnesota Tree Farm System is part 
of a national organization in which 
members who own forest land receive a 
forest management plan developed for 
their particular woodland by a profes
sional forester, a free subscription to 
The American Tree Farmer, and eligibil
ity to compete for prizes in "Outstand
ing Tree Farmer" contests. A forester 
will inspect the woodland every five 
years and update the forest management 
plan accordingly. In return, the forest 
owner agrees to follow the plan and 
protect the woodland from fire, insects, 
disease, and grazing. This service is 
offered at no cost. Contact the 
Minnesota Tree Farm Committee, 208 
Phoenix Building, Duluth, MN 55802, or 
phone (218) 722-5013. 

The Nature Conservancy is a large land 
conservation association. It acquires 
land with unique plant, animal, water, 



or geological resources and usually sells 
the 1 and to federa 1 , state, or 1 oca 1 
agencies which can manage land for public 
use. The conservancy also conducts 
research on land use and natural areas. 
Members receive publications on conserva
tion subjects and can participate in a 
wide range of recreational and education
al outings. Contact The Nature Conserv
ancy, 328 East Hennepin Avenue, Minnea
polis, MN 55414, or phone (612) 379-2134. 

Society of American Foresters (SAF) is 
a professional society of forestry 
students, graduates of professional 
forestry curricula in SAF accredited 
schools, and scientists or practitioners 
in fields closely allied to forestry who 
hold bachelor or higher degrees. Members 
may also be students or graduates of SAF
recognized forestry technician programs. 
The Journal of Forestry keeps members up
to-date on forestry issues as well as 
activities of SAF members, practical 
forestry information, and information on 
new forestry products and equipment. 
Members are also entitled to attend SAF 
regional technical conferences, and 
chapter, state, and national educational 
meetings. Contact the Society of American 
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Foresters, Coordinator, Membership, 
Development and Services, 5400 Grosvenor 
Lane, Bethesda, Maryland 20814, or phone 
(301) 879-8720. 

Walnut Council is an organization that 
sponsors meetings of agencies, land
owners, producers, and users interested 
in walnut culture and utilization. The 
council also functions as a means to 
exchange information and propagational 
materials. Members are kept up-to-date 
on the best known techniques to grow 
walnuts by means of the Walnut Council 
Bulletin, a quarterly newsletter. 
Contact the Walnut Council, P.O. Box 
41121, Indianapolis, IN 46241. 

OTHER SOURCES 

Interest in woodland associations is 
growing. There is a strong desire among 
woodland owners to get the most benefit 
from their woodlands, whether it be 
firewood, wildlife, recreation, or 
timber profits. The Minnesota DNR, 
Division of Forestry District Offices 
may be aware of other small, local 
associations. 



SERVICES 

Christmas Forest Insects & Maple Soil & Water Tinber Tinber Tree Wildlife 
ORGANIZATIONS Trees Management Diseases Syrue Conservation Taxes Aeeraisal Marketing Planting Mgmt. 

Public 

Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service F F F F 
Department of Natural Resources, Division 
of Forestry CT CET CET CT CET CE C CT CT CT 
Farmers Home Administration F F F 
Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts C CETF CETF CT CET 
North Central Forest Exeeriment Station E E E E E E 
Soil Conservation Service C C CETF C CE 
University of Minnesota s College of Forestry, 
Minnesota Extension Service CE CE CE CE CE CE CE CE CE CE 

Private 

Forestry Consultants CT CT CT C CT CT CT CT 
Forest Industries CT CT CT CT CTF 
Forest Resource Center CE CE E E E CE CE CE 

Associations 

American Forestry Association E 
Central Minnesota Small Woodlot Owners 
Association E E E E 
Forestree Farmers of Minnesota E E E E E 
Minnesota Christmas Tree Growers Association CE 
Minnesota Forest Industries E E 
Minnesota Forestry Association E 
Minnesota Maele Syrue Producers Association CE 
Minnesota Tree Farm System CTE CT CT CT CT 
Northwestern Minnesota Woodland Owners 
Association E E E TE TE 
The Nature Conservancy E E E 
Society of American Foresters E E E 
11a 1 nut Council E E E E 

KEY TO FORESTRY ORGANIZATIONS AND SERVICES: C Consultation (by mail, telephone, office visit) 
E Educational information (publications, meetings, tours, workshops) 
T Technical assistance (inspect woodland and advise owner) 
F Financial aid (cost-sharing or loans) 
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