
Summary* 
 

Faculty Assembly Steering Committee 
Monday, April 20, 1998 

3:00 – 4:30 
Dale Shephard Room, Campus Club 

 
 
Present: Victor Bloomfield (chair), Kent Bales, Mary Dempsey, Gary Gardner, Virginia Gray, 

Russell Hobbie, Marvin Marshak, Matthew Tirrell 
 
Absent: Carole Bland, David Hamilton, M. Janice Hogan, Laura Coffin Koch, Leonard Kuhi, 

Fred Morrison 
 
Guests: Senators and Consultative Committee chairs from the College of Biological Sciences, the 

General College, the College of Liberal Arts, and the Institute of Technology 
 
 
 Professor Bloomfield convened the meeting at 3:00 and welcomed the senators and committee 
chairs from the four colleges; he began by asking for introductions.  Professor Bloomfield explained that 
these meetings were set up pursuant to the recommendations of the task force on faculty consultation, 
which called for greater interaction between Twin Cities FCC members and the senators and collegiate 
consultative committees, and that the purpose was for the FCC members to learn about issues of concern 
to the faculty in the several colleges. 
 
 One of the issues at hand was consultation within the former Arts, Sciences, and Engineering  
(ASE) colleges.  Professor Dempsey explained the work of the task force on faculty consultation, and 
how it urged that collegiate consultation and the role of senators in governance be strengthened.  Such 
changes will be difficult.  She reported that she had suggested, in response to a proposal that the ASE 
colleges have a consultative committee, that the ASE senators could meet, with the provost and vice 
provosts, and with the deans, but there has been no agreement on the structure of a possible ASE FCC. 
 
 The dilemma is how the ASE colleges get a voice that is listened to, said one person.  With a 
different power structure, it is not clear that structure can accommodate an ASE group.  It makes no sense 
to have a useless group appointed, but perhaps a wholly independent group should be established.  
Consulting can make a group beholden to those with whom it consults; if a group does not consult with 
anyone, it will be beholden to them.  If it is independent, it can think independently, and can hold 
administrators to the goals they articulate. 
 
 Another noted that the administration has proposed to place more power in the hands of the 
deans.  It is unclear, however, that the ASE deans are working together to strengthen the core; would it be 
useful for faculty to consult with them?  To what purpose?  Professor Bloomfield pointed out that the task 
force said that if the deans are to have more power, then that is where faculty consultation should be 
strengthened as well.  Faculty consultation within the colleges has generally been weak, and needs to be 
strengthened.  
 

                                                           
* These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 

Senate or Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes 
represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of 
Regents. 



 Professor Bloomfield then commented on the aspirations of the University:  he said he had 
reviewed the list of the top 30 research universities, and concluded that Minnesota, in trying to reach the 
mean of the group in faculty salaries, should seek a position about that of UCLA.  That is not an 
impossible target.  It is necessary to have measurable targets and goals in order to bring departments that 
are CLOSE to the top 10 INTO the top ten of the National Research Council rankings. 
 
[Minutes were unfinished?] 
 
 
 
 


