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According to some high profile scientists, we are fully immersed into the 
Anthropocene, a new geological epoch in which human activity is altering 
the Earth system in ways that may compromise our survival. We are rapidly 
transgressing ecological planetary boundaries, a situation that is already 
jeopardizing social, political, and economic stability worldwide. Many 
reports suggest that, if the current trend continues, we may face dire 
consequences and even civilizational collapse. Concurrently, global 
inequality is greater today than ever before. A recent study by Oxfam shows 
that by 2016 the richest one percent will own more wealth than the rest of 
the world population combined. According to Rob Nixon, the two major 
crises of our time are “the environmental and inequality crises.” These crises 
are interconnected as they share a common root, namely a socioeconomic 
system that exploits both humans and non-humans as resources to trigger 
economic growth and capital accumulation. In addition, numerous studies on 
social sciences suggest that, in rich countries, more growth does nothing to 
increase social well-being and may even be deleterious if it contributes to 
widening the already huge inequality gap. The reason is that the higher the 
income inequality, the more acute a variety of social problems become, from 
violence, criminality, and imprisonment rates, to obesity and mental illness 
(Wilkinson and Pickett 46–169). In other words, more equal societies are 
healthier and more resilient and, therefore, better equipped to deal with the 
forthcoming drastic ecological and economic changes in the context of the 
Anthropocene. 

Thus, the problem is not the lack of growth, but the systemic addiction 
to economic growth! There are social and ecological limits to growth that 
are generally not considered by dominant political and economic discourses. 
The mandate of growing the economy is inarguably the main goal of 
politicians and technocrats, even though we know that constant economic 
growth in the context of a limited biosphere is a biophysical impossibility. 
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This pathological obsession with economic growth is deeply ingrained in our 
cultural narratives, preventing us from imagining a positive, rather than 
dystopic, post-growth future, even when continuous growth is a direction 
humanity can no longer afford to follow (see Prádanos).  

The case of Spain is especially critical for a number of reasons: first, 
climate change will likely affect the Iberian Peninsula dramatically due to its 
geographical location and climatic conditions; second, its dependence on 
foreign fossil fuels is overwhelming; third, its soil depletion and water 
scarcity is quickly increasing due to European agricultural laws that favor 
intensive and extensive mono-crops for exportation, consequently reducing 
biodiversity and food sovereignty while empowering big corporations; and 
finally, the infamous over-construction of houses and useless macro-
infrastructures experienced since the 1990s that devours unnecessary energy, 
pillages scarce materials, undermines complex ecosystems, and exacerbates 
corruption and inequality at all levels. This ongoing negative dynamic 
(already initiated by Franco’s regime) has been enhanced in the last years by 
Mariano Rajoy’s administration, which explicitly positions itself against 
both social and ecological sustainability, as proven by the implementation of 
a number of counter-productive legislations that, in the name of growth, 
cancel or reverse some of the already scarce and inadequate Spanish 
environmental laws. Other neoliberal laws recently implemented directly 
undermine democracy and freedom of expression, or deteriorate labor 
conditions, public education, and health care. All this contributes to 
widening the gap of socioeconomic inequality, which has been rapidly 
increasing in Spain in recent years, while destroying environmental and 
social resilience.   

In this context, a meaningful and relevant cultural and literary criticism 
cannot go on treating human, social, and ecological issues as separate 
entities. Otherwise, we risk focusing on symptoms and not seeing the root 
problems at all. For that reason, essay, “Degrowth and Ecological 
Economics in Twenty-First-Century Spain: Toward a Posthumanist 
Economy,” engages recent Spanish essays related to ecological economics 
and socio-political ecology. These essays dig deep on the root causes of our 
cultural inertias and are, therefore, able to change the terms of the 
discussion. In other words, they offer counter-narratives to challenge the 
pervasive imaginary of economic growth that prevents us from thinking 
outside our self-imposed epistemological limitations. I claim that Spanish 
cultural and literary studies would benefit enormously from dialogue with 
the lively global debates on ecocriticism and contributing to the rapidly 
emerging field of environmental humanities. These debates are currently 
reshaping our understanding of culture, society, and humanity in the context 
of climate change, mass extinction, and ecological collapse.   
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As of now, our field is failing miserably in addressing the cultural 
implications of the Anthropocene, largely ignoring it in a disturbing way. It 
seems that Spanish cultural and literary studies are in a state of unconscious 
denial, actively avoiding this debate or, still worse, not being able to notice 
these pervasive “hyperobjects,” such as global warming, which Timothy 
Morton describes as being “massively distributed in time and space relative 
to humans” (1). In any case, our field is likely to be suffering from a 
worrisome myopia. We need to pay full attention to the cultural narratives 
that are connecting social and ecological issues. Otherwise, we will remain 
passive spectators in the events that will radically modify our cultural 
imagination in the near future. Let us start participating now in the ongoing 
ecocritical global turn and the powerful emergence of the environmental 
humanities. To do so requires us not to shy away from breaking with some 
politically correct academic practices that prevent us from focusing on 
relevant issues, and instead trap us in meaningless intellectual games. It also 
implies unlearning the epistemological restrictions of our disciplinary 
training. I hope that this volume of Hispanic Issues On Line Debates will 
encourage and inspire some scholars to spur our field into this new direction. 
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